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Du’a for Reading the Book

R

ead the following Du’a (supplication) before you study a
religious book or an Islamic lesson, you will remember
whatever you study, Ȑ ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ÄǽȜøȹȒøȑÄƴˠǩÄ Ȼ¼È Æ:
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h
_AŋŬjƅAb^j ƆƠAAJĵZŽūļƧKĵŶžŰŠ
Translation
 ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ ! Open the door of knowledge and wisdom for us,
O Allah Ȑ
and have mercy on us! O the One Who is the Most Honourable
and Glorious! $O0XVWDWUDIYROSS

Note:
Recite Salat-‘Alan-Nabi ȯ once before and after the Du’a.
iv
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First Night in the Grave*
Satan will never want you to read this entire booklet and acquire
an urge to prepare for the first night in your grave, please make
Satan’s strategies fail.

Excellence of Salat-‘Alan-Nabi ȯ
The Rasool of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the
Äǭ
most Generous and Kind ȔÄÇȒǥÄ ¾ȻÄ Ȝȳ Æ ȑü¾ȻÄ ȜÆ È ȦÄȒÄʋȻ Ţǀü ÄǾÄǉȻ ƣȻ
Å ʄÇ Ä has said, ‘Reciting
Salat upon me is Noor (light) on the bridge of Siraat. The one
who recites Salat upon me eighty times on Friday, his sins of
eighty years will be forgiven.’
$O-DPLՍXV6DJKHHUOLV6X\XWLSS+DGHHV 

hh ûĠ h
hi h  h iġ ğ h
h û ȇA
źŰŔ
ŉųğ ƤȇǓĵšh ȩĬA
ǔŔĶžû j ĸơA


* Ameer-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat ȜøÄ Ȧ øÆ ȑǀ øÄǾ ÈøȑȻ ȔÅ øȞÅ øǉÅ ǀøȍÄ ǠÄ øÄǃȻ ǈÈ øȕÄ ¥Ä delivered this speech in the 3-day
Sunnah-inspiring congregation of Dawat-e-Islami, the global non-political
movement for propagation of Quran and Sunnah, on 27th Rabi’-un-Noor, 1431
AH (14-03-2010). It is being published with minor amendments and additions.
[Majlis Maktaba-tul-Madinah]
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.RLJXOEDDTLUDKD\JDQDFKDPDQUHKMD\HJD
3HU5DVRROXOODKND'HHQHKDVDQUHKMD\HJD
+DPVDIHHUREDJKPD\QKD\NRLGDPNDFKHKFKDKD
%XOEXOD\QXUMD\DLQJLVRRQDFKDPDQUHKMD\HJD
$WODVNDPNKXZDENLSRVKDDNSHUQDD]DQQDKR
,VWDQHED\MDQSHUNKDNLNDIDQUHKMD\HJD
Æ ȻǆÅ ÄƅÈ §
Once, the famous Taabi’i saint Sayyiduna Hasan Basri ȜÈȦÄ Ȓ Ä ʋȻŢǀü Ä ǾÄǉȻƣ
Ä
was sitting at his doorstep when a funeral procession passed
by. He also got up and followed behind the procession. In the
funeral procession there was a young girl who was running
whilst crying hysterically and exclaiming, ‘O beloved father!
Today I have encountered an unprecedented ordeal.’ When
Sayyiduna Hasan Basri heard her painful voice tears rolled down
his cheeks; overwhelmed with pity, he affectionately stroked
the bereaving orphan’s head before remarking: ‘O daughter!
In fact it is your deceased father who is encountering an
unprecedented ordeal not you.’

The next day he saw the same little girl crying on her way to
Æ Ȼ ǆÅ ÄƅÈ § followed her with the hope of
the graveyard. He ȜÈȦÄȒÄʋȻ Ţǀü ÄǾÄǉȻ ƣ
Ä
gaining some spiritual admonition. Upon reaching the graveyard
Æ Ȼ ǆÅ ÄƅÈ §
she embraced the grave of her father. Hasan Basri ȜÈȦÄȒÄʋȻ Ţǀü ÄǾÄǉȻ ƣ
Ä
hid behind the bushes. The little girl, wept with her cheek on
her father’s grave and said, ‘O beloved father! How did you
spend your first night in your dark grave without a lamp or
2
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companion? O beloved father! Yesterday night I lit the lamp
for you at home. Who lit the lamp in the grave last night?
O beloved father! Yesterday night I laid out your bedding at
home. Who laid out your bedding in the grave last night?
O beloved father! Yesterday night I massaged your hands and
feet at home. Who massaged your hands and feet in the grave
last night? O beloved father! Yesterday night at home, I gave
you water to drink, who offered you water last night when you
were thirsty and asked for some water? O beloved father!
Yesterday night I spread a shawl over your body. Who spread
it last night? O beloved father! Yesterday night I wiped the
sweat off your face. Who wiped your sweat last night in the
grave? O beloved father! Till yesterday night I came to your
assistance whenever you summoned me, whom did you call
out to last night in your grave, and who answered your call?
O beloved father! Yesterday night when you were hungry I
presented food to you. Who served you food last night in the
grave when you became hungry? O beloved father! Till yesterday
night I cooked various meals for you, who cooked for you on
your first night in the grave?
Hearing those grief-stricken words of the sorrowful and
Æ Ȼ ǆÅ ƅ
distressed Madani girl, Sayyiduna Hasan Basri ȜÈȦÄȒÄʋȻ Ţǀü ÄǾÄǉȻ ƣ
Ä È §Ä
began to cry, and after approaching her, said, ‘O daughter! Do
not say like that; rather say this, ‘O beloved father! At the time
of burial your face was turned towards the Qiblah. Is it still in
the same direction or has your face been turned in the opposite
3
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direction? O beloved father! You were wrapped in a clean and
unsoiled shroud and then buried. Is it still clean and unsoiled?
O beloved father! You were placed into the grave with your
body sound and intact. Is your body still intact or have the
insects eaten it away? O beloved father! Scholars of Islam say
that during the first night of the grave, the deceased are asked
questions about their faith, and some of them will be able to
answer whereas some will be in despair. Did you give the correct
answers to those questions or have you failed? O beloved father!
Scholars say that for some people the grave becomes spacious
whereas for some it is narrowed. Has your grave become
spacious or has it been narrowed? O beloved father! Scholars
say that the shroud of some is replaced by a heavenly shroud
whereas for some it is replaced by a shroud of the hellfire. Has
your shroud been replaced with a heavenly one or with one
made up of fire? Scholars say that the grave hugs some in the
way a mother hugs her lost child with affection, holding him to
her chest, whereas it violently squeezes others in such a way
that their ribs smash and intertwine with each other. Did the
grave hug you gently like a mother or did it crush and shatter
your ribs? O beloved father! Scholars say that when the deceased
is buried, he feels regrets for one of two reasons. If he is pious,
he regrets not doing more virtuous deeds; and if he is sinful he
regrets for committing those sins. O beloved father! Were you
regretful of performing less virtuous deeds or of committing
sins? O beloved father! Till yesterday when I would call out to
you, you would respond to me. How unfortunate I am today
4
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that I am standing right next to your grave calling out to you
but I am unable to hear your reply! O beloved father! You have
parted from me in such a way that now we cannot meet until
 ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ ! Do not deprive
the Day of Judgement. O Most Merciful Rab Ȑ
me of meeting my beloved father on the Day of Judgement.’
Æ ȻǆÅ ÄƅÈ §,
Upon hearing the words of Sayyiduna Hasan Basri ȜÈȦÄȒÄʋȻŢǀü ÄǾÄǉȻƣ
Ä
the little Madani girl said, ‘O my master! Your words of advice
have awoken me from the sleep of heedlessness.’ After that, with
tears flowing from her eyes, she returned back with Sayyiduna
Æ Ȼ ǆÅ ÄƅÈ §. $O0DZDՍL]XOՌ$VIRRUL\DKOL$EL%DNU%LQ
Hasan Basri ȜÈȦÄȒÄʋȻ Ţǀü ÄǾÄǉȻ ƣ
Ä

0XKDPPDGՌ$VIRRULSS

$QNKD\QURURND\VRRMDQD\ZDOD\
-DDQD\ZDOD\QDKLQDDQD\ZDOD\
.RLGLQPD\Q\HKVDUDDRRMDUKD\
$UD\2FKKDRQLFKDKQD\ZDOD\
1DIV0D\QNKDDNKXZDWXQDPLWD
+D\0D\ULMDQND\NKDQD\ZDOD\
6DWKOD\ORPXMKD\PD\QPXMULPKRRQ
5DKPD\QSHUWD\KD\QWKDDQD\ZDOD\
+RJD\DGKDNVD\NDOD\MDKPD\UD
+D\HUXNKVDWNLVXQDQD\ZDOD\

hh ûĠ h
hi h  h iġ ğ h
h û ȇA
źŰŔ
ŉųğ ƤȇǓĵšh ȩĬA
ǔŔĶžû j ĸơA
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All graves appear similar, but from inside…
Dear Islamic brothers! All of you would have certainly visited
graveyards at one or another occasion. Did you ever reflect on
the message of the mournful air and the grief filled atmosphere
calling out, ‘O those who are content with the luxuries of this
world! Every single one of you will have to come here in
solitude one day or another and will have to go into the deep
ditch of the grave.
Remember! These graves, which seem identical from outside are
not necessarily the same from the inside. Yes! If the one buried
under this pile of soil would have offered his Salah regularly,
observed Siyam in Ramadan-ul-Mubarak, performed I’tikaf for
the entire month (of Ramadan) or at least the last 10 days,
would have loved the month of Ramadan, giving full Zakah in
the case of it becoming Fard on him, earned Halal income,
would have been contented with just a sufficient amount of
Halal income, would have recited the Holy Quran, performed
the Nawafil of Tahajjud, Ishraq, Chasht, and Awwabeen,
would have been humble and possessing a good character, kept
a fist length beard according to Shari’ah, adorned the crown of
the ‘Imamah (Sunnah turban), was a follower of the Sunnah,
obeyed his mother and father, fulfilled the rights of people, had
 ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ and His Beloved Rasool ȔÄÇȒǥÄ ¾Ä Ȼ Ȝȳ Æ ȑü¾ȻÄ ȜÆ È ȦÄ ȒÄʋȻ Ţǀ
 ÄÇ ǭ
love for Allah Ȑ
ü ÄǾÄǉȻ ƣȻ
Ä ,
Å ʄ
would have been an ardent admirer of the Sahabah, the Ahl-e ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ and His
Bayt, and the Awliya, then by the grace of Allah Ȑ
Æ
Æ
Ä
ȳ
ǭ
Ä
Ȓ
ǥ
¾Ȼ
Ȝ
ȑ

¾Ȼ
Ȝ
Ȧ
Ȓ
ʋȻ
Ţǀ
Ǿ
ǉ
Ȼ
ƣȻ
ʄ
Ç
Ȕ
Rasool Ç Ä Ä ü Ä È Ä Ä ü Ä Ä Å Ä , his grave which appears to be just a
6
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heap of soil outwardly, might have been extended as far as the
eye can see, with the window of Jannah opened inside it, and
underneath that apparent heap of soil there might be a beautiful
garden of Paradise.
On the other hand, if the one buried underneath that similar
heap of soil was such a person who had not offered Salah, had
intentionally missed the Siyam of Ramadan, had disturbed
worshipping or sleeping Muslims during the nights of Ramadan
by playing or encouraging games such as cricket, had been
stingy in paying Zakah despite it being Fard (compulsory) on
him, had earned Haraam income, had taken part in dealings
involving interest and bribery, had not paid back his debts, had
drunk alcohol, had been involved in gambling, had operated
alcohol and gambling dens, had hurt the feelings of Muslims
without the valid reasons of Shari’ah, terrorized Muslims into
paying illegal gang taxes, kidnapped Muslims for ransom,
committed theft or robbery, had been fraudulent with public
trusts, unlawfully usurped land, oppressed helpless farmers,
unleashed storms of injustice and terror whilst blinded by
greed for power, shaved the beard or trimmed it to less than a
fist length, watched films and dramas, listened to music, was
habitual of swearing, told lies, committed backbiting, did taletelling, committed slander, thought ill of people and had been
arrogant, or disobeyed his parents, then it is possible that
underneath this seemingly serene heap of soil, he is in the state
of distress, with the window of Hell open, fire smouldering
7
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inside the grave, snakes and scorpions clinging to his body,
and an outcry of screams and yelling inaudible to humans. My
Æ ȻǆÅ ÄƅÈ § states:
master A’la Hadrat ȜÈȦÄȒÄʋȻŢǀü ÄǾÄǉȻƣ
Ä
+D\HJKDDILOZRKN\DMDJDKKD\MDKDQ
3DDQFKMDWD\KD\QFKDDUSKLUWD\KD\Q
%DD\DLQUDVWD\QDMDPXVDILUVXQ
0DDOKD\UDKPDDUSKLUWD\KD\Q
-DDJVXQVDDQEDQKD\UDDWDD\L
*XUJEDKUHVKLNDUSKLUWD\KD\Q
1DIV\HKNRLFKDDOKD\]DOLP
-D\VD\NKDDVD\ELMDDUSKLUWD\KD\Q

Everyone has to die one day
O devotees of the Beloved Rasool! Look at the deserted scenes
of these graveyards and ponder over whether one of us, whilst
living, could spend just one night in the graveyard alone?
Perhaps none of could dare. So, when we are afraid to spend
one night in the graveyard alone whilst living, then after death,
when all our friends and relatives will leave us and our intellect
will be intact, we will see and hear everything, but we will be
unable to move or speak; how will we be able to stay alone in
the grave in such an alarming state? Ah! Our state is such that
even if we were imprisoned alone in a beautiful, air-conditioned
villa we would become scared!
8
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$QGKD\ULUDDWKD\JKDPNLJKDWDՌLV\DQNLNDDOLKD\
'LOHED\NDVNDLVDDIDWPD\Q$TDWXKLZDDOLKD\
8WHUWD\FKDQGGKDOWLFKDQGQLMRKRVDND\NHUOD\
$QGKD\UDSDDNKDDWDKD\\HKGDXGLQNLXMDDOLKD\
$QGKD\UDJKDUDND\OLMDQGDPJKXWWDGLOXNWDDWD
.KXGDNR\DDGNHUSL\DUD\ZRKVDDՍDWDDQD\ZDDOLKD\
1DFKRQNDGLQKD\GKDOQD\SHUWD\ULPDQ]LOKX\LNKRWHH
$UD\2MDDQD\ZDOD\QHHQG\HKNDENLQLNDOLKD\
5D]DPDQ]LOWRMD\VLKD\ZRKLNPD\QN\DVDEKLNRKD\
7XPLVNRURWD\KR\HKWRNDKR\DQKDWKNKDDOLKD\

Dear Islamic brothers! Believe me. The people buried in the
graveyard are today advising us and calling out: ‘O heedless
people! Remember! Yesterday we too were there (i.e. in the
world), where you are today, and tomorrow you too will be
here (i.e. in the grave), where we are today.’ Certainly, whoever
has been born into this world has to die. Whoever picked the
flowers of life must be pricked by the thorns of death. Whoever
enjoyed the pleasures of the world eventually received the
displeasure of death.

We have come into this world in a particular order, but…
Dear Islamic brothers! Certainly we have come into this world
in a particular order, i.e. first the grandfather, then father, then
9
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son, then grandson; however this order is not necessarily the
order of death. The old grandfather may be still be alive, but
the infant grandson might have embraced death, somebody’s
adolescent might have suffered an accident leading to his
death, someone’s paternal grandmother may have died and
been taken away to the graveyard, and someone’s maternal
grandmother may have passed away. Just like these relatives of
ours who have passed away, we too will have to leave this
world suddenly, some day.
'LODJKDDILOQDKR\DNGDP\HKGXQ\DFKRUMDQDKD\
%DJKHHFKD\FKKRUNHUNKDDOL]DPHHQDQGHUVDPDQDKD\
7D\UDQDD]XNEDGDQEKDLMROD\WD\VD\MSKRRORQSHU
<HKKRJDDLNGLQED\MDQLVD\NHHURQQD\NKDQDKD\
7XDSQLPDXWNRPDWEKRRONHUVDDPDQFKDOQD\ND
=DPHHQNLNKDNSHUVRQDKD\HHQWRQNDVLUKDQDKD\
1DED\OLKRVDND\EKDLQDED\WDEDSWD\PDDCHH
7XN\XQSKLUWDKD\VRGDDCHHDPDOQD\NDDPDDQDKD\
.DKDQKD\]DXUH1DPURRGL.DKDQKD\WDNKWH)LUՍDZQL
*D\HVDEFKKRU\HIDDQLDJHUQDGDQGDDQDKD\
Ռ$]L]D\DGNHUMLVGLQND\Ռ,]UDCHHODD\DLQJH\
1DMDDZD\NRLWD\UD\VDQJDND\ODWXQD\MDQDKD\
10
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-DKDQND\VKDJKOPD\QVKDDJKLO.KXGDND\]LNUVHJKDDILO
.DUD\GDՍZDND\\HKGXQ\DPD\UDGDDCLPWKLNDQDKKD\
*KXODPDLNGDPQDNHUJKDIODWKD\DDWLSHUQDKRJKDUUDK
.KXGDNL\DDGNHUKHUGDPND\MLVQD\NDDPDDQDKD\

hh ûĠ h
hi h  h iġ ğ h
h û ȇA
źŰŔ
 ǔŔĶžû j ĸơA
ŉųğ ƤȇǓĵšh ȩĬA
You will never have experienced a night like
this ever before
Æ
Sayyiduna Anas Bin Maalik ȜÅ È ȚøǽȻÄ Ţǀü Ä ǾÄǉȻ ÅƣȻ ʝ
Ä §Ä has stated: Shall I not
tell you of those two days and two nights?

1.

One day is the day on which the one coming from
 ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ will reach you with either the glad-tidings of
Allah Ȑ
 ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ or with the message of His
the pleasure of your Rab Ȑ
displeasure, and

2.

the second day is the day on which you will be presented in
 ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ to take your record of deeds and
the court of Allah Ȑ
that record of deeds will either be given to you in your
right hand or in your left hand.

And the two nights are:
1.

The first night is the one which the deceased will spend in
his grave and he will never have experienced a night like it
ever before, and
11
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2.

The second is the night before the morning of Judgement
Day, after which there shall never be another night again.
6KXՍDEXO,PDQYROSS+DGHHV 

The will of A’la Hadrat

h h ġ ihûh
ŷžû ŰŠjĬAĹ Ƨ
K

O living humans of today and deceased of tomorrow! O you
who will perish! O frail humans! O feeble ones! O weak souls!
O children! O youngsters! O elders! Undoubtedly, your first
night in grave is a tremendously significant one. Sayyidi
Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, Mujaddid [revivalist] of the Ummah,
reviver of the Sunnah, destroyer of Bid’ah, scholar of the sacred
law, guide of spirituality, fountain of blessings, ‘Allamah,
Maulana, Al-Haj Al-Haafiz, Al-Qaari Ash-Shah Imam Ahmad
Æ ȻǆÅ ƅ
 ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ
Raza Khan ȜÈȦÄȒÄʋȻŢǀü ÄǾÄǉȻƣ
Ä È §Ä despite being a great Wali of Allah Ȑ
and a remarkable devotee of the Beloved Rasool, made the
following will:
“After burial and Talqeen, continuously recite Salat-‘Alan-Nabi
in front of the side of my grave towards the face for one and a
half hours in a volume that is audible to me. Then entrust me
hû

h h

ġ űi ńKû A the Most Merciful and leave. If you can endure the
 Ƨj ŋɉA
to ǻj
trouble, then for three full days and nights, two relatives or
friends should remain present at my grave and recite the Holy
Quran and Salat-‘Alan-Nabi in such a volume audible to me,
without any pause; Ȑ ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ ȜøȹȒøȑÄƴˠǩÄ Ȼ ¼È Æ my heart will become acquainted
with the new abode.” +D\DWH$ՍOD+DGUDWYROSS
12
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Will of Sag-e-Madinah (the author)
ȐÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ  ȜøȹȒøȑȻÆ

Æ Ȼ ǆÅ ƅ
complying to Sayyidi A’la Hadrat ȜÈȦÄȒÄʋȻ Ţǀü ÄǾÄǉȻ ƣ
Ä È §Ä ,
Sag-e-Madinah has also made a similar will. In this regard it is
stated on page 394 of ‘Rasaail Attariyyah’ [Booklets of ‘Attar],
the 436-page book published by the publishing department
of Dawat-e-Islami, Maktaba-tul-Madinah, which includes the
booklet ‘Madani Will’:

ǜø
Å ȖÈ ǖø
Ä È ȑÄ ,

“If possible, those who love me should sit beside my grave
after the burial for 12 days or for at least 12 hours and keep me
delighted by reciting the Holy Quran, Na’ats, Hamd and Salat‘Alan-Nabi. Ȑ ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ Äǽ ȜøȹȒøȑÄƴˠǩÄ Ȼ ¼È Æ, I will get accustomed to my new
abode. Offer Salah with Jama’at during this period too, as well
as the rest of your lives.”

hh ûĠ h
hi h  h iġ ğ h
h û ȇA
źŰŔ
ŉųğ ƤȇǓĵšh ȩĬA
ǔŔĶžû j ĸơA
Blessed tears of the Beloved of Allah
 ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ that our Beloved and
Let’s reflect on the fear of Allah Ȑ
Æ
Äǭ
Blessed Rasool ȔÄÇȒǥÄ ¾ȻÄ Ȝȳ ȑü¾Ä Ȼ ȜÆ È ȦÄȒÄʋȻ Ţǀü ÄǾÄǉȻ ƣȻ
Å ʄÇ Ä had as regards to the grave
although he had been definitely blessed with deliverance and in
Äǭ
fact he ȔÄÇȒǥÄ ¾ȻÄ Ȝȳ Æ ȑü¾ȻÄ ȜÆ È ȦÄȒÄʋȻŢǀü ÄǾÄǉȻƣȻ
Å ʄÇ Ä is the means of our deliverance.
Æ
Sayyiduna Bara Bin ‘Aazib ȜÅ È ȚøǽȻÄ Ţǀü Ä ǾÄǉȻÅƣȻʝ
Ä §Ä has stated, ‘We participated
Äǭ
in a funeral with the Noble Rasool ȔÄÇȒǥÄ ¾ȻÄ Ȝȳ Æ ȑü¾ȻÄ ȜÆ È ȦÄȒÄʋȻ Ţǀü ÄǾÄǉȻ ƣȻ
Å ʄÇ Ä . The Holy
Äǭ
Rasool ȔÄÇȒǥÄ ¾ȻÄ Ȝȳ Æ ȑü¾ȻÄ ȜÆ È ȦÄȒÄʋȻŢǀü ÄǾÄǉȻƣȻ
Å ʄÇ Ä sat at the edge of the grave and cried so

13
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Äǭ
much that the soil became wet. Then, he ȔÄÇȒǥÄ ¾ȻÄ Ȝȳ Æ ȑü¾ȻÄ ȜÆ È ȦÄȒÄʋȻŢǀü ÄǾÄǉȻƣȻ
Å ʄÇ Ä said,
‘Make preparations for this.’

6XQDQ,EQ0DMDKYROSS+DGHHV 

hh ûĠ h
hi h  h iġ ğ h
h û ȇA
źŰŔ
ŉųğ ƤȇǓĵšh ȩĬA
ǔŔĶžû j ĸơA
The first stage of the afterlife is the grave
Whenever Ameer-ul-Mu`mineen Sayyiduna ‘Usman-e-Ghani
Æ
ȜÅ È ȚøǽȻ
ü ÄǾÄǉȻ ƣȻ
Ä Ţǀ
Ä §Ä used to visit somebody’s grave he would shed tears
Å ʝ
to such an extent that his blessed beard would become wet. It
was asked of him, ‘You do not cry when Paradise and Hell are
mentioned, but you weep a lot by the graves. What is the
Æ
reason for this?’ He ȜÅ È ȚøǽȻÄ Ţǀü ÄǾÄǉȻ ƣȻ
Ä §Ä replied, ‘I heard from the
Å ʝ
Æ
Æ
Ä
ǭ
Blessed Rasool ȔÄÇȒǥÄ ¾ȻÄ Ȝȳ ȑü¾ȻÄ ȜÈȦÄȒÄʋȻ Ţǀü ÄǾÄǉȻ ƣȻ
Å ʄÇ Ä , ‘The first stage of the afterlife
is the grave; if the deceased attains deliverance at this stage
then the subsequent matters are easier than this, and if he does
not receive deliverance at this stage then the matters after it are
more severe.’ 6XQDQ,EQ0DMDKYROSS+DGHHV

Funeral is a silent preacher
Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see how much Sayyiduna ‘Usman
Æ
Æ
 ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ ! He ȜÅ È ȚøǽȻ
Ibn ‘Affaan ȜÅ È ȚøǽȻÄ Ţǀü ÄǾÄǉȻƣȻ
ü ÄǾÄǉȻ ƣȻ
Ä Ţǀ
Ä §Ä would fear Allah Ȑ
Ä §Ä is
Å ʝ
Å ʝ
ğhi

h h

h ȼŲ IǬ
h Š) i.e. those
from amongst the ‘Asharah Mubashsharah (IǬ
Æ
10 fortunate companions ȔȞÅ È ȚøǽȻÄ Ţǀü ÄǾøÄǉȻ ȜøÅ ȹ ȒøȑȻ ʝ
Ä §Ä who were guaranteed
with the glad-tidings of Paradise in particular from the blessed
14
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Äǭ
tongue of the Holy Rasool ȔÄÇȒǥÄ ¾ȻÄ Ȝȳ Æ ȑü¾ȻÄ ȜÆ È ȦÄȒÄʋȻ Ţǀü ÄǾÄǉȻ ƣȻ
Å ʄÇ Ä himself. He is the
one from whom even the innocent angels would feel shyness.
Despite that, he would remain so frightened of the horrors, the
loneliness, and the darkness of the grave. We on the other
hand, have completely forgotten our grave. Despite witnessing
funerals every other day, we never consider the reality that one
day we will also be the centre of a funeral procession. Funerals
definitely play the role of silent preachers. Their silent message
has been captured in the following lines of poetry:

-DQD]DKDDJD\DDJD\NHKUDKDKD\D\MDKDQZDORQ
0D\UD\SHHFKD\FKDOD\DDRWXPKDUDUDKQXPDPD\QKRRQ
The funeral ahead is declaring ‘O humans of this earth’
‘Follow my lead since I am your guide’

Dark and frightful night
O devotees of the Beloved Rasool! How regretfully sad! We see
others being lowered into the grave but we forget that we too
will be lowered into the grave one day. Ah! Our fragility is such
that if the electricity fails at night our heart becomes anxious,
especially when we are alone we become extremely afraid. But
despite all this, we do not worry about the extreme darkness of
the grave. We are failing in offering Salah, observing the Siyam
of Ramadan-ul-Mubarak, paying our full Zakah despite it being
compulsory on us, and fulfilling the rights of our parents.
15
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Ah! Our days and nights are being spent in sins, but undoubtedly
the time of death is fixed and it is not possible to delay it. If we
continue committing sins like this and the call of death arrives
suddenly to shift us into the ditch of the grave, how will we get
through the first night of the grave?
<DGUDNKKHUDDQDDNKLUPDXWKD\
%DQWXPDWDQMDQDDNKLUPDXWKD\
0HUWD\MDWD\KD\QKD]DUDXQDDGDPL
Ռ$DTLORQDGDQDDNKLUPDXWKD\
.\DNKXVKLKRGLONRFKDQGD\]HHVWVD\
*KDP]DGDKKD\MDQDDNKLUPDXWKD\
0XONHIDDQLPD\QIDQDKHUVKD\NRKD\
6XQODJDNHUNDQDDNKLUPDXWKD\
%DDUKDՌ,OPLWXMKD\VDPMKDFKXND\
0DDQ\DPDWPDDQDDNKLUPDXWKD\

hh ûĠ h
hi h  h iġ ğ h
h û ȇA
źŰŔ
ǔŔĶžû j ĸơA
ŉųğ ƤȇǓĵšh ȩĬA
The frightening incident of a splendid mansion
Man often makes long plans but his focus does not remain on
the fact that the reins of life are in the hands of someone else.
When the reins will be pulled suddenly and he will have to die,
all those plans will be destroyed.
16
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In this regard it has been said that a young man from
Madina-tul-Awliya, Multan left his homeland, his city, and his
family to settle in a distant country in his quest for wealth. He
would earn a lot of money and send it to his family members.
Based on a mutual agreement, his family decided to have a
splendid mansion built. The young man would send money
year after year and his relatives would have work done on the
construction of the house and its decoration up until the day
when the splendid mansion was completed. When that young
man came back to his home country, preparations to shift into
the magnificent mansion were in full swing, but just a week
before moving into that splendid mansion, the young man passed
away and instead of moving into the splendid and luxurious
mansion, he was shifted into the dark and gloomy grave.
-DKDQPD\QKD\QՌLEUDWND\KHUVRRQXPXQD\
0DJDUWXMKNRDQGKDNL\DUDQJRERRQD\
.DEKLJKRUVD\EKL\HKGD\NKDKD\WXQD\
-RDDEDGWKD\ZRKPDNDDQDEKD\QVRRQD\
-DJDMHHODJDQD\NLGXQ\DQDKLQKD\
<HKՌLEUDWNLMDKD\WDPDVKDKQDKLQKD\

hh ûĠ h
hi h  h iġ ğ h
h û ȇA
źŰŔ
ŉųğ ƤȇǓĵšh ȩĬA
ǔŔĶžû j ĸơA
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Intoxicated with materialism
It is regretfully sad that most of us have become intoxicated
with worldliness and have forgotten to reflect on the afterlife.
Some of those amongst us are so excited and blissful due to
being lost in the pleasures of this perishing world that they have
become unconcerned with the inevitable destructions of this
world, unaware of the concept of death, completely sunk in the
pleasures of this world. Some have become oblivious of the
certainty of death and so engrossed in availing the luxuries and
comforts of this world that they have forgotten the horrors, the
darkness, and the loneliness of the grave. Ah! Today, all of our
efforts are being spent just to improve the quality of our
worldly lives; concern for the afterlife is rarely seen. Just ponder
for a second, how many well off people have passed away from
this world who had forgotten the solitude of the grave due to
being engaged in money making, craving fame and status,
occupied in expiring joys of kith and kin, in short-lived friend
circles and in rejoicing flattery committed by subordinates.
However, the clouds of mortality came into action, the winds
of death blew, and the hopes of staying long in the world burst
like a bubble. Death deserted their houses. It dragged them from
their high mansions and palaces and shifted them into the dark
and gloomy graves.
Ah! Until yesterday, those people were happy and jubilant amongst
the bliss of their families but today they are grief stricken and
sorrowful within the horror and loneliness of their graves.
18
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$MDOQD\QD.LVUDKLFKRUDQD'DDUD
,VLVD\6LNDQGDUVDIDDWHKEKLKDDUD
+HULNOD\ND\N\DN\DQDKDVUDWVLGKDUD
3DUDUHKJD\DVDE\XQKLWKDDWKVDDUD
-DJDMHHODJDQD\NLGXQ\DQDKLQKD\
<HKՌLEUDWNLMDKD\WDPDVKDKQDKLQKD\

Deception of this world
A person who is taken in by the deception of this mortal world
and becomes completely heedless of death despite seeing the
vulnerability of this world will surely be regretful. Certainly,
the one who falls prey to the deception of worldliness and
forgets his death, the grave, and resurrection, and does not
 ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ is worthy of
perform deeds to get the pleasure of Allah Ȑ
 ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ
condemnation. Warning us of this deception, our Creator Ȑ
has stated in Ayah 5 of Surah Al-Faatir:

Á Á ¿Ä Ä Ì Á Ð Á Â ÁÄ Á ÂÄ Á î
 ° VÁ   õÃ ö´ ]~0Á  .ÃÄ   !C
CªCª
Â ÁÄ Â Á
Ð ÂÄ Â Ð Â ÁÄ Â Á
Á Ð ÄÌ
 èßé  Â 0Ð aÂ ½  õÃ ö´CÃF Ð a½ÁÄ Áª °¬0Á   Ģ C«Á ]  2¡«Ì ÁǟǱ  Â aÁÄ ½ J

O mankind! Undoubtedly, the promise of Allah is true, never
let the life of the world deceive you, and let not the arch deceiver
deceive you regarding the command of Allah.
>.DQ]XO,PDQ 7UDQVODWLRQRI4XUDQ @ 3DUW6XUDK$O)DDWLU$\DK 
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O devotees of the Holy Rasool and dear Islamic brothers! One
who is well aware of the reality of death and the post-death
proceedings can never desire worldliness. Have you ever seen
anyone preparing furniture to be placed into the grave of the
deceased? Have you ever seen air conditioning being fitted in
the grave, a safe being placed there to keep money, or cabinets
made there to adorn trophies won in sports and certificates of
worldly achievements? You have never seen this, and such acts
are not permissible in the Shari’ah anyway. So when we will have
to leave everything here, of what benefit will these educational
degrees be to us? How will the wealth for which we worked so
hard and struggled for our entire lives help us? Ultimately, how
will the status, on the basis of which we displayed arrogance
and pride, ever come to our aid?
Dear Islamic brothers! There is still time; come to your senses
and prepare for the grave and the afterlife.

Live in this world like a traveller
Æ
It is narrated by Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar ǀȖÄ ȞÅ È ȚøǽȻÄ Ţǀü ÄǾøÄǉȻ ȜøÅ ȹ ȒøȑȻ ʝ
Ä §Ä
that the Noble Rasool ȔÄÇȒǥÄ ¾ȻÄ Ȝȳ Æ ȑü¾ȻÄ ȜÆ È ȦÄȒÄʋȻ Ţǀü ÄǾÄǉȻ ÅƣȻ ʄÄÇ ǭÄ held my shoulder and
said, ‘Live in this world as if you are a traveller’. Sayyiduna Ibn
Æ
‘Umar ǀȖÄ ȞÅ È ȚøǽȻÄ Ţǀü ÄǾøÄǉȻ ȜøÅ ȹ ȒøȑȻ ʝ
Ä §Ä used to say, ‘When evening falls, do not
wait for the following morning, and when morning comes, do
not wait for the evening. Prepare for illness whilst you are
healthy, and make preparations for death whilst you are alive.’

6DKLK%XNKDULYROSS+DGHHV
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The worldly life is particularly to cultivate
for the afterlife
Æ
In the final sermon of Sayyiduna ‘Usman-e-Ghani ȜÅ È ȚøǽȻÄ Ţǀü ÄǾÄǉȻ ÅƣȻ ʝ
Ä §Ä ,
 ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ has granted you this world for the sole
he said, ‘Allah Ȑ
purpose to cultivate for the afterlife through its means, and
 ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ did not grant it to you for you to become lost in it.
He Ȑ
Without doubt, this world is destined to perish, and the
Hereafter is everlasting. Make sure that the perishing world
does not divert you and make you heedless of the everlasting
afterlife. Do not give precedence to the perishing worldly life
over the everlasting afterlife because the world will be cut off,
 ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ . Fear
and without doubt we have to return to Allah Ȑ
Ä
ǽ
 Ç ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ Ä , because fearing Him is a shield from His punishment
Allah Ȑ
and a means of approaching Him.’ =DPPXG'XQ\DPDՍ0DZVXՍDK

,EQ$ELG'XQ\DYROSS5DTP

+D\\HKGXQ\DED\ZDIDDDNKLUIDQD
1DUDKDLVPD\QJDGDQDEDGVKDK
This world is disloyal and ultimately mortal
No pauper or king has ever been immortal

O devotees of the Beloved Rasool and dear Islamic brothers!
The example of this world is like that of a pathway, we can
reach the destination after crossing it. Now, the destination is
either Paradise or hellfire! This all depends on how we have
 ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ and the Beloved
made this journey; in obedience to Allah Ȑ
21
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Äǭ
Rasool ȔÄÇȒǥÄ ¾ȻÄ Ȝȳ Æ ȑü¾ȻÄ ȜÆ È ȦÄȒÄʋȻŢǀü ÄǾÄǉȻƣȻ
Å ʄÇ Ä or in non-compliance. Therefore, if we
want to win the bounties of Paradise and stay away from the
punishment of hellfire then we ‘must strive to reform ourselves
and the people of the entire world’.

May my words penetrate your heart!

Announcement by the deceased
The Beloved and Blessed Rasool ȔÄÇȒǥÄ ¾ȻÄ Ȝȳ Æ ȑü¾ȻÄ ȜÆ È ȦÄȒÄʋȻ Ţǀü ÄǾÄǉȻ ÅƣȻ ʄÄÇ ǭÄ has said,
‘I swear by the One Who has my life in His control, if people
were to see his (the deceased’s) abode and hear his speech, they
would forget about the deceased and would cry for themselves.
When the deceased is placed on the funeral bier and lifted, his
soul sits on the bier desperately and calls out, ‘O my family!
May the world not play with you as it has played with me! I
hoarded lawful and unlawful wealth and then left it for others.
Its benefit is for them and its harm is for me. So fear from my
suffering (i.e. take heed from it). $W7D]NLUDKOLO4XUWXELSS

Cry of the dead
Æ
It is narrated by Sayyiduna Abu Sa’eed Khudri ȜÅ È ȚøǽȻÄ Ţǀü ÄǾÄǉȻ ƣȻ
Ä §Ä that
Å ʝ
 ÄÇ ǭ
the Holy Rasool ȔÄÇȒǥÄ ¾ȻÄ Ȝȳ Æ ȑü¾ȻÄ ȜÆ È ȦÄȒÄʋȻ Ţǀü ÄǾÄǉȻ ƣ
Ä has said, ‘When a funeral is
Å Ȼʄ
ready and people lift the deceased onto their shoulders, then if
the deceased is pious he says, ‘Take me quickly’, and if he is a
wicked person he says to his relatives, ‘Ah! Where are you taking
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me?’ Except humans, everything else hears his voice, and if a
human is to hear it, he would fall unconscious.’
6DKLK%XNKDULYROSS+DGHHV 

Call of the grave
Æ
 ü Ä ǾÄǉȻƣȻ
It is narrated by Sayyiduna Abul Hajjaj Sumaali ȜÅ È ȚøǽÄ ȻŢǀ
Ä §Ä that
Å ʝ
Æ
Æ
Ä
ǭ
the Noble Rasool ȔÄÇȒǥÄ ¾ȻÄ Ȝȳ ȑü¾ȻÄ ȜÈȦÄȒÄʋȻŢǀü ÄǾÄǉȻƣȻ
Å ʄÇ Ä has said, ‘When the deceased
is lowered into the grave (buried), the grave addresses him:
O human! Woe to you! Why had you forgotten me? Did you
not even know that I am the home of tribulation, the home of
darkness? What made you walk over me arrogantly?’ If the
deceased was pious, a voice from the unseen will say to the
grave, ‘O grave! If he is from amongst those who would invite
towards good and forbid from evil, then? (i.e. how will you
treat him?)’ The grave responds, ‘If this is the case, then I will
turn into a garden for him.’ Then, the body of this person
transforms into Noor (light), and his soul ascends towards the
 ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ of the Worlds.’
court of the Rab Ȑ

0XVQDG$EL<DՍODYROSS+DGHHV

O devotees of the Blessed Rasool and dear Islamic brothers!
Contemplate seriously about that time when we will be left
alone in the grave, anxiety will have overcome us, neither will
we be able to go anywhere nor can call anyone, and there will
be no escape. At that time, what will transpire when we would
hear that heart-ripping call of the grave!
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4DEUUR]DQDK\HKNHUWLKD\SXNDU
0XMKPD\QKD\QNHHUD\PDNRUD\ED\VKXPDU
<DGUDNKPD\QKRRQDQGKD\ULNRWKUL
0XMKPD\VXQZDKVKDWWXMKD\KRJLEDUL
0D\UD\DQGHUWXDND\ODD\HJD
+DQPDJDUDՍPDDOOD\WDD\HJD
7D\UDIDQWD\UDKXQDUՌXKGDKWD\UD
.DDPD\HJDQDVHUPD\DKWD\UD
'DZODWHGXQ\DND\SHHFKD\WXQDMD
$DNKLUDWPD\QPDDONDKD\NDDPN\D
'LOVD\GXQ\DNLPDKDEEDWGRRUNHU
'LO1DELND\ՌLVKTVD\PDՍPRRUNHU
/RQGRQR3DULVND\VDSQD\FKKRUGD\
%DV0DGLQD\KLVD\ULVKWDKMRUOD\

Garden of Paradise or ditch of hellfire
Äǭ
The Beloved Rasool ȔÄÇȒǥÄ ¾ȻÄ Ȝȳ Æ ȑü¾ȻÄ ȜÆ È ȦÄȒÄʋȻ Ţǀü ÄǾÄǉȻ ƣȻ
Å ʄÇ Ä has said, ‘The grave is
either a garden from the gardens of Paradise or a ditch from
the ditches of hellfire.’ 6XQDQXW7LUPL]LYROSS+DGHHV 

*RUHQD\NDDQEDJKKRJL.KXOGND
0XMULPRQNLTDEUGR]DNKNDJHUKD
The graves of pious will be Heavenly gardens
The graves of criminals, infernal pits
24

www.dawateislami.net

First Night in the Grave



The mercy of the grave for the obedient
Dear Islamic brothers! In the grave, there will be comforts for
those who offer Salah and act upon the Sunnahs, and a lot of
agonies for those who do not offer Salah and adopt sinful
fashion that is against the Shari’ah.
Æ Ȼ ǆÅ ƅ
In this regard, ‘Allamah Imam Jalaluddin Suyuti ȜÈȦÄȒÄʋȻ Ţǀü ÄǾÄǉȻ ƣ
Ä È §Ä
has stated, ‘It is narrated from Sayyiduna ‘Ubayd Bin ‘Umayr
Æ
ȜÅ È ȚøÄǽȻ Ţǀ
ü Ä ǾÄǉȻ ƣȻ
Ä §Ä that the grave says to the deceased, ‘If you were
Å ʝ
 ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ in your lifetime then today I will be
obedient to Allah Ȑ
 ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ in
merciful to you, and if you were disobedient to Allah Ȑ
your lifetime then I am a torment for you. I am a home that
you will exit from joyously if you were pious and obedient when
you entered me; but if you were disobedient and sinful then
you will exit from me ruined.’

6KDUKXV6XGRRUSS$KZDDOXO4XERRUOL,EQ5DMDESS

Call from neighbouring graves
It is said, ‘When the deceased is buried and he is tormented,
the deceased in the neighbouring graves call out to him and
say, ‘O newcomer! Did you not learn a lesson from our death?
Did you not see how our activities finished? And you had the
chance to perform good deeds, but you wasted the time.’ Every
part of the grave calls out to him and says, ‘O you who walked
on the earth arrogantly! Why did you not learn lessons from
25
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those who died? Did you not see how people lifted your dead
relatives one after the other to take them to the graves?’
6KDUKXV6XGRRUSS

Conversation with the deceased
It is mentioned in ‘Sharh-us-Sudoor’: Sayyiduna Sa’eed Bin
Æ
Musayyab ȜÅ È ȚøǽȻÄ Ţǀü ÄǾÄǉȻƣȻ
Ä §Ä has stated, ‘Once we went to the graveyard
Å ʝ
of Madina-tul-Munawwarah with Ameer-ul-Mu`mineen,
Sayyiduna ‘Ali-ul-Murtada ȔɌȥǠÆ øŏÄ ɌøȑȻ ȜøÅ ÄȞøǑɌ ¾ȻÄ Ţǀø
ü ÄǾøÄǉȻ Ȝø
Å ȹ ȒøȑȻ »Ä ǠÄÇ øÄŎ. Sayyiduna
ø
ŏ
ø
ȑ
ø
Ŏ
Æ
Ȕ
ȥ
Ǡ
Ɍ
Ȼ
Ȝø
Ȟø
Ǒ
¾Ȼ
Ţǀø
Ǿø
ǉ
Ȼ
Ȝø
Ȓ
øȑȻ
»
Ǡ
Maula ‘Ali Ɍ Ä Å Ä Ɍ Ä ü Ä Ä Å ȹ Ä ÄÇ Ä greeted the people of the graves
with Salam and said, ‘O people of the graves! Will you give
your news to us, or shall we give news to you?’ Sayyiduna
Æ
Sa’eed Bin Musayyab ȜÅ È ȚøǽȻÄ Ţǀü ÄǾÄǉȻ ÅƣȻ ʝ
Ä §Ä said, ‘We heard the words of
i hhh h ġ i h û h h i h ğ h ûh h h
ȵŷĻȢŋɅb jĬA ĹųZńKb _ƆŏɉA ūžŰŠb from the graves, and somebody was
Æ
saying, ‘O Ameer-ul-Mu`mineen (ȜÅ È ȚøǽȻÄ Ţǀü ÄǾÄǉȻ ƣȻ
Ä §Ä )! Give us the
Å ʝ
news about what happened after our death.’
Sayyiduna Maula ‘Ali ȔɌȥǠÆ øŏÄ ɌøȑȻ ȜøÅ ÄȞøǑɌ ¾ȻÄ Ţǀø
ü ÄǾøÄǉȻ Ȝø
Å ȹ ȒøȑȻ »Ä ǠÄÇ øÄŎ then said, ‘Listen!
Your assets have been distributed, your wives have remarried,
your children became orphans, and your enemies are living in
the houses which you made so strong. Now tell us what
happened with you.’ Listening to that, an occupant of a grave
replied, ‘O Ameer-ul-Mu`mineen! Our shrouds have been
ripped to shreds, our hair withered away, our skin tore into
pieces, our eyes poured out onto our cheeks, and pus is flowing
through our nostrils. We received whatever we had sent forward
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(i.e. the deeds we performed), and we have incurred loss in
whatever we left behind.’
6KDUKXV6XGRRUSS,EQՌ$VDNLUYROSS

Where are those beautiful faces now?
Æ
Sayyiduna Abu Bakr Siddeeq ȜÅ È ȚøǽȻÄ Ţǀü Ä ǾÄǉȻ ƣȻ
Ä §Ä would say during the
Å ʝ
sermon, ‘Where are those with beautiful faces? Where are
those who were arrogant about their youthfulness? Where have
those kings gone who had magnificent cities constructed and
had them fortified with giant forts? Where are those who were
victorious in the battlefields? Without doubt, time degraded
them and they are now lying in the darkness of the grave. Hurry
up! Advance in performing good deeds and seek salvation!’

6KXՍDEXO,PDQYROSS+DGHHV

Make preparations right now
Æ
Dear Islamic brothers! Sayyiduna Abu Bakr Siddeeq ȜÅ È ȚøǽȻÄ Ţǀü ÄǾÄǉȻÅƣȻʝ
Ä §Ä
is awakening us from the deep sleep of negligence and urging
us to prepare for our graves and resurrection by reminding us
of the instability and disloyalty of this world, and the darkness
of our graves. He is giving us the mindset of preparing for the
grave and the Day of Resurrection. In reality, the truly intelligent
person is he who, whilst preparing for death before the arrival
of death, gathers a treasure of good deeds and arranges for
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illumination in his grave by taking with him the Madani lamp
of the Sunnah.
Be warned! The grave will not pay regard for who is inside it –
whether he is rich or poor, a minister or his counsellor, a ruler
or a subject, an officer or a secretary, an employer or an
employee, a doctor or a patient, a landowner or a labourer,
whoever he be; if he is deficient in preparations for the afterlife,
if he has deliberately missed his Salah, not observed the Siyam
of Ramadan without any valid Shar’i excuse, not paid Zakah
despite it being Fard on him, not performed Hajj when it was
Fard on him, not enforced veiling prescribed by the Shari’ah
despite having the authority to do so, disobeyed his parents,
had a habit of telling lies, backbiting, and tale-telling, watched
films and dramas, listened to music, shaved his beard or trimmed
it to less than a fist length, in short, if he has committed
 ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ and His Rasool
excessive sins, then in the case that Allah Ȑ
Äǭ
ȔÄÇȒǥÄ ¾ȻÄ Ȝȳ Æ ȑü¾Ä ȻȜÆ È ȦÄȒÄʋȻŢǀ
ü ÄǾÄǉȻƣȻ
Å ʄÇ Ä are displeased with him, he will suffer nothing
but regret and sorrow.
The one who would have regularly offered Nawafil
(supererogatory Salah) in addition to fulfilling the Fard Salah,
kept supererogatory Siyam in addition to the Siyam of
Ramadan, went from street to street and town to town inviting
towards righteousness, not only learnt knowledge of the Holy
Quran himself but also did not feel hesitation in giving Dars to
others, established Dars at his home, travelled in the Madani
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Qafilah in order to learn the Sunnahs for at least 3 days every
month and also encouraged other Muslims to travel, filled in
the Madani In’amaat booklet every day and handed it in to the
relevant responsible Islamic brother on the first day of every
 ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ and
Islamic month, if by the grace and favour of Allah Ȑ
Æ
Æ
Ä
ȳ
ǭ
His Beloved Rasool ȔÄÇȒǥÄ ¾ȻÄ Ȝȑü¾ȻÄ ȜÈȦÄȒÄʋȻ Ţǀü ÄǾÄǉȻ ƣȻ
Å ʄÇ Ä he left this world with his
Æ
Ä
faith intact, Ȑ Ç ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ ȜøȹȒøȑÄƴˠǩÄ Ȼ ¼È  the blessings will overwhelm his grave
Äǭ
and the fountains of the Noor of the Nabi ȔÄÇȒǥÄ ¾ȻÄ Ȝȳ Æ ȑü¾ȻÄ ȜÆ È ȦÄȒÄʋȻŢǀü ÄǾÄǉȻƣȻ
Å ʄÇ Ä will
continue to illuminate his grave.
4DEUPD\QOHKUD\DLQJH\WDKDVKUFKDVKPD\1RRUND\
-DOZDKIHUPDKRJLMDEWDOՍDW5DVRROXOODKNL
Fountains of light will flow in my grave till the resurrection
When the splendour of Allah’s Rasool emerges
+DGDLTH%DNKVKLVK 

How did a singer join Dawat-e-Islami?
O devotees of the Beloved Rasool! Stay attached to the Madani
environment of Dawat-e-Islami all the time, Ȑ ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ÄǽȜøȹȒøȑÄƴˠǩÄ Ȼ ¼È Æ you
will attain success in both the worlds. In order to persuade you,
I will present to you a faith-refreshing Madani marvel. In this
regard, an Islamic brother (aged approximately 27) from Malir
(Bab-ul-Madinah, Karachi) said, ‘I was fond of reciting Na’ats
in my childhood, and sometimes I would fulfil song requests
and sing songs at family functions. As my voice was good, I
29
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would receive great praise for that, which would inflate my ego.
When I got a little older, I became ambitious to learn strumming
the guitar and I even enrolled myself in an academy to learn
how to sing.
After learning, I took part in many singing competitions for
many years, and I even sang on various television channels. As
time went on, I gained more and more fame. Then I got the
opportunity to perform at a massive show in Dubai. From
there, I travelled to India, where I took part in various singing
competitions for approximately 6 months. I sang at large
functions and in films and gained name as well as a lot of
wealth. Then I went on a tour of different countries with a
team of singers including Canada (Toronto and Vancouver), 10
states of America (Chicago, Los Angeles, San Francisco etc.),
and (London) England.
When I returned to my homeland for a short period, my family
members and the people of my neighbourhood applauded me.
Even though my Nafs (lower self) gained great pleasure from
that, the core of my heart was not at peace and I felt that
something was missing. My heart was seeking spirituality. I
started going to the Masjid to offer Salah and I gained the
honour of participating in the Dars of Faizan-e-Sunnat that
took place there after Salat-ul-‘Isha. The Dars impressed me, so
I began to sit in it from time to time. However, the vision of
going abroad to sing, earn wealth, and gain fame was repeatedly
30

www.dawateislami.net

First Night in the Grave



overwhelming my heart and mind. As soon as the Islamic
brothers would start individual effort on me after the Dars, I
would make excuses and get away.
One night, in a dream I saw a preacher of Dawat-e-Islami who
was standing at a high place calling me towards him. It was as
if he was encouraging me to get out of the swamp of sins that I
was sunk in. When I awoke in the morning I reflected and
contemplated for a short while on the way I was living my life,
but I stayed in that sinful state. After some time, I saw another
dream which left me totally shaken! What did I see? I saw that
I had died and my body was being given Ghusl (ritual bath).
Then I found myself in Barzakh1. At that time I felt more
helpless than ever before. I said to myself, ‘You wanted to be
really famous?! Now look at your state!’
When I awoke that morning, I was sweating profusely and my
entire body was trembling. It felt as though I had been sent
back into the world with another chance. Now the mission of
singing and fame had completely abolished from my mind.
I repented sincerely for my sins and I vowed that I would never
sing songs again. When my family members found out about
that they reacted and opposed my decision strongly, but by virtue
Äǭ
 ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ and His Rasool ȔÄÇȒǥÄ ¾ȻÄ Ȝȳ Æ ȑü¾ȻÄ ȜÆ È ȦÄȒÄʋȻŢǀ
of the grace of Allah Ȑ
ü ÄǾÄǉȻƣȻ
Å ʄÇ Ä I had
established a Madani mindset, therefore I remained firm on

1

Barzakh is an intermediate world where people have to stay after death till the
onset of the Resurrection Day.
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my decision. I was then blessed with seeing the same preacher
of Dawat-e-Islami in my dream who I had seen previously. He
encouraged me. I gained steadfastness in Dawat-e-Islami in
accordance with the following Ayah of the Holy Quran:

ÁÄ
Â Á
 CÁ «Ð Ã  0Ð ]CRÁ Á Ðª_Ã 0Á
Â Á
Á
Ð Á Á ÄÌ Á
Á
Ð
 èàãă é  ǂÁ ǈÃ gÃ WÐ Â   ɗÁ  õÁ ö´ .ÃÄ  0Á  ĔCÁ GÂ fÂ  ȞÐ ȠÄ Á ª]Ã Ð Á 
And those who struggled in Our path – We shall surely show
them Our paths; and indeed Allah is with the righteous ones.
>.DQ]XO,PDQ 7UDQVODWLRQRI4XUDQ @ 3DUW$OՌ$QNDERRW$\DK 

I began offering Salah regularly, adorned my face with the
blessed beard, and adorned my head with the green ‘Imamah
(Sunnah turban). Before, I used to read song lyrics, but now it
became a part of my routines to read the books and booklets
published by Maktaba-tul Madinah.
One night, when I fell asleep reading a book, my fortune awoke
and I was blessed with seeing the Beloved and Blessed Rasool
Äǭ
ȔÄÇȒǥÄ ¾ȻÄ Ȝȳ Æ ȑü¾ȻÄ ȜÆ È ȦÄȒÄʋȻ Ţǀ
ü ÄǾÄǉȻ ƣȻ
Å ʄÇ Ä in my dream, for which I cannot pay apt
 ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ . My heart gained great support from
gratitude to my Rab Ȑ
that. Then, when the blessed grave of Mufti-e-Dawat-e-Islami,
‘Allamah, Haafiz, Mufti Muhammad Farooq ‘Attari Madani
Æ Ȼ ǆÅ ƅ
ȜÈȦÄȒÄʋȻ Ţǀ
ü ÄǾÄǉȻ ƣ
Ä È §Ä uncovered due to persistent heavy rains, I was
32

www.dawateislami.net

First Night in the Grave



overjoyed upon seeing that his body was still safe and sound,
his shroud still intact, and upon seeing the sight of his green
‘Imamah and his hair (still sound and intact). I was delighted
 ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ and His Rasool
to see the grace and favour of Allah Ȑ
Äǭ
ȔÄÇȒǥÄ ¾ȻÄ Ȝȳ Æ ȑü¾ȻÄ ȜÆ È ȦÄȒÄʋȻŢǀ
ü ÄǾÄǉȻƣȻ
Å ʄÇ Ä upon those attached to Dawat-e-Islami.
After continuing with Madani work, the singer of the past,
Junayd Shaykh, is today a preacher and Na’at Khuwan of
Dawat-e-Islami by virtue of the Madani environment.

 ȜøȹȒøȑȻÆ ǜø
Å Ȗ
Ä È ȑÄ , at the time of this writing, fortunately I use to
È ǖø
deliver Dars from Faizan-e-Sunnat, to call Sada-e-Madinah
(i.e. waking Muslims up for Salat-ul-Fajr), and to partake in
the Madani Daurah (Madani visit) as the Nigran of a Zayli
 ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ grant me
Mushawarat of Dawat-e-Islami. May Allah Ȑ
steadfastness in the Madani environment until my last breath.
ȐÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ

h ûh h  h h iġ ğ h
ğ
űŰŎh bh jȔ
ȳ Abj
ŷžŰŠǓĵšȩĬAǔŔ

û h û k ğ h û 
ǻjŲƅAƱ
j ǻjŲA
j j ȍAj aĵƎ

hh ûĠ h
hi h  h iġ ğ h
h û ȇA
ŉųğ ƤȇǓĵšh ȩĬA
ǔŔĶžû jĸơA
źŰ Ŕ
Dreamt about 99 Asma-ul-Husna
(Glorious Names of Allah)

O devotees of the Holy Rasool and dear Islamic brothers! A
few days after having had this Madani marvel written down,
the world’s famous former singer Junayd Shaykh told Sag-e33
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Madinah (the author), ‘Ȑ ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ ȜøȹȒøȑȻÆ ǜøÅ ȖÈ ǖøÄ È ȑÄ  recently I was blessed once
Äǭ
more with dreaming the Beloved Rasool ȔÄÇȒǥÄ ¾ȻÄ Ȝȳ Æ ȑü¾Ä Ȼ ȜÆ È ȦÄȒÄʋȻ Ţǀü ÄǾÄǉȻ ƣȻ
Å ʄÇ Ä
and was hinted towards learning the 99 Asma-ul-Husna of
 ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ , and Ȑ
 ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾Ä ǢÄÇ ǽÄ ȜøȹȒøȑȻÆ ǜø
Allah Ȑ
Å ȖÈ ǖø
Ä È ȑÄ  I have now memorized them.’
ȐÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ Ȝˠȹ ȒøȑȻ Ș
ü È ǄøǥÅ ,
Ä øǖ

the excellence of learning the 99 Asma-ul-Husna
has been mentioned in a Hadees, but it is high fortune that the
Beloved and Blessed Rasool ȔÄÇȒǥÄ ¾ȻÄ Ȝȳ Æ ȑü¾ȻÄ ȜÆ È ȦÄȒÄʋȻŢǀü ÄǾÄǉȻÅƣȻʄÄÇ ǭÄ himself came into
the dream of his devotee and specifically encouraged him to do
that. Listen to the virtue of the 99 Asma-ul-Husna and rejoice.
The Rasool of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the
Äǭ
 ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ
Most Generous and Kind ȔÄÇȒǥÄ ¾ȻÄ Ȝȳ Æ ȑü¾ȻÄ ȜÆ È ȦÄȒÄʋȻŢǀü ÄǾÄǉȻƣȻ
Å ʄÇ Ä has stated, ‘Allah Ȑ
has 99 names; whoever memorized them will enter Paradise.’
6DKLK%XNKDULYROSS+DGHHV

(For details, see page 895 to 898 of Nuzhat-ul-Qaari, the commentary
on Sahih Bukhari).

hh ûĠ h
hi h  h iġ ğ h
h û ȇA
źŰŔ
ŉųğ ƤȇǓĵšh ȩĬA
ǔŔĶžû j ĸơA
Dear Islamic brothers! Whilst concluding the Bayan, I would like
to gain the honour of mentioning the excellence of the Sunnah
and presenting some Sunnahs and manners. The Rasool of
Äǭ
Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah ȔÄÇȒǥÄ ¾ȻÄ Ȝȳ Æ ȑü¾ȻÄ ȜÆ È ȦÄȒÄʋȻŢǀü ÄǾÄǉȻƣȻ
Å ʄÇ Ä has stated,
‘Whoever loved my Sunnah loved me, and whoever loved me
will be with me in Paradise.’
0LVKNDWXO0DVDELKYROSS+DGHHV
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6XQQDWD\QՌDDPNDUD\Q'HHQNDKDPNDDPNDUD\Q
1D\NKRMD\DLQ0XVDOPDQ0DGLQD\ZDOD\
May we spread Sunnahs and serve your religion
May Muslims become devout O! Master of Madinah

hh ûĠ h
hi h  h iġ ğ h
h û ȇA
źŰŔ
ŉųğ ƤȇǓĵšh ȩĬA
ǔŔĶžû j ĸơA
14 Madani pearls about clothing
Äǭ
First here are three sayings of the Holy Nabi ȔÄÇȒǥÄ ¾Ä ȻȜȳ Æ ȑü¾ȻÄ ȜÆ È ȦÄȒÄʋȻŢǀü ÄǾÄǉȻƣȻ
Å ʄÇ Ä :

1.

The veil between the eyesight of the jinn and the Satr (body
parts which are necessary to be concealed) of a person is
ġ
û j ȵ when he is about to take off his clothes.’
to recite ĬA űj Zŏ
$O0XՍMDPXO$ZVDWYROSS+DGHHV

The renowned commentator, Hakeem-ul-Ummat, Mufti
Æ Ȼ ǆÅ ÄƅÈ § has stated, ‘That is, the
Ahmad Yar Khan ȜÈȦÄȒÄʋȻ Ţǀü Ä ǾÄǉȻ ƣ
Ä
manner in which a wall or a curtain becomes a barrier to
the vision of people, similarly this invocation of Allah’s
name will be a barrier to the vision of jinns such that the
jinns will not be able to see him. 0LUDWXO0DQDMLKYROSS
2.

Whoever puts his clothes on and invokes the following, all
of his preceding and succeeding sins will be forgiven.
6XQDQ$EL'DZRRGYROSS+DGHHV
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Ã ȠÄÇ øÅȉ ȭÄ ¾Ä ŶÆ
Æ ǦÄÄ ŎĀ
Æ È ʌȘÆ
È ȕÆɟȦÈ ʮÆ Äȉ¨Ä §Ä ¾
Ä ŸÄ
È ǞÆ ÄÇȑÆɟÇüȒÆȑǜÅ ȖÈ ǖÈÄ ȑÄ 
È ÇÆ ȕÇ ºÃ ȠÈ Ǖ
Ä ÄǞȝü Èťż
 ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ who
Translation of this Du’a: All praise is for Allah Ȑ

clothed me with this garment and blessed me with it, without
any power or might of my own.

3.

Whoever abandons wearing elegant clothes out of
 ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ
humbleness despite having the capacity to do so, Allah Ȑ
will clothe him with the cloak of majesty.
6XQDQ$EL'DZRRGYROSS+DGHHV

7D\ULVDGJLSD\ODNKDXQWD\ULՌDDML]LSD\ODNKDXQ
+RVDODPHՌDML]DQDK0DGDQL0DGLQD\ZDOD\

4.

Äǭ
The sacred attire of the Beloved Rasool ȔÄÇȒǥÄ ¾Ä ȻȜȳ Æ ȑü¾ȻÄ ȜÆ È ȦÄȒÄʋȻŢǀü ÄǾÄǉȻƣȻ
Å ʄÇ Ä was
usually of white cloth. .DVKIXO,OWLEDVILV7LKEDELO/LEDVSS

5.

Clothing should be from Halal earnings, and no Salah, Fard
or Nafl, is accepted whilst wearing clothing obtained from
Haraam earnings. .DVKIXO,OWLEDVILV7LKEDELO/LEDVSS

6.

It is narrated, ‘Whoever ties his ‘Imamah whilst sitting, or
 ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ will
wears his lower garment whilst standing, Allah Ȑ
inflict such a disease upon him for which there is no cure.’
.DVKIXO,OWLEDVILV7LKEDELO/LEDVSS
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7.

When putting clothes on, start from the right side. For
example, when putting on a Kurta (over shirt), put your
right hand into the right sleeve and then your left hand into
the left sleeve. .DVKIXO,OWLEDVILV7LKEDELO/LEDVSS

8.

In the same way, when putting on the lower garment, put
your right foot into the right leg first and then your left
foot into the left leg, and when you are taking your clothes
off, do the opposite i.e. start with the left.

9.

On page 52 of part 16 of Bahar-e-Shari’at, the 312-page
publication of Maktaba-tul-Madinah, the publishing
department of Dawat-e-Islami, it has been stated, ‘It is
Sunnah to have the length of the Kurta up to halfway down
the shin, and the length of the sleeve up to the fingers at
most, and its width one hand span.
5DGGXO0XKWDUYROSS

10. It is Sunnah for males to keep the bottom of their pyjamas
or Tahband (sarong) above the ankles.
0LUDWXO0DQDMLKYROSS

11. Men should wear only masculine clothing and women
should wear only feminine clothing. This distinction should
also be taken into account when dressing small children.
12. On page 481 of volume 1 of Bahar-e-Shari’at, the 1250page publication of Maktaba-tul-Madinah, the publishing
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department of Dawat-e-Islami, it has stated, ‘The part of
the man’s body from below the navel up to the knees is
‘Awrah i.e. concealing it is Fard. Navel is not included in
it and the knees are included.
'XUUH0XNKWDU5DGGXO0XKWDUYROSS

These days many people wear the lower garment below
the navel in such a way that some part below the navel
remains exposed. If in this state the Kurta (over shirt) etc.
covers that area such that the colour of the skin is not
visible then it is fine, otherwise it is Haraam (forbidden)
and if ¼ of such part remained exposed in Salah, then the
Salah will not be valid. %DKDUH6KDULՍDW
13. Nowadays, many people roam around wearing shorts that
expose their knees and thighs which is Haraam. Looking
towards the exposed knees and thighs of such people is also
Haraam. Specifically, such scenes are found at the seaside,
at sports venues, and at gyms; therefore one must observe
extreme caution if he has to visit such places.
14. Clothing worn out of arrogance is prohibited. In order to
determine whether or not it is out of arrogance can be
done through reflecting on whether you find your state of
mind after wearing those clothes to be the same as before
wearing them or not; if it is the same, then arrogance is
not intended behind that attire. If that previous state does
38

www.dawateislami.net

First Night in the Grave



not remain, then arrogance has crept in. Therefore, refrain
from wearing such clothing, as arrogance is a very bad trait.
%DKDUH6KDULՍDWSDUWSS5DGGXO0XKWDUYROSS

Madani appearance
The Madani appearance is to keep a beard, to maintain Zulfayn
(the Rasool’s hairstyle), to put on green turban (the green colour
should not be dark), to wear a white Kurta up to halfway down
the shin in length complying to Sunnah with the sleeves a hand
span wide, with a Miswak visible on the chest pocket at the side
of the heart, and the lower garment above the ankles.
(If there is also a white Chaadar [shawl] over the head and a
brown one to do Parday mayn Pardah [veil within veil acting
upon the Madani In’amaat] then it is Madinah-Madinah!) When
I see any Islamic brother in the Madani appearance described
above, my heart is overjoyed and it blossoms like a garden – in
fact it becomes a garden of Madinah!

Du’a of ‘Attar
 ÄÇ ǑÄ ¾ÄÄ ǢÇ ǽÄ ! Grant me and to all those Islamic brothers who
O Allah Ȑ
adopt the Madani appearance, martyrdom under the shade of
the Grand Green Dome, burial in Jannat-ul-Baqi’, and closeness
Äǭ
to Your Beloved Rasool ȔÄÇȒǥÄ ¾ȻÄ Ȝȳ Æ ȑü¾ȻÄ ȜÆ È ȦÄȒÄʋȻŢǀü ÄǾÄǉȻƣȻ
Å ʄÇ Ä in Jannat-ul-Firdaus.
h ûh h  h h iġ ğ h
ğ
űŰŎh bh jȔ
ȳ Abj
ŷžŰŠǓĵšȩĬAǔŔ

û h û k ğ h û 
ǻjŲƅAƱ
j ǻjŲA
j j ȍAj aĵƎ
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8QNDGHHZDQDKՌ,PDPDKDXU]XOIRUHHVKPD\Q
/DJUDKDKD\0DGDQLKXO\HPD\QZRKNLWQDVKDQGDU
His lover with a turban, Sunnah-style hair and a beard
How great he looks in the Madani appearance

In order to learn thousands of Sunnahs, please buy and read the
two publications of Maktaba-tul-Madinah, ‘Bahar-e–Shari’at
(part 16)’, consisting of 312 pages, and ‘Sunnatayn aur Adaab’,
consisting of 120 pages. A marvellous method for acquiring the
knowledge of the Sunnah is to travel with the Madani Qafilahs
of Dawat-e-Islami in the company of the devotees of the
Beloved Rasool.
6HHNKQD\6XQQDWD\Q4DILOD\PD\QFKDOR
/RRWQD\UDKPDWD\Q4DILOD\PD\QFKDOR
+DXQJLKDOPXVKNLOD\Q4DILOD\PD\QFKDOR
3DRJH\EDUDNDWD\Q4DILOD\PD\QFKDOR
To learn the Sunnahs, travel with the Qafilah
To attain mercies, travel with the Qafilah
Your difficulties will be solved, travel with the Qafilah
You will receive great blessings, travel with the Qafilah

hh ûĠ h
hi h  h iġ ğ h
h û ȇA
źŰŔ
ŉųğ ƤȇǓĵšh ȩĬA
ǔŔĶžû j ĸơA
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