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Du’ā for Reading the Book
Read the following Du’ā (supplication) before you study a religious
book or an Islamic lesson, you will remember whatever you study,
ﺷ ﺂءَاﻟـﻠـﻪ ﻋَ َّﺰ َو َﺟ َّﻞ
َ اِ ْن:

ۡ ُ ۡ  َ ۡ" َ َ ۡ َ! ِ ۡ َ َ َ َوا#ا َ ُ ۡا
ۡ ۡ َ َ َۡ َ َ َ َ َ ۡ َ َ ۡ َ َ
َ
ام%&ِ'ـ ذاا*) ِل وا, -! ر
Translation
Yā Allah

! َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ

Open the portal of knowledge and wisdom for us,

and have mercy on us! O the One Who is the most Honourable and
Glorious!
(Al-Mustaṭraf, vol. 1, pp. 40)

Note: Recite Ṣalāt-‘Alan-Nabī

once before and after the Du’ā.
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14 Reading Intentions
َ َ ۡ ّ ٌ ۡ َ 26ۡ ُ ۡ ِ ُ ا. i.e. a
َﺻ
The Noble Prophet اﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ُ #ّ َ has said: ٖ ِ / 0ِ2 45 0ِ
ِ

Muslim’s intention values more than his deed.’

(Al-Mu’jam-ul-Kabīr, vol. 6, pp. 185, Ḥadīš 5942)

Two Madani pearls

C Without a good intention, no reward is granted for a righteous
deed.

C The more righteous intentions, the greater reward
14 Intentions for reading this book
1.

Before I start reading this book, I will glorify Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ,

2.

recite Ṣalāt,

3.

Ta’awwuż, and

4.

Tasmiyyaĥ. (By reading two lines of Arabic given atop this page,
these four intentions shall be acted upon.)

5.

I will look at the Quranic verses, and

6.

Aḥādīš.
iv
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7.

I will read this book from beginning to end to please Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ.

8.

To the best of my ability, I will try to read it whilst in the state
of Wuḍū, and facing the Qiblaĥ.

9.

Wherever I read Allah’s name, I will invoke “9ـ7َ  َو8” ـ.

َ

10. And wherever I read the Holy Prophet’s name, I will invoke
ٰ ََ ٰ ََ ُ
 ا:;َ ”.
“ =َ ۡ ِ َوا ِ<ٖ َو
11. (On my own book) I will underline important points as needed.
12. I will try to persuade others to read this book.

ۡ@ ََ َۡ ََ
13. With the intention of acting upon this Ḥadīš: ?اA B  دواi.e. give
gifts to each other, it will enrich affection amongst you. (Muwaṭṭā
Imām Mālik, vol. 2, pp. 407, Ḥadīš 1731) I shall buy this book (at least
one or whatever number my financial situation allows) and
pass on as a gift to others.
14. If I spot any Shar’ī mistake in this book, I will inform the
publisher in writing. (To verbally inform the publisher or author
about the mistakes is not so useful.)

•••
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Al-Madina-tul-‘Ilmiyyaĥ
From: Shaykh-e-Ṭarīqat, Amīr-e-Aĥl-e-Sunnat, founder of Dawat-eIslami, ‘Allāmaĥ Maulānā Abu Bilal Muhammad Ilyas ‘Attar Qadiri
Razavi Ziyai ـﺖ ﺑَـ َﺮﻛَـﺎ ُﺗ ُـﻬ ُـﻢ اﻟْـﻌَـﺎﻟِـﻴَـﻪ
ْ اﻣ
َ َد
ٰ ََ ٰ ََ ُ
=َ ۡ ِ َوا ِ<ٖ َو
 ا:;َ

ٰ

ۡ َ
ۡ
ُ َ ۡ َا
ٖ<ِ ?ۡ =ُ  َر9ِ HIِJ ِ ٖ َوF Gَ ِ  اE ِ ِ C ۡ D

Dawat-e-Islami, the global and non-political movement for the
propagation of Quran and Sunnaĥ is committed to revive the
Sunnaĥ, to propagate the call for righteousness, and to publish the
religious knowledge of Sharī’aĥ in the entire world; and in order to
execute all of these functions in an organised manner, various
departments have been established and one among these diverse
departments is “Al-Madīna-tul-‘Ilmiyyaĥ”, which is based on
religious scholars and honourable Muftis and is endeavouring to
provide educational, research based authentic publications. This
department has the following six sub-units:
1.

Department for A’lā Ḥaḍrat’s books

2.

Department for curriculum books

3.

Department for reform books

4.

Department for translation

5.

Department for scrutiny of books

6.

Department for referencing of books
vi
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The first priority of Al-Madīna-tul-‘Ilmiyyaĥ is to deliver the
phenomenal and exceptional books of the erudite scholar Imām
Aḥmad Razā Khān  َﻋـﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َر ْﲪَ ُﺔ اﻟـ َّﺮ ْﲪٰﻦas per the need of the current era in
simple language and style.
All Islamic brothers and sisters are requested to provide their full
possible support in this educational, research based and publicationrelated Madanī work and they are further requested to read the books
published by this department and to motivate others to do the same.
May Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞgrant Dawat-e-Islami and all its departments, including
Al-Madīna-tul-‘Ilmiyyaĥ success, growth, peace, prosperity and
popularity and may Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞbless our virtuous efforts with the
jewels of sincerity and make it a means of betterment in both worlds.
May Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞgrant us martyrdom under the blissful shade of
Gumbad-e-Khazrā (the Green Dome), grant us burial in Jannat-ulBaqī’ and bless us with a place in Jannat-ul-Firdaus.
ٰ ََ ٰ ََ ُ
=َ ۡ ِ َوا ِ<ٖ َو
 ا:;َ

•••
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Preface
@َ

َۡ

ََّ ۡ

َۡ

The book in hand entitled ِ Q اRS%ِ Tَ ۡ ِ ُ  ِ ۡ ُ اis an abridged
compilation by Sayyidunā Imām Burĥānuddīn Zarnūjī َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر ْﲪَ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟ ۡ َﻮا ِﱃ
ِ ﲪ ُﺔ ا
on the topic of Islamic knowledge. He ﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
َ ْ  َرwas born in Zarnūj,
a famous town situated after Khūjand beyond Māwarā-un-Naĥr
(the river Oxus) in Turkestan. Therefore, he was known as Zarnūjī.
ِ ﲪ ُﺔ ا
He ﷲ ﺗَﻌ َ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
َ ْ  َرwas possessed of knowledge, asceticism, and piety.
Amongst the Ḥanafī scholars, he was considered the most eminent
scholar. Shaykh-ul-Islām Burĥānuddīn ‘Abul Ḥasan ‘Alī Bin Abu Bakr
ِ ﲪ ُﺔ
Marghīnānī  ْاﻻَﮐـ َﱪ4ا
َ ْ  َﻋـﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َرwas his erudite teacher. Imam Burĥānuddīn
Zarnūjī  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر ْﲪَ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟ َۡﻮ ِاﱃpassed away in about 610 AH.
ِ ﲪ ُﺔ ا
In this book, he ﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
َ ْ  َرdiscussed the qualities of a student. Not
ِ
only did he ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
َ ْ  َرidentify the problems faced by the students
ِ ﲪ ُﺔ ا
during their studies, but he ﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
َ ْ  َرalso offered the viable solutions
ِ ﲪ ُﺔ ا
to overcome these problems. Additionally, he ﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
َ ْ  َرdevised the
ways as to how the students can gain piety, wisdom, frugality, and
perseverance in acquiring Islamic knowledge. This is because when
the students are enrolled in Jamī’at, they remain busy studying over
there with great enthusiasm and several good intentions. But
regretfully, Satan causes their enthusiasm and good intentions to
reduce bit by bit, in which case some students no longer remain
persevere in acquiring Islamic knowledge. Thus they began to have a
ِ ﲪ ُﺔ ا
lack of interest. The compiler ﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
َ ْ  َرeven discussed the ways and
means, through which one can survive the attacks of Satan.

viii
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Moreover, in this book you will also find numerous advices and
guiding principles of Islamic knowledge, اِ ْن َﺷ ﺂءَاﻟـﻠـﻪ ﻋَ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ. Keeping the
benefits in view, Amīr-e-Aĥl-e-Sunnat, founder of Dawat-e-Islami
‘Allāmaĥ Maulānā Muhammad Ilyas Attar Qadiri Razavi ـﺖ ﺑَـ َﺮ َﻛـﺎ ُﺗ ُـﻬ ُـﻢ اﻟْـﻌَـﺎﻟِـﻴَـﻪ
ْ اﻣ
َ َد
persuades everyone to read this book.
ـﺪ ِﻟـﻠـﻪ
ُ ـﺤ ْﻤ
َ ْ !اَﻟ

Al-Madīna-tul-‘Ilmiyyaĥ, a Majlis of Dawat-e-Islami is
committed as much as possible to publish the exquisite and
phenomenal books of our predecessors and saints of Ahl-e-Sunnat
according to the need of the current era. Therefore, English
translation of this book has been brought forward in view of the
people’s benefit. Including bibliography, the book contains new
composing, references of Aḥādīš, and correction of couplets and
phrases in Arabic and Persian languages. For this tremendous effort,
the Madanī scholars of ‘Al-Madīna-tul-‘Ilmiyyaĥ’ deserve plenty of
praise and encouragement. May Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞaccept their effort and
bestow a great reward on them! May Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞenable them to
redouble their efforts to serve the Dīn!
َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ

ٰ ََ ٰ ََ ُ
=َ ۡ ِ َوا ِ<ٖ َو
 ا:;َ

Department for Translation
(Majlis Al-Madīna-tul-‘Ilmiyyaĥ)
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ِ E 9ِ َ َ W ِ ِ َواW ِ A  اد َمZ
ِ A 9H[ ِ ا]ِي
ُُۡ ۡ َ
َ ۡ
َ ۡ َ ٰ َٰ
َ َۡ
ََۡ َّ
ِ cِ D ۡ? ِم َواW اXُ ِd !eَ ٖ ِ A b; ا ِ<ٖ َو اE  ^ ِ َوWب َوا
ِ % W اCِ ِ = Cٍ

َ ۡ َا
ِ Cُ ۡ D
َُ َٰ
aE

All praises be to Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞWho granted virtue to the children of
Ādam اﻟـﺴ َـﻼم
َّ  َﻋـﻠَﻴْـ ِﻪover the whole universe through knowledge and
action. Blessings and salutations upon Sayyidunā Muhammad
َﺻ
 َﻋـﻠَﻴﻬ ﻟ ِ ﺿwho
ﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ٰ َاﷲ ﺗَﻌ
ُ #ّ َ and upon his family and companions ِﻢ ا ّﺮ ْ َﻮان
ُ ْ
are the fountains of knowledge and wisdom.
I have seen many students in my time who attempt to gain
knowledge but do not reach their goals and thus become deprived of
the fruits and benefits of knowledge. The cause for this is that they
commit mistakes in the ways that they gain knowledge. They do not
fulfil the conditions of gaining knowledge. The one who embarks
upon the wrong path will eventually find that he is now astray and
regardless of whether his goals were numerous or few, he will never
be able to reach them.
After doing Istikhāraĥ, I decided and deemed it relevant that I should
elaborate upon the ways of seeking knowledge for students in light of
what has come across my sight in various books and what I have
heard from my capable teachers. It is my hope that the sincere
students who are inclined towards learning knowledge will pray
for my salvation and success on the Judgement Day.
@َ

َۡ

ََّ ۡ

َۡ

I named this book “ ِ Q اRS%ِ Tَ ِ ُ  ” ِ ۡ ُ اmeaning ‘Teaching the Student
the Method of Seeking Knowledge’. In this regard, I have divided
this book into various chapters which are briefly explained here:
x
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ۡ ۡ

ۡ َ

ۡ ۡ

َ

ٌ ۡ َ

ۡ ِ 9V[
ٖ ِ H[ ِ َوfِIW ِ ِ َواWِ ِ اg 2 h

1.

The reality of knowledge and jurisprudence, and its virtues
2.

ِ

@َ
ۡ ِ ِ ِ ّN اhِ 9ٌ Vۡ َ[
Q َ ِل اh

Intention when seeking knowledge
3.

ّ
ۡ
ت
ِ jَِ k ِ َواSِ

ُۡ ۡ ۡ
ۡ ۡ ٌ ۡ َ
 ِ ِ َوا' ۡ= َ ذِ َواW ِ َ رِ ا5ِ  اh
ِ 9V[

Selecting a science, a teacher, and class fellows and adopting
steadfastness

ۡ ۡ

َۡ

ۡ َۡ h
ۡ ِ 9ٌ Vۡ َ[

ٖ ِ g ِ ِ َواW ِ اlِ

4.

Respect for knowledge and knowledgeable people

ۡ
ۡ
ٌ ۡ َ
َ ۡ
ِ ِ  ِ َواjَ m َوا ُ َ?اCِ ّ *ا
ِ hِ 9V[

5.
Hard work, persistence and enthusiasm

ۡ َ

َۡ

َ

َ َ

ٌ ۡ َ

ۡ ِ 9V[
ٖ ِ jnِ o%ۡ oرِه َوCp َوRِ jG  ِ ا,اCِA h

6.

Ways of commencing a lesson, its sequence, and amount

@َ
ٌ ۡ َ
q
ِ ?Q اhِ 9V[

7.
Importance of trust

ۡ ۡ ٌ ۡ َ
9ِ ۡ Vِ bۡ Q اr
ِ p َوh
ِ 9V[

8.
Suitable time to gain knowledge
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َ ۡ VN ِ َو اfَ Iَ s  اh
ۡ ِ 9ٌ Vۡ َ[
ِb
ِ

9.

Importance and excellence of kindness and advice

ٌ َ
َ ۡ
ِ  َدةIِ =ِۡ ' اhِ 9Vۡ [

10.
How to obtain benefit
11.

ِ

@َ
َ ۡ َ َۡ
ٌ ۡ َ
Q ِ اW َ h
ِ  ا ?ر ِعhِ 9V[

Piety when acquiring knowledge
12.

ّ ُ ُۡ َۡ َ َ ۡ ۡ ُ ُۡ َۡ ٌ ۡ َ
َ
 َ نGِۡ vWت ا
ِ?ر, ِ# وwIِ D?رِث ا, ِ# 9V[

That which improves memory and that which causes forgetfulness
13.

ۡ
َ
ُۡ
َۡ َ ۡ ٌ ۡ َ
ُ ِy
}ُ f!eَ 2َ  َو%ِ ۡ ُ W اhِ Cُ Sۡ ِ8َ, 2َ  ۡ َ! ُ ٗ َوeَ َ ۡ ِ# ۡزق َو%ِ ّ | ا
2 hِ 9V[

That which brings livelihood and that which reduces it; that which
increases it and that which decreases it

ُ ۡ ِ.ُ َو ا ِۡ~ ِ اr
ُ ۡ•?َ َo ِ ۡ َ َ ِ
|

ۡ ِ ۡ ِ#?ۡ َo 2َ َو
ِ A'ِ  ا€

From Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞis my ability, upon Him is my trust and
towards Him I turn.

•••
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ٰ
ٰ
ٰ ۡ
ۡ ﻣـﺎﺑ
ۡ  ﺑ+,-ۡ ـﻄﻦ ﻟـﺮﺟ
+,-ـﺴﻢ ﻟـﻠـﻪ ﻟـﺮ ۡﺣ ٰـﻤﻦ ﻟـﺮﺣ ۡـ
ــﻌـﺪ ﻓـﺎﻋ ۡـﻮذ ﺑـﺎﻟـﻠـﻪ ﻣـﻦ ﻟـﺸـﻴ
ۡ

CHAPTER ONE

The reality of knowledge and jurisprudence,
and its virtues
َﺻ
The Beloved Prophet اﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ُ #ّ َ said:

ُّ ٰ َ ٌ َ ۡ َ ۡ ۡ ُ َ َ
ٍَ ِ Gۡ ‚ُ  وƒِ Gۡ ‚ُ •
ٍ
ِ E HS%ِ [ ِ ِ W | اT

Seeking knowledge is obligatory upon every Muslim male and female.
(Sunan Ibn-e-Mājaĥ, vol. 1, pp.146, Ḥadīš 224;
Al-Maqāṣid-ul-Ḥasanāt, pp. 282, Taḥat-ul-Ḥadīš 66)

O beloved student! You should be aware that it is not necessary upon
every Muslim to learn all the sciences but it is obligatory upon a
Muslim to gain religious information about those matters which he
meets throughout his life. This is why it is said:

َ ۡ wُ Iِۡ 9 َ َ W ۡا9ُ Hَ [ۡ َ  ِل َواDا
َ ۡ ُ ۡ ِ ِ ۡ ِ W ۡا9ُ Hَ [ۡ َ ا
 ِلDا
ِ
The most virtuous knowledge is knowledge of one’s present condition
and the most virtuous deed is the protection of one’s condition.
So it is very important for a Muslim to learn those sciences which he
needs in his daily life regardless of which occupation he has a link with.
The first Farḍ upon a Muslim is Ṣalāĥ, therefore, it is obligatory upon
every Muslim to learn at least that amount of knowledge in regard
to Ṣalāĥ so that the Farḍ (of Ṣalāĥ) is fulfilled. In the same way, it is
1
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Wājib upon every Muslim to learn that much information in regard
to Ṣalāĥ which would allow that Muslim to fulfil that which is Wājib
upon him. The procedure is that it is obligatory to learn the knowledge
which becomes a cause for the fulfilment of a Farḍ action and it is
Wājib to learn the knowledge which becomes a means for the fulfilment
of a Wājib. The same procedure can be applied to the rulings in regard
to Ṣaum (fast) and if a person is blessed with wealth, then the same
procedure can be applied to Zakāĥ. In the same way, for those, who
are merchants, the same rule will apply to the rulings in regard to
trading i.e. it will be essential for them to learn those issues which will
allow them to act upon the Farāiḍ and it will be obligatory for them
to learn those issues which will allow them to act upon the Wājibāt.
It was once said to Imām Muhammad ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟ ۡ َّـﺼ َﻤﺪ
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر, “Your Eminence,
ِ ﲪ ُﺔ ا
please write a book on Zuĥd (asceticism).” He ﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
َ ْ  َرreplied, “I
have written a book about the rulings relating to trading.”
The meaning behind this was that the Zāĥid is he who saves himself
from disliked actions and those actions in regard to which some
doubt exists when doing trading. In the same way in all matters and
actions “Zuĥd” is preserving oneself from disliked actions and those
actions which are doubted. When a person becomes involved in any
type of trade or profession, then it is Farḍ upon him to gain knowledge
to such an extent that it is possible for him to refrain from committing
any Ḥarām action. The spiritual conditions have the same rulings as
the physical issues such as trust, repentance, and fear and pleasure
of Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ, etc. This is because the aforementioned conditions of
the heart are such that a person faces them at all times. So as a result,
possessing knowledge in regard to the situations of the heart is also
Farḍ.
The excellence of knowledge and its virtue is not hidden from
anyone, as knowledge is a characteristic which is integrated with the
www.dawateislami.net
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human being. Other characteristics such as determination, bravery,
generosity, power and kindness, etc. are found in both human beings
and animals. Knowledge is that characteristic, through which Allah َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ
َّ ٰ ﻧَﺒِـﻴِّـﻨ َﺎ َو َﻋـﻠَﻴْـ ِﻪ ا# َﻋـand ordered the
granted virtue to Sayyidunā Ādam اﻟـﺴ َﻼم
َّ ﻟـﺼﻠٰﻮة ُ َو
angels to prostrate with reverence (Sajdaĥ Ta’ẓīmī) before Sayyidunā
َّ ٰ ﻧَﺒِـﻴِّـﻨَﺎ َو َﻋـﻠَﻴْـ ِﻪ ا# َﻋـ.
Ādam اﻟـﺴ َﻼم
َّ ﻟـﺼﻠٰﻮة ُ َو
Knowledge has attained virtue and excellence because it is a means
of reaching piety (Taqwā) and it is due to Taqwā that a person
becomes worthy of everlasting fortune in the court of Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ.
This reality was described by someone in Arabic poetic verses
ِ ر ْﲪَ ُﺔ ا,
whilst addressing Imām Muhammad Bin Ḥasan ﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
َ

ان ﻟِ ُ ِ ّﻞ اﻟْ َﻤ َﺤﺎ ِﻣ ِﺪ
ٌ َوﻓ َْﻀ ٌﻞ َو ُﻋ ْﻨ َﻮ

َﺗ َﻌﻠ َّ ْﻢ ﻓَﺎِ َّن اﻟْ ِﻌﻠ َْﻢ َز ْﻳ ٌﻦ ِﻻ َ ْﻫﻠِ ٖﻪ

Seek knowledge, for indeed knowledge is beauty for those who possess
it as well as virtue and a proof for all praiseworthy characteristics.

ِﻣ َﻦ اﻟْ ِﻌﻠ ْ ِﻢ َوا ْﺳ َﺒﺢْ ِﰱ ْ ُﺑ ُﺤ ْﻮ ِر اﻟْﻔ ََﻮاﺋِﺪ

ًَو ُﻛ ْﻦ ُﻣ ْﺴ َﺘ ِﻔ ْﻴ ًﺪا ) ُ َّﻞ َﻳ ْﻮ ٍم ِز َﻳﺎدَة

And be someone who benefits every day more and more and swim in
the oceans of benefits.

َﺎﺻ ِﺪ
ِ ﱪ َواﻟ َّﺘ ْﻘ ٰﻮی َوا َ ْ; َﺪ ُل ﻗ
ِّ ِ ْاِ َﱃ اﻟ

ﻀ ُﻞ ﻗَﺎﺋِ ٍﺪ
َ َﺗ َﻔ َّﻘ ْﻪ ﻓَﺎِ َّن اﻟْ ِﻔ ْﻘ َﻪ ا َ ْﻓ

Learn Fiqĥ (jurisprudence), for indeed Fiqĥ is the best of guides towards
goodness and piety, and the greatest judge.

َّ @ ِﻣ ْﻦ َﺟ ِﻤ ْﻴ ِﻊ
اﻟﺸ َﺪاﺋِﺪ
ِ ی اِ ٰﱃ ُﺳﻨ
ْ ُﻫ َﻮ اﻟْ َﻌﻠ َُﻢ اﻟْ َﻬﺎ ِد
ْ ِ َﻦ اﻟْ ُﻬ ٰﺪی ُﻫ َﻮ اﻟْ ِﺤ ْﺼ ُﻦ ُﻳ ْﻨ
It is knowledge which is the guide to the paths of guidance. It is the fort
that frees (one) from all calamities.

َّ Eََ ; ا َ َﺷ ُّﺪ
ﺎﺑ ِﺪ
ِ ْﺎن ِﻣ ْﻦ ا َﻟ
ِ اﻟﺸ ْﻴ َﻄ
ِ َ; ﻒ

ﻓَﺎِ َّن ﻓَ ِﻘ ْﻴ ًﻬﺎ َوا ِﺣ ًﺪا ُﻣ َﺘ َﻮ ِّر;ًﺎ

For indeed one pious Faqīĥ (expert of jurisprudence) is more severe upon
Satan than one thousand worshippers.
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Just as knowledge is a way of reaching piety (Taqwā), in the same way,
other characteristics for example generosity, stinginess, cowardice,
bravery, pride, humility, modesty, miserliness and wastefulness
can only be recognised and differentiated between, through knowledge.
Amongst the aforementioned characteristics, pride, stinginess,
cowardice and wastefulness are Ḥarām and Mamnū’. Only through the
awareness of the positive and negative aspects of these characteristics,
one can save himself from them. Thus it is Farḍ upon every human
being to learn knowledge in regard to these characteristics.
ِ ﲪ ُﺔا
Imām Ajal Sayyidunā Shaĥīd Nāṣiruddīn Abū Qāsim ﷲﺗَﻌ َ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
َ ْ  َرwrote
an excellent book1 on ethics (Akhlāq). The revision of this book and
memorising its articles is very important.

As for those matters which are faced by a human being only at
certain times, seeking knowledge in regard to these matters is Farḍ
Kifāyaĥ i.e. even if some people in a city learn knowledge in regard to
these matters; the Farḍ will be fulfilled from the rest of the people. If
no one in the city gains knowledge in regard to these matters, then
the people of the whole city will be sinful. It is obligatory upon the
ruler of the time that he command the people in the city to seek
knowledge in regard to these matters and compel them to learn.
In order to explain the need for knowledge and its importance, an
example is that the knowledge which is always faced by a person is
like nutrition. Just as nutrition is essential for a human being, seeking
1
The author’s abovementioned book, “Kitāb-ul-Akhlāq” is not available nowadays. But
if someone wishes to develop an awareness pertaining to hospitality, pride, self-denial
and other matters related to the heart, he should obtain benefit from the cassettes of
reformative discourses, books and booklets, etc. which have meaningful context of the
ethical standards of conduct. Furthermore, in regard to these matters a detailed
context is also available in the books, ‘Iḥyā-ul-‘Ulūm’ and ‘Kīmiyā-e-Sa’ādat’ both
written by Ḥujjat-ul-Islām Sayyidunā Imām Muhammad Ghazālī ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟ َۡﻮ ِاﱃ
َ ْ  َﻠ َﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر.
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this type of knowledge is also essential. As for knowledge a human
being sometimes comes across, that type of knowledge is like
medicine. Medicine is only required when a person is ill. This is why
it is necessary that there should be some people who have awareness
of medicine. The same way, the knowledge which we sometimes
come across, it is also necessary that people should have awareness of
this. The example of ‘Ilm-e-Nujūm (astrology) is like a disease;
therefore, it is Ḥarām to seek this knowledge. This is because seeking
this knowledge cannot benefit nor can it cause harm because it is
impossible to flee from Qaḍā (judgement) and Qadr (destiny).
It is important for every Muslim to always be in the remembrance
of Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞand in a state of supplication to Him as well as spending
time reciting the Holy Quran and giving charity in the way of
Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞwhich is something that gets rid of calamities. A person
should ask Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞfor forgiveness and be someone who desires
preservation of peace in this life and the next. This is so that Allah َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ
will save him from calamities and afflictions as it is absolutely clear:

ََ َ ۡ َُۡ َۡ
A 7 'ِ  ِم ا%„

ٓ @ َ ُ ۡ َ
ا‡ َ† َء
 رزِق02

The one who is granted (the ability of) supplication (Du’ā), he will
not be deprived of acceptance.
If, however, it is written in destiny that a person will be afflicted with
a calamity, then that person will certainly be afflicted. Allah َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ
will bring ease in that affliction as a result of the Du’ā and will grant
patience.
If a person wishes to learn that much ‘Ilm-e-Nujūm, through which
he will be granted the ability to access the direction of the Ka’bah and
be able to recognise the times of Ṣalāĥ, then learning that much of
‘Ilm-e-Nujūm will be permissible. Learning medicine is also permissible
www.dawateislami.net
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because this is also one of the necessary sources (of gaining good
health). Just like other sources, the seeking of this source is also
permissible. Treatment of illnesses is proven from the Noble Prophet
َﺻ
ﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ٰ َاﷲ ﺗَﻌ
ُ #ّ َ himself. It has been narrated from Imām Shafi’ī
ِ َCۡ َﻠ َـﻴ ِﻪ ر ْﲪَ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟـthat he said, “Only two sciences are worthy of being
ﺎﰱ
َ ۡ
studied ‘Ilm-ul-Fiqĥ (jurisprudence) to understand religious affairs
and secondly, ‘Ilm-ut-Ṭib (medicine) in order to diagnose the human
body. Aside from this, all other types of knowledge are fruits of
congregations.

Knowledge

ۡ َ َٔ
ُ َ ُ ۡ ۡ
ۡ 2َ َp 0ۡ َ ِ َ A :^َ َ eَ ٌ Iَ ; ?َ ُ #َ : ۡ W ۡا4
ُۡG
َِ r
?َ g َ & & ۡ? ُرŠ َ  ِ ِ اA ‰
I
2ا
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
Knowledge is that characteristic, through which the remembered
thing (the thing that is desired to be known) becomes apparent to
the person who possesses (this characteristic) in its real form.

Jurisprudence

ۡ ۡ
َ
ََ َُ
ۡ َۡ
َ
 ۡ? ٍع ِ) ٍجF Xَ 2َ ِ ِ W ِﺋ ِﻖ اp[ د%ِ ۡ 2َ : ُ fIِ Wا
Jurisprudence is the cognition of the intricacies of knowledge with
various practices.
ِ  َﻋـﻠَﻴ ِﻪ ر ْﲪَ ُﺔhas defined Fiqĥ
Sayyidunā Imām A’ẓam Abū Ḥanīfaĥ  ۡاﻻ َ ۡﮐ َﺮم4ا
َ ْ
in the following manner:

َ ۡ َ َ 2َ  َ َ َو2َ Œِ Iۡ N[َ ُ ا% ۡ 2َ : ُ fۡ Iِ Wۡ َ ا
ِ
Fiqĥ is the awareness of the soul as to what is beneficial for it and
what is harmful for it.
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He has further stated that the purpose behind getting knowledge is to
act upon it, and acting upon it is the forsaking of the world for the
sake of the hereafter. A human being should not be unaware of
himself and he should not be heedless in regard to those things
which can cause harm and benefit in the world and in the hereafter.
He should adopt those things which bring benefit to him in this world
and in the hereafter whilst refraining from those things which can
cause harm to him in this life and in the next. It should not be the case
that his knowledge become evidence against him on the Judgement
Day and through this knowledge, he will be tormented more.

ۡ
َ
ٖ ِ A fِ • ٖ َو
ِ Ž=ُ 0ِۡ 2 ِ

َُُۡ
ِ A  ?ذ.

We seek Allah’s refuge from His displeasure and punishment.
There are many verses and authentic Aḥādīš in regard to the virtues
of knowledge. Due to the fear of prolonging the discussion, we have
not mentioned them.

•••
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CHAPTER TWO

Intention when seeking knowledge
During the period when the student is seeking knowledge, there
should be a purpose behind seeking knowledge. This is because
intention is the basis of all situations as the Blessed Prophet
َﺻ
ﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ٰ َاﷲ ﺗَﻌ
ُ #ّ َ has said:

ُ َۡۡ
ت
ِ ِ ّN ِ A  َ ل/' َ ا.ِ ا
Deeds are based on intentions.
(Ṣaḥīḥ Bukhārī, vol. 1, pp. 5, Ḥadīš 1)
َﺻ
In another Ḥadīš, the Noble Prophet اﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ُ #ّ َ has stated:

0ِۡ 2 ِ
ُ ۡ Vِ َ,
4

ۡ@
ۡ َ
َ
َ
ۡ َ
ُ 4
َ ََ
ُ
ِ ّN ا0ِ Gۡ •
ِ ُ Vِ S َ َو.‡ َ ِل ا/ ۡ? َرة ِ اVِA ? ُرV e 9ٍ َ / 0ِۡ 2 ۡ •
ٰ ۡ
ٰ ۡ
ُ
ۡ َ
ۡ َ
َ
َ
‘ ِ ة%َِ 5' َ ِل ا/ ۡ? َرة ِ اVُ ِ A ? ُرVَ َ eَ 9ٍ َ / 0ِۡ 2 ۡ • ة ِ َو%َِ 5' َ ِل ا/ا
ۡ@
ۡ َ
ِ ِ ّN ۡ?ءِ اGُ ِ ’ َ .‡ا
 َ ِل/ ا0ِۡ 2

There are many deeds which are perceived to be from the deeds of
the world but they become from the deeds of the Ākhiraĥ through a
good intention. And there are many deeds which are perceived to be
from the deeds of the Ākhiraĥ but they become from the deeds of the
world as a result of a bad intention.
It is thus extremely important for a student that he should have
intentions of pleasing Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ, achieving success in the Judgement
Day, ridding yourself and others of ignorance, reviving the Dīn, and
saving Islam through knowledge, as the survival of Islam is possible
8
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through knowledge only. Asceticism and piety cannot be attained
in the state of ignorance.
My revered teacher, the author of “Al-Ĥidāyaĥ”, Shaykh Burĥānuddīn
ِ ﲪ ُﺔ ا
ﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
ٰ َﷲ ﺗَﻌ
َ ْ  َرrecited the following verses of a poet before us:

ﻚ
ٌ ﱪ ِﻣ ْﻨ ُﻪ َﺟﺎﻫ
ُ  ِّﺴJَ ِﻞ ُﻣ َﺘ
ُ َ َوا َ ْﻛ

ﻚ
ٌ ﲑ ;َﺎ ﻟ ٌِﻢ ُﻣ َﺘ َﻬ ِّﺘ
ٌ ْ ﻓ ََﺴﲝ ٌد ﻛ َِﺒ

A non-practising scholar is a very big trouble, but an ignorant
worshipper is way worse than him.

ﻚ
ُ ﻟ َِﻤ ْﻦ ِﺑ ِﻬ َﻤﺎ ِﰱ ْ ِد ْﻳ ِﻨ ٖﻪ َﻳ َﺘ َﻤ َّﺴ

ﲔ َﻋ ِﻈ ْﻴ َﻤ ٌﺔ
َ ْ  َﻨ ٌﺔ ِﰱ اﻟْ َﻌﺎ ﻟ ََﻤNْ ُﻫ َﻤﺎ ِﻓـ

They both are a great strife one the earth for
he who follows them in the Dīn.

A student should always thank Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞfor comprehension
and intelligence as well as for good health, and he should never
intend to turn people towards himself nor should he intend to earn
the worldly wealth. He should not intend to gain respect and dignity
ِ ﲪ ُﺔ ا
in the sight of those who possess status. Imām Muhammad ﷲ ﺗَﻌ َ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
َ ْ َر
has said:

َ َ ۡ َ ُ ٔۡ َ َ َ ۡ ُ ُ ۡ َ ۡ َ َ ۡ ۡ َ ۡ ُ @ ُ ُ
َ َ َ
ﺋﻬﻢ
'
•  سNۡ?“ن ا
◌ْ ِ ِ  و0/  و –ا تf /' ِيC ِ j

If all the people of the world become my slaves, I will free them and
forsake their leadership.
The reason for this is that the person who is blessed with the pleasure
of knowledge and good action, then he will not turn towards the
respect and reverence of the people.
Shaykh Imām Qawāmuddīn Ḥammād Bin Ibrāĥīm Bin Ismā’īl Ṣaffār
Anṣārī  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر ْﲪَ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟـۡ َﻘ ِﻮیrecited a stanza before us which is narrated from
Imām-e-A’ẓam Abū Ḥanīfaĥ ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ ۡاﻻَﮐ َۡﺮم
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر:
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اﻟﺮ َﺷﲝد
ْ ﻓَﺎ َز ِﺑﻔ
َّ َﻀ ٍﻞ ِّﻣ َﻦ

َﻣ ْﻦ َﻃﻠ ََﺐ اﻟْ ِﻌﻠ َْﻢ ﻟِﻠ ْ َﻤ َﻌﺎ ِد

Whoever learnt knowledge for the Judgement Day, he succeeded with
blessings of guidance.

 ْﻴ ِﻞ ﻓ َْﻀ ٍﻞ ِّﻣ َﻦ اﻟْ ِﻌ َﺒﺎدJَ ِﻟ

 ْﻴ ِﻪVِ ِان َﻃﺎ ﻟ
ِ ﻓ ََﻴﺎ ﻟِ ُﺨ ْﺴ َﺮ

There is loss for the one who seeks it (knowledge) in order to gain
benefits from the people.

It is accepted that one should not acquire knowledge due to social
fame and status. However, if he is determined to achieve social fame
and status in order that he can call people towards good and prevent
them from evil easily, establish the truth, promulgate the Dīn and,
moreover, if there is no wish to achieve high status, then it is permissible
to achieve social fame and status so much that he can call people
towards good and prevent them from evil.
It is important for a student that he ponder over his intention and he
should not be heedless in this regard. This is because knowledge is
only acquired by a student through a great amount of effort and
hardship; therefore, this knowledge should not be wasted in order to
gain this mortal and belittled world.

ِﻦ اﻟﺬَّ ﻟِ ْﻴﻞ
ِ َ;َو
َ ﺎﺷﻘ َُﻬﺎ ا َ َذ ُّل ﻣ

ُّ َYِ
ِﻦ اﻟْ َﻘﻠِ ْﻴ ِﻞ
َ اﻟﺪ ْﻧ َﻴﺎ اَﻗَ ُّﻞ ﻣ

This is the world which is very little (in comparison to the Ākhiraĥ); its
lover is extremely disgraced.

ﲑ ْو َن ِﺑ َﻼ َد ﻟِ ْﻴﻞ
ُ ِّ ﻓ َُﻬ ْﻢ ُﻣ َﺘ َﺤ

\ِ ُﺗ ِﺼ ُّﻢ ِﺑ ِﺴ ْﺤ ِﺮ َﻫﺎ ﻗ َْﻮ ًﻣﺎ َو ُﺗ ْﻌ

It deafens a nation through its magic, while it blinds others. They are
thus amazed without any purpose.

www.dawateislami.net
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A student should not disgrace himself by desiring those things which
have no benefit. He should always avoid those actions which can
bring a disgrace to knowledge and on the knowledgeable people.
Furthermore, a student should be humble, and humility lies between
arrogance and self-deprecation. The details of these things can be
studied in “Kitāb-ul-Akhlāq”.
In regard to humility, Shaykh Imām Rukn-ul-Islām also known as
Adīb Mukhtār  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر ْﲪَ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟـۡﻐَـ ّﻔَﺎرrecited the following stanza before me:

َوﺑِ ِﻪ اﻟ َّﺘ ِﻘـ ُّﻰ اِ َﱃ اﻟْ َﻤ َﻌﺎ ِﱃْ َﻳ ْﺮ َﺗ ِﻘـ ْﻰ

ﺎل اﻟْ ُﻤـ َّﺘـ ِﻘـ ْﻰ
ِ اِ َّن اﻟ َّﺘ َﻮا ُﺿ َﻊ ِﻣ ْﻦ ِﺧ َﺼ

Tawāḍu is from the characteristics of the pious people and through it they
are elevated.

َّ ِﰱ ﺣﺎ ﻟِ ٖﻪ أ َ ُﻫﻮ اﻟ َﺴ ِﻌﻴ ُﺪ أ َ ِم ا
a
َ ْ
ِ ِ ﻟﺸ
ْ ّ َ

ِﻞ
ُ ﺐ َﻣ ْﻦ ُﻫ َﻮ َﺟﺎﻫ
ِ َِو ِﻣ َﻦ اﻟْ َﻌ َﺠﺎﺋ
ٌ ﺐ ُﻋ ْﺠ

The strangest is he who does not recognise in his state (of arrogance)
whether he is fortunate or unfortunate.

 َﺴ ِ ّﻔ ٌﻞ ا َ ْو ُﻣ ْﺮ َﺗ ِﻘـ ْﻰNَ َﻳ ْﻮ َم اﻟ َّﻨ ٰﻮی ُﻣ

أ َ ْم ﻛ َْﻴ َﻒ ُﻳ ْﺨ َﺘ ُﻢ ُﻋ ْﻤ ُﺮهُ ا َ ْو ُر ْو ُﺣ ُﻪ

(He is also unaware) of how his life and soul will end on the day of
demise whether he will be amongst the degraded or the elevated.

 ْﻨ َﻬﺎ َوا ّﺗَ ِﻘـ ْﻰVَ َﻣ ْﺨ ُﺼ ْﻮ َﺻ ٌﺔ ﻓَ َﺘ َﺠ َّﻨ

ﱪ َﻳﺂ ُء ﻟ َِﺮ ِّﺑ َﻨﺎ ِﺻ َﻔ ٌﺔ ِﺑ ٖﻪ
ِ ْ َواﻟْ ِﳉ

Pride belongs to our Rab and it is attributed to Him specifically therefore
refrain from it and fear.

Sayyidunā Imām-e-A’ẓam Abū Ḥanīfaĥ ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ ۡاﻻَﮐ َۡﺮم
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرsaid:

ٓ َ
َّ
ۡ َ
ُ
ُ
 ۡ c2َ َ • ۡ َو َو ّ ِ= ُ ۡ?ا اc َ —ِ َ /  ُ ۡ?اlِ
Enlarge your turbans and widen your sleeves.
www.dawateislami.net
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The reason why the great Imām said this was that no one should
consider sacred knowledge and knowledgeable people as inferior.
It is beneficial for a student to carefully read Sayyidunā Imām-e-A’ẓam
Abū Ḥanīfaĥ’s book, “Kitāb-ul-Waṣiyat” that he wrote for Yūnus
Bin Khālid Samtī ﲪ ُﺔاﷲِاﻟ ۡ َﻮ ِاﱃ
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرwhen he was returning home.

ُُ ۡ

َ ُ َ

◌ٗ j •e 0ۡ 2 ◌ ٗهCy
ِ
The one who seeks it will find it.
When I was returning home, our respected teacher, Shaykh-ul-Islām
ِ ﲪ ُﺔ ا
Burĥān-ul-Āimma ‘Alī Bin Abū Bakr ﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
َ ْ  َرalso advised me to
write this will and therefore I wrote this will acting upon what he told
me. Moreover, the reading of this book is extremely important for a
teacher or Mufti, as it is in regard to dealing with the public.

•••
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CHAPTER THREE

Selecting a science, a teacher and class fellows,
and adopting steadfastness
Selecting a science
A student should learn the best of all sciences and at that time it
should be most required in Islamic matters. Then he should learn
that which is next most important; therefore a student should give
preference to ‘Ilm-ut-Tawḥīd and Ma’rifaĥ of Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ. One should
recognize Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞwith evidence, as although the believer’s faith is
honourable to us, yet it is necessary for him to recognize Allah َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ
with evidences, or else he will be a sinner. A person should adopt old
traditions and refrain from new ones as the scholars have stated:

ََ ۡ ۡ
ُ
َۡ ُ ََ
ت
ِ ˜Cb ُ  • ۡ َوا,ِ  َو اRِ ۡ ِ W ِ A ۡ cۡ

Hold onto the old traditions and refrain from new ones.
A student should not only concentrate on those issues in regard to
which there is a difference of opinion and which arose after the demise
of the great scholars, as this will lead the person to be far from Fiqĥ
(jurisprudence). This will lead to him wasting his entire life along
with creating hatred and enmity which is from the signs of the
Judgement Day. Because of this type of dispute, knowledge and
jurisprudence (‘Ilm and Fiqĥ) will be raised as has been narrated in
the Ḥadīš.1
The Beloved and Blessed Prophet  اﷲُ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ#َّ  َﺻhas stated, ‘Acquire knowledge
before it is lifted because none of you is aware (of the time) when he is in need of the
thing that he possesses. So, for you it is obligatory to acquire knowledge. Refrain from
obeying your wishes, and desist from embracing Bid’at (innovation); never fall into
spying anyone, and hold firmly the age-old (Islamic) traditions.’ (Kanz-ul-‘Ummāl, vol. 10,
1

pp. 72, Ḥadīš 28861)
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Selecting a teacher
A student should choose the most pious and elderly person to be his
teacher as Imām-e-A’ẓam Abū Ḥanīfaĥ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر ْﲪَ ُﺔاﷲِ ۡاﻻَﮐ َۡﺮمselected Ḥammād
Bin Sulaymān  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر ْﲪَ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟـۡ َﻤﻨَّﺎنafter a lot of contemplation. Sayyidunā
Imām-e-A’ẓam Abū Ḥanīfaĥ ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ ۡاﻻَﮐ َۡﺮم
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرstated in regard to his
teacher:

@ jَ !َ #َ  ُ= َ ۡ َ َن0ۡA  ِد-َ Cَ !ِۡ r
@ jَ ‘َ
r
ِ
I studied under Ḥammād Bin Sulaymān. Thus the level of my
knowledge increased.
Sayyidunā Imām-e-A’ẓam Abū Ḥanīfaĥ ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ ۡاﻻَﮐ َۡﺮم
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرstated that he
heard a physician of Samarqand saying, “A student who intended to
go to Bukhārā so that he could acquire knowledge sought my advice
in this regard.”
O beloved student! Just as that student sought advice, in the same
manner, it is important for all students to seek advice on all matters.
َﺻ
Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞordained our Beloved Prophet اﷲ ﺗَﻌ َ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ُ #ّ َ to take
advice on all matters. Even though no one is more intelligent than
َﺻ
the Holy Prophet اﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ُ #ّ َ , yet he was ordained to take advice.
َﺻ
The Holy Prophet اﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ُ #ّ َ would take advice of the companions
on all matters even on domestic matters.
ﮐ
Sayyidunā ‘Alī  ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َو ْﺟﻬَ ُﻪ اﻟ ْ َﮑ ِﺮﻳْﻢ4ا
ُ  ََّﺮ َمsaid, “No person was destroyed as a
result of seeking advice.”

It is said that there are three types of humans – complete, half and
incomplete. The complete human is he who is opinionated and seeks
advice from others. The half human is he who is opinionated but
does not seek advice. And the incomplete human is he who is not
opinionated nor does he seek advice.
www.dawateislami.net

15

The Path of Knowledge

ِ
Imām Ja’far Ṣādiq اﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻋـﻨ ْ ُﻪ
َ  َرonce said to Sayyidunā Sufyān Šaurī
ُ J
ِ  َﻠَﻴ ِﻪ ر ْﲪَ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟ ۡﻮthat one should seek advice on matters from such people
اﱃ
َ
َ ۡ
who fear Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ.

O beloved student! Seeking knowledge is more virtuous and greater
than any other task; therefore, seeking advice in this regard is
extremely important. The intelligent physician whilst advising the
same student said, “When you go to Bukhara, do not hasten in going
to and coming from Imāms, but you should rather spend approximately
two months assessing the situation and then choose your teacher
because if you begin to learn from a teacher without assessing the
situation beforehand, then it is possible that after a while you no
longer admire his manner of teaching and due to that, you leave
him and go to another teacher which will lead to the deprivation of
blessings in your knowledge. Therefore ensure that you contemplate
for two months in regard to the selection of a teacher and seek advice
from someone in this regard so that you do not have to turn away
from the teacher who you choose. Thus there will be blessings in your
knowledge and you will ensure that blessings reach others as well.”

Perseverance
O beloved student! You should be aware that perseverance is the root
of all tasks but this is very difficult as a poet says:

ﺎت
ِ اﻟﺮ َﺟ
ُ ﺎل َﺛ َﺒ
ِّ َو ﻟ ٰ ِﳉ ْﻦ َﻋ ِﺰ ْﻳ ٌﺰ ِﰱ

ْ
َﲝت
ٌ ) َﺣ َﺮEٰ ﻟِ ُ ٍ ّﻞ اِ ٰﱃ َﺷﲝ ٴ ِواﻟْ ُﻌ

Every human being makes movements to reach heights but
perseverance is a great (difficult) thing for men.

Someone said that being patient for even one moment is very
courageous; therefore, it is important for a student to learn from one
www.dawateislami.net
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teacher with patience and persistence. He should also learn all his
books with perseverance and should not leave any book incomplete.
Whichever science he chooses, he should have perseverance in learning
that science and he should not turn to any other science until he
masters the science that he first chose. When a student lives in a
particular city in order to gain knowledge, then he should not leave
that city without a reason, as these things hinder the progress of
acquiring knowledge. These types of actions will lead to a student
becoming busy in unnecessary things and not only will they waste
their time but they will also cause troubles to his teacher. A student
should, therefore, be patient in regard to the desires of his inner self
(Nafs) instead of acting upon them as a poet has stated:

ان
ٍ َو َﺻ ِﺮ ْﻳ ُﻊ ) ُ ِ ّﻞ َﻫ ًﻮی َﺻ ِﺮ ْﻳ ُﻊ َﻫ َﻮ

 ِﻨ ٖﻪkْ ان ِﺑ َﻌ
ُ اِ َّن اﻟْ َﻬ ٰﻮی ﻟ َْﻬ َﻮ اﻟْ َﻬ َﻮ

Indeed the desires are intrinsically disgraceful and the one upon whom
all desires became prevalent, disgrace became prevalent.

In the same way, a student should be patient upon the tribulations and
calamities that he faces on his path of seeking knowledge. Someone
said, “The treasures of favours and forgiveness are attainable after
passing the bridges of tests.” A poet said:

ُ
ﺎن
َ  ُﺌVِّ َﺳﲝ ٴ َﻧ
ٖ  َﻴVَ ﮏ َﻋ ْﻦ َﻣ ْﺠ ُﻤ ْﻮ ِﻋ َﻬﺎ ِﺑ

ا َ َﻻ َﻻ َﺗ َﻨﺎ ُل اﻟْ ِﻌﻠ ْ َﻢ اِ َّﻻ ِﺑ ِﺴ َّﺘ ٍﺔ

Knowledge cannot be acquired but through six (things). I inform you
about them all clearly…

ﺎن
ٖ َو اِ ْر َﺷﲝ ُد ا ُ ْﺳ َﺘﺎ ٍذ َّو ُﻃ ْﻮ ُل َز َﻣ

ﺎر َّو ُﺑﻠ ْـ َﻐ ٌﺔ
ٌ ذَ)َﲝ ٓ ٌء َّو ﺣ ِْﺮ
ْ ص َّو
ٌ اﺻ ِﻄ َﺒ

(The following six things are important for a student)
…Intelligence, yearning, patience, sufficient wealth, guidance of teacher
and a long period of time.

www.dawateislami.net

17

The Path of Knowledge

Choosing class fellows
A student should choose such a person as his class fellow who is
pious, works hard, and has a perfect character. A student should stay
away from a lazy and useless person and especially he should refrain
from the company of troublesome people who speak too much. A
poet once said:

ی
ْ َﺎر ِن َﻳ ْﻘـ َﺘ ِﺪ
ِ ﻓَ ُ ُّﻞ ﻗ َِﺮ ْﻳ ٍﻦ ِﺑﺎ ﻟُ ِﻤﻘ

َﻋ ِﻦ اﻟ َْﻤ ْﺮ ِء َﻻ َﺗ ْﺴﲝ ٴَ ْل َوا َ ْﺑ ِﺼ ْﺮ ﻗ َِﺮ ْﻳ َﻨ ٗﻪ

Do not ask about (the condition of) a man instead look at his companion
for every person follows his companion.

َﲝن ذَا َﺷ ٍّﺮ ﻓ ََﺠﺎ ﻧِ ْﺒ ٗﻪ ُﺳ ْﺮ َﻋ ًﺔ
َ ) ﻓَﺎِ ْن

ی
ٍ ْ َﲝن ذَا َﺧ
َ ) َو اِ ْن
ْ َﺎر ْﻧ ٗﻪ َﺗ ْﻬ َﺘ ِﺪ
ِ ﲑ ﻓَﻘ

‘If (his companion) is bad then immediately turn away from him and if
he is good then accompany him. You will find guidance.’

ﻛ َْﻢ َﺻﺎ ﻟِ ٍﺢ ِﺑﻔ ََﺴﲝ ِد آ َﺧ َﺮ َﻳﻔ ُْﺴ ُﺪ

ﺎﻻﺗِ ٖﻪ
َ ﺐ اﻟْﳉ َْﺴ َﻼ َن ِﰱ ْ َﺣ
ِ َﻻ َﺗ ْﺼ َﺤ

‘Do not accompany a lazy person. There are many pious people who
have become misguided as a result of another person’s misguidance.’

اﻟﺮ َﻣﺎدِ ﻓ ََﻴ ْﺨ ِﻤ ُﺪ
َّ ) َﲝ ﻟ َْﺠ ْﻤ ِﺮ ُﻳ ْﻮ َﺿ ُﻊ ِﰱ

;َ ْﺪ َوی اﻟ َْﺒﻠِ ْﻴ ِﺪ اِ َﱃ اﻟ َْﺠﻠِ ْﻴ ِﺪ َﺳ ِﺮ ْﻳ َﻌ ًﺔ

‘The bad habits of an unintelligent person have quick effects upon the
one who is intelligent just as if one places a hot coal into ashes, the hot
coal becomes cold.’
َﺻ
The Holy Prophet اﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ُ #ّ َ said:

1

1

َٰ َ
َ ۡ
ُ @ُ
ة ِ ا'ِ ۡ=) ِم%َ •ِۡ [ E ‡ُ ?ۡ ُ, ™ٍ ?ۡ ?ۡ ‚َ •
ّ َ eُ  ِ ٖ ا َ ٔ ۡوFاš
َ ِ ّ !َ Sُ  ِ ٖ ا َ ۡوF َ ّ? َداeُ ِ Sۡ ?َ َAَا ِ' اَن ا
ِ F Gَ ^
ِ
ِ

Ṣaḥīḥ Bukhārī, vol. 1, pp. 466, Ḥadīš 1385
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‘Every child is born on the Fiṭrat (nature) of Islam but his parents
make him a Jewish, a Christian or a fire worshipper.’
Someone wrote the following verses which are full of wisdom:

ﺣـﻖ ذات ﭘـﺎ ک اﻟـﻠّٰـﻪ اﻟـﺼـﻤﺪ

ﻳـﺎرﺑـﺪ ﺑـﺪﺗـﺮ ﺑـﻮداز ﻣـﺎرﺑـﺪ

‘A bad friend is worse than a dangerous snake. The true is the Being of
Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞWho is Self-Sufficient.’

ﻳـﺎرﻧﻴـﮑﻮ ﮔـﻴـﺮﺗـﺎﻳـﺎﺑـﻰ ﻧـﻌـﻴﻢ

ﻳـﺎرﺑـﺪ آردﺗـﺮاﺳـﻮی ﺟﺤـﻴﻢ

‘A bad friend brings you towards the fire of Hell. Choose a pious friend
so that you can achieve Paradise.’

Another poet said:

ﺖ َﺗ ْﺒ ِﻐـﻰ اﻟْ ِﻌﻠ َْﻢ ِﻣ ْﻦ ا َ ْﻫﻠِ ٖﻪ
َ اِ ْن ُﻛ ْﻨ

َﺎﺋِ ٖﺐx ﱪ َﻋ ْﻦ
ُ ِ ا َ ْو َﺷﲝ ِﻫ ًﺪا ُﻳ ْﺨ

‘If you wish to find knowledge from those who are blessed with it or (if
you wish to find) a witness who is informing of the unseen…’

ض ِﺑﺄ َ ْﺳ َﻤﺂﺋِ َﻬﺎ
َ ﱪ ْاﻻ َْر
ِ ِ Nَ ;ْ ﻓَﺎ

ﺎﻟﺼﺎ ِﺣ ٖﺐ
َّ ﺐ ِﺑ
َّ ﱪ
ِ ِ Nَ ;ْ َوا
َ اﻟﺼﺎ ِﺣ

‘…then comprehend (the situation of) a land through the names (of its
dwellers) and comprehend a person through his companions.’

•••
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CHAPTER FOUR

Respect for knowledge and knowledgeable
people
O beloved student! A student cannot acquire knowledge nor can he
benefit from it until he respects knowledge, the knowledgeable people
and his teacher. Someone said:

ۡ َ A 'ِ  َ› اfَ =َ 0ۡ 2َ ›َ fَ =َ 2َ  ِ َو2َ %ۡ D
ُ ۡ ِكœ
ُ ۡ A 'ِ  ا9َ ;َ  َو0ۡ 2َ 9َ ;َ  َو2َ
ِ 2َ %ۡ Dا
ِ
ِ
Whoever received anything received it through respect and nothing
is lost but through the lack of respect.
It was said:

ِ

َ

ٌ ۡ 5َ ُ 2َ %ۡ D
ُ ۡ َا
•W ا0َ 2ِ ّ 4

“Respect is better than obedience.”
A person does not become an unbeliever through sins, but rather he
becomes an unbeliever when he considers sins as inferior.

Respect for teacher
O beloved student! Respect for your teacher is in actuality respect
ﮐ
for knowledge. Sayyidunā ‘Alī  ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َو ْﺟﻬَ ُﻪ اﻟ ْ َﮑ ِﺮﻳْﻢ4ا
ُ  ََّﺮ َمhas stated:

ً
ۡ َ َ 0ۡ 2َ Cٌ jۡ /َ َFَا
اCًِ [ وا%ۡ َ Z
ِ
ََ ۡ َ ٓ َ ۡ َ َ َ ۡ َ َ ٓ َ ۡ َ َ َ َ ٓ َ ۡ
قœ= ء اŸ  و ا ِنR / ء اŸ  ع و ا ِنA  ءŸ ا ِن
“I am the servant of the one who teaches me one word. If he wishes,
he can sell me, free me or if he wishes he can keep me enslaved.”
19
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On this, I, the author, have written the following stanza:

 ) ُ ِ ّﻞ ُﻣ ْﺴﻠِ ٖﻢEَٰ ; َو ا َ ْو َﺟ َﺒ ٌﻪ ِﺣﻔ ًْﻈﺎ

َ
ﺖ ا َ َﺣ َّﻖ اﻟ َْﺤ ِّﻖ َﺣ َّﻖ اﻟ ُْﻤ َﻌﻠِ ّٖﻢ
ُ َرأ ْﻳ

‘I consider the rights of the teacher as the greatest of rights and I
obligate its safeguarding upon every Muslim.’

ﻟِ َﺘ ْﻌﻠِ ْﻴ ِﻢ َﺣ ْﺮ ٍف َّوا ِﺣ ٍﺪ ا َﻟ ُْﻒ ِد ْر َﻫ ٖﻢ

ﻟَﻘ َْﺪ َﺣ َّﻖ ا َ ْن ّﻳُ ْﻬ َﺪی اِﻟ َْﻴ ِﻪ ﻛ ََﺮا َﻣ ًﺔ

‘It is befitting that he be given one thousand dirhams as a gift for
teaching one word.’

O beloved student! Indeed the one who taught you even one word
from the necessities of the Dīn is your religious father. Our teacher,
Shaykh Sadīduddīn Shīrāzī  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر ْﲪَ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟ َۡﻮ ِاﱃused to narrate from his
Shuyūkh (teachers) that the person who desires that his son should be
an Islamic scholar, he should look after and respect the jurists who are
financially weak. In order to ensure that their needs are met, he should
continuously give something to them. If his son does not become an
‘Ālim (scholar), his grandson will surely become an ‘Ālim. The
teacher’s respect includes that a student should avoid walking in front
of his teacher and sitting where his teacher sits. Without permission,
the student should not begin talking to his teacher nor should he
speak excessively in the presence of his teacher without permission.
When the teacher is worried then at that time, the student should
not ask any question but instead take the present situation into
consideration. A student should not knock on the door of his teacher,
but rather he should be patient until the teacher comes out.
A student should always keep in mind the pleasure of his teacher and
refrain from the displeasure of his teacher. Apart from the disobedience
of Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ, the student should obey his teacher in all other matters.
Indeed one cannot obey a person for something which is an act of
disobedience to Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞas the Noble Prophet اﷲُﺗَﻌ َ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ#َّ  َﺻsaid:
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َ
َۡ َُۡ َۡ ُ ُۡ ۡ َ
ٖ ه4
ِ ¡ .‡ِ ◌ٗ !eِِ| دgŠ, 02  ِسNا ِن ا
“The worst of people is he who destroys his religion for the
(improvement of the) world of someone else.”
Respecting the relatives and children of the teacher is the same as
respecting the teacher. Our respected teacher, the author of ‘AlĤidāyaĥ’, Shaykh-ul-Islām, Sayyidunā Burĥānuddīn ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟ َۡﻮ ِاﱃ
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر,
narrated a parable of an erudite Imām amongst the Imāms of Bukhara
that he was present in a gathering where something religious was being
discussed while he suddenly stood and then sat. He did it a few times.
When people asked the reason, the Imām replied that his beloved
teacher’s son was playing outside with other children. Sometimes whilst
playing, he would come in front of the Masjid. When the Imām
would see the child, he explained that he would stand out of reverence
for his teacher.
Imām Fakhruddīn Arsā Bandī ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟـۡ َﻘ ِﻮی
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرwas a leader of Imāms
ِ ﲪ ُﺔا
(Ra’īs-ul-Āimma) in the city of Marawi and he ﷲﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
َ ْ  َرwas immensely
respected by the king of his time. He used to say that he attained this
status because of the service he rendered to his teacher as he cooked
food for his teacher for the period of three years but due to reverence
for his teacher, he never ate anything from that food.
Shaykh Shams-ul-Āimma Ḥalwānī  اﻟﻨّ ُۡﻮ َرا ِﱏKُ  ُﻗ ِ ّﺪ َس ِﺳ ُّﺮwas stricken with an
affliction, due to which he left Bukhārā and lived in a village. During
his stay in the village, his students continuously came to visit him but
one student, Shaykh Shams-ul-Āimma Zarnūjī ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟ َۡﻮ ِاﱃ
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرdid not
manage to visit. Shams-ul-Āimma Ḥalwānī  اﻟﻨّ ُۡﻮ َر ِاﱏKُ  ُﻗ ِ ّﺪ َس ِﺳ ُّﺮlater asked
Shams-ul-Āimma Zarnūjī ﲪ ُﺔاﷲِ اﻟ َۡﻮ ِاﱃ
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرwhy he did not visit him and he
received the reply that Shaykh Zarnūjī ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟ َۡﻮ ِاﱃ
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرhad been busy
ِ
serving his mother. Shaykh Ḥalwānī  اﻟﻨّ ُۡﻮ َر ِاﱏKُ  ُﻗ ِ ّﺪ َس ﺳ ُّﺮsaid, ‘You will be
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blessed with a long life but you will not have an enlightened class.’
This is what occurred as Shaykh Shams-ul-Āimma Zarnūjī َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر ْﲪَ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟ َۡﻮ ِاﱃ
spent most of his time in the villages and he did not manage to
establish a system of learning and teaching anywhere. This is because
the person who becomes the cause for his teacher’s discomfort will be
deprived of the blessings of knowledge. Such a person cannot fully
benefit from knowledge either as a poet has stated:

ْ ُﺎن اِذَا ُﻫ َﻤﺎ ﻟ َْﻢ ﻳ
ﳉ َﺮ َﻣﺎ
ِ َﻻ َﻳ ْﻨ ِﺼ َﺤ

َّ اِ َّن اﻟ ُْﻤ َﻌﻠِ َّﻢ َو
ﺐ ) َِﻼ ُﻫ َﻤﺎ
َ  ْﻴVِ اﻟﻄ

‘A teacher and a doctor, they both do not give advice when they are not
revered.’

ﻚ اِ ْن َﺟﻔ َْﻮ َت ُﻣ َﻌ ِﻠ َّﻤﺎ
َ َِوا ْﻗـ َﻨ ْﻊ ِﺑ َﺠ ْﻬﻠ

 َﺒ ٗﻪkْ ﻚ اِ ْن َﺟﻔ َْﻮ َت َﻃ ِﺒ
َ ِﱪ ﻟ َِﺪاﺋ
ْ ﻓ
ْ ِ َﺎﺻ

‘Be patient upon your illness if you wrong your doctor and be content
with ignorance if you wrong your teacher.’

It is narrated that the Caliph Ĥārūn Rashīd sent his son to seek
knowledge from Imām-ul-Lughāt Aṣma’ī. One day, Ĥārūn Rashīd
saw that Aṣma’ī was performing Wuḍū and washing his feet whilst
the son of Ĥārūn Rashīd was pouring water for him. Ĥārūn Rashīd
complained to Aṣma’ī saying, ‘I sent my son so that you would teach
him knowledge and respect so why didn’t you command the boy to
pour water with one hand and wash the feet with the other?’

Respect for book
Respect for a book is in essence respect for knowledge. A student
should never touch a book without purity.
It is narrated by Shaykh Shams-ul-Āimma Ḥalwānī  اﻟﻨّ ُۡﻮ َر ِاﱏKُ  ُﻗ ِ ّﺪ َس ِﺳ ُّﺮwho
said that he received the treasures of knowledge through respect and
reverence as he never even touched a piece of paper without being
in the state of Wuḍū.
www.dawateislami.net
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An incident occurred in the life of Shaykh Shams-ul-Āimma Imām
Sarkhasī ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟـ ۡ َﻘ ِﻮی
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرwhen his stomach was upset. It was his habit that
he would revise and debate over books during the night. The night
when the Shaykh’s stomach was upset, he performed Wuḍū seventeen
times because he did not revise without Wuḍū.
The pious predecessors had so much love for Wuḍū because just as
knowledge is Nūr (light), Wuḍū is also Nūr. Thus the light of
knowledge further increases as a result of being in the state of Wuḍū.
It is extremely important for a student that he do not put his feet
towards the books that he is learning. The books of Tafsīr (exegesis)
should be put above all other books out of respect and nothing should
be put on such books.
Our respected teacher, Shaykh Imām Burĥānuddīn َﻋـﻠَـﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر ْﺣ َـﻤ ُﺔ اﻟـﻠـ ِﻪ اﻟ ۡ ُـﻤﺒ ِۡﲔ
narrated from one of his Shuyūkh that a jurist had a habit of putting
his inkpot on his book. The Shaykh said: ¢ F%A i.e. you would not be
able to benefit from knowledge.
Our respected teacher, Shaykh Imām Ajal Fakhr-ul-Islām Sayyidunā
Qāḍī Khān  َﻋـﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َر ْﲪَ ُﺔ اﻟـ َّﺮ ْﲪٰﻦused to say, ‘Placing an inkpot on top of a book
is permissible as long as the intention is not because of considering
knowledge as inferior. It is better for one to avoid doing such a thing.
It is also extremely important for a student that he should have a
beautiful handwriting and he should not write in small and illegible
handwriting. He should not leave the area of footnotes, etc. empty
unless there is a need.
Sayyidunā Imām-e-A’ẓam Abū Ḥanīfaĥ ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ ۡاﻻَﮐ َۡﺮم
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرonce noticed a
person who was writing in extremely small handwriting. Imām-eA’ẓam Abū Ḥanīfaĥ ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ ۡاﻻَﮐ َۡﺮم
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرsaid to him, “You should not write
in such a bad manner, as if you stayed alive, you would be ashamed
due to this handwriting and if you were to die, you would be
www.dawateislami.net
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recollected with harsh words. When you would be old and your eyes
would become weak then you would be ashamed of this action.”
Shaykh Majduddīn Sarḥakī  َﻋـﻠ َـﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر ْﺣـ َﻤ ُﺔ اﻟـﻠـ ِﻪ اﻟـۡﻐ َـ ِﲎis narrated to have said,
“Whenever we wrote carelessly in small and illegible handwriting,
we gained nothing but shame. Whenever we selected a small part of a
long discussion, we felt ashamed and whenever we did not compare
a piece of writing with the actual manuscript, we were also ashamed.”
O beloved student! It is appropriate that a book should be squareshaped, as that was beloved to Sayyidunā Imām-e-A’ẓam Abū Ḥanīfaĥ
اﻻَﮐ َۡﺮم
ۡ ِﲪ ُﺔ اﷲ
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر. Picking up such a book, placing it and revising it can
be done with ease. A student should not use red ink, as this was not
the way of the pious predecessors but was the way of the philosophers.
A few of our Shuyūkh considered the use of red ink as being Makrūĥ
(disliked).

Respect for class fellows
Respect for class fellows is also respect for knowledge. Remember,
flattery is a condemned action but if there is a need to flatter someone
in order to learn knowledge, then in this situation a student is advised
to flatter his teacher or fellow student Islamic brothers so that he can
benefit from them.
A student should listen to words of wisdom with respect and
reverence even if he has heard one religious issue or one word a
thousand times before.
It is a statement of a wise man, “The person who upon hearing a
discussion full of knowledge a thousand times before, does not respect
that discussion in the way that he respected the discussion when he
first heard it, then such a person is not worthy of knowledge.”
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If a student wishes to learn a new science, he should not choose that
science from his own opinion, but he should rather place this
situation before his teacher, as a teacher has a lot of experience in this
regard. The teacher is fully aware of which science is relevant and
which task the student is able to fulfil.
Our respected teacher, Shaykh Burĥānuddīn  َﻋـﻠَـﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر ْﺣ َـﻤ ُﺔ اﻟـﻠـ ِﻪ اﻟ ۡ ُـﻤﺒ ِۡﲔused to
say, “The students of the early generations used to place their
educational matters in the hands of their teachers and that is why
they reached their goals and fulfilled their aims. Today, the students
attempt to reach their goals without guidance from their teachers,
thus these types of students do not reach their goals nor do they
have any awareness in regard to knowledge and jurisprudence.
It is narrated that Imām Muhammad Bin Ism’aīl Bukhārī َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر ْﲪَ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟ َۡﻮ ِاﱃ
would go to Imām Muhammad ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟ َۡﻮ ِاﱃ
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرand learn Kitāb-uṣ-Ṣalāĥ
in Fiqĥ. When Imām Muhammad ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟ َۡﻮ ِاﱃ
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرsaw that it was in the
nature of Imām Bukhārī ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟ َۡﻮ ِاﱃ
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴۡ ِﻪ َرthat he had little interest in Fiqĥ
but he had an inclination towards the science of Ḥadīš, Imām
Muhammad told Imām Bukhārī ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟ َۡﻮ ِاﱃ
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرto go and learn ‘Ilm-ulḤadīš. This was the great insight of Imām Muhammad َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر ْﲪَ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟ َۡﻮ ِاﱃ
who saw the interest of Imām Bukhārī ﲪ ُﺔاﷲِ اﻟ َۡﻮ ِاﱃ
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرin ‘Ilm-ul-Ḥadīš. Thus
when Imām Bukhārī ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟ َۡﻮ ِاﱃ
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرfollowed the advice of his teacher
and began to learn ‘Ilm-ul-Ḥadīš, the world saw his prominence in
the science of Ḥadīš.
A student should not sit extremely close to his teacher without a
reason during lessons. There should be a distance of a bow between a
teacher and a student, as there is more respect with this type of
seating arrangement.
A student should refrain from condemned characteristics because such
َﺻ
characteristics are like dogs and the Blessed Prophet اﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ُ #ّ َ
said:
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َ ٌ َۡ ۡ ًَۡ ُ َ ٰ َۡ ُ ُ َۡ َ
| ا ۡو ُ; ۡ? َر ٌة
• ِ ِ# nA ِ¤£  ا95Co '
“The angels do not enter
that house in which there is a dog or a picture.1”
Knowledge can only be acquired through the angels. Therefore, a
person should stay away from the condemned characteristics. In order
to learn about bad manners, a person should read Kitāb-ul-Akhlāq,
as it is not possible to explain the condemned characteristics in this
concise book. A student should especially refrain from arrogance, as
it is impossible for someone to acquire knowledge through arrogance.
A poet said:

َّ ) َﲝ
ﺎﱃ
ِ ﲝن اﻟْ َﻌ
ِ َ ﻟﺴ ْﻴ ِﻞ َﺣ ْﺮ ٌب ﻟِﻠ ْ َﻤ

ﺎﱃ
ِ ا َﻟْ ِﻌﻠ ْ ُﻢ َﺣ ْﺮ ٌب ﻟِﻠ ْ َﻔ َﱴ اﻟْ ُﻤ َﺘ َﻌ

‘Knowledge is an enemy for an arrogant youth just as the flowing of
water is an enemy for a tall building.’

A student should work extremely hard as a poet said:

ﻓ ََﻬ ْﻞ َﺟ ُّﺪ ِﺑ َﻼ ِﺟ ّ ٍﺪ ﺑِ َﻤ ْﺠ ِﺪی

ی َﻻ ﺑِ ِﺠ ّ ِﺪ ) ُ ِ ّﻞ َﻣ ْﺠ ِﺪ
ْ ﺑِ ِﺠ ّ ِﺪ

‘Through my effort (I reach success) not through the effort of others.
Would I have any success without my effort being included?’

َﺎم َﻋ ْﺒ ِﺪ
َ َوﻛ ُْﻢ ُﺣ ٍّﺮ َﻳﻘ ُْﻮ ُم َﻣﻘ

َﺎم ُﺣ ٍّﺮ
َ ﻓَﳉ َْﻢ َﻋ ْﺒ ٍﺪ َﻳﻘ ُْﻮ ُم َﻣﻘ

‘There are many slaves standing in place of free men (through their efforts)
and there are many free men standing in place of slaves (through
heedlessness and laziness).’

•••
1

Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim, pp. 1165, Ḥadīš 2106
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CHAPTER FIVE

Hard work, persistence, and
enthusiasm
It is very important for a student to work extremely hard, to remain
punctual upon this, and to remain steadfast. As Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞhas
stated in the following Ayaĥ:

 ﺳﺒﻠﻨﺎ5ۡ 6و ﻟﺬﻳۡﻦ ﺟﺎﻫﺪ ۡو ﻓ ۡﻴﻨﺎ ﻟﻨ ۡﻬﺪﻳﻨ
“And those who strove in our way - We shall surely show them
Our paths.”
[Kanz-ul-Īmān (Translation of Quran)] (Part 21, Sūraĥ ‘Ankabūt, Verse 69)

He has stated further:

ٰ
+ ۡ@ﺘﺐ ﺑﻘﻮ ٍةA  ﺧﺬ9:ٰ ;ۡ <ٰﻳ
“O Yaḥyā, hold onto the book firmly.”
[Kanz-ul-Īmān (Translation of Quran)] (Part 16, Sūraĥ Maryam, Verse 12)

It is a famous saying:

ۡ َ َ
َ َ
َ َ َ َ ۡ َ
¦َ W¦ َوWَ َب َو¥ع ا%َ p 0ۡ 2َ  َوCَ 7َ  َوC7َ  َو£ً nۡ Ÿ |
T 02
“Whoever sought something and worked hard for it, he will find it.
Whoever knocked on a door and persisted, he will enter it.”
27
www.dawateislami.net

28

The Path of Knowledge

In the same way, another wise man said:

ُ َ
َ
َ
َ
Z َ َ 2َ  َ! لZ َ َ 2َ ِرCۡ fِA
“The amount you desire something you will gain what you desire.”
It is said that in order to seek something or understand it, there is a
need for the effort of three people. The three people are:
1. The student 2. The teacher 3. The parents
Sayyidunā Shaykh Sa’īduddīn Shīrāzī َ ِﺎﰱCۡ َﻋـﻠَـﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر ْﺣ َـﻤ ُﺔ اﻟـﻠـ ِﻪ اﻟـonce recited
before me a few wise verses written by Imām Shafi’ī:

ﺎب ُﻣ ْﻐﻠ َ ٖﻖ
ٍ َواﻟْ ِﺠ ُّﺪ َﻳ ْﻔ َﺘﺢُ ) ُ َّﻞ َﺑ

ا َﻟْ ِﺠ ُّﺪ ُﻳ ْﺪ ِﱏْ ) ُ َّﻞ ا َ ْﻣ ٍﺮ َﺷﲝ ِﺳ ِﻊ

‘Effort brings close every matter which is far and effort opens
all closed doors.’

 ٍﺶ َﺿ ِّﻴ ٖﻖkْ  ﺑِ َﻌEٰ ذُ ْو ِﻫ َّﻤ ٍﺔ ُﻳ ْﺒ

ا‚ ِﺑﺎ ﻟْ َﻬ ِّﻢ ا ْﻣ ُﺮ ٴٌو
ِ ّٰ َوا َ َﺣ ُّﻖ َﺧﻠ ْ ِﻖ

‘Amongst the creation of Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ, the one who is most afflicted with
grief and a tightened life is the one who is hardworking and full of spirit.’

 ِﺶ ْاﻻ َ ْﺣ َﻤ ٖﻖkْ َ; ﺐ
ِ  ْﻴVِ َّ ﺑُ ٴْﻮ ُس اﻟﻠ
ُ ﺐ َو ِﻃ ْﻴ

َّ َو ِﻣ َﻦ
َﻀﺂ ِء َو ُﺣ ْﻜ ِﻤ ٖﻪ
َ  اﻟْﻘEََ ; اﻟﺪﻟ ِْﻴ ِﻞ

‘Amongst the proofs of Allah’s judgement and His command is the hard
condition of a wise man and the prosperity of a stupid man.’

ی َﺗﻔ َُّﺮ ٖق
َّ َ َﺎن ا
ِ َ ان َﻳ ْﻔ
ِ ﱰﻗ
ِ ِﺿ َّﺪ

َّ ﻟٰﳉ
ِﻦ َﻣ ْﻦ ُر ِز َق اﻟْ ِﺤـ ٰ@ ُﺣ ِﺮ َم اﻟْﻐ ِٰﲎ

‘Through the granting of intelligence, (the intelligent person) is deprived
of prosperity. Two opposite entities (intelligence and prosperity) cannot
gather together.’
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Another poet has said:

ﲑ َﻏ َﻨﺂ ٍء َّواﻟْ ُﺠ ُﻨ ْﻮ ُن ﻓُ ُﻨ ْﻮ ُن
ِ ْ ِﺑ َﻐ

ﻴﻬﺎ ُﻣ َﻨﺎﻇ ًِﺮا
َ  ْﻴJَّ َﺗ َﻤ
ً  ﻓَ ِﻘ‰
ْ ِ ﺖ ا َ ْن ُﺗ ْﻤ

‘If you desire to be a Faqīĥ (jurist) and Munāẓir (debater) without
struggle then this is your insanity.’

ُﺗ َﺤ ِّﻤﻠ َُﻬﺎ ﻓَﺎ ﻟْ ِﻌﻠ ْ ُﻢ ﻛ َْﻴ َﻒ َﻳﳉ ُْﻮ ُن

ﺎل ُد ْو َن َﻣ َﺸ َّﻘ ٍﺔ
ِ ﲝب اﻟْ َﻤ
ُ  َﺴNِ  َﺲ ا ْﻛkْ ََو ﻟ

‘When wealth cannot be acquired without hardship and you bear
hardship for it, then how can knowledge be acquired (without hardship)?’

Abū Ṭayyib has said:

ﺎم
ِ  اﻟ َّﺘ َﻤEََ ; َﻛ َﻨ ْﻘ ِﺺ اﻟْﻘَﺎ ِد ِر ْﻳ َﻦ

 ًﺒﺎkْ َ; ﺎس
ِ َو ﻟ َْﻢ ا َ َر ِﰱ ْ ُﻋ ُﻴ ْﻮ ِب اﻟ َّﻨ

“I never saw any fault amongst the faults of the people (worse than) the
inability of those who have power to fulfill (a task) but it was left undone.”

Staying awake during the nights is also extremely important for a
student as a poet has said:

ِ ﻓ ََﻤ ْﻦ َﻃﻠ ََﺐ اﻟْ ُﻌ َﻼ َﺳ ِﻬ َﺮ اﻟﻠ َّ َﻴ
ْﺎﱃ

ْ ﳉ ّ ِﺪ ُﺗ
َ ِْﺑﻘ َْﺪ ِراﻟ
ﺎﱃ
ِ ﺐ اﻟْ َﻤ َﻌ
ُ  َﺴNَ ﳉ

‘According to the amount of effort, you will gain elevations and the one
who seeks elevations stays awake at night.’

اﻟﻶ ِﱃ
ّ ض اﻟْ َﺒ ْﺤ َﺮ َﻣ ْﻦ َﻃﻠ ََﺐ
ُ َﻳ ُﻐ ْﻮ

ﺎم ﻟ َْﻴ ًﻼ
ُ َﺗ ُﺮ ْو ُم اﻟْ ِﻌ َّﺰ ُﺛ َّﻢ َﺗ َﻨ

‘You aim for respect then you sleep at night? The one who seeks pearls
dives in the ocean.’

ﺎﱃ
ِ َو ِﻋ ُّﺰاﻟْ َﻤ ْﺮ ِء ِﰱ ْ َﺳ َﻬ ِﺮاﻟﻠ َّ َﻴ

ﺐ ِﺑﺎ ﻟْ ِﻬ َﻤ ِﻢ اﻟْ َﻌ َﻮ ِاﱃ
ِ ;ُﻠ ُُّﻮاﻟْﳉ َْﻌ

‘Elevation is through high aims and a person’s respect is in the
awakening of the night.’
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ﺎل
ِ ا َ َﺿﺎعَ اﻟْ ُﻌ ْﻤ َﺮ ِﰱ ْ َﻃﻠ َِﺐ اﻟْـ َﻤ َﺤ

ﲑ َﻛ ّ ٍﺪ
ِ ْ ام اﻟْ ُﻌ َﻼ ِﻣ ْﻦ َﻏـ
َ َو َﻣ ْﻦ َر

‘The one who aims for elevation without effort, he wastes his life
seeking something which is impossible.’

ﺎك َﻳﺎ َﻣ ْﻮ َﱃ اﻟْ َﻤ َﻮ ِاﱃ
َ ِﻻ َ ْﺟ ِﻞ ِر َﺿ

ﺎﱃ
ِ ﺖ اﻟ َّﻨ ْﻮ َم َر ِ ّﰉ ْ ِﰱ اﻟﻠ َّ َﻴ
ُ َﺗ َﺮ ْﻛ

‘I left sleeping at night O my Rab for Your pleasure, O Patron of all patrons.’

ﺎﱃ
ِ َو َﺑﻠِ ّ ْﻐ ِﲎ اِ ٰﱃ ا َ ْﻗ َ‘ اﻟْ َﻤ َﻌ

ﲎ اِ ٰﱃ َﺗ ْﺤ ِﺼ ْﻴ ِﻞ ;ِﻠ ْ ِﻢ
ْ ِ ﻓ ََﻮ ِﻓّ ْﻘ

‘Grant me the ability to learn knowledge and take me to the fullest height.’

It is a saying of a wise man:

ً َ ۡ ُ ًََ َۡ
)‚َ  ِ ِ اA رِكCۡ o )Y
9  اŠِ ِ§ِ ا
“Be busy the whole night, you will receive your desires.”
O beloved student, I also wrote in this regard:

 َّﺘ ِﺨﺬْ ﻟ َْﻴﻠ َ ٗﻪ ِﰱ َد ْرﻛ َِﻬﺎ َﺟ َﻤ ًﻼkَ ْ ﻓَﻠ

َﻣ ْﻦ َﺷﲝ ٓ َء ا َ ْن َﻳ ْﺤ َﺘ ِﻮی آ َﻣﺎ ﻟَ ٗﻪ ُﺟ َﻤ ًﻼ

‘Whoever wishes that his desires are all fulfilled, then he should spend
his nights in order to gain them all.’

ِﱮ ا َ ْن َﺗ ُﺒﻠ ُ َﻎ اﻟْﳉ ََﻤ َﻼ
َ اِ ْن ِﺷ ْﺌ
َ َﺖ ﻳ
ْ ِ ﺎﺻﺎﺣ

” َﺗ ْﺤ َ• ﺑِ ٖﻪ َﺛ َﻤ ًﺮا
َ ا َ ْﻗﻠ ِْﻞ َﻃ َﻌﺎ َﻣ
َْ ﻚ

‘Decrease your food so that you can gain some benefit if you wish to
gain perfection, O friend!’
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A wise man has said:

َۡ
َ
َ ََ
َۡ
 َ ِرN ِ A ◌ٗ jُ p  َح%ِ [ Cۡ f# 9ِ ۡ ِ A ◌ٗ Gَ I. %َ َ =ۡ  ا0ۡ 2َ
“The person who keeps himself awake at night then his heart is
pleased during the day.”
O beloved student! In order to seek knowledge it is important that
you learn during the early and latter part of the night. This is because
the time between Maghrib and ‘Isha as well as the time of Saḥrī (prior
to dawn) are both periods of great blessings. A poet has said:

اﻟﺸ َﺒ َﻌﺎ
ّ ِ ﺐ اﻟ َّﻨ ْﻮ َم َوا ْﺗ ُﺮ ِك
ِ َو َﺟ ِّﻨ

ﺎﺷ ِﺮ اﻟْ َﻮ َر;َﺎ
ِ َﻳﺎ َﻃﺎ ﻟ َِﺐ اﻟْ ِﻌﻠ ْ ِﻢ َﺑ

“O student! Hold onto piety, turn away from sleep and turn away from
eating fully.”

َّ ﻓَﺎ ﻟْ ِﻌﻠ ْ ُﻢ ِﺑ
ار َﺗﻔ ََﻌﺎ
َ ﺎﻟﺪ ْر ِس ﻗ
ْ َﺎم َو

َّ Eََ ; او ْم
َﺎر ْﻗ ٗﻪ
ِ َد
ِ اﻟﺪ ْر ِس َﻻ ُﺗﻔ

“Continue to learn (through revision and discussion) and do not separate
from this as it is through such learning that knowledge is established
and raised.”

A student should take more and more benefit during his early days
of youth as a poet has stated:

ام اﻟْ ُﻤ ٰﲎ ﻟ َْﻴ ًﻼ َﻳﻘ ُْﻮ ُم
َ ﻓ ََﻤ ْﻦ َر

َ ِْﺑﻘ َْﺪ ِراﻟ
ﳉ ّ ِﺪ ُﺗ ْﻌ ٰ– َﻣﺎ َﺗ ُﺮ ْو ُم

“According to effort, you will be granted what you aim for. The one who
aims for many goals stays awake at night.”

ا َ َﻻ اِ َّن اﻟْ َﺤ َﺪا َﺛ َﺔ َﻻ َﺗ ُﺪ ْو ُم

 ِﻨ ْﻤ َﻬﺎNَ َﺎم اﻟْ َﺤ َﺪا َﺛ ِﺔ ﻓَﺎ ْﻏـ
َ َو ا َ ّﻳ

Take it for granted that the days of a life are temporary so benefit from
them, as a temporary thing is not long-lasting.
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A student should also ensure that he do not put himself through too
much hardship and should not place an extreme amount of burden
upon himself which will lead to him being unable to do anything.
He should be soft in regard to this matter, as softness is the origin of
َﺻ
all things. The Holy Prophet اﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ُ #ّ َ has said:

ٓ ََ
ۡ ۡ َٔ َ ٌ ۡ َ َ ۡ ّ َ َ
ۡ َُّ َ ۡ
ۡ
ª«ِ j ' وRٍ [%ِ ِ A ِ ِ# 9ِ© [ وLِ 2 0e‡
ِ ا اŠg ا' ا ِن
ۡ َ ٰ َ
َ ً َ َ
ٰ َ
َ َ
َ َۡ ٰ
ََ
€ۡAا ا%ً ۡ m ' َوXَ •َ ® -¬ ' اrjَ !ۡ ُ  دة ا ِ َ [ ِن اjَِ
ِGI. ِ ا
“Aware, this religion is strong. Walk on (the path of the religion)
gently. Do not make the worship of Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞa burden upon
yourselves.’
َﺻ
The Prophet اﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ُ #ّ َ then gave an example of a person who
places a lot of goods on his animal, due to which his animal becomes
weak and thus this person is separated from those who are travelling
with him and now his condition is such that he cannot cross the
lands nor can he keep his animal alive.1
َﺻ
The Holy Prophet اﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ُ #ّ َ has said:

َ A Rۡ #ُ  ِ• ُ َ [َ ۡر2َ َ Gُ Iۡ .َ
ِ
“Your inner self (Nafs) is your animal therefore be soft with it.”
A student needs to have strong convictions and aims when learning
knowledge. Just as a bird needs its wings in order to fly high, a student
needs strong aims in order to reach heights.
1

Kanz-ul-‘Ummāl, vol. 3, pp. 20, Ḥadīš 5374
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Abū Ṭayyib has said:

ْ
ﲝر ُم
ِ  ﻗ َْﺪ ِراﻟْ ِﳉ َﺮEَٰ ; ْ —ِ َو َﺗﺄ
ِ َ ام اﻟْ َﻤ

 ﻗ َْﺪ ِرا َ ْﻫ ِﻞ اﻟْ َﻌ ْﺰ ِم َﺗﺄ ْ ِ— َ اﻟْ َﻌ َﺰآﺋِ ُﻢEَٰ ;

“According to the strength of the convictions, you will reach the great
matters and according to the virtue of a person he reaches nobility.”

ﲔ اﻟْ َﻌ ِﻈ ْﻴ ِﻢ اﻟْ َﻌ َﻈﺂﺋِ ُﻢ
ِ ْ َ; َو َﺗ ْﺼﻐ ُُﺮ ِﰱ

ﺎر َﻫﺎ
َّ ﲔ
ِ ْ اﻟﺼ ِﻐ
ِ ْ َ; ْ َو َﺗ ْﻌ ُﻈ ُﻢ ِﰱ
ُ ﲑ ِﺻ َﻐ

“Even the smallest of matters seem great in the eyes of the one who has
little conviction whilst even the greatest of matters seem small in the
eyes of the one who possesses great conviction.”

O beloved student! In order to gain anything, strong conviction and
extreme struggle are pivotal. If a person has the conviction to
memorise all of Imām Muhammad’s books and he works extremely
hard and persists in this aim, then it is a certain fact that if he is not
able to memorise the book word to word, he will at least be able to
memorise the majority of the book or at least half. If, however, a
person has great aims but he does not work hard in order to fulfil
these aims or he works hard but does not have any aim, then both
of these types of people will not gain anything but a little amount of
knowledge.
Shaykh Raḍīuddīn Nayshāpūrī ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟـۡ َﻘ ِﻮی
َ ْ  َﻠ َﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرhas narrated an incident
in his book, ‘Makārim-ul-Akhlāq’ that Sayyidunā Żulqarnayn
ِ ﲪ ُﺔ ا
ﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
ٰ َﷲ ﺗَﻌ
َ ْ  َرintended to travel in order to gain control over the East
and the West. He sought advice from the wise men as to what he
ِ  ر ْﲪَ ُﺔ اsaid, “I think I may be travelling
should do. Żulqarnayn ﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
َ
uselessly in order to gain a bit of a kingdom as this world is little,
mortal and extremely disgraceful. To gain (the wealth and authority
of) this world is neither a great task nor is its attainment from the
highest of achievements.” The wise men then advised him, “It would
be extremely beneficial to travel in order to raise the word of truth
www.dawateislami.net

34

The Path of Knowledge

as this would be a means of attaining the blessings of this world and
ِ ﲪ ُﺔ ا
the hereafter.” Upon hearing this, Żulqarnayn ﷲ ﺗَﻌ َ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
َ ْ  َرsaid, “This
is surely the best idea.”
َﺻ
The Holy Prophet اﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ُ #ّ َ said:

ۡ ََ ُُۡۡ َ َ َ @ ُ ٰ ََ َ
َ #َ Gَ Iۡ =َ ُه%َ c
S ِ ا'‚?رِ و2 |ِ„
ا ِن ا

“Indeed Allah

َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ

loves the greatest of matters and detests the

inferior matters.” (Al-Mu’jam-ul-Kabīr, vol. 3, pp. 131, Ḥadīš 2894)
A poet has said:

ﺎك ﻛ َُﻤ ْﺴ َﺘ ِﺪ ْﻳ ِﻢ
َ  َﻋ َﺼEّٰ ﻓ ََﻤﺎ َﺻ

اﺳ َﺘ ِﺪ ْﻣ ٗﻪ
ْ ﻓ ََﻼ َﺗ ْﻌ َﺠ ْﻞ ِﺑﺎ َ ْﻣ ِﺮ َك َو

Do not rush into your matter and keep struggling for it, as the
crookedness of a stick is straightened through a determined effort.

Sayyidunā Imām-e-A’ẓam Abū Ḥanīfaĥ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر ْﲪَ ُﺔ اﷲِ ۡاﻻَﮐ َۡﺮمonce said to
ِ ﲪ ُﺔ ا
Imām Abū Yūsuf ﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
َ ْ  َر, ‘You were not intelligent but your effort
and persistence pushed you forward; therefore, always stay away from
laziness, for laziness is a great calamity and it is wretched.’
Shaykh Imām Abū Naṣr Ṣaffār Anṣārī  َﻋـﻠ َـﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر ْﺣـ َﻤ ُﺔاﻟـﻠـ ِﻪاﻟـۡﺒ َـ ِﺎریhas stated in his
stanza:

ﲝن ِﰱ ْ َﻣ َﻬ ِﻞ
ِّ ِ ِْﰱ اﻟ
ِ ﱪ َواﻟْ َﻌ ْﺪ ِل َو ْاﻻ ِ ْﺣ َﺴ

ﺮ˜ َﻋ ِﻦ اﻟْ َﻌ َﻤ ِﻞ
ْ ِ َﻳﺎ َﻧ ْﻔ ِﺲ َﻳﺎ َﻧ ْﻔ ِﺲ َﻻ ُﺗ

‘O soul, O soul! Do not delay in carrying out good deeds, being just and
doing favours upon others when you are free.’

ی ﻛ ََﺴ ِﻞ
ْ َو ِﰱ َﺑ َﻶ ِء َّو ُﺷ ٴْﻮ ٍم ) ُ ُّﻞ ِذ

 ِﺒـ ٌﻂNَ ﲑ ُﻣ ْﻐـ
ِ ْ ی َﻋ َﻤ ٍﻞ ِﰱ اﻟْ َﺨ
ْ َو ) ُ ُّﻞ ِذ

‘All those who carry out good deeds are envied whilst each lazy person
is (embroiled) in affliction and misfortune.’
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I have also written in this regard:

َ
ان
ٖ ﱴ ِﰱ ْ ِذی اﻟْ َﻬ َﻮ
ْ ِ Vُ َو اِﻻ ّ ﻓَﺎ ْﺛ

َ ْ ِ  َﻧ ْﻔšِ َد
ْ
ْ اﻟ ّﺘ َﲝ ُﺳ َﻞ َواﻟ َّﺘ َﻮ ِاﱏ‰

‘O my soul, forsake laziness, otherwise remain amongst the disgraced.’

ﺎن
ِ ِﺳ ٰﻮی َﻧ َﺪ ٍم َوﺣ ِْﺮ َﻣ
ٖ ﺎن ْاﻻ َ َﻣ

َ ﻓَﻠ َْﻢ ا َ َرﻟِﻠ ْﳉ َُﺴ
–
ْ ِ ﲝﱃ اﻟْ َﺤ َّﻆ ُﻳ ْﻌ

‘I have not seen the lazy people being granted anything besides shame
and being deprived of desires.’

ﲝن ِﻣ ْﻦ ﻛ ََﺴ ِﻞ
ِ ْ َﺟ ٍّﻢ َﺗ َﻮﻟَّ َﺪ ﻟ
ِ ِﻼ ْﻧ َﺴ

ﻛ َْﻢ ِﻣ ْﻦ َﺣ َﻴﺂ ٍء َّو ﻛ َْﻢ َﻋ ْﺠـ ٍﺰ َّو ﻛ َْﻢ َﻧ َﺪ ٍم

A human being earns shame, weakness and regret, including other
negative qualities due to his laziness.

ﻚ َﺳ ِﻞ
َ ﺖ َو َﻣﺎ ﻗ َْﺪ َﺷﺬَّ َﻋ َﻨ
َ ﻓ ََﻤﺎ ;َ ِﻠ ْﻤ

ﺚ َﻋ ْﻦ ُﺷ َﺒ ٍﻪ
َ اِ ّﻳ
ِ َﺎك َﻋ ْﻦ ﻛ ََﺴ ٍﻞ ِﰱ اﻟْ َﺒ ْﺤ

Do not be lazy in debating to get rid of a doubt. What you know (then

َ ۡ ِ ِ َ[) and as for that which is further (from your understanding) then
C ۡ Dا
ask (the knowledgeable people).

The pious predecessors  َر ِﲪَ ُﻬ ُﻢ اﻟـﻠـ ُﻪ ﺗَـﻌَ ٰﺎﱃhave stated, “One reason for the
development of laziness is lack of concentration upon the virtues of
knowledge. Therefore, a student with persistence should concentrate
on the virtues of knowledge as well.
O beloved student! Wealth is something which will perish as Amīr-ulﮐ
Muminīn Sayyidunā ‘Alī Bin ‘Abī Ṭālib  ﺗَﻌ َ ٰﺎﱃ َو ْﺟﻬ َ ُﻪ اﻟ ْ َﮑ ِﺮﻳْﻢ4ا
ُ  ََّﺮ َمhas stated:

ۡ
َ
ُ ٓ َۡۡ
 ل2َ ِاءCَ )ِ َ ِ ٌ وN

َ ۡ َ َ Gِۡ p !َ ۡ !َ ۡ ِ# ِ رj*ا
ِ َر

‘We are pleased with the distribution of our Rab amongst us. We have
knowledge, while the enemies have wealth.’
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َ ٰ
ۡ ۡ
ُ
ال8َ َ, ' €jۡ eَ َ ِ Wَوا ِن ا

ۡ َ ۡ َ ٰ َۡ َ َۡ َ
|
ٍ S%ِ p 0/ ZIe [ ِن ا ل

‘Indeed wealth will soon perish, while knowledge will remain forever.’
In comparison to wealth, a person becomes known as a pious person
through beneficial knowledge which continues even after his death,
thus this is everlasting life.
Muftī-ul-Āimma Sayyidunā Shaykh Ẓaĥīruddīn Ḥasan Bin ‘Alī
ِ  اﻟﻨّ ُۡﻮ َرKُ س ِﺳ ُّﺮ
اﱏ
ّ ِ  ُﻗalso known as Marghīnānī has stated:
َ ﺪ

ۡ
ٓ ََ ُ ۡ َ
 ۡ?ا [ ۡ َ ُءo 2َ  َ ِ ُ ۡ?ن َوا ِنWَوا

ۡ ِ o?ۡ ‚َ 9َ jۡ ®َ ¯ٰ ?ۡ َ #َ ِ ُ ۡ? َنg *
َ ۡ َا
ِ

“The ignorant (are such that) they are dead before their (actual)
death. The scholars (are such that) even after they (physically) die,
they are alive.”
Shaykh-ul-Islām Burĥānuddīn  َﻋـﻠَـﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر ْﺣ َـﻤ ُﺔ اﻟـﻠـ ِﻪ اﻟ ۡ ُـﻤﺒ ِۡﲔhas stated;

ََ
ُ
ُۡ َ َ
 ۡ? ُرjُ ® ِ ۡ?رjُ fW ا9jۡ ® ۡ ُ ‚ُ Gَ 7ۡ [

ۡ َ ۡ َ ۡ َۡ
َۡ ٌ
ٖ ِ g'ِ ت َ‚ ۡ?ت
°ِ َو
ِ ?ۡ َ  ا9j® 9ِ *ا

“And in ignorance is death for the ignorant prior to death and their
bodies are like graves prior to (their actual) graves.”

ُُ ُ @ َۡ َ َ ََۡ
 ۡ? ُرs ِ ۡ?رsvW اL
ِ <
ٗ◌ ŒnWو

ۡ َ َۡ ًَ ۡ
ٌ ّ 2َ ِ ۡ ِ Wۡ A ²
ٰ
r
ِ , أ%‚ا ِن ا
ِ

“And a person who does not possess knowledge is a dead body and
there is no resurrection (in terms of rewards and blessings) for him
when resurrection will occur.”
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A poet has stated:

ُ َ اَو َﺻﺎ ﻟُ ٗﻪ َﺗ ْﺤ
اب َر ِﻣ ْﻴ ُﻢ
ِ اﻟﱰ
َّ ﺖ
ْ

• َﺧﺎ ﻟ ٌِﺪ ﺑَ ْﻌ َﺪ َﻣ ْﻮﺗِ ٖﻪ
ُّ َ ا َ ُﺧﻮاﻟْ ِﻌﻠ ْ ِﻢ

‘The possessor of knowledge is forever alive after his death even if his
bones have decayed beneath the soil.’

ُﻳ َﻈ ُّﻦ ِﻣ َﻦ ْاﻻ َ ْﺣ َﻴﺂ ِء َو ُﻫ َﻮ ;َ ِﺪ ْﻳ ُﻢ

 اﻟﺜَّ ٰﺮیEَ
ٌ َوذُواﻟْ َﺠ ْﻬ ِﻞ َﻣ ِّﻴ
ْ ِ ﺖ َو ُﻫ َﻮ َﻳ ْﻤ
ْ َ ;ž

‘The ignorant is dead whilst he is walking on the earth. He is perceived
to be from those who are alive whilst he is (actually) extinct.’

Another poet has said:

 ْﺒ ٗﻪJِ َﺎﺟـ َﺘ
ْ ﺐ َﺟ ْﻬ ٌﻞ ﻓ
ِ ْ َو َﻣ ْﻮ ُت اﻟْ َﻘﻠ

 ِﻨ ْﻤ ٗﻪNَ ﺐ ;ِﻠ ْ ٌﻢ ﻓَﺎ ْﻏـ
ِ ْ َﺣ َﻴﺎةُ اﻟْ َﻘﻠ

Life of hearts is knowledge; therefore, acquire it. Death of hearts is
ignorance so refrain from it.

Shaykh-ul-Islām Burĥānuddīn  َﻋـﻠَـﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر ْﺣ َـﻤ ُﺔ اﻟـﻠـ ِﻪ اﻟ ۡ ُـﻤﺒ ِۡﲔhas stated:

ٰ ُۡ @
ُۡ ۡ َ
َ َۡ
|
ِ ِ& ا ?اhِ : W ا8ِ ٖ ِ F دو0ِ2 و

ًَُۡ َٰۡ ۡ ۡ َ
َ َۡ
|ِ
ِ oا%  اhِ j  رE ِ ِ اWذا ا

“The possessor of knowledge has the greatest rank amongst all the
ranks and all other ranks are temporary like leadership and
governance.”

ۡ َ ۡ َ ۡ َ ۡ َ ۡ َۡ ُ َ
َ B
َ Q اr
ب
ر
ت
ِ ? اC d 9ِ *و ذوا
ِ ِ

ۡ ۡ َُ
ٰ
ً َ
Iِ Hَ 2ُ ◌ ٗه8ِ@ €jۡ eَ ِ ِ WواŠ[

“The possessor of knowledge, his reverence remains and increases
whilst the ignorant, after death he is beneath soil.”

ََ ۡ
َ ۡ ُ ۡ ّ  َو³ُر
ﺐ
ِ  ِﺋW´ ا ِ و ا ِ َ ا
ِِ ِ

َ َ
َ
َٰ
€o ۡار0ِ 2َ ◌ا ٗهCَ 2َ ?ۡ 7ُ %ۡ َ,'  َ ۡ َ ت#

“The leader of a nation and the commander of an army cannot
reach the end of knowledge.”
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َ َ ۡ ّ ُ %&ۡ ِ ذ0ۡ /َ š
ٌ َ َ M
ۡ َ[
|ِ
ِ p! •ا
ِ ِ
ِ

ُ ۡ َ َ ۡ ۡ ُٔ َ
ِۡ ۡ ِ [َ ۡ= َ ُ ?ا# 2َ ªَ ۡ dَ ۡ c
:ِ ‚ =

“I will write a few virtues of knowledge for you so listen as I am
limited from recollecting all the virtues of knowledge.”

َ ۡ dَ %gۡ ‡ا%‚َ 9 ۡ *وا
َ «َ W ۡاL
َ ۡ َو ُذ
|
g
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ

ۡ َ
@ُ
ُ
µٰ َ W ا0ِ  ۡيCِ ۡ eَ ِ@ ۡ?رN@ ۡ? ُر َو • اN َ? اg

“It is light (Nūr) and all Nūr guides (away) from blindness, while the
ignorant people throughout their lifetime cross the darkness of
ignorance.”

َٓ
ً ٓ ۡ ۡ َ َ ََۡ
ﺐ
ِ e ا ِ~ و
ِ ?ا ِﺋN اhِ !ِ2¶ ا

َۡ ُٓ
ُ َ ۡ ّ  َ? اgُ
َ َQ ۡا02َ µ
^
ِ
ِ ۡ ِ B  ءs ]روة ا

“Knowledge is an extremely high peak which grants refuge to whoever
desires it and (therefore the one who desires knowledge) walks on (the
paths of) calamities safely.”

َٓ َ َۡ ُ ۡ @ َ ۡ َ َۡ
ﺐ
ِ o%, ٖ ِ A
ِ ا ِﺋœW اLd وح% · وا

ۡ ِ o)َ Iَ ¡َ h
ۡ ِ  ُسN· َوا
ۡ ِ َ vۡ َ, ٖ ِ A
ِ

“(Only) through knowledge can a person seek salvation, while
humans are lost in heedlessness. It is through knowledge that one
has hope when the soul is between the bones (at the time of Naz’a’ –
departure from this world).”

ََ
|ِ
ِ p?ا

ۡ َ َّۡ َۡ ٰ
Wان ّ ِا
ِ 4ِ Nا ِ دركِ ا

َ َ
َ ُ ۡ ۡ َ َۡ
ً;
ِ †  َراح0ۡ 2  نGَ ِ' اXُ Is¸ ٖ ِ A

“It is through knowledge that a human being will intercede for a
person who had left the world (and went) to the lowest part of Hell,
the worst of results.”
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َ َۡ ُ َ َ َۡ َ َ ۡ ََ
|ِ
ِ W •  ز • اCp ◌ ز ٗه02و

َ  ◌ َر2ا
َ َ ۡ ََ
َ •ُ ام ا ۡ َ ٓر َب
ٗ ر0 #
ِ

“The one who aimed for knowledge (it is as though) he aimed for all
purposes and whoever gathered knowledge, he has achieved all
aims.”

َ ۡ ?ۡ Iَ A  ّ? ۡنgَ ◌
|
ِ ِ ِ ٗ
ِ !َ ت ا
ِ ;

َ ۡ ِ Fا َِذا

ۡ َ
ۡ ُ َ َۡۡ َ ُ
َ
َ ِ Dا
^
|ِ ;َ َ # ۡ ِ َ W| ا
V! ?اg

“Knowledge is the greatest rank so O wise person! When you attain
it, then do not care about the loss of other ranks.”

ُ ۡ 5َ َ ۡ ِ W [َ ِن ۡاªۡ ِ ّ «َ #َ
َ َۡا4
|
g
ا
?
ِ
ِ

@ َ َo َ[ [َ ِۡن
َ ِ ۡ ِ َF |
ُ ۡ Tِ  َ َو.ۡ ‡ا

“So if you lose the world and the best of its blessings, turn your eye
away, for indeed knowledge (you possess) is the best of bestowed
blessings.”
Another poet has said:

از
ِ ﻓَ ِﻌﻠ ْ ُﻢ اﻟْ ِﻔ ْﻘ ِﻪ ا َ ْو ٰﱃ ِﺑﺎِ ْﻋـ ِﺘ َﺰ

اِذَا َﻣﺎ ا ْﻋـ َﺘ َّﺰ ذُ ْو ِ;ﻠ ْ ٍﻢ ِﺑ ِﻌﻠ ْ ٍﻢ

‘When the knowledgeable people gain reverence through knowledge, then the
science of Fiqĥ is the best and most worthy of being a means of reverence.’

ی
ٍ ْ َوﻛ َْﻢ َﻃـ
ِ ﲑ َو َﻻ ﻛ ََﺒ
ْ ﺎز
ُ ْ ﲑ َﻳ ِﻄـ

ﻚ
ٍ ﺐ ﻳَﻔ ُْﻮ حُ َو َﻻ َﻛ ِﻤـ ْﺴ
ٍ ﻓَﳉ َْﻢ ِﻃـ ْﻴ

‘Many perfumes give fragrance but none is like Musk. Many birds fly
but none is like an eagle.’

Another poet has said:

َٗﻣ ْﻦ َﻳ ْﺪ ُر ُس اﻟْ ِﻌﻠ ْ َﻢ ﻟ َْﻢ َﺗ ْﺪ ُر ْس َﻣﻔَﺎﺧ ُِﺮه

ٗﺖ َداﺧ ُِﺮه
َ ¡ ٍء ا َ ْﻧ
ْ َ ا َﻟْ ِﻔ ْﻘ ُﻪ ا َ ْﻧ َﻔ ُﺲ

‘Understanding is the most valuable of things which you are gathering.
The one who learns knowledge, his glory is not destroyed.’
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َ
ٗﻓَﺄ َّو ُل اﻟْ ِﻌﻠ ْ ِﻢ اِ ْﻗ َﺒﺎ ٌل َوآﺧ ُِﺮه

ﺖ َﺗ ْﺠ َﻬﻠ ُ ٗﻪ
َ ﺐ ﻟِ َﻨ ْﻔ ِﺴ
َ ﻚ َﻣﺎ ا َ ْﺻ َﺒ ْﺤ
ْ ﻓَﺎ ْﻛ ِﺴ

‘Earn for yourself that (knowledge) which you do not know, for indeed
beginning and end of knowledge is good fortune.’

Whatever has been written in regard to the pleasure of knowledge is
enough to incline the person who has wisdom to learn knowledge.

The ways to decrease phlegm
1.

Phlegm and other such things cause laziness in the body of a
human being. The most experimented precaution for this is to eat
less. According to one narration, seventy Prophets are unanimous
in the fact that being very forgetful is due to having too much
phlegm. Phlegm is caused by the drinking of too much water
and drinking water too much is as a result of eating too much.

2.

Another way to decrease phlegm is to eat dry bread.

3.

To eat raisins on an empty stomach is beneficial in order to
decrease phlegm.

4.

Doing Siwāk (using Miswāk) gets rid of phlegm and increases
eloquence and memory. Using Miswāk is a very beautiful
Sunnaĥ and due to this the reward of Ṣalāĥ and recitation of the
Holy Quran increases.

5.

Vomiting gets rid of phlegm and such things.

The person who wants to make it a habit to eat less, he should keep
the benefits of eating less before him. Amongst the benefits of eating
less is good health, being chaste and having the chance to make great
sacrifice (Īšār).

ۡ
َ
َ َ
•ـ َ ِمW ا9ِ ـ7َ  ا0ۡ ـ2ِ ِء%ۡ َ ـWـ ُء اfŸ

َ
ـ ٌر

ُ َ
ـ ٌر ˜ـ

َ
ُ
[ـ َ ٌر ˜ـ

“Shame! Shame! Shame! The misfortune of a person is due to eating.”
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َﺻ
It is narrated that the Noble Prophet اﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ُ #ّ َ said:

ٰ ََ ُ ُ ُ ُ ُۡ ََ ُ َ ََ
ۡ ُ ُ ََۡ
َۡ
ُ ّ َ َ ُ ۡ  َوا9ُ ۡ Ž
–
 اH«ِ je %ٍ I. ˜)˜ـ
ِ َ¥ ا '• ۡ?ل َوا¹ٍ %ۡ 7ُ ِ4¡ 0ِۡ 2
ِ

“Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞdetests three people without any (other) fault: the
person who eats too much, the stingy person and the arrogant.”
A person should take into account the harms of eating too much food
along with considering the benefits of eating less. Amongst the harms
of eating too much food are facing various illnesses and feeling heavy.
It is said:

َ َ ۡ ۡ ُ ۡ ُ ُ َ ۡ َۡ
!•Iِ Wِ| اgŠo !•ِ ¥ا
“Filling of the stomach causes the concentration (of a person) to go.”
It is narrated from the Hakim Jālīnūs that a pomegranate has a lot of
benefits in it, while there are lots of harms in a fish. However, eating a
little amount of fish is better than eating a lot of pomegranates.
Amongst the harms of eating too much, a great harm is the waste of
money. To eat after already having a full stomach is absolutely
harmful. Such a person deserves punishment in the Judgement Day.
Furthermore, the person who eats too much is disliked.
It is worthy of mentioning that in order to decrease the amount of
food we eat, fatty and greasy food should be used. Tasty and good
food should be eaten first. Food should not be eaten with a person
who is hungry. It should be remembered that when too much food is
consumed with a correct purpose, then there is no harm in eating too
much. For example, a person wishes to eat more so that he can gain
strength to offer Ṣalāĥ, to keep fast and to carry out those deeds which
need energy, as they are difficult. In these situations, there is no
harm in eating excessively.
www.dawateislami.net

CHAPTER SIX

Ways of commencing a lesson, its sequence
and amount
Shaykh-ul-Islām Burĥānuddīn  َﻋـﻠَـﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر ْﺣ َـﻤ ُﺔ اﻟـﻠـ ِﻪ اﻟ ۡ ُـﻤﺒ ِۡﲔwould always start a
lesson on Wednesday. He would narrate a Ḥadīš in this regard and
َﺻ
establish proof from it. The Holy Prophet اﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ُ #ّ َ said:

ٓ َۡ
َ
َ َۡ َ
ۡ َ 0ِۡ 2 2َ
Cp  َ ءِ إِ' وJَ َ ۡ? ِم ا' ۡر, hِ ئCِ ُA  ٍءº
“Nothing is commenced on Wednesday but that it
reaches completion.”1
This was the same manner of Imām-e-A’ẓam Abū Ḥanīfaĥ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر ْﲪَ ُﺔاﷲِ ۡاﻻَﮐ َۡﺮم.
Imām A’ẓam-e-Abū Ḥanīfaĥ ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ ۡاﻻَﮐ َۡﺮم
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرhas narrated this Ḥadīš
from his teacher, Shaykh Qawāmuddīn Aḥmad Bin ‘Abdur Rashid
 َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر ْﲪَ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﳌۡ َ ِﺠﻴۡﺪand I have heard from a few reliable people that Shaykh
Abū Yūsuf Ĥamdānī  اﻟﻨّ ُۡﻮ َر ِاﱏKُ  ُﻗ ِ ّﺪ َس ِﺳ ُّﺮwould stop until Wednesday in order
to fulfil a good deed. Wednesday also possesses the speciality that
Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞcreated Nūr (light) on it. This day is a day of misfortune
for the unbelievers, while it is a day of blessings for the believers.
Sayyidunā Imām-e-A’ẓam Abū Ḥanīfaĥ ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ ۡاﻻَﮐ َۡﺮم
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرhas narrated
from Shaykh Qāḍī ‘Umar Bin Imām ‘Abī Bakr Zarnūjī  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر ْﲪَ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟ َۡﻮ ِاﱃthat
the lessons for the beginner students should be so concise that if the
student is to read the lesson twice, he can easily memorise it. Every
day, one word should be increased until eventually even if the lesson
becomes lengthy, the student will be able to memorise the lesson
1

Kashf-ul-Khafā, vol. 2, pp. 163, Ḥadīš 2189
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after reading it twice. The lesson should be gradually increased. If
the lesson is made lengthy from the beginning and in order for the
student to understand, there is a need to repeat oneself ten times
then the student will habitually learn after repetition ten times. This
habit will not go easily. It is said:

َ
ٌ
ٌ َۡ ۡ
¾W ُار ا%َ Qف َوا%ۡ َ Rُ jۡ G ا
“The lesson should be one letter,
while repetition should be a thousand times.”
It is suitable for a student to plan taking up a subject with the topic
which is more understandable to his intellect than any other topic.
Shaykh Imām Sharafuddīn ‘Aqīlī ﲪ ُﺔاﷲِ اﻟ َۡﻮ ِاﱃ
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرused to state that according
to him, the way of the Shuyūkh was correct when they would select
summarised versions of large texts for the beginner students. This is
because this type of text is easily understood and memorised. This
way preserves one from becoming worried and it is traditionally the
way of the majority of people.
It is important for a student to take the lesson from his teacher and
after continuously repeating the lesson; he should preserve this
knowledge by writing it down, as this is extremely beneficial.
A student should not write anything which he has not completely
understood because this type of writing will trouble his temperament
will take away his intelligence and waste his time.
A student should attempt to understand the lesson from his teacher,
otherwise he should try to understand it by concentrating on it
deeply and through repetition. When the lesson will be concise and
www.dawateislami.net
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there will be more concentration, then comprehension of the lesson
will be done properly. It is said:

ۡ
ۡ
ٌ ۡ 5َ Lۡ #َ %ۡ َ ُ ۡ #َ  َو0Sۡ %َ ۡp َ= َ ِع و0ۡ 2ِ ّ 4
ٌ ۡ 5َ Lۡ #َ %ۡ َ wُ Iِۡ
0ِ Sۡ %َ pِ وwِ Iِ 0ۡ 2ِ ّ 4
ِ
ِ
ِ ِ
“To memorise two words is better than listening to two great volumes
and the comprehension of two words is better than the memorisation
of two volumes.”
When a student becomes lazy in understanding a lesson and he does
not even attempt to understand it then after doing this once or twice,
it will become his habit to such an extent that he will not even
understand the easy points of a lesson. A student should, therefore,
refrain from being lazy in understanding a lesson but he should
rather work hard and pray to Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞand beg Him as He accepts
the Du’ā of all those who turn towards Him. Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ, the Creator
of the sea and the land, will never allow the person who has hope in
Him to despair.
Imām Ajal Sayyidunā Qawāmuddīn Ibrāĥīm Bin Ism’aīl Ṣighār
ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟۡـﻐَـ ّﻔَﺎر
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرrecited the following verses which are narrated from
Sayyidunā Qāḍī Khalīl Bin Aḥmad Sajazarī ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟـۡﻘَ ِﻮی
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر:

َوأ َ ِد ْم َد ْر َﺳ ٗﻪ ِﺑ َﻌ ْﻘ ٍﻞ َﺣ ِﻤ ْﻴ ِﺪ

ا ُ ْﺧ ُﺪ ِم اﻟْ ِﻌﻠ ْ َﻢ ِﺧ ْﺪ َﻣ َﺔ اﻟْ ُﻤ ْﺴ َﺘ ِﻔ ْﻴ ِﺪ

“Serve knowledge like the one who benefits from it does and continuously
learn (knowledge) with praiseworthy wisdom.”

َ
َﺎﻳ َﺔ اﻟ َّﺘﺎْ ﻛ ِْﻴ ِﺪ
َ x ُٗﺛ َّﻢ أ ّﻛ ِْﺪه

ٗ ًﺌﺎ اَ;ِ ْﺪهkْ ﺖ َﺷ
َ ﺎﺣ ِﻔ ْﻈ
َ َو اِذَا َﻣ

“When you memorise something, repeat it then strengthen it to the
limits of strength.”
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 اﻟ َّﺘﺎْ ِﺑ ْﻴ ِﺪEََ ; َواِ ٰﱃ َد ْر ِﺳ ٖﻪ

ُﺛ َّﻢ ;َﻠِ ّ ْﻘ ٗﻪ َ”ْ َﺗ ُﻌ ْﻮ َد اِﻟَ ْﻴ ِﻪ

“Then note it down so that you can come back to it and (so that) you can
always find your lesson.”

 ٍء َﺟ ِﺪ ْﻳ ِﺪž
ْ َ ِﻓَﺎ ْﻧ َﺘ ِﺪ ْب َﺑ ْﻌ َﺪ ٗه ﻟ

َ
ﺖ ِﻣ ْﻨ ٗﻪ ﻓ ََﻮا ًﺗﺎ
َ َواِذَا َﻣﺎ أ ِﻣ ْﻨ

“When you become fearless of losing this lesson (in terms of memory),
then hasten towards something new.”

 َﻨﺂ ًء ِﺑ َﺸﲝ ٴْ ِن ٰﻫﺬَ ااﻟْ َﻤ ِﺰ ْﻳ ِﺪNِ ;ْ ِا

ْ َﻣ َﻊ َﺗ
ار َﻣﺎ َﺗﻘ ََّﺪ َم ِﻣ ْﻨ ٗﻪ
ِ ﳉ َﺮ

“There should be the repetition of that which has already been learnt
with preparation for further.”

ُ َﻻ َﺗ
 ِﺑ َﺒ ِﻌ ْﻴ ِﺪ¢ٰ وﱃ اﻟ ُّﻨ
ِ ُ ﳉ ْﻦ ِﻣ ْﻦ ا

ﺎس ِﺑﺎ ﻟْ ُﻌﻠ ُْﻮ ِم ﻟِ َﺘ ْﺤ َﻴﺎ
َ ذَا ﻛ ِِﺮاﻟ َّﻨ

“Have scholarly discourse with the people so that knowledge can be
kept alive and do not be far from the people of intellect.”

ﲑ َﺟﺎﻫ ٍِﻞ َو ﺑَﻠِ ْﻴ ِﺪ
َ ْ َx َﻻ َﺗ ٰﺮی

ﺖ َﺣ ّٰﱴ
َ ﺖ اﻟْ ُﻌﻠ ُْﻮ َم ا ُ ْﻧ ِﺴ ْﻴ
َ اِ ْن َﻛ َﺘ ْﻤ

“If you hide knowledge, then you will be made to forget until you will not
be seen as anyone but an ignorant person who has no intellect.”

َّ اب
اﻟﺸ ِﺪ ْﻳ ِﺪ
َ َو َﺗﻠ َ ّﻬ َْﺒ
ِ َﺖ ِﰱ اﻟْ َﻌﺬ

ﺎرا
َ ُﺛ َّﻢ ا ُﻟْ ِﺠ ْﻤ
ً ﺖ ِﰱ اﻟْ ِﻘ َﻴﺎ َﻣ ٍﺔ َﻧ

“Then you will be bridled on the Judgement Day with fire, thus suffering
from a severe torment.”

It is important for a student that he continue to conduct discourses,
debates and intellectual competitions. He should fulfil these things
with concentration and reflection and he should stay away from
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anger and causing mayhem. This is because debating and discussing
is like an intellectual consultation and consultation is done in order
to gain the truth. The truth can only be established through justice
and concentration, not through anger and disturbances. If during a
debate, it is somebody’s intention that he would like to defeat his
opponent then it is not permissible for such a person to do Munāẓarraĥ
(debate) as Munāẓarraĥ is only permissible in order to make the
truth manifest. It is not permissible for one to say something out of
context nor is it permissible for a debater to trick the opponent.
These actions are however permitted when the opponent does not
have the intention to make the truth manifest but is in fact rebellious.
ِ ﲪ ُﺔ ا
It is stated about Imām Muhammad Bin Yaḥyā ﷲﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
َ ْ  َرthat when
a difficult question would be posed to him and he would not know
the answer, he would say:

ُّ َ ۡ َ َ ٌ َ ۡ ََ َ ٌ َ َ ۡ َ َۡ َ
ٌ ۡ ِ َ ƒۡ ِ • ذِ ۡي
ٍ
ِ  و [?ق%ِm F ِ ِ# F ٗ◌ 'زِم وا28  ا2
“What you have brought forward is necessary and I will look into it.
And above every knowledgeable there is one who knows.”
Debates and competitions are more beneficial in comparison to
only revising, as there is reminiscence and further information when
debating and competing. It is said:

َ
ۡ َ
ٌ ۡ 5َ ٍ َ =َ ُ َ  َ• َر2ُ
%ٍ ۡ Ÿ ِار%َ co 0ۡ 2ِ ّ 4
“Competing for one hour is better than one month of revision.”
This can only occur when a debate is taking place with a just and
naturally stable person. Beware that one should not have an intellectual
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discussion with someone who is unstable (in his nature) and who
enjoys disgracing others. This is because the nature of a human
being accepts influence and characteristics transfer (from one person
to another) and companionship definitely has an effect someday.
Khalīl Bin Aḥmad’s aforementioned couplet possesses many benefits.
Another poet has said:

ﺎس )ُﻠ ُّ ُﻬ ْﻢ َﺧ َﺪ َﻣ ٗﻪ
ُ ا َ ْن ّﻳ َْﺠ َﻌ َﻞ اﻟ َّﻨ

ا َﻟْ ِﻌﻠ ْ ُﻢ ِﻣ ْﻦ َﺷ ْﺮ ِﻃ ٖﻪ ﻟ َِﻤ ْﻦ َﺧ َﺪ َﻣ ٗﻪ

‘Amongst the conditions of knowledge for the one who serves it is that it
makes all the people serve him.’

It is important for a student that he concentrate on the intricacies of
knowledge at all times because these intricacies can only be
apprehended through concentration.’
This is why someone has said:

ۡ ۡ ُ ۡ َٔ َ
رِكCo 92 o

“Deliberate, you will understand.”
Before speaking it is absolutely necessary that one deliberate so that
the conversation is full of purpose. This is because a conversation is
like an arrow. This is why one should ponder before uttering any
words so that the spoken words are proven to be purposeful. The
author of ‘Uṣūl-ul-Fiqĥ’ has stated that the main principle for a
jurist and debater amongst everything is that they concentrate before
speaking. Someone has said:

َ
َ
ُ َ َ ۡ َ ُ ۡ َ ۡ َ ۡ ُ ٔۡ
9ِ 2@ ٔ Q َواr
ِ j@ ÀQ ِ A ¿مW ۡ?ن اc,  ان9ِ f Wَراس ا
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“The main principle of wisdom is that the conversation be strong
and full of concentration.”
A poet has stated:

َّ  ا£ِ ﺖ ﻟِﻠ ْ ُﻤﻮ
ﻟﺸ ِﻔ ْﻴ ِﻖ ُﻣ ِﻄ ْﻴ ًﻌﺎ
ْ َ اِ ْن ُﻛ ْﻨ

ﻚ ِﰱ َﻧ ْﻈ ِﻢ اﻟْ َ َﻼ ِم ِﺑ َﺨ ْﻤ َﺴ ٍﺔ
َ ا ُ ْو ِﺻـ ْﻴ

‘I would like to advise you of five things in the form of poetry if you are
prepared to accept the advice of a kind friend.’

ﲝن َﺟـ ِﻤ ْﻴ ًﻌﺎ
َ َ َواﻟْﳉ َْﻴ َﻒ َواﻟْﳉ َْﻢ َواﻟْ َﻤ

ﺐ اﻟْ َ َﻼ ِم َو َو ْﻗـ َﺘ ٗﻪ
ْ َ َﻻ ُﺗ ْﻐـﻔ
َ  َﺳ َﺒ¤ِ

‘Do not be heedless in regard to the purpose behind the discussion, its
time, how you should be conversing, how long your conversation should
be and also the place of your discussion.’

It is important for a student that he is always benefitting (with the
light of knowledge) from someone at all times. The Noble Prophet
َﺻ
ﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ٰ َاﷲ ﺗَﻌ
ُ #ّ َ has stated:

َ َ َ َ َ َ َ َ َ َ ۡ َ ٔۡ ُ ۡ ُ َ ُ َ ۡ ۡ َ
gŠ5 اgC7! وe ا0ِِ 2?  اWÁِ Dا

“Wisdom is the lost inheritance of a believer. Wherever he finds it, he
should get it.”1
Someone has said:

َ
ۡ ُ
ۡ َ َ
 َرCُ & 2َ  َودعI;َ 2َ Š5
“Hold onto the good and forsake what is impure.”
I heard Shaykh Imām Fakhruddīn Kāshānī اﻟﻨّ ُۡﻮ َر ِاﱏKُ  ُﻗ ِ ّﺪ َس ِﺳ ُّﺮwho used to say
ِ ﲪ ُﺔ ا
that one of the maids of Imām Abū Yūsuf ﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
َ ْ  َرwas with Imām
1

Sunan Tirmiżī, vol. 4, pp. 314, Ḥadīš 2696; Firdaus-ul-Akhbār, vol. 1, pp. 352, Ḥadīš 2592
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َّ ۡ ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟ
Muhammad ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟ ۡ َّـﺼ َﻤﺪ
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرas a trust. Imām Muhammad ﻤﺪ
َ ْ َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر
َ ـﺼ
once asked, “Do you remember anything now from the Fiqĥ
ِ  ”?ر ْﲪَ ُﺔ اThe maid said, “I
(jurisprudence) of Imām Abū Yūsuf ﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
َ
can’t remember anything else but I remember that Imām Abū
ِ ﲪ ُﺔ ا
Yūsuf ﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
َ ْ  َرwould say:

›ٌِ p =َ َِ= ۡ ُ ا‡ ۡور
“Circulating share is invalid.”
Imām Muhammad  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر ْﲪَ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟ ۡ َّـﺼ َﻤﺪmemorised this ruling, as he was
himself confused about it. However, the maid’s words got rid of every
doubt and confusion. From this we learn that it is possible to gain
intellectual benefit from anyone.
ِ ﲪ ُﺔ ا
Imām Abū Yūsuf ﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
َ ْ  َرwas once asked how he gained so much
ِ ﲪ ُﺔ ا
knowledge. He ﷲ ﺗَﻌ َ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
َ ْ  َرreplied:

َ ۡ ُ ۡ َ َ َ َ َ ۡ ۡ َ ُ ۡ َ َۡ ۡ َ
ِ  ِ 'ِ[ َدةA r
ِÃ 2 دة ِ وIِ =ِ' ا0ِ2 rI !Â= ا2
“I did not feel ashamed to learn from others nor was I stingy in
benefitting others.”
ِ
Sayyidunā Ibn-e-‘Abbās اﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻋـﻨ ْ ُﻬ َﻤﺎ
َ  َرwas once asked as to how he
ُ J
ِ
ﺎﱃ َﻋـﻨ ْ ُﻪ
ٰ َاﷲ ﺗَﻌ
َ  َرhad gained so much knowledge. Sayyidunā Ibn-e-‘Abbās
ُ J
ِ
ﻤﺎ
ٰ َ اﷲُ ﺗَﻌJ
َ ﺎﱃ َﻋـﻨ ْ ُﻬ
َ  َرreplied:

ُُ َۡ ُۡ َ
َ
 ۡ? ٍلf/ |
ٍ p? ٍل و£=  ٍنGِ ِ A
“A questioning tongue and a wise heart”
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In the early generations, due to excessive questioning, a student was
known as ‘ ۡ?لfُ َ 2َ ’. This was because it was the habit of the students at

ََ ۡ ۡ ٰ ۡ َُۡ َ
that time that they would often ask, ‘ِ £G َ ه ِ اŠِ g h
ِ ?لf 2’ i.e. what do
you say about this issue?

Imām-e-A’ẓam Abū Ḥanīfaĥ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر ْﲪَ ُﺔ اﷲِ ۡاﻻَﮐ َۡﺮمbecame a great Faqīĥ
(jurist) through asking questions, as he would have a lot of
intellectual discussions and debates in his shop of clothes. From this
we learn that it is possible to learn knowledge and jurisprudence
whilst running a business.
It was a habit of Sayyidunā Abū Ḥafṣ Kabīr ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟ َﻘ ِﺪﻳۡﺮ
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرthat when
he would leave in order to earn a living, he would also revise. If a
student needs to work in order to fulfil his needs, then he should work
and along with that he should continue his intellectual revision and
intellectual discourse. He should never be lazy in this regard. A person
whose body and mind is stable has no excuse which can allow him to
forsake the seeking of knowledge and jurisprudence. No one can be
ِ ﲪ ُﺔ ا
poorer than Imām Abū Yūsuf ﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
َ ْ  َرbut in spite of everything,
poverty and hardship could not stop him from seeking knowledge.
The person who has a lot of wealth, this pure wealth would be
extremely good for him if he spent it in the way of sacred knowledge.
A scholar was asked how he gained so much knowledge. The scholar
replied, “Due to a rich (and generous) father.” The father used to
maintain good relations with the knowledgeable people as a result of
his wealth. So his action became the cause of increasing knowledge.
His father’s action was a display of gratitude upon the blessing of
knowledge and wisdom, and gratitude is a cause of development in
blessings.
Sayyidunā Imām-e-A’ẓam Abū Ḥanīfaĥ ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ ۡاﻻَﮐ َۡﺮم
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرstated, ‘Indeed
I have sought knowledge through Ḥamd and Shukr in a way that
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whenever I have fully understood any informative thing, I always say
ُ ۡ َ ۡ َا
‘ ِ CD
’. Thus my knowledge increases.’ Therefore, a student should
express gratitude through his wealth, including his tongue and
other parts of body. He should always consider knowledge and
comprehension to be granted as a gift by Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ, ask for guidance
from Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ, and establish a routine to make Du’ā to Allah َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ
tearfully. Indeed the one who seeks guidance from Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ, He َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ
grants him guidance. The Aĥl-ul-Ḥaqq i.e. the Aĥl-e-Sunnaĥ WalJama’at sought guidance from Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞWho is the Guide, the
Manifest and the Pure. Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞgranted them guidance and
safeguarded them from misguidance, while the misguided sects
remained afflicted with arrogance in regard to their opinions and
intellects. They wished to find the truth using their intellect; therefore,
they went astray.
The intellect is weak because it cannot grasp everything just as a
person’s sight cannot grasp everything. Thus when these misguided
people attempted to seek the truth using their intellects, it remained
hidden from them. When they were unable to recognise the truth,
they became misguided themselves and misguided others as well.
َﺻ
The Beloved Prophet اﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ُ #ّ َ has said:

◌ٗ

َ َ
Jف َر%َ

◌ٗ

َۡ َ َ
Gَ I. ف%َ 0ۡ 2َ

“The one who recognises himself recognises his Rab.”
(Kashf-ul-Khafā, vol. 2, pp. 234, Ḥadīš 2530)

It means that when a person recognises himself, then he automatically
gains the power and cognition of Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ. A person should never
trust his own self and his intellect, but he should rather trust Allah َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ
and a person should seek the truth from Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ. As Allah َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ
has stated in the Holy Quran:
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ٰ
ۡ
J
+  ﻓﻬﻮ ﺣ ۡﺴﺒﻪGH ﷲF ﻞEو ﻣ ۡﻦ ﻳﺘﻮ
‘The one who trusts Allah, Allah is enough for him.’
[Kanz-ul-Īmān (Translation of Quran)] (Part 23, Sūraĥ Al-Ṭalāq, Verse 3)

Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞguides him to the straight path. If someone is rich, then he
should never be stingy. Instead, he should seek refuge with Allah َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ
َﺻ
from stinginess. The Most Blessed Prophet اﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ُ #ّ َ said:

ۡ ُ ۡ َ ُٔ َ ۡ َ َ @ َ
9ِ Ž¥ ا0ِ2اي دا ٍء اد وا
‘Which illness is worse than stinginess?’
(Al-Mu’jam-ul-Kabīr, vol. 19, pp. 81, Aḥādīš 163-164)

Imām Shams-ul-Āimma Ḥalwānī’s father was extremely poor and
had a difficult life as he would sell sweets and he had a habit of
sending sweets, etc. to jurists and requesting them to pray for his son.
His generosity, devotion and extreme passion resulted in his son
excelling in the levels of knowledge and became a renowned scholar
of his time. Those who have been blessed with wealth should buy
books and give them to the jurists. They should also assist in the
publication of new books. All this will prove to be extremely helpful
in the propagation of knowledge and understanding.
ِ ﲪ ُﺔ ا
It is stated about Sayyidunā Imām Muhammad Bin Ḥasan ﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
َ ْ َر
that he was so rich that three hundred people had been appointed
to deal with his accounts. Imām Muhammad spent all of his money
on the propagation of knowledge until eventually he did not even
have one expensive set of clothes.
ِ  ر ْﲪَ ُﺔ اonce saw Imām Muhammad َﻠَﻴ ِﻪ ر ْﲪَ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟـۡ َّﺼﻤﺪ
Imām Abū Yūsuf ﷲ ﺗَﻌ َ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
َ
َ
َ ۡ
ِ  ر ْﲪَ ُﺔ اsent a very
in old, torn clothes so Imām Abū Yūsuf ﷲ ﺗَﻌ َ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
َ
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beautiful set of clothes to Imām Muhammad ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟـۡ َّﺼ َﻤﺪ
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر. Imām
Muhammad ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟـۡ َّﺼ َﻤﺪ
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرrefused and said, “Some people have been
granted these blessings before us on the earth, while we will receive
the blessings in the hereafter.” Even though accepting a gift is
Sunnaĥ, Imām Muhammad did not accept this gift. One reason for
this can be that there is a chance that he would be disgracing himself
by accepting this which is impermissible as the Most Beloved
َﺻ
Prophet اﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ُ #ّ َ has stated:

◌ٗ

َۡ
ۡ َ َ ۡ ٔۡ ُ ۡ َ ۡ َ
Gَ I. ِلŠ@,  انLِ
!2ِ ? ِ ŒnW

“It is not (permissible) for a believer to disgrace himself.”
(Jāmi’ Tirmiżī, vol. 4, pp. 112, Ḥadīš 2261)

It is narrated that Shaykh Fakhr-ul-Islām Arsābandī ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟـۡ َﻘ ِﻮی
َ ْ َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر
picked the peels of a watermelon from the floor, washed them and
then ate them. A maid was standing nearby and she saw everything.
The maid told her master whatever she had seen. As soon as the master
heard that, he ordered that food be prepared and he invited the Shaykh
to his home, so he could serve him. Shaykh Fakhr-ul-Islām Arsābandī
ﲪ ُﺔاﷲِ اﻟـۡ َﻘ ِﻮی
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرrefused to accept the invitation to maintain his self-respect.
A student should also have integrity; he should protect his selfrespect and he should not have greed for the wealth of others.
َﺻ
The Merciful Prophet اﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ُ #ّ َ has said:

ٌ ِ َ %ٌ fۡ #َ ُ Fِ َ[ Xَ ۡ •W َك َوا,ِ ا
Ä
“Beware of greed, for it is present poverty.”
(Al-Mu’jam-ul-Awsaṭ, vol. 5, pp. 403, Ḥadīš 7753)
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The person who has wealth should, therefore, refrain from stinginess,
but rather he should spend money on himself and on others as the
َﺻ
Holy Prophet اﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ُ #ّ َ has said:

ۡ َۡ ََ ََ ۡ َۡ ۡ ۡ ُ@ُ ُ َ
ِ%fIW [ اÅ %ِ fIW اhِ •  سNا
“People are dependent due to the fear of dependence.”
In the early days, it was the way of the students that they would learn a
certain skill and then they would turn towards the seeking of knowledge.
This was done by them so that desire for other people’s wealth would
not grow in their heart. It is understood through wisdom and
intelligence anyway that the person who desires to become rich through
the wealth of others, he will become poor and destitute instead of
becoming wealthy. An ‘Ālim (scholar) who is greedy will neither gain
respect for knowledge nor can he speak the truth. This is why the Holy
Prophet  اﷲُ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ#َّ  َﺻused to seek refuge from greed as a form of
َﺻ
teaching his Ummaĥ. The Holy Prophet اﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ُ #ّ َ used to
supplicate in the following manner:

ٰ ۡ ُۡ َ َ ۡ
Xٍ jَ Tَ ِ  اÆ
ِ C, Xٍ T 0ِ2 ِ

ُُۡ َ
ِ A ا ?ذ

“I seek refuge with Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞfrom the greed that takes one to defects.”
(Al-Musnad-lil-Imām Aḥmad Bin Ḥanbal, vol. 8, pp. 237, Ḥadīš 22082)

It is essential for a Muslim that he do not have hope in gaining
anything from anyone besides Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞand it is also vital that he
do not fear anyone besides Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ. Does a human being only
have hope in Allah  ? َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞDoes he only fear Allah  ? َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞThe answer
to this will be found when we establish whether this person goes
beyond the limits of Sharī’aĥ or not. This can be analysed when one
ponders over whether the human being disobeys Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞdue to
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the fear of someone besides Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞor not. If he disobeys
Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞdue to the fear of someone apart from Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ, then this
person does not fear Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞalone, but rather he fears someone
besides Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ. If the person does not disobey Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞdue to
the fear of those besides Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞand he stays within the limits of
Sharī’aĥ, then it will be established that this person does not fear
anyone besides Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ, but rather he only fears Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ. One
can use this same ruling in order to establish how much one has
hope in Allah’s mercy and how much one has hope in those besides
Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ.
A student should specify the amount of revision he will do and the
amount of lessons he will learn because sciences cannot be firmly
established in the heart unless one thoroughly revises the lessons.
A student should revise the previous lesson five times a day, the
lesson from the day prior to that four times a day, the lesson from the
day prior to that three times a day, the lesson from the day prior to
that two times a day and the lesson that he learnt six days previously
once a day. This way is the best way to preserve knowledge.
A student should not have the habit of revising in his heart (silently)
but he should actually be active and alert when reading the lesson
and revising it. One should not however read and revise so loudly
that he gets quickly tired and due to this, he forsakes memorisation of
the lesson. As the best of matters are in the middle way, the student
should adopt the middle way between loudness and silence.
(Al-Muṣannaf-li-Ibn ‘Abī Shaybaĥ, vol. 8, pp. 246, Ḥadīš 13)
ِ ﲪ ُﺔ ا
It is narrated that when Imām Abū Yūsuf ﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
َ ْ  َرwould have
scholarly discussions with the great jurists, he would express great
awareness and freshness. His son-in-law was once present in an
intellectual conversation. The son-in-law said that he was shocked
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that his father-in-law had been hungry for five days but in spite of
that he was so fresh and alert.
A student should never take leave or miss any lessons, as this is very
harmful for a student.
Shaykh-ul-Islām Burĥānuddīn  َﻋـﻠَـﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر ْﺣ َـﻤ ُﺔ اﻟـﻠـ ِﻪ اﻟ ۡ ُـﻤﺒ ِۡﲔused to say that he
had excelled beyond his fellow classmates due to the fact that he never
missed any class.
A certain incident about Shaykh-ul-Islām Imām Isbījānī  اﻟﻨّ ُۡﻮ َر ِاﱏKُ ُﻗ ِ ّﺪ َس ِﺳ ُّﺮ
is mentioned that when he was a student and was busy seeking
sacred knowledge, the department of education remained closed for
twelve years due to a revolution that occurred in the country. When
the Shaykh saw that, he took one of his class fellows and they went
to a secret place so that it was made possible to seek knowledge. For
twelve years, the students learnt together until eventually the
companion of the Shaykh excelled and became renowned, as the
‘Shaykh-ul-Islām’ of the Shafi’ī school of thought and the Shaykh
himself was also Shafi’ī.
Shaykh Fakhr-ul-Islām Qāḍī Khān ﲪ ُﺔ اﻟـ َّﺮ ْﲪٰﻦ
َ ْ  َﻋـﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َرhas stated, ‘It is
important for someone who is learning Fiqĥ (jurisprudence) that he
memorise one book of Fiqĥ forever so that it becomes easier for him
to gain further information in this science.’

•••
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CHAPTER SEVEN

Importance of trust
During his studies, it is essential for a student to have trust in Allah َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ
and it is important that he do not fear or have any sort of grief in
regard to livelihood and nor do he occupy his heart in such thought
due to livelihood. Sayyidunā Imām-e-A’ẓam Abū Ḥanīfaĥ َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر ْﲪَ ُﺔاﷲِ ۡاﻻَﮐ َۡﺮم
narrated on the authority of Sayyidunā ‘Abdullaĥ Ḥasan Zubaydī
ِ
َﺻ
ِٖ ِ
ﺎﱃ َﻋـﻨ ْ ُﻪ
ٰ َ اﷲ ﺗَﻌ
ٰ َ اﷲ ﺗَﻌ
َ  َرthat the Noble Prophet ﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ َواٰﻟﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ُ J
ُ #ّ َ has said:

ََ
ِ  ا0ِ ۡ, ِدhِ َ fI
َ
ََۡ َ ُ
ُ G
|
ِ Â„' Çۡ َ 0ِۡ 2 ◌ٗ pٗ◌ َو َر َز

0ۡ 2َ
ََ
َ ٰ َ
g َ ُ  ُه اI&

“The one who gains understanding of the religion of Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ,
Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞsecures his needs and provides him livelihood from that
place where he cannot imagine.”
(Jāmi’ Bayān-ul-‘‘Ilm, pp. 66, Ḥadīš 198)

The person whose heart is always busy in the thought of livelihood,
nourishment and clothes, such a person cannot spare enough time
for the great stations of his character and nor can he have time for
those issues which are of great worth. A poet has said in regard to
such a person whilst criticising him:

َ ۡFَ َ اFِ َ[ Cۡ ُ ®َو ۡا
ۡ ِ Èَ ۡW• ِ ُ اW اr
É

َ ِ َ «ۡ ُ ِ¥ 9ۡ َ %ۡ َo 'َ ر َمÈَ َ ۡ َد ِع ا
ِ

“Leave the stations (of character). Do not travel in order to gain
them. Sit, for you are an eater and wearer (these are your only jobs).”
A person once requested Mansur Ḥallāj to advise him. Mansur
Ḥallāj said to the man, “Remember that your inner self (Nafs) is such
57
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that if you do not keep it busy in good deeds, then it will make you
busy in following its desires.” Therefore, everyone should therefore
keep themselves busy in carrying out good deeds so that their inner
selves cannot engross them in following desires. An intelligent
person should not worry about the world. Worry and grief cannot
get rid of calamity nor can they benefit anyone. To worry and feel
grief is extremely harmful for the heart, brain and body of a person
and it brings a great void in carrying out good deeds. A person should
worry about the hereafter rather than worrying about the world, as
worrying about the hereafter is extremely beneficial. The Most
َﺻ
Beloved Prophet اﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ُ #ّ َ said:

َ ُُ ُۡ@ َ
َ ۡ َ
َ َّ
ِ snۡ ِ َ  @ اg 'ِ  اg%ُ ِIcُ, ' Jً ?ۡ Fب ذ
ِ ?F] ا0ِ2 ا ِن
“Indeed there are certain sins which can only be compensated
through worry of (earns of) living.”
(Al-Mu’jam-ul-Awsaṭ, vol. 1, pp. 42, Ḥadīš 102)

Worry in regard to livelihood mentioned in the Ḥadīš is not to the
extent that good deeds are hindered due to it and even during Ṣalāĥ,
a person cannot keep his heart present due to this worry, but rather
this worry is such that it does not bring disturbance to one’s worship.
When the worry of livelihood is like this, then it is in conformity with
worry in regard to the hereafter.
It is important for a student that he should stay away from worldly
matters as much as he can. This is why the early scholars used to travel
in order to learn sacred knowledge.
When a student travels, he should bear the distresses he faces with a
َّ ٰ ﻧَﺒِـﻴِّـﻨَﺎ َو َﻋـﻠَﻴْـ ِﻪ ا# َﻋـhas stated in regard to
smile as Sayyidunā Mūsā اﻟـﺴ َﻼم
َّ ﻟـﺼﻠٰﻮة ُ َو
travelling for the sake of knowledge:
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ۡ
ٰ
﴾٦٢﴿ ﻧﺎ ﻫﺬ ﻧﺼ ًﺒﺎLMﻟﻘﺪ ﻟﻘ ۡﻴﻨﺎ ﻣ ۡﻦ ﺳ
“We have faced much hardship from this journey.”
[Kanz-ul-Īmān (Translation of Quran)] (Part 15, Sūraĥ Kaĥf, Verse 62)
َّ ٰ ﻧَﺒِـ ِﻴّـﻨَﺎ َو َﻋـﻠَﻴْـ ِﻪ ا# َﻋـhad travelled many times during
Sayyidunā Mūsā اﻟـﺴ َﻼم
َّ ﻟـﺼﻠٰﻮة ُ َو
his physical life but he never mentioned distress in regard to any
apart from the travel he embarked upon for the sake of knowledge, as
he wished to make it known that the path of knowledge is not free
from suffering. Knowledge is a great thing and according to the
majority of scholars, seeking knowledge is more virtuous than Jiĥād.
It is befitting that the action which has more reward will be harder to
carry out. The person who bears the distresses that he faces on the
path of learning the Dīn, he will gain such pleasure from this which
will be greater than all the pleasures of the world.

When Imām Muhammad ﲪ ُﺔاﷲِاﻟـۡ َّﺼ َﻤﺪ
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرwould stay awake all night and
eventually be successful in solving an extremely difficult ruling, then
he would state how the pleasure that he was feeling could never be
felt by the princes of the world.
It is extremely important for a student that he do not concentrate on
anything besides seeking the knowledge of (Islamic) jurisprudence.
Imām Muhammad ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟـۡ َّﺼ َﻤﺪ
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرhas stated that the time of learning
the Dīn is from the cradle to the grave. If some unfortunate person
wishes to turn away from learning the Dīn for even a second, then he
should fear, lest time turns its face away from him. This is because
weak desire can never be fruitful.
ِ ﲪ ُﺔ ا
A Faqīĥ (jurist) came to visit Imām Abū Yūsuf ﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
َ ْ  َرat the time
of Imām Abū Yūsuf’s death. When Imām Abū Yūsuf’s soul was about
to depart from this world, he asked the Faqīĥ in a display of what is
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the importance of knowledge whether throwing stones at the Jimār
(during Hajj) is more virtuous whilst riding an animal or it is more
virtuous on foot. When the Faqīĥ could not answer, Imām Abū Yūsuf
ِ ﲪ ُﺔ ا
ﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
ٰ َﷲ ﺗَﻌ
َ ْ  َرgave the reply himself. Thus it is important for a Faqīĥ
that he remain busy learning the Islamic jurisprudence at all times
and that is how he will be able to gain pleasure from seeking the
knowledge.
Someone asked Imām Muhammad  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر ْﲪَ ُﺔاﷲِاﻟـۡ َّﺼ َﻤﺪin a dream:

ۡ  َ لhr
َ ُۡ ََۡ
 ِع؟ÊWا
ِ !& ¾ &
ِ
“How was your condition at the time of death?”
Imām Muhammad ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟـۡ َّﺼ َﻤﺪ
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرreplied, “I was deliberating on the
matter of servants who are Makātib (who have an agreement with their
owners that they will be free if they pay an agreed amount of money)
and due to this I did not even realise when my soul departed.”
It is said that Imām Muhammad ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟـۡ َّﺼ َﻤﺪ
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرsaid during the last part
of life, “The ruling in regard to the Makātib servants kept me so
occupied that I had no opportunity to prepare for the Day.” This was
the humility of Imām Muhammad  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر ْﲪَ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟـ ۡ َّﺼ َﻤﺪ. (One can comprehend
from the aforementioned narrations how busy he was in seeking the
knowledge.)

•••
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CHAPTER EIGHT

Suitable time to gain knowledge
It is said:

َ
ۡ
@
ُ pۡ َو
Cِ bۡ  ا ِ اCِ ۡ َ  ا0َِ 2 ِ َ Q اr
“The time for learning the Dīn is from the cradle to the grave.”
The best time to acquire knowledge is during the early days of one’s
youth and (in terms of hours) at the time of Saḥrī and between
Maghrib and ‘Ishā. Since this is a discussion in regard to excellence, a
student should always be busy acquiring the knowledge. If he is tired
of one subject, he should learn another. It is stated about Sayyidunā
ِ
Ibn-e-‘Abbas اﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻋﻨ ْ ُﻬ َﻤﺎ
َ  َرthat when he got tired of learning ‘Ilm-ulُ J
Kalām, he would ask for a collection of poetry and read it.
Imām Muhammad ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟـۡ َّﺼ َﻤﺪ
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرwould always remain awake at night.
He would have many types of books with him. When he got tired of
learning one subject, he would begin to learn another.
Imām Muhammad  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر ْﲪَ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟـۡ َّﺼ َﻤﺪwould have water near to him, so
when drowsiness would overcome him, he would splash water over
his eyes. He would say, “Drowsiness is due to heat; therefore, one
should get rid of it with cold water.”

•••
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CHAPTER NINE

Importance and excellence of kindness and
advice
A student should be extremely friendly and instead of being jealous
of others, he should advise them because jealousy can never benefit
anyone but it always causes harm. Shaykh-ul-Islām Burĥānuddīn
ِ
ِ
ـﻤﺒ ِۡﲔ
َ  َﻋـﻠَـﻴۡﻪ َر ْﺣhas stated, “Often the son of an ‘Ālim (scholar) is also
ُ ۡ ـﻤ ُﺔ اﻟـﻠـﻪ اﻟ
an ‘Ālim because a scholar always desires that his students become
scholars and due to the blessings that come due to this love, kindness
and selflessness that he has for others, his son will also become an
‘Ālim one day.’
ِ ﲪ ُﺔ ا
It is narrated that Sadr-ul-Ajal Burĥān-ul-Āimma ﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
َ ْ  َرhad
selected a period of time in the afternoon to teach his two sons,
Ṣadr-e-Shaĥīd Ḥasāmuddīn and Ṣadr-e-Sayyidunā Tājuddīn َر ْﲪَ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟـۡ ُﻤﺒ ِۡﲔ
after finishing his duty of teaching his students. One day his two sons
complained, ‘We felt tired quickly in the afternoon therefore we want
you to teach us before teaching the other students.’ Shaykh Burĥān-ulِ ﲪ ُﺔ ا
Āimma ﷲﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
َ ْ  َرsaid, “It was important to teach the students who are
travellers and come from different parts of the world to learn from
me.” Thus due to the kindness these two sons of the Shaykh showed
to the other students, they intellectually exceeded many of the jurists
of their time.

A student should always stay away from fights and disputes which
waste a lot of time. A wise man has said:

ۡ
ۡ َۡ
ۡ ِ ُ ۡ  ِ ٖ َواF Gَ ۡ ِ ِ A ي8ٰ ^ۡ ُ =َ 0ُ G
ِ Sۡ ِ وGَ ‚َ ِ ۡ Iِ َ =َ  ُءË
ِ bُ ا
62
www.dawateislami.net

63

The Path of Knowledge

“The one who does good will be rewarded for his good deed one day,
while the wrongdoer’s bad deeds are enough for him.”
Rukn-ul-Islām Muhammad Bin ‘Abī Bakr also known as Muftī
ِ ﲪ ُﺔ ا
Khāwaĥir Zādaĥ ﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
َ ْ  َرsaid that Sulṭān-ush-Sharī’aĥ Yūsuf
ِ
Ḥaddānī  اﻟﻨّ ُۡﻮ َر ِاﱏKُ  ُﻗ ِ ّﺪ َس ﺳ ُّﺮhas stated:
◌ٗ

ُ

ۡ
َ ُ
ِ [ ?َ g 2َ ِ ۡ ِ َو# 2َ ِ ۡ Iِ َ =َ

ۡ

َٰ ً َۡ

َۡ َ

ٖ ِ ِ [ ِ ُ= ۡ?ءE F G ِ  ا8ِ Ì'

“You should not punish a human being due to his bad deeds but
what state he is in and what he does is enough for him.”
The great scholars of the early generation have stated that the person
who is filled with the anger which is inciting him to destroy an
enemy, he should read the aforementioned couplet many times.
A poet has said:

َو َﺗـ ْﻘ ُﺘﻠ َ ٗﻪ ﻏ َّﻤًﺎ َو ُﺗ ْﺤ ِﺮﻗَ ٗﻪ َﻫ ّﻤًﺎ

 ;َ ُﺪ َّو َك َرا ِﻏـ ًﻤﺎaٰ ْ ﺖ ا َ ْن َﺗﻠ
ِ َاِذ
َ اﺷ ْﺌ

‘If you wish that you bring your enemy’s nose into soil and you wish
that you can kill him in the fire of calamity....’

ﺎﺳ ُﺪ ٗه َﻏـ ّﻤًﺎ
ِ َﻣ ِﻦ ا ْز َدا َد ِ;ﻠ ْـ ًﻤﺎ َزا َد َﺣ

ﻓَ ُﺮ ْم ﻟِﻠ ْ ُﻌ َﻼ َوا ْز َد ْد ِﻣ َﻦ اﻟْ ِﻌﻠ ْ ِﻢ اِ َّﻧ ٗﻪ

‘…Then you should aim for elevation and increase yourself in
knowledge. The one who developed in knowledge, the one who is
jealous of him shall increase in terms of grief.’

O beloved student! You should always remain busy with your work
and refrain from attempting to defeat your enemies. When you
concentrate on your work and gain an elevated status, then your
enemy will automatically be defeated. You should avoid creating
enmity over inferior issues, otherwise it will disgrace you and will
also waste your precious time. You, as a student, should be patient
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and forbearing especially when facing the ignorant people. Sayyidunā
‘Īsā اﻟـﺴ َـﻼم
َّ  َﻋـﻠَﻴْـ ِﻪhas said:

ًا

ُ
ۡ َ ۡ ُ ََۡ َۡ ً َ َ ۡ
?اbJ%o Í ةCِ  ِ واIِ G  ا0َِ 2 ا ِ ۡ َ ِ ۡ?ا

“Bear the words of the stupid people once so that
you can be rewarded tenfold.”
Another poet has said:

َﺎل
ٍ ﻓَﻠ َْﻢ ا َ َر َﻏـ ْﻴـ َﺮ َﺧ َّﺘ
ٖ ﺎل َوﻗ

ﺎس ﻗ َْﺮﻧًﺎ ﺑَ ْﻌ َﺪ ﻗ َْﺮ ٍن
َ ﺑَﻠ َـ ْﻮ ُت اﻟ َّﻨ

‘I tested the people generation after generation. I did not see anything
but arrogant people and those who hold hatred in their hearts.’

َ
ﺎل
ٖ اﻟﺮ َﺟ
ِّ ﺐ ِﻣ ْﻦ ُّﻣ َﻌﺎ َدا ِة
َ َوأ ْﺻ َﻌ

َو ﻟ َْﻢ ا َ َر ِﰱ اﻟْ ُﺨ ُﻄـ ْﻮ ِب ا َ َﺷ َّﺪ َو ْﻗـ ًﻌﺎ

‘I did not see anything harsher and more difficult than the enmity of
the people.’

َال
ُّ ﻓ ََﻤﺎ َ¡ ٌء ا َ َﻣ ُّﺮ ِﻣ َﻦ
ٖ اﻟﺴ ٴﻮ

ارةَ ْاﻻ َ ْﺷ َﻴﺎ ِء ُﻃ ًّﺮا
ُ َو ذُ ْﻗ
َ ﺖ َﻣ َﺮ

‘I tasted many of the sourest things. There is nothing sourer than asking
(begging).’

O beloved student! Do not have suspicion in regard to the Muslims. It
is suspicion which creates enmity and it is forbidden (Ḥarām). The
َﺻ
Holy Prophet اﷲﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ُ #ّ َ said:
“Think good of the believers.”

َ َ ۡ ٔۡ ُ ۡ ۡ @ ُ
ًۡ5
ا4
Lِ !2ِ ? ِ A !?اm

(Al-Mu’jam-ul-Kabīr, vol. 23, pp. 156, Ḥadīš 239)

Suspicion in regard to a Muslim occurs due to negative thoughts and
bad intentions. Abū Ṭayyib has said:
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@ َ
ُ َۡ َ َ َ
ِ g?َ o 0ِۡ 2  د ٗ◌هeَ 2 قC;َو

◌ٗ

ُُۡ ُ ۡ َ َ ۡ َۡ ُۡ َٓ َ َ
F?!m ءِ = ءت%  ا9 ِ [ ا ِذا= ء

‘When a person’s actions are bad, his thoughts become polluted
until he begins to accept the delusions that are in his mind.’

ُۡ ّ
ّ ۡ َ h "َ jَ ;ۡ َ َوا
ِ ِ l2 ِ s  ا0َ 2ِ 9ٍ ~
ِ

ُ َ َ
َ
ُ
ٖ ِ oاCَ  ۡ? ِلfِA ِ ۡ ِ jّ ِa َو†دي

‘(This person who has negative thoughts for others) holds enmity
with his loved ones upon the comments of his enemies and he even
spends his days in the dark nights of doubt.’
Another poet has said:

 َﺘ ُﻪ َﺣ َﺴ ًﻨﺎ ﻓَ ِﺰ ْد ٗهkْ ََو َﻣ ْﻦ أ َ ْو ﻟ

ٗ ْﻴ ِﺢ َو َﻻ ُﺗ ِﺮ ْدهVِ َﺗﻨَﺢَّ َﻋ ِﻦ اﻟْ َﻘ

‘Stay away from the bad actions and do not return to them and whoever
you plan to do good to, increase yourself in goodness.’

ْ َﺳ ُﺘ
ﳉ َ¦ ِﻣ ْﻦ ;َ ُﺪ ِّو َك ) ُ َّﻞ ﻛ َْﻴ ٍﺪ

ُاِذَا ) َﲝ َدا ﻟْ َﻌ ُﺪ ُّو ﻓ ََﻼ ُﺗ ِﳉ ْﺪه

‘You will be freed from all the deceptions of your enemy. When your
enemy deceives you, do not deceive him.’

Shaykh ‘Abul Fatḥ Bustī  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر ْﲪَ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟ َۡﻮ ِاﱃhas stated:

َ ۡ ۡ ُ
َ
9ٍِ g 7َ 0ِۡ 2 ُ Gۡ َ ¸ ' 9ِ f َ Wذو ا

َ َۡ َ ًۡ ُ ُۡ َُ
o !/ِ  و اm ◌ٗ 2?G¸

“A wise man is not free from (the harm) of an ignorant man. An ignorant
man targets him oppressively and with transgression.”

َ َ ۡ َ َ ۡ ۡ َِۡ
o ;  ت ا ِنVFِ'م ا8

َٰ ۡ
َ ۡ ََۡ
ٖ ِ J%ۡ َ E َ G  اœ
ِ Ž [

َ~ۡ َو

“(A good person) should choose peace upon the fight of his enemy and
he should maintain silence.”

•••
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CHAPTER TEN

How to obtain benefit
A student should always be busy and active so that he can gain
perfection. The best way of learning and benefitting for a student is to
always have a pen and an inkpot with him, so he can immediately
write those points which are beneficial. It is said:

َ
َ َ ََ ۡ َ َ َ َ َ ۡ َ
%p £ً nۡ Ÿ |
& 02 و%[ wIِ 02
“The one who memorised something, it will flee from him and the one
who writes something, it is established.”
It is said, “Knowledge is that which is gained after it is imparted by
the scholars because knowledge is the essence of their life.” Whatever
the scholars hear, they safeguard that which is the best and the most
beautiful and whatever they utter is the best of what they have
safeguarded.’
I heard Shaykh-ul-Islām Sayyidunā Adīb Mukhtār ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟۡـﻐَـ ّﻔَﺎر
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرsaying,
ِ
“Sayyidunā Ḥilāl Bin Yāsir اﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ ﻋَـﻨ ْ ُﻪ
َ  َرstated that he saw the Holy
ُ J
ِ
َﺻ
Prophet اﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ُ #ّ َ teaching the knowledge and wisdom to the
Ṣaḥābaĥ (companions). He requested, “O the Prophet of Allah!
Teach me whatever you taught the companions.” The Holy Prophet
ﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ٰ َ اﷲُ ﺗَﻌ#َّ ﺻ
َ asked, ‘Do you have an inkpot with you.” Sayyidunā
ﻪ
ﻨ
ـ
ﻋ
ﺎﱃ
ﻌ
ﺗ
اﷲ
J
Ḥilāl ُ ْ َ ٰ َ َ ُ َ ِ  َرreplied, “I have no inkpot with me.” The Beloved
َﺻ
Prophet اﷲﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ُ #ّ َ stated, “O Ḥilāl Bin Yāsir, do not separate the
inkpot from yourself because the inkpot and the one who has inkpot,
they both are good until the Judgement Day.’
Sadr Shaĥīd Ḥasāmuddīn  َﻋـﻠَـﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر ْﺣ َـﻤ ُﺔ اﻟـﻠـ ِﻪ اﻟ ۡ ُـﻤﺒ ِۡﲔsaid when advising his son,
Shamsuddīn  َﻋـﻠَـﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر ْﺣ َـﻤ ُﺔ اﻟـﻠـ ِﻪ اﻟ ۡ ُـﻤﺒ ِۡﲔ, “You should learn something from
66
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knowledge and wisdom every day. One day this knowledge will gather
and become a great treasure.’
ِ ﲪ ُﺔ ا
It is stated about Sayyidunā ‘Aṣam Bin Yūsuf ﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
َ ْ  َرthat he once
bought a pen in return for one thousand dinars so that he could write
those things which are beneficial.

O beloved student! Life is extremely short and the ocean of knowledge
is extremely vast. A student should not waste his time at all. He should
consider his nights and free time as a blessing and obtain benefit
from them. Sayyidunā Mu’āż Bin Rāzī  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر ْﲪَ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟ َۡﻮ ِاﱃhas stated:

ۡ ّ َ ُ )َ َ[ 9ٌ Sۡ ?Tَ 9ُ ۡ َ ا
ِ
َ
ٓ
َ
َ
َ
َ ُ
ۡ ِ ‚ُ  َ ُرN ِ َ َ! ِ‚ َ َواA
‚ِ ˜ ِ A  ۡر ٗ◌هCِ ّ co )[  ٌءÎ
◌ ٗهš
ِ f

“The night is long so don’t shorten it with your sleep.
The day is enlightened so don’t make it impure with your sins.”
A student should value the companionship of the elders and he
should benefit from them as much as he can. This is because that
which he forsakes can never be gained by him again. This was
explained by our beloved teacher, Shaykh-ul-Islām Burĥānuddīn
ِ
ِ
ـﻤﺒ ِۡﲔ
َ ( َﻋـﻠَـﻴۡﻪ َر ْﺣauthor of Al-Ĥidāyaĥ) as he humbly hinted towards
ُ ۡ ـﻤ ُﺔ اﻟـﻠـﻪ اﻟ
this lesson when he said, “I found the time of many elders but sadly I
could not obtain benefit from them.”
Upon the loss of gaining benefit, I wrote:

¦ٰ ْ َﺎت َو َﻳ ْﻔ ٰﲎ َو ُﻳﻠ
َ َﻣﺎ ) ُ ُّﻞ َﻣﺎ ﻓ

 ﻓ َْﻮ ِت اﻟ َّﺘ َﻼ ِ§ ْ ﻟ َْﻬﻔًﺎEٰ ; ﻟ َْﻬﻔًﺎ

“Sorrow, sorrow! Sorrow upon the loss of companionship (of the
elders)! Whatever perishes can never be regained.”
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Sayyidunā ‘Alī ُ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َو ْﺟﻬَ ُﻪ اﻟ ْ َﮑ ِﺮﻳْﻢ4 ﮐ ََّﺮ َم اhas stated, “When you begin a task,
then become engrossed in it to such an extent that you are always
busy attempting to complete it. Turning away from the knowledge of
the Dīn is enough for disgrace in this world and the next. Therefore
one should seek refuge with Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞfrom this throughout the
night and day.”
A student should be patient upon the calamities and disgraces he has
to face on the path of knowledge. Flattery is indeed a condemned
action but if a student has to do this then it is fine as a student has to
sometimes flatter his teachers and fellows. It is said:

َ ُّ
َ
ِ ۡ ِ#8ِ '  ٍلŠِA 'ِ  َر ُك اCۡ ُ, ' َو

ۡ َۡ
ُ َ
ِ ۡ ِ#  ' ذل8ِÏ ُ ِ Wا

“Knowledge is such a respect that there is no disgrace in it and every
respect is only gained after disgrace.”
A poet has stated:

َ
 أ َ ْن ﺗُ ِﻌ َّﺰ َﻫﺎ¢
َ أ ٰری ﻟ
ْ ِ َﻚ َﻧ ْﻔ ًﺴﲝ َﺗ ْﺸ َﺘ

ﺖ َﺗ َﻨﺎ ُل اﻟْ ِﻌ َّﺰ َﺣ ّٰﱴ ُﺗ ِﺬ ﻟَّ َﻬﺎ
َ ﻓَﻠ َْﺴ

“I see that you have an inner self (Nafs) which you wish to grant respect
but you will not gain respect until you disgrace it.”

•••

www.dawateislami.net

CHAPTER ELEVEN

Piety when acquiring knowledge
Some pious people have narrated a Ḥadīš in this regard from the
Noble Prophet  اﷲُ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ#َّ  َﺻwho said:

ٓ َۡ َ َ َ
2ِ  َ ٍء اŸ ˜ـ)˜ ِ اCِ َ
ۡ
 َ• ِنG@  ِ ا2َ Cِۡ Ãِ ◌ٗ

ٰ ََ ُ ُ َ َۡ
@ َ
َ
ۡ
 ـ)ه اd َ ِ ِ اhِ  َ َ?رعeَ ۡ 0ۡ 2َ
ِA
َ ِ َ Ðۡ Sَ  ا َ ۡوRۡ ِ =َ %  اh ◌ٗ َ ِ p?ۡ Sُ  ِ ا َ ۡوA jَ Ÿَ h ◌ٗ َ ۡ ِ ُ, ا َ ۡن
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
َ

“The one who did not become pious during his studies, Allah َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ
will test him with one of three things. Either He makes him die in
his youth or Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞsends him into village after village (helpless)
or Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞafflicts him with the slavery of the rulers.”
The more pious a student is, the more beneficial his knowledge will
be and the easier it will become for him to seek knowledge and the
fruits (results) of such knowledge become obvious. The greatest piety
for a student is that he should refrain from eating, sleeping and
talking excessively. If it is possible, a student should abstain from
junk food and that food which is sold in the markets. This is because
food from the market brings a person closer to deception and filth,
while it also distances a person from the remembrance of Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ.
This is because the poor and destitute people look at the food which
is sold in the markets and because they cannot buy that food due to
their destitution, they are disheartened, thus blessings are removed
from that food.
It is narrated that Imām Jalīl Sayyidunā Muhammad Bin Faḍl
ِ ﲪ ُﺔ ا
ﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
ٰ َﷲ ﺗَﻌ
َ ْ  َرdid not even eat food from the markets during his studies.
His father used to stay in a village and prepare food for his son to
69
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bring it on every Friday. One day when his father came with the
prepared food, he saw the bread, bought from the market, in the
ِ ر ْﲪَ ُﺔ ا. As soon as his
room of Sayyidunā Muhammad Bin Faḍl ﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
َ
father saw this, he was extremely furious and did not talk to his son.
ِ ﲪ ُﺔ ا
Sayyidunā Muhammad Bin Faḍl ﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴْﻪ
َ ْ  َرexplained, “I did not buy
this bread from the market but my friend had brought it to me
without my permission.” His father started rebuking him, “If you
had had (the characteristics of) humility and piety in you, your friend
would not have had the audacity to do this.” This is an example of
how great the piety of the great leaders of Islam is. This is why these
blessed souls have always been busy in the propagation of knowledge
and it is due to these sacrifices that their names will remain
prominent until the Judgement Day.
A pious jurist once advised a student, “It is necessary for you to stay
away from backbiting and to refrain from talkative students. The
jurist explained how the one who makes useless talk will waste the
life and the time of this student.
It is also from the pious actions that people avoid the companionship
of those who bicker, sin and waste their time in useless things and
instead seek companionship with the pious, as companionship has
an effect which will become apparent one day. A student should
always sit facing the Qiblaĥ and act upon the Sunnaĥ of the Prophet
َﺻ
ﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ٰ َاﷲﺗَﻌ
ُ #ّ َ strictly. A student should consider the prayers of others
to be blessings and he should always save himself from the curse of
an oppressed person.
It is narrated that two students went overseas in order to seek
knowledge. They both studied together for two years. When they
both returned to their hometown after two years, one had become a
Faqīĥ (jurist), while the other was void of knowledge and excellence.
The scholars and jurists of the hometown researched into the
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situation and manner in which the two students behaved, including
how they sat and how they revised, etc. The scholars found that the
one who had returned as a jurist had the habit of facing the Qiblaĥ
when revising, while the one who was void of knowledge used to sit
lazily, with his back towards the Qiblaĥ. The jurists and scholars
came to the conclusion that the student had become a jurist through
the blessings of facing the Qiblaĥ. To face the Qiblaĥ whilst being
seated is Sunnaĥ. There is also a chance that this was a result of the
prayers made by the pious, as there is no town which does not have
pious people in it. It is entirely possible that one of these pious people
prayed for this student. It is, therefore, important that a student do
not be lazy in regard to etiquette and Sunnaĥ because the one who is
lazy in maintaining etiquette, he is also lazy in Sunnaĥ and the one
who is lazy in acting upon the Sunnaĥ, he will soon be deprived of the
obligations. The unfortunate person who is deprived of the obligations
will be deprived on the Judgement Day. A student should punctually
perform Nafl (supererogatory) Ṣalāĥ and he should always take into
consideration the fear and devotion that should be with a person when
he is performing Ṣalāĥ because these things will prove to be helpful in
his seeking of knowledge.
Shaykh Jalīl Ḥajjāj Najamuddīn ‘Umar Bin Muhammad Nasfī
ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟـۡ َﻘ ِﻮی
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرhas stated in his poetry:

اﻟﺼ َﻼ ِة ُﻣ َﻮا ِﻇ ًﺒﺎ َو ُﻣ َﺤﺎ ِﻓ ًﻈﺎ
َّ Eََ ; َو

 َﺣﺎ ِﻓ ًﻆYا
ِ ُﻛ ْﻦ ﻟ ِْﻼ َ َواﻣ ِِﺮ َواﻟ َّﻨ َﻮ

‘Be punctual in (carrying out) the commanded and (in avoiding) the
forbidden and be punctual in Ṣalāĥ.’

َّ ِﺑ
ﺎﺣﺎ ِﻓ ًﻈﺎ
ِ  َﺒkّ ِ ﺎﻟﻄـ
َ ﺎت َﺗ ِﺼ ْﺮ ﻓَ ِﻘـ ْﻴ ًﻬ

َّ اﻃﻠ ُْﺐ ;ُﻠ ُْﻮ َم
اﺟـ َﻬ ْﺪ َوا ْﺳ َﺘ ِﻌ ْﻦ
ْ َو
ْ اﻟﺸ ْﺮ ِع َو

‘Seek the sciences of Sharī’aĥ and work hard and take assistance from
good actions. You will become a great jurist.’
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َﺎ‚ َﺧ ْﻴـ ٌﺮ َﺣﺎ ِﻓ ًﻈﺎ
ُ ّٰ ِﰱ ْ ﻓ َْﻀﻠِ ٖﻪ ﻓ

َ و
ﻚ َرا ِﻏ ًﺒﺎ
َ ﻚ ِﺣ ْﻔـ َﻆ ِﺣ ْﻔـ ِﻈ
َ اﺳﲝ ٴ ْل اِﻟ ٰ َﻬ
ْ َ

‘Ask your Allah for the preservation of your memory through His great
favour, as Allah is the best of protectors.’

The following stanza is also written by Shaykh Sayyidunā Najamuddīn
ِ
ِ
ـﻤﺒ ِۡﲔ
َ  َﻋـﻠَـﻴۡﻪ َر ْﺣ:
ُ ۡ ـﻤ ُﺔ اﻟـﻠـﻪ اﻟ

ْ ا َ ِﻃـ ْﻴـ ُﻌ ْﻮا َو ِﺟ ُّﺪ ْوا َو َﻻ َﺗ
ﳉ َﺴﻠ ُْﻮا

َو ا َ ْﻧـ ُﺘـ ْﻢ اِ ٰﱃ َر ِّﺑﳉ ُْﻢ َﺗ ْﺮ ِﺟ ُﻌ ْﻮ َن

“Obey, work hard and do not be lazy, as you are to return to your Rab.

ﻗَ ِﻠ ْﻴ ًﻼ َّﻣ ِﻦ اﻟﻠ َّ ْﻴ ِﻞ َﻣﺎ ﻳَ ْﻬـ َﺠـ ُﻌ ْﻮ َن

اﻟﻮ ٰری
َ ﺎر
ُ َو َﻻ َﺗ ْﻬـ َﺠـ ُﻌ ْﻮا ﻓَ ِﺨـ َﻴ

“Do not sleep at night, for the best of creation are they who sleep little at
night.”

A student should always have books with him so that he can revise as
soon as he is free. A wise man has said:

ُ َﻣ ْﻦ ﻟ َْﻢ َﻳ
ﱰ ِﰱ ﻛ َِّﻤ ٖﻪ
ٌ َ ﳉ ْﻦ ﻟَ ٗﻪ َد ْﻓ

ﺖ اﻟْ ِﺤ ْﻜ َﻤ ُﺔ ِﰱ ﻗَﻠ ْ ِﺒ ٖﻪ
ِ ﻟ َْﻢ َﺗ ْ¨ ُﺒ

“The one who does not have a book under his sleeve, wisdom cannot be
established in his heart.”

It is beneficial for him to keep a notebook with him as well so that
he can write down whatever beneficial thing he hears. He should
also keep an inkpot with him so that there is no difficulty in writing
down the main points he hears as was mentioned in the Ḥadīš of
ِ
Ḥilāl Bin Yāsir  اﷲُ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻋـﻨ ْ ُﻪJ
َ  َرpreviously.

•••
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CHAPTER TWELVE

That which improves memory and that which
causes forgetfulness
To work hard, to value the time, to eat less than appetite, to offer
Ṣalāĥ-tut-Tahajjud and recitation of the Holy Quran are at the
forefront of the means to improve one’s memory. It is said that
there is nothing else which can improve memory more than looking
at the Holy Quran and reading it. It is more virtuous to recite the
Quran by looking at it.
ِ  َﻋـﻠَﻴ ِﻪر ْﲪَ ُﺔsaw one of his companions
Sayyidunā Shaddād Bin Ḥakīm اﻟ ۡ َﮑ ِﺮﻳۡﻢ4ا
َ ْ
in a dream and asked him, “Which thing have you found the most
beneficial?” The companion replied, “To look at the Holy Quran and
read it.”

A student should recite the following when he picks up a book:

ۡ َ ُ َ
َُ•
–
وا ا
ُّ َ َ َ ۡ
•
ِ دC ِ ِ

ُ  ِ ِ َو َ' ا ٰ َِ< إ' اCُ ۡ Dا
َ ۡ  َن ا ِ َوbَ jۡ =ُ  ا ِ َوÑ
ِ
َ W ۡا8Sۡ 8 َ W ۡ ۡاl َ W ۡا:
َ W ِ ۡاA 'ِ ? َة اpُ 'َ َو َ' َ ۡ? َل َو
ّ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ ِ
ِِ
ٰ ۡ َ ُ َۡ َُ َ ُ
ۡ َ
0َ Sۡ %ِ ِg ا‡ا%َ g َو د0َ eۡ Cِ ِ A 'اCَ َA| ا
cS ٍف & ِ| و%ۡ َ

After every Ṣalāĥ the following Waẓīfaĥ (incantation) should be
recited:

َۡ
ُ %ۡ Iَ Òَ  َ َ<◌ َوSۡ َ 'َ  ◌هCَ ۡ  َوRّ D
َِۡا
َ ۡ ِاC َ 'ا
 ِ َ = َِ?ا ٗ◌هA ت
C
ا
?
ِ
ِ
ٗ
ٗ
ِ
ِ
73
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A student should send Ṣalāt upon the Holy Prophet  اﷲُ ﺗَﻌ َ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠ َّﻢ#َّ َﺻ
َﺻ
in abundance, as the Noble Prophet اﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ُ #ّ َ is the mercy for
the universe. A poet (Imām Shafi’ī  َ ِﺎﰱCۡ ) َﻋـﻠَـﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َر ْﺣ َـﻤ ُﺔ اﻟـﻠـ ِﻪ اﻟـhas stated:

ﻓَﺄ َ ْر َﺷ َﺪ ِﱏ اِ ٰﱃ َﺗ ْﺮ ِك اﻟْ َﻤـ َﻌﺎ ِﺻـ ْﻰ

ﺣﻔ
ْ•ِ ْ ِ َﺷ َﻜـ ْﻮ ُت ا ِ ٰﱃ َوﻛ ِْﻴ ٍﻊ ُﺳ ْﻮ َء

“I complained to Sayyidunā Wakī’ ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟۡﺒ َ ۡﺪﻳۡﻊ
َ ْ ( َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرmy teacher) of bad
memory. He guided me to forsake sins.”

£ﺎ
ِ ّٰ َوﻓ َْﻀ ُﻞ
ِ ا‚ َﻻ ُﻳ ْﻌ ٰ– ﻟ َِﻌ

ﻓَﺎِ َّن اﻟْ ِﺤ ْﻔ َﻆ ﻓ َْﻀ ٌﻞ ِّﻣ ْﻦ اِﻟ ٰ ٍﻪ

“For memory is a blessing from Allah and the blessings of Allah are not
given to a sinner.”

In the same way, using Miswāk, honey, gum with sugar and eating
twenty one raisins also strengthens memory, granting a human being
cure for many illnesses. Eating those things (already mentioned
earlier in the book) which get rid of phlegm also help to improve the
memory.
Amongst the things which decrease memory are to commit sins
excessively, to be worried about worldly matters, to be busy in
unnecessary things, to possess love for the world and those things
(already mentioned earlier in the book) which produce phlegm.
We have already mentioned that it is not suitable for a student to
worry about worldly matters, as worry in this regard is a total loss
and there is no benefit in this anxiety. This sort of worry causes the
heart to be darkened, while worrying about the hereafter enlightens
the heart. The effect of this becomes apparent in Ṣalāĥ because the
worry about the world hinders him from goodness, while worry in
regard to the hereafter encourages him towards goodness. It should
www.dawateislami.net
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be remembered that performing Ṣalāĥ with humility and presence
of heart, and keeping busy in seeking knowledge, get rid of grief
and worries.
Sayyidunā Naṣr Bin Ḥasan Marghīnānī  اﻟﻨّ ُۡﻮ َر ِاﱏKُ  ُﻗ ِ ّﺪ َس ِﺳ ُّﺮhas stated in his
Qaṣīdaĥ:

ُ ََ ۡ ُ ۡ ّ ُ ۡ
نÓ
Žـ, ِ ِ 9ِ  &ـhِ

َ ۡ َF Ôَ /ِۡ ا
َ ۡ 0Jۡ š
0Gَ Dا
ِ

“Prepare O Nasr Ibn Ḥasan to learn every science which can be
treasured.”

َ
َۡ َ
0ُ َ 6ُ, '  ٗ◌ه%ُ َو ¡ ۡـ

َ َۡ
ۡ ۡ
َ َذ
ن8َ Dا
Õِ !eَ ِي
]اك ا

“This is that which nullifies woes and other things apart from
(learning knowledge) cannot be trusted.”
Shaykh Imām Ajal Najamuddīn ‘Umar Bin Muhammad Nasfī
ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟ ۡ َﻘ ِﻮی
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرonce said to his maid who had offspring from him:

َ ِ [%ۡ Tَ ِ bَ ۡ َ  َ َوeۡ C5َ ِ َ ۡ َ َو

َۡ َ ۡ َ َٰ ٌ َ َ
َ ِ [ %ۡ lَ A Z
ۡ
02 E =)م
ِ ِ

“Salutations to the one who has fascinated me with the freshness
of her cheeks and the respectability of her gaze.”

َۡ ۡ ََ
َ ِI;ۡ  ُ& ۡ! ِ َوh  ُمgَ ا' ۡو
ت
ِ 4B
ِ

ٌ َ ۡ َ ٌ ََ ۡ َۡ ۡ ََ ۡ َۡ َ
b ِ ‚  ة# Zِ Âj; واZِ Ð=

“I have been captured in love by a beautiful young woman. The minds
are amazed when they look at the reality of her characteristics.”
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ۡ َ ُ ۡ ُ
َ Iِ sۡ &َ  ُ ُ ۡ? ِم َوW ۡا9ۡ V
ِ ِ b ِ A rI«ِ Ÿ

ُ ۡ fُ #َ
ۡ Fِ َ[ Z
ۡ Sۡ رŠُ ۡ  َواZ
ۡ Sۡ  َذرr
Z
ِ
ِ ِ
ِ ِ

“I told her to leave me and excuse me, for I am busy seeking knowledge
and making it manifest.”

َۡ َٓ
َ ً
َ ِ [%ۡ َ ت َو
ِ َ ِ. «W ©ِ! ءِ ا0ۡ / Zِ©

َ
ٰ@ َ ۡ َۡ َ ۡ ۡ
َ
€Qا
 و9ِ HIW ِ ِ واWب ا
ِ )ِT hِ ´ِ و

“I have independence from the songs of beautiful women and their
smell due to being engrossed in seeking knowledge, virtue and piety.”

Causes of forgetting knowledge
Amongst those things which cause knowledge to be lost are eating
fresh coriander, eating sour apples, looking at the one being hanged,
reading gravestones, walking in between a row of camels, leaving
lice alive on the ground and putting patches on a pillow.

•••
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN

That which brings livelihood and that which
reduces it; that which increases it and that
which decreases it
Those things which bring about difficulty in livelihood
Food is also important for a student. Knowing those things which
increase livelihood and bring about blessing in life and health is also
important for a student that he continue to fulfil his aims. The
scholars have written monumental books in this regard. I am only
narrating a few things here.
َﺻ
The Holy Prophet اﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ُ #ّ َ said:

َ
@ W ا ِ' ۡا% ۡ ُ W ۡاh Cُ Sۡ 8َ,'َ ا‡ َ† ٓ ُء َو
@ 'ِ  َر اCۡ fَ W @د ۡا%ُ َ, 'َ
ُ 9َ 7ُ % – [َ ِن ا
 ۡزق%ِ ّ  ُم ا%َ bۡ ~
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ُ jُ ۡ Vُ, |ۡF] A
ِ ِ
ِ

“Al-Qadr (destiny) can only be changed through Du’ā, and life
can only be increased through good deeds. Indeed, man is deprived
of sustenance due to the sin that he commits.”
(Al-Mustadrak lil Ḥākim, vol. 2, pp. 162, Ḥadīš 1857)

It is proven from the aforementioned Ḥadīš that committing sins
deprives one of livelihood especially sins such as lying, as lying causes
poverty and dependency. There is a Ḥadīš narrated in this regard.
Sleeping in the morning is also a means of being deprived of
livelihood and sleeping excessively creates poverty and dependency.
Furthermore, sleeping excessively causes ignorance.
77
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A poet has said:

ﺎس
ِ َو َﺟ ْﻤ ُﻊ اﻟْ ِﻌﻠ ْ ِﻢ ِﰱ َﺗ ْﺮ ِك اﻟ ُّﻨ َﻌ

ﺎس
ِ  ِﺲ اﻟ ِﻠ َّﺒVُْ ﺎس ِﰱ ﻟ
ِ ُﺳ ُﺮ ْو ُراﻟ َّﻨ

“The pleasure of the people is in the wearing of clothes and gathering
knowledge is in the forsaking of sleep.”

ی
ْ ﺐ ِﻣ ْﻦ ُﻋ ْﻤ ِﺮ
ُ َﺗ ُﻤ ُّﺮ ِﺑ َﻼ َﻧ ْﻔ ٍﻊ َّو ُﺗ ْﺤ َﺴ

َ
ان ا َ َّن ﻟ ََﻴﺎ ﻟِ ًﻴﺎ
ِ  َﺲ ِﻣ َﻦ اﻟْ ُﺨ ْﺴ َﺮkْ َأ ﻟ

“Is it not loss that nights pass without any benefit even though they are
being classed as being part of life?”

Another poet has said:

ﺎم اﻟﻠ َّ ْﻴ َﻞ َواﻟْ ُﻌ ْﻤ ُﺮ َﻳ ْﻨﻔ ُُﺪ
ُ اِ ٰﱃ ﻛ َْﻢ َﺗ َﻨ

ﻚ َﺗ ْﺮ ُﺷ ُﺪ
َ َّ ﻗ ُِﻢ اﻟﻠ َّ ْﻴ َﻞ َﻳﺎ ٰﻫﺬَ ا ﻟ ََﻌﻠ

“O student! Wake up at night so that you can be guided. How much you
sleep at night even though life is about to finish.”

The following actions cause livelihood to decrease
1.

To sleep unclothed

2.

To urinate shamelessly

3.

To eat by resting on one side

4.

To be lazy in picking up the particles of bread, etc. lying on the
dining-mat

5.

To burn the peels of onion and garlic

6.

To sweep the dust with a handkerchief in the home

7.

To sweep at night

8.

To leave rubbish in the home

9.

To walk in front of the Shuyūkh (scholars)
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10. To call parents by their names
11. To pick the teeth with anything lying on the ground
12. To wash hands with mud or soil
13. To sit at the entrance
14. To stand leaning against the door
15. To perform Wuḍū in the bathroom
16. To sew clothes while they are worn
17. To dry the face with the clothes worn
18. Leaving a spider’s web in the home
19. To be lazy in (offering) Ṣalāĥ
20. To leave in haste after (offering) Ṣalāt-ul-Fajr
21. To go to the market early in the morning
22. To return late from the market
23. To buy the bread asked by a beggar
24. To curse one’s own children
25. To not clean the cooking utensils
26. To extinguish the oil lamp by blowing on it
The abovementioned points cause poverty and dependency. These
points have been taken from different Aḥadiš. In the same way,
other causes of poverty and dependency include:
27. To write with a broken pen which has been tied with something
28. To use a broken comb
www.dawateislami.net
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29. To stop making Du’ā for parents
30. To tie the ‘Imāmaĥ while sitting
31. To wear trousers while standing
32. To be stingy
33. To be lazy
34. To evade the virtuous deeds

Those actions which increase livelihood
ُ َۡ ۡ
َ َ
َۡ
said: ِ pCV ِ A زق%ِ ّ  ?ا اÊ
ِ Â=ِ  اi.e.
seek the descent of livelihood through Sadaqaĥ.”
The Merciful Prophet

َﺻ
ﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ٰ َاﷲ ﺗَﻌ
ُ #ّ َ

Waking up early in the morning is a means of increasing blessings
especially livelihood is increased from this. In the same way, writing
in good handwriting is a key to livelihood. Also livelihood increases
by smiling and talking politely.
ِ
It is stated in regard to Sayyidunā Ḥasan Ibn ‘Alī  اﷲُ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻋﻨ ْ ُﻬ َﻤﺎJ
َ  َرthat he
said, “Keeping the house and the cooking utensils clean results in
wealth. Offering Ṣalāĥ with devotion and taking into consideration
the performance of all Wājib and Sunnaĥ actions is a strong way of
expanding livelihood.”

Offering Ṣalāt-ud-Ḍuḥā (Chāsht Ṣalāĥ) is very beneficial for livelihood.
To recite Sūraĥ Al-Wāqi’aĥ especially at night as well as the recitation
of Sūraĥ Al-Mulk, Suraĥ Muzzammil, Suraĥ Layl and Suraĥ ‘AlamNashraḥ is a means of increasing livelihood. Other means include:
1.

To go to the Masjid prior to the call of Ażān

2.

To stay in the state of Wuḍū at all times
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3.

To perform Sunnaĥ of Fajr and Witr (of ‘Ishā) at home

4.

To not discuss anything worldly after the Witr

5.

To refrain from sitting with women for no important reason

6.

To abstain from talking uselessly

Someone has said:

َ
ََ ۡ
ُ ُ
ِ ۡ ِ ! ۡ eَ 2َ ◌ٗ o?ۡ Ieَ ِ ۡ ِ ! ۡ eَ ' َ ِ A 9«َ Ÿ ا0ِ 2َ
“The one who busies himself in something that has no connection to
him, he loses that which matters to him.”
Someone has said, “When you see someone who talks excessively
then you should be certain that he is stupid.”
ﮐ
Sayyidunā ‘Alī  ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َو ْﺟﻬَ ُﻪ اﻟ ْ َﮑ ِﺮﻳْﻢ4ا
ُ  ََّﺮ َمhas stated:

ََ ۡ
ََ ُۡ ۡ َ َ
¿ ُمW َ} اf. 9f َ Wا ِذا ا

“When intellect is complete, conversation decreases.”
I said in this regard:

ً ِ  ۡ ـ2ُ ءِ ا ِۡن َ“ َن%ۡ َ ـW ۡاR ۡ bُ ـA 0ۡ fِ ۡـ,Öَ َو
×ا
ِ
ِ

◌ٗ

ۡ ُۡ َ
ََ َ
2ُ Ø 9ـp ِء%ۡ َ  ا9fـ

َ َ
ا ِذا

“When the intellect of a human being is complete, his conversation
becomes less. Be certain of a person’s stupidity if he speaks a lot.”

Another poet has said:

ُ
ﺎرا
َ ﻓَﺎِذَا َﻧـ َﻄـ ْﻘ
ً َﺖ ﻓ ََﻼ َﺗﳉ ْﻦ ِﻣ ْﻜـﺜ

اﻟﺴﻜ ُْﻮ ُت َﺳ َﻼ َﻣـ ٌﺔ
ُّ ا َﻟ ُّﻨـ ْﻄ ُﻖ َز ْﻳ ٌﻦ َو

“Talking is beauty and silence is safety. If you talk then do not exceed
(in it).”
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َ ْ اﻟEََ ; ﺖ
ارا
ُ َو ﻟَـﻘ َْﺪ َﻧ ِﺪ ْﻣ
ً ﳉـ َﻼ ِم ﻣ َِﺮ

ً ُﺳ ُﻜـ ْﻮ ِ— ْ َﻣـ َّﺮةEَٰ ; َﻣﺎ اِ ْن َﻧ ِﺪ َﻣ ْﺖ

“I have never been ashamed at my silence, but I have been ashamed of
talking many times.”

Amongst the Waẓāif that increase livelihood are
1.

To recite the following a hundred times daily at Ṣubḥ-e-Ṣādiq
before Fajr Ṣalāĥ:

َ
ۡ
ۡ َ
َ
َ
َُ
ِ ـ ۡ? ُب ا ِۡ~ـoا َ َوا%ُ Iِ  ٖه ا ۡ= َ«ـCِ ۡ bَ ِ J ن ا ِ َوbَ jۡ =ُ ِ ۡ lِ َ W ن ا ِ اbَ jۡ =ُ
2.

To recite the following a hundred times daily in the morning and
in the evening:

ُ ۡ ـj ُ ۡ  اR@ bَ ـW ٰـ َ ا ِ' ا ُ ا ۡ َ ِ ُ ۡاWِ َ'ٓ ا
L
ِ
3.

To invoke the following 33 times daily after Fajr and Maghrib
Ṣalāĥ:

ٰ َ
ـ َ ا ِ' اWِ ' ا

َ َ ۡ ُ
ـj=
ِ ناb

4.

To do Istighfār 40 times after Fajr Ṣalāĥ

5.

To recite the following abundantly:

َ ۡ ّ  َ ـWِ ۡا
ِ ۡ lِ  ـW ا:
ِِ

َ ـWۡ َ ا
ِ ِ Cُ ۡ b

َ ُ ََ َۡ َ َ
ِ A 'ِ ـ?ة اp '' ـ?ل و

6.

َﺻ
To recite Ṣalāt upon the Holy Prophet اﷲﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ُ #ّ َ in abundance

7.

To recite the following 70 times on Friday:

ۡ َ َ َ َ ۡ َ َ َ َ ۡ ۡ َ ُ َ
َ َ ۡ َ ۡ
 ِ=ـ َ?ا َك0ۡ  ـ/ ِ HـIِA Z
ـ
I
ـ
&
ا ِ‚ وا% 0/ ِ )b ِـA Zِِ !ا ـ ا©ـ
ِ
ِ
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To recite the following every morning and evening:

8.

ا ال ۡ َمل ُِك ۡال ُق ُّد ۡو ُس ،اَنۡ َ
الك ِۡي ُم ،اَنۡ َ
اَنۡ َ
ت ّٰ ُ
ت ّٰ ُ
ت ّٰ ُ
ا ۡ َ
ا ۡال َعز ۡي ُز ۡ َ
الل ِۡي ُم
ِ
ۡ
ۡ
َ
ۡ َ
ا َخال ُِق َ
الش ،انۡ َ
كر ۡي ُم ،اَنۡ َ
ت ّٰ ُ
ت ّٰ ُ
ال ۡي َو َّ ّ
ا َخال ُِق َ
ال َّنةِ َوالَّارِ،
ِ
ِ
ال ِ
َ ُ ۡ َ ۡ َ َّ َ َ َ ُ ّ ّ َ َ ۡ َ َ ۡ َ ّٰ ُ ۡ َ ۡ ُ ۡ
ي ال ُم َت َعا ِل،
الس واخف ،انت ا الكب ِ
عل ِم الغي ِ
ب والشهادة ِ ،عل ِم ِ ِ
َ ۡ َ ّٰ ُ َ ُ ُ ّ َ ۡ َ َ ۡ َ ُ ۡ ُ ُ ُّ َ ۡ َ ۡ َ ّٰ ُ َ ُ
ا ديَّان يَ ۡو ِم
ك ش ٍء والهِ يعود ك ش ٍء ،انت
انت ا خال ِق ِ
ّ ۡ َ ۡ َ َ ۡ َ َ َ َ ُ َ ۡ َ ّٰ ُ َ ٓ ٰ َ َّ َ ۡ َ َ ۡ َ ّٰ ُ ۡ َ
ا اَ Bح ُد
الِي ِن لم تزل و Bتزال ،انت ا  Bا ِل ا ِ Bانت ،انت
َّ َ ُ َ ۡ َ ۡ َ َ ۡ ُ ۡ َ ۡ َ َ ۡ َ ُ ۡ َّ ُ ُ ً َ َ ٌ َ ۡ َ ّٰ ُ َ ٓ ٰ َّ
ا  Bا َِل ا ِB
الصمد لم ي ِل و لم يول ولم يكن ٗ◌
ل كفوا احد ،انت
َّ َ
َ ۡ َ َّ ۡ ٰ ُ َّ ۡ ُ َ ۡ َ ّٰ ُ َ ٓ ٰ َ َّ َ ۡ َ ۡ ُ ۡ ُ
السُ Qم
ت ال ُمل ِك الق ُّد ۡو ُس
انت الرحن الرحِيم ،انت ا  Bا ِل ا ِ Bان
ۡ ُ ۡ ُ ۡ ُ َ ۡ ُ ۡ َ ۡ ُ ۡ َ َّ ُ ۡ ُ َ َ
ۡ ُ
ت َۡ
ب ٓBَ ،ا ٰ َِل ا َِّ Bاَنۡ َ
كُّ
الال ُِق الَارِئ
المؤمِن المهي ِمن الع ِزيز البار المت ِ
َ
َۡ
ُۡ َ ّ ُ َُ ۡ َ
ُ
اۡ Bس َما ٓ ُء ۡ ُ ٰ ُ
لَ ،ماف َّ
ت َواِ B
`ض َوه َو
ال ۡسن ي َس ّب ِ ُح ٗ◌
المصوِر ،ل
الس ٰم ٰو ِ
ِ
ۡال َعز ۡي ُز ۡ َ ۡ ُ
الكِيم.
ِ
Those actions which increase lifetime
The actions which become a means for increasing lifetime are:
To perform good deeds

1.

To avoid hurting others

2.

To obey and respect the elderly

3.

To keep good relations

4.
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ۡ ََ
ۡ ۡ َ ۡ
ََ
َ
َۡ ۡ َ ۡ
 ِش%ۡ َ W اFِ َوز، -%ِ ّ  اÞ jۡ 2َ  ِ ِ َوW اßَ !2ُ ان َو
ِ àِ ء ا9ِ‚ ِ
ۡ َ
َ ۡ
ۡ َ ُ َ ُ
َ ۡ ِ ۡ  َء ا9ِۡ ‚ –
ُۡ•
َ ٰ  ِ ِ َو َ'ٓ اCُ ۡ Dا
َ
ßَ !2ُ ان َو
à
ا
ا
و
ا
'ِ
ا
<ِ
ِو
ِ
ۡ ََ
َ ََ
 ِش%ۡ َ W اFِ َوز-%ِ ّ  اÞ

َ َ ۡ ُ
ن اb
j=
ۡ
َ َو
ِ Cُ ۡ Dا
ۡ ۡ
jۡ 2َ  ِ ِ َوWا

1.

To refrain from cutting evergreen trees without a reason

2.

To perform Wuḍū correctly keeping in view the Sunnaĥ way
(of performing it).

3.

To offer Ṣalāĥ with humility and the presence of heart

4.

To perform Ḥajj and ‘Umraĥ wearing same Iḥrām i.e. to perform
Ḥajj Qirān

5.

To take care of your health

The aforementioned points result in increasing the age.
It is important for a student that he learn something from ‘Ilm-ut-Ṭib
(medicine) and should especially read those Aḥadiš which have been
narrated in regard to medicine. These narrations have been gathered
by Shaykh Imām ‘Abul ‘Abbās Mūstaghfīrī ﲪ ُﺔ اﷲِ اﻟ َۡﻮ ِاﱃ
َ ْ  َﻠَﻴ ۡ ِﻪ َرin his book,
‘Ṭib-un-Nabawī’.

ُۡ ۡ

َ

ۡ َ

◌ٗ j •e 0ۡ 2 ،◌ ٗهCy
ِ
“The one who seeks it will find it.”

َٰ
ََ
ۡ
َ َۡ َُ َ
َ ۡ َوا
ا ِم%َِ W ا9ِ =ُ %@  ا9ِ H[ اCٍ a FِCِّ =َ E ُ  ا:;َ  َ ِم َوQ اE ِ ِ Cُ ۡ D
َۡ ۡ َ َ ٰ َ
َۡ ُ َََ ُۡ @ َّ َ َٰ ََۡۡ
ِٖوا
 ِم,'| ا
ِ p ?رِ وg‡ِ ا% ‚ E  ِ ِ ا' ) ِم,' ِ ٖ اjb;< و
ٰ ََ ٰ ََ ُ
=َ ۡ ِ َوا ِ<ٖ َو
 ا:;َ
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Glossary
Note: This glossary consists of only an introductory explanation to
Islamic terms. For thorough understanding, please consult some
Sunnī scholar.
َ ُ
Du’ā [†]د: Supplication
ۡ َ
Fajr [%^[]: One out of the five Farḍ Ṣalāĥ
َ
Farḍ [ض%ۡ []: It is an obligation without performing which one cannot be
freed from duty and if some act is Farḍ in worship, the worship will not be
accomplished without performing that act. Not performing a Farḍ
deliberately is a grave sin.
َ
Ḥadīš [Ç,Cِ ]: Saying or tradition of the Noble Prophet َﻠَﻴْﻪ َواٰﻟﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ

َﺻ
ﺎﱃ
ٰ َ اﷲ ﺗَﻌ
ُ #ّ َ

َ
Ḥamd [C-]: A poetic eulogy for glorification of Allah َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ
َ
Ḥarām [ام%َ ]: It is opposite of Farḍ; committing it deliberately even once
is a grave sin.
ۡ
Ĥijrī [ِي%^ِg]: Islamic calendar
َ
Imām [ م2ِ ]ا: A Muslim who leads others in congregational Ṣalāĥ.
َ ۡ ۡ َُۡ
Kanz-ul-Īmān [ نeِ'اÊ&]: Name of the Urdu translation of the Holy Quran
by Imām-e-Aĥl-e-Sunnat, Al-Ḥāj, Al-Ḥāfiẓ, Al-Qārī Imām Aḥmad Razā
Khān  َﻋـﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َر ْﲪَ ُﺔ اﻟـ َّﺮ ْﲪٰﻦ.
ۡ ۡ َ
Makrūĥ [وه%ُ 2]: Disliked
َۡ َۡ ََُۡ َ
Maktaba-tul-Madīnaĥ [ !eِC  اj 2]: The publishing department of
Dawat-e-Islami
ُۡ
Muftī [âِ I2]: An authorized scholar who is expert in Islamic jurisprudence
to answer religious queries.
87
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َۡ
Nafl [9I.]: Supererogatory act/worship
َۡ
Nafs [ŒI.]: Centre of sensual desires in human body, psyche
َ
Rab []رب: A sacred name of Allah َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ
َۡ
Qiblaĥ [ jِ p]: The direction which Muslims face during Ṣalāĥ etc.
َ
Shar’ī [ãِ ۡ ]: According to Sharī’aĥ
َۡ َ
Sharī’at/Sharī’aĥ [ Sِ ]: Commandments of Allah  َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞand His Noble
َﺻ
Prophet اﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ُ #ّ َ
ََ َ َ
[Mِ N اE ];)ة: Supplication for asking blessings
Ṣalāt/Ṣalāt-‘Alan-Nabī
َﺻ
for the Holy Prophet اﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ُ #ّ َ
ۡ َ
Shaĥīd [C ِ Ÿ]: A martyr who sacrifices his life in service of Islam.
ُ
Sunnaĥ [ !=]: The traditions of the Noble Prophet َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ

ﺎﱃ
ٰ َ  اﷲُ ﺗَﻌ#َّ ﺻ
َ

َ ۡ ُ
Sūraĥ []=?رة: Chapter of the Holy Quran
ۡ َۡ
Tafsīr [4 ِGI ]: Exegesis of the Holy Qurān
َۡ
Taqwā [ ٰ?يf ]: An attribute of a Muslim indicating great fear from Allah َﻋ ّﺰ ََو َﺟ َّﻞ
َۡ َ
Ṭarīqat [rfS%ِ T]: Methodology of Islamic Mysticism
َ
Wājib [|7
ِ ]وا: It is an obligation without performing which one will not be
freed from obligation and if a Wājib act is missed in worship, that worship
will be considered defective; however the worship will be considered
performed. Not performing a Wājib once deliberately is a minor sin and
leaving it a few times is a grave sin.
ُ ُ
Wuḍū [?-]و: Ritual ablution which is a pre-requisite for Ṣalāĥ, Ṭawāf and
for touching the Holy Quran etc.
ُ
َﺻ
Ummaĥ [ 2]ا: Believers of the Noble Prophet اﷲ ﺗَﻌَ ٰﺎﱃ َﻠَﻴ ْ ِﻪ َواٰﻟ ِ ٖﻪ َو َﺳﻠَّﻢ
ُ #ّ َ as a whole
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Transliteration Chart
ء
ا
ب
پ
ت
ٹ
ث
ج
چ
ح
خ
د
ڈ
ذ
ر

A/a
A/a
B/b
P/p
T/t
Ṫ/ṫ
Š/š
J/j
Ch
Ḥ/ḥ
Kh/kh
D/d
Ḋ/ḋ
Ż/ż
R/r

ڑ
ز
ژ
س
ش
ص
ض
ط
ظ
ع
غ
ف
ق
ك
گ

Ř/ř
Z/z
X/x
S/s
Sh/sh
Ṣ/ṣ
Ḍ/ḍ
Ṭ/ṭ
Ẓ/ẓ
‘
Gh/gh
F/f
Q/q
K/k
G/g
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ل
م
ن
و

L/l
M/m
N/n
V/v,
W/w

ۃ/  ہ/ھ
ى
ے
◌َ
◌ُ
◌ِ
و ﻣ ّﺪہ
ى ﻣ ّﺪہ

Ĥ/ĥ

ا ﻣ ّﺪہ

Ā/ā

Y/y
Y/y
A/a
U/u
I/i
Ū/ū
Ī/ī
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