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Du’a for Reading the Book

Read the following Du’a (supplication) before you study a
religious book or an Islamic lesson, you will remember whatever
you study, desizalirCae):

S e ezl 40
I DS U aes e

j'ané /al ion

Ya Allah Js53<! Open the doors of knowledge and wisdom for us, and have

mercy on us! O the One who is the most Honourable and Glorious!

(Al-Mustatraf, vol. 1, pp. 40)

Note: Recite Salat-‘Alan-Nabi £ once before and after the Du’a.

iii
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Translator’s Notes

Dear Islamic brothers! Dawat-e-Islami’s Majlis-e-Tarajim, a department
responsible for reproducing the books and booklets of Amir-e-Ahl-e-
Sunnat founder of Dawat-e-Islami ‘Allimah Maulana Abu Bilal Muhammad
Ilyas Attar Qadiri Razavi <))l 245555245 into various languages of the world,
is pleased to present the book ‘Riya Kari' in English under the title of
‘Showing Off> Although any translation is inevitably a form of interpretation,
we have tried our level best to convey the thought of the author in its true
sense. To facilitate the pronunciation of Arabic letters, a transliteration
chart has been added. Terms of Islamic Jurisprudence have not been
translated as a caution because in most cases, an English word cannot be a
full substitute for an Islamic term. However, a glossary has been given at
the end of the book, elaborating Islamic terms.

This translation has been accomplished by the grace of Almighty Allah Jssi,
by the favour of His Noble Prophet -l s iz Jesali i= and the spiritual
support of our great Shaykh, the founder of Dawat-e-Islami, ‘Allimah
Maulana Abu Bilal Muhammad Ilyas Attar Qadiri Razavi =i s53555 2k,
If there is any shortcoming in this work, it may be a human error on the
part of the Translation Majlis, not that of the author of the original book.
Therefore, if you find any mistake in it, kindly notify us of it in writing
at the following postal or email address with the intention of earning
reward (Sawab).

Majlis-e-Tarajim (Translation Department)

Aalami Madani Markaz, Faizan-e-Madinah Mahallah Saudagran,
Purani Sabzi Mandi, Bab-ul-Madinah, Karachi, Pakistan

UAN: @ +92-21-111-25-26-92 — Ext. 1262

Email: [=] translation@dawateislami.net
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13 Intentions for Reading this Book

The Holy Prophet -Loalsaiz Jssali e has stated: alie i3 75 ij\ o
‘The intention of a Muslim is better than his deed.

(Al-Mu’jam-ul-Kabir, vol. 6, pp. 185, Hadis 5942)

Two Madani pearls

1-4.

Without a good intention, no reward is granted for a righteous
deed.

The more righteous intentions one makes, the greater reward
he will attain.

Every time I read this book, I will start by reciting Hamd',
Salat?, Ta'awwiiz® and Tasmiyyah* (by reading the Arabic lines
given at the top of this page you will be acting on all these
four intentions).

To the best of my ability, I will read it whilst in the state of
Wuda and

facing the Qiblah.
I will behold the Quranic verses,

and the blessed Ahadi$

www.dawateislami.net



10.

11.

12.

13.
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(Whilst reading the book) Whenever I read the name of Allah,
I will say “Jasie”,

and whenever I read the blessed name of the Beloved and Blessed
Prophet I will read “r.f\;)f i e Jus 2o i;@”-

I will try to learn Islamic rulings.

If I am unable to comprehend any ruling, I will consult (Islamic)
scholars for its clarification.

If I find any Shar’i mistake in it, I will inform the publisher in
writing. (Verbal information is usually ineffective.)

~

Sayyiduna Imam Shafi’l & <l 4227 <= has said: Four things
improve eyesight: (1) Sitting facing the Qiblah (2) Applying kohl
before going to sleep (3) Seeing greenery (4) Keeping clothes

Sitting facing Qiblah improves eyesight

neat and clean.
(Ihya-ul-‘Ulam, vol. 2, pp. 27)

J

vi
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Shaykh-e-Tarigat Amir-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, founder of Dawat-e-Islami,
‘Allimah Maulana Abu Bilal Muhammad Ilyas Attar Qadiri Razavi
Ziyae <21 25506 55405,

* o0

C A, awat-e-Islami, a global and non-political movement for the
cb preaching of Quran and Sunnah, is determined to revive
Sunnah and spread righteousness as well as the knowledge of
SharT’ah throughout the world. In order to carry out these great and
significant tasks in an excellent way, several Majalis (departments)
have been formed including the Majlis ‘Al-Madina-tul-‘Timiyyah’
which consists of the ‘Ulama and Mulftis of Dawat-e-Islami. This Majlis
has ambitiously taken on the responsibility of serving religion in the
areas of knowledge, research and publication. It has the following
six departments:

Department of books of A’la Hadrat.
Department of teaching books.
Department of reforming books.
Department of translation.

Department of scrutiny of books.

A A T i e

Department of referencing and documentation.

vii
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The topmost priority of Al-Madina-tul-‘Tlmiyyah is to present the
precious books of A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, reviver of
Sunnah, eradicator of Bid’ah, scholar of SharT’ah, ‘Allamah Maulana
Al-Haj, Al-Qari, Ash-Shiah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan o#34#; <z in
an easily understandable way according to the needs of the present
age. All the Islamic brothers and sisters should whole-heartedly
cooperate in the development of the Madani work of knowledge,
research and publication, and study every book published by the
Majlis as well as persuade others to do the same.

May all the Majalis of Dawat-e-Islami including Al-Madina-tul-
‘Iimiyyah progress by leaps and bounds! May Allah Js=i= bestow success
upon us in the worldly life as well as in the afterlife by enabling us
to perform each and every good deed with sincerity! May we all be
blessed with martyrdom under the green dome, burial in Jannat-ul-
Baqt’ and an abode in Jannat-ul-Firdaus.

5 Vot Nzl 5. > <3 z - - !
A5 dh e B Al L WY\ w!\ B\% u’l—f\

Muhammad Ilyas Attar Qadiri
Ramadan-ul-Mubarak, 1425 AH

viii
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Necessity of rectifying one’s heart

Dear Islamic brothers! The Beloved Prophet -lusalisae Jsail 1= has stated,
‘Beware, there is a piece of flesh in the body, if it is good then the whole
body is good, and if it is bad then the whole body is bad. Listen! It is the
heart. (Sahih Bukhart, Kitab-ul-Iman, vol. 1, pp. 33, Hadis 52)

The renowned Quranic commentator, Hakim-ul-Ummat Mufti Ahmad
Yar Khan ots)ialiéassads has explained this Hadis saying: Le. the heart
is a king and the body is its subject, just as a whole country is good if
its king is good, the whole human body is sound if the heart is sound.
The heart makes intentions and the body tries to act upon them, which is
why the honourable mystics applied immense emphasis on the rectification
of the heart. (Mirat-ul-Mandjth vol. 4, pp. 231)

Hujjat-ul-Islam Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazali Jis)&=z451c wrote:
It is compulsory for you to guard your heart, rectify it and struggle to
keep it sound because the matter of the heart is more dangerous
than all other limbs, and its influence is greater than that of the rest.
(He «k s &#7 also wrote): There is a special relationship between a
human’s physical actions and his inner characteristics. If your inner self
is corrupt then your outer actions will also be corrupt. If your inner
self is free from vices such as jealousy, showing off, arrogance etc. then
your outer actions will also be admirable. If a man considers his good
deeds to be accredited to the grace and mercy of his Creator Jss3= then
that is fine, but if he believes that they are due to his personal excellence
then this self-conceit will ruin those deeds. For this reason, your outer
physical deeds cannot be rectified you have acquired knowledge of the
relationship between your inner characteristics and your, outer actions,
and the effect of the former on the latter, and the method of protecting your
outer actions through your inner attributes. (Minhaj-ul-‘Abidin, pp. 13, 67)
ix
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One of the inner sins is ‘showing off’, which is the topic of this book.
‘Showing Off has been compiled with the help of Ihya-ul-Ulam,
Hadigah Nadiyyah, Az-Zawajir, Fatawa Razawiyyah, Bahar-e-Shari’at,
Faizan-e-Sunnat and other books. In this book, an attempt has been
made to present the reader with the information about showing off in an
easy manner with appropriate sections and references so that even less
qualified readers can benefit from it. However, as knowledge is a very
difficult thing, it is not possible to remove all intellectual difficulties,
therefore one should consult Islamic scholars -:23:8:455 in case of not
understanding anything.

In order to, save yourself from showing off, it is highly effective to
listen to ‘Hide Good Deeds’, ‘Sincerity’, ‘Key of Acceptance’, which are
recorded speeches by Shaykh-e-Tarigat, Amir-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, ‘Allamah
Maulana Muhammad Ilyas Attar Qadiri «2<)i 225555245 and ‘How do We
become Sincere?” by Amir-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat’s son Maulana Aba Usayd
Ahmad ‘Ubayd Raza Al-‘Attari Al-Madani ¢&)alkézs, and ‘Showing off
and it’s Cure’ which is a VCD speech by Nigran-e-Shara (Dawat-e-
Islami) Haji Muhammad ‘Tmran ‘Attari J&iaisis,

Do not just read this very important book yourself but encourage other
Muslims to read it as well and in return you will earn the reward for
spreading the invitation towards righteousness. We pray to Allah Js=3=
that He Jss3= make us regularly practice the Madani In’amat and travel
in Madani Qafilahs in order to ‘strive to reform ourselves and the people
of the whole world’.

< PR ST > <3 Z - .
NP PR R 1 A uﬁ.f}“ CS:J\ g\% uﬁ.f\

Department of Reforming Books
(Al-Madina-tul-Tlmiyyah)

www.dawateislami.net
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SHOWING OFF

Closeness of Beloved Mustafa %t

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Bin Mas’iid &= J@siic# has narrated the following
statement of the Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and
mind, the most Generous and Kind -lesasae et Je:

Sl de it a5 g o8 3

i.e. On the Day of Judgement the closest person to me would be the
one who recited the most Salat upon me.

(Jami’-ut-Tirmizt, Abwab-ul-Witr, vol. 2, pp. 27, Hadis 484)

L2 kdesan o odiknls

*e0

End of people who showed off

Sayyiduna Abi Hurayrah = iwsic# has narrated that the Prophet
of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah Loz Js e I= has stated:
On the Day of Judgement the first person who will be taken to

1
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account will be a martyr'. When he will be brought, Allah Almighty
will remind him of His favours, which the martyr will acknowledge.
After this Allah Js=3< will say, ‘What deed did you do in return for
these favours?” He will reply, ‘I performed Jihad for You until I was
martyred.” Allah Jss3= will say, “You are a liar, you performed Jihad
so that people would call you a brave man, and so they did®.’ Then
he will be sentenced to Hell and he will be dragged to Hell on his
face and thrown in.’

Then a person will be brought who acquired and imparted knowledge
and learnt the Holy Quran. Allah Js:3 will also remind him of His
favours and he too will acknowledge them. Then Allah Jss3< will ask
him, ‘What did you do in return for these favours?” He will respond,
‘T acquired knowledge and taught it to others and learnt about the
Holy Quran for You.” Allah Js=3= will say, ‘You are a liar. You acquired
knowledge to become known as a scholar and you learnt the Holy
Quran so that you would be called a Qari, and so you were.™

! Meaning the first show off to be judged will be a martyr, therefore there is no
contradiction between this Hadi$ and the Hadi§ which mentions that the first judgement
will be regarding Salah, or a brutally murdered victim. The first worship to be taken to
account is Salah, the first of human rights to be questioned about is murder, and the
first show off to be judged is a martyr. (Mirar-ul-Manajih, vol.1, pp. 191)

2 Meaning in exchange for your battle and martyrdom you gained publicity, which is
the reason why you performed Jihad, not to serve Islam. (Mirat-ul-Manajih, vol.1, pp. 191)

* Meaning with immense humiliation like a dead dog pulled by his legs he will be thrown
off the edge of Hell. The depth of Hell is millions of times greater than the distance
between the earth and sky. May Allah Jss3= protect us! (Mirat-ul-Manajih, vol. 1, pp. 191)

* All your efforts were not to serve Islam, in fact you used knowledge to acquire fame and
fortune, which you gained, now what do you want from Us? Based on this Hadi$ some
scholars refrained from writing their names on their authored books, those who did write
their names did not do so for the sake of fame in fact they did so to gain supplications
from their readers. (Mirat-ul-Manajih, vol.1, pp. 191)

2
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Thereafter he too will be sentenced to Hell and hence he will also be
dragged on his face and then thrown in to the Hell.

Then a wealthy man shall be brought who was granted a lot of money
by Allah Jss32. Allah Js=3¢ will remind him of His favours and he too
will acknowledge them. Then Allah Jss3= will ask him, ‘What did
you do in return for these favours?” His response will be, ‘I spent
my money in Your path wherever it was needed.” Allah Jss3= will
reply, “You are a liar. You spent money so that you would be called
a generous person, and so you were.” Then he will also be sentenced
to Hell, and he too shall be dragged on his face to Hell and then

thrown in. JM;_;\) ol (May Allah Jss3= protect us!)

(Sahth Muslim, Kitab-ul-Amarah, pp. 1055, Hadis 1950)

Regarding this Hadi$, Hakim-ul-Ummat Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan
oli=lialiézso: has mentioned: It has been learnt that just as a sincere
deed leads to Paradise, a good deed done to show off leads to Hell
and humiliation. Here a martyr, a scholar and generous man, all of
whom showed off, have been mentioned, because they performed
the best of deeds (apparently). Now if these deeds were ruined due
to showing off then what about all other deeds! The same applies to
any Hajj, Zakah or Salah performed to show off.

(Mirat-ul-Mandjth, vol. 7, pp. 193)

Beg for sincerity

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see! The inner disease of showing
off left these unfortunate people with nothing! Just ponder! A pious
deed like Jihad, a blessing like martyrdom, a pure activity like
acquiring and spreading knowledge, a virtuous deed like giving
Sadaqah and charity, were all ruined because the intention of the one

3
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doing these actions was to attain the fame of this world instead of
seeking the pleasure Allah Jss3<. A man who left his family weeping
and sacrificed his life in a battle, failed to reach the blessings of
Paradise because his heart contained the desire to be called brave. A
wealthy man remained deprived in spite of spending his beloved
wealth because he wished to be famous as a generous person. A scholar
and Qari who spent his days and nights to acquire knowledge and
the ability to recite the Holy Quran ended up with nothing because
he wanted to achieve fame. How sad! Their struggles went to waste
and their evil fame-driven intentions made them burn in Hell despite
their heavenly deeds.

Dear Islamic brothers! Tremble with fear of the absolute self-reliance
of Allah Jss3 and humbly beg Him for sincerity.

Mayra her ‘amal bas Tayray wasitay ho
Ker ikhlas aysa ‘ata Ya llaht

May my every deed be solely for You
Grant me such sincerity O my Lord

O sincerity! Where are you?

Dear Islamic brothers! To start off with, our Nafs and Satan do not let
us do good deeds in the first place, and secondly if we do succeed in
struggling to do good deeds then our Nafs and Satan try their best
to prevent our worship from being accepted. They do this by either
making us commit such a mistake in our worship that invalidates it,
or the desire for name and fame settles in our heart after we perform
worship. Regardless of whether or not anyone talks about our good

4
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deeds we ourselves (without any valid Shar’i reason) cannot stop
‘blowing our own trumpets’ by mentioning our good deeds and hence
we end up falling into the trap of show off set for us by Nafs and
Satan. For example someone might say, ‘Every year I fast in Rajab,
Sha’ban and Ramadan!’ (even though the fasts of Ramadan are Fard
anyway, but because this show off observes Nafl fasts for two months,
he mentions three months a year in which he observe fast just to

s 7

increase the weight of his showing off. <, 3 $ Y50 Y5)

Another person might say, ‘T have been fasting on the 13%, 14", and
15" of every month for many years!” Some people mention the
number of Hajj and ‘Umrah they have performed. Somebody says,
T recite Salat-’Alan-Nabi so many times every day! I have been
reciting Dalail-ul-Khayrat for so long! I recite so much Holy Quran,
I donate so much money to such and such Madrasah every month!”
In short, Nawafil, Tahajjud, Nafl fasts and other acts of worships are
excessively publicised unnecessarily. How sad! O sincerity where are
YOLI? (Taken from the words (JfAml'r-e-Aﬁl-e-Summr)

Nafs-e-badkar nay dil pay yeh giyamat tawit

‘Amal-e-nayk kiya bhi to chupanay na diya

My evil self-inflicted this destruction upon me
Even when I did a good deed it did not let me hide it

(Saman-e-Bakhshish)
)V ) P z N > - 2 _

True success
Dear Islamic brothers! Certainly it is a great privilege to have the

ability to perform good deeds, but true success is the acceptance of

5
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our good deeds in the blessed court of Allah Jss3. What if we exhaust
ourselves in struggling to worship, for example, going to the Masjid
to offer Salah with Jama’at (congregational Salah) in severe cold or
intense heat, sacrificing our sleep to offer Nawafil at night, enduring
hunger and thirst whilst fasting, donating lots of money in Sadaqah,
enduring hardship ourselves and sacrificing for others but due to
showing off all of these deeds are going to waste without us even
realising it? Therefore in order to save our deeds from being ruined
we must learn the following things: What is showing off? How can
we recognize it? In what ways might we fall into the habit of showing
off? Can we call anyone a show off or not? How many kinds of
showing off are there and what are their Shar’i rulings? How can
the disease of showing off be cured? Etc.

Gaining knowledge about showing off is Fard

Dear Islamic brothers! Gaining knowledge of showing off and its
cure is amongst the knowledge which is Fard. Hence, A’la Hadrat,
Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, reviver of Sunnah, eradicator of Bid’ah, scholar
of Shari’ah, Maulana Shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan o##\4#-4 has
written in Fatawd Razawiyyah volume 23, page 624: Gaining
knowledge of internal prohibited things (Muharramat-e-Batiniyah),
such as arrogance, showing off, conceit, jealousy etc. and their cures
is one of the most important Faraid for every Muslim.

What is showing off?

‘To worship with an intention or purpose other than to please
Allah Jss3= is showing off.” For example, to worship with the intention

6
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of impressing people so that they praise you, respect you and give
you money. (Bahar-e-SharTat, part 16, pp. 233, Az-Zawdjir, vol. 1, pp. 69)

Levels of showing off

Hakim-ul-Ummat Maulana Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan Na’imi
e:8alidaso00e has written: There are many levels of showing off, and
for each level there is a different ruling. Some cases of showing off
are minor polytheism (Shirk-e-Asghar), some are Haram (forbidden),
some are Makrith (disliked), some are Sawab (reward). However,
whenever showing off is mentioned in general it usually refers to
the prohibited type. (Mirar-ul-Manajih, vol. 7, pp. 127)

Save yourselves from showing off

Dear Islamic brothers! Our Glorious Creator Jssi= has Himself
commanded us to save ourselves from showing off. Hence, in part
16, Siirah Al-Kahf, Allah Jss% has stated:

Sdaaslb a5 s W32 35 08 o3

ot cX P wel L 5 25 < g .
= ot 4.3)§>L,34?Jju§‘$3gb\),~;

So whoever hopes to meet his Lord, he must perform good deeds and

not assign anyone as a partner in the worship of his Lord.

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 16, Sirah Al-Kal%f,' verse 110)

7
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Whilst commenting on this sacred verse the Mufassirin (commentators

of the Quran) have written: i.e. One should not show off as this is a

form of polytheism. (7afsir-e-Na'imi, vol. 16, pp. 103)

5 Sayings of Mustafa ol regarding showing off

being minor polytheism

1.

Sayyiduna Mahmiud Bin Lubayd z:=Jw:ic2- reported this saying
of the Beloved Prophet -Lualsat el l=: The thing I fear most
for you is minor polytheism. People asked, “‘What is minor
polytheism? He Jsalsatiwil l= replied, ‘Showing off.”

(Al-Musnad lil Imam Ahmad Bin Hanbal, vol. 9, pp. 160, Hadis 23692)

Dear Islamic brothers! This is the first Hadi§ which refers to
showing oft as minor polytheism. A polytheist worships with the
intention of pleasing his false gods and a show-off (Muslim)
worships with the intention of pleasing those who he has
falsely made his purpose i.e. he intends to please other people.
This is why a show off is a polytheist of a low level and this act
of his is polytheism of a low level. Since the belief of a show-off
is not corrupt, but his deeds and intentions are, and an open
polytheist’s beliefs are corrupt (as well as his actions and
intentions), therefore showing off was referred to as minor
polytheism. (Mirat-ul-Mandjth, vol. 7, pp. 144)

Sayyiduna Abu Sa’ld Khudri = e 22 said: We were talking
about Masih Dajjal', when the Ghayb-knowing Rasil, the
Embodiment of Nar -l s <& J& a0 Je came and said, ‘Shall 1

! The appearance of Dajjal is a sign of the Day of Judgement. For detailed information

on this issue please refer to Bahar-e-Shari’at volume 1, part 1, page 120 (published by
Maktaba-tul-Madinah).

8
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not inform you of something that I fear for you more than
Masih Dajjal?” We humbly said, ‘Yes O the Beloved and Blessed
Rasil Lo 4z e J@ bt 12 So he olos s« dw el = replied, ‘Tt is
Shirk-e-Khafi (hidden polytheism), a man stands for Salah and
prolongs it because someone else is watching him performing
Saléh.’ (Sunan Ibn Mdjal;, Abwab AZ-ZLt/Ald, vol. 4, pp. 470, Hadis 4204)

i.e. If he performs Salah alone, he performs in small number
and quickly but when someone is watching him then he offers
Nawafil in a large number and lengthens them.

(Mirat-ul-Mandjth, vol. 7, pp. 143)

Sayyiduna Shaddad Bin Aws i 0352l e2v heard the Noblest
Prophet -lusaat b 1= saying: Whoever fasted to show off has
committed polytheism, whoever offered Salah to show off has
committed polytheism and whoever gave charity to show off has
committed polytheism. (Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 5, pp. 337, Ragm 6844)

Dear Islamic brothers! There are two types of polytheism:
(1) Open polytheism (Shirk-e-Jali) and (2) hidden polytheism
(Shirk-e-Khafi). Open polytheism is committed by polytheists
and idol worshippers publicly and hidden polytheism is showing
off. It can be said that open polytheism is polytheism in creed
and showing off is polytheism in deed. This Hadi$ teaches us
that it is also possible to show off whilst fasting. Some people
whilst fasting rinse their mouths excessively or pour water over
their heads and keep saying, ‘Phew! This fast is very hard! I'm

! Meaning Dajjal will be confronted by only specific people, close to the Day of Judgement,

and also a person can save himself from Dajjal by not going anywhere near him thus

avoiding his trap, but showing off is a calamity that is faced by all the people all the time,

therefore this is a greater calamity than Dajjal. (Mirar-ul-Manajih, vol. 7, pp. 143)

9
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very thirsty!” etc. This is also showing off that one is fasting and
this Hadi$ applies to it too.

(Mirat-ul-Mandjth, vol. 7, pp. 14 — summarized)

Sadr-ush-Sharr’ah, Badr-ut-Tariqah, ‘Allamah, Maulana Mufti
Muhammad Amjad ‘Ali A’zami 20 2 das0 «le stated in part
16 page 240 of Bahar-e-Shari’at published by Maktaba-tul-
Madinah: ‘If a Fard is performed to show off then the Fard will
be fulfilled but the person will gain no reward for it due to the
absence of sincerity.’

As far as fasting is concerned, the statement of some scholars is
that it cannot consist of showing off, most probably means that
fasting is to abstain from certain things, so there is no action in
it that is performed which could be referred to as showing off.
However, it is possible for a fasting person to wander about
publicising his fast or for him to make a facial expression to
show people that he is fasting. In this way showing off can even
be involved in fasting.

The Beloved and Blessed Prophet -ie: <=z Js5al de said on
another occasion: Keep avoiding hidden polytheism, which is
for a person to perfect his Rukd’ and Sujiid in Salah for people
who are watching.’ (Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 3, pp. 144, Hadis 3141)

A man saw Sayyiduna Shaddad Bin Aws = J&aic#z crying and
asked, “‘Why are you crying? He xcJ:bie2 responded, ‘I heard
something from the Beloved Prophet -iss s« disedi b= which
I remembered and it made me cry.” (He 2= Jtsadio2e further said)
I heard the Greatest and Holiest Prophet -l dis:l d= say,
‘I fear hidden polytheism and concealed desires for my Ummah.’
I asked, ‘O the Holy Prophet iusalsate wat I will your Ummah
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commit polytheism after your departure?” He -l asacke diseal lo
replied, ‘Yes, but they will not worship the moon, sun, stones
or idols, rather they will show off in their deeds, and concealed
desire is that a man will fast in the morning but then break his
fast to satisfy a desire.’

(Al-Musnad lil Imam Ahmad Bin Hanbal, vol. 6, pp. 77, Hadis 17120)

Hakim-ul-Ummat Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan ot)alidzssa0: wrote:
(He will fast in the morning but then break it to satisfy a desire)
meaning: He would have started his fast but then if he received
an invitation for a good meal or someone offered him some
juice or drink, he would break his fast for that food or drink, or
he intended that he would fast today but when he saw delicious
things, his intentions changed merely because of his Nafs and
desires. (Mirat-ul-Mandjth, vol. 7, pp. 142)

Madani pearls

1.

If you start a Nafl (voluntary) fast deliberately then it is Wajib
to complete it. If you break it then it is Wajib for you to repeat
this fast (do Qada). (Durr-e-Mukhiar, vol. 3, pp. 411)

Breaking a Nafl fast unnecessarily is impermissible. If you are a
fasting host and your guest will feel upset if you do not
participate in the meal with him, or if a host will be upset if his
fasting guest does not eat then this is a valid reason to break a
Nafl fast, with the condition that he is sure that he can repeat
that fast at a later date, and it is a condition for him to break
this fast before Dahwa Kubra, he cannot break the fast after
this. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, Rad-ul-Mukhtar vol. 3, pp- 413)

11
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The foolishness of a show off

Dear Islamic brothers! Showing off is such a harmful inner disease
that it covers a man’s intellect. How foolish is a person who uses
ostentatious worship to seek respect, money and popularity from
other people, because he preferred these temporary things, which
are to end, over the pleasure of Allah Js=3= and His Beloved Prophet
ezt Jwail d=, and the magnificent blessings and everlasting joys
of Paradise. It is as though this man is selling divine reward in
exchange for punishment and he is struggling to please creation
who cannot even give him any reward for these worships, nor can
they give him the blessings of Paradise or save him from torment of
Hell! In fact if people discover his intentions in this life then they
will begin to hate him.

22 DESTRUCTIONS OF SHOWING OFF

1. A good deed gets wasted

The actions of someone who worships to show off are destroyed.
The Holy Quran states:

9 ~ \ z -
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O People who believe! Do not nullify your charities by boasting of
your favours and causing harm — like one who spends his wealth for
showing to people.

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 3, Sirah Al-Bagarah, verse 264)
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2. Friends of Satan

Show offs who spend wealth in order to impress people have been
declared the friends of Satan. It is stated in part 5 Stirah An-Nisa:

}SLJL‘)‘)GUALU)M S,UU\;L)@J\,A\Q,’EALZ@QJ\,
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And those who spend their wealth to show off to the people, and do
not believe in Allah and nor the Last Day; and whoever has Satan

(the devil) as a companion — what an evil companion he is!

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 5, Siirah An-Nisa, verse 38)

3. The valley of Hell that will be the destination of those

who show off

Unfortunate people who show off with their prayers will reside in
Hell. Allah Js=3= states:
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So devastation is to those offering prayer (Salah). Those (performers
of Salah) who are neglectful of their Saldh. Those who exercise show
off (of their deeds). And do not give (to needy) when they ask for small
articles of use.

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 30, Sirah Al-Ma’in, verse 4-7)
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4. Deeds will go to waste

The deeds of fools who prioritise this world over Hereafter will go
to waste. Allah Js=3= says:
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Whoever desires the life of this world and its luxuries; We shall give
them the full reward for their deeds in it, and not make any reduction
in it. These are the ones for whom there is nothing in the Hereafter
except the fire; and all that they used to do there has gone to waste
and all their deeds are destroyed.

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 12, Sirah Hid, verse 15, 16 )

Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Abbas i J& ali - said: This verse was revealed
regarding people who show off.

(Rith-ul-Bayan, Sirah Hﬁd, Taflr-al-Ayaﬁ 15, vol. 4, pp. 108)

5. The regret of show off

The Revered and Renowned Prophet -Jssalsaie disa 1= stated: On the
Day of Judgement the order will be given for some people to be
taken to Paradise. When they approach it and smell its fragrance
and witness its palaces and Allah’s Js=3< blessings therein which are
prepared for its residents, an announcer will say, “Take them back
because they have no share in Paradise’. They will return with such
regret that any former or later people have never experienced. They

14
www.dawateislami.net



ﬂo wing O//

will say, ‘O Allah Jss3= it would have been easier for us if You had
thrown us into Hell without showing us those blessings.” Allah Jss3<
will reply, “You wretched people! I deliberately did this to you. When
you used to be alone you declared war against Me and when you were
in public you used to enter in My court in a two-faced way; you did
good deeds to show off, but your hearts felt the opposite regarding
Me, you loved people but not Me, you respected people but not Me,
you abandoned [bad] deeds for the sake of people but not for My
sake. Today I will not only deprive you of My reward, I will also
make you taste My punishment.’

(Al-Mu’jam-ul-Awsat, vol. 4, pp. 135, Hadis 5478 — summarized)

6. Deeds rejected

A show off who endures pains to please people will appear empty-
handed in the court of Allah Jss3< on the Day of Judgement. The
Beloved and Blessed Prophet -4t sl de said: Allah Jss32 does
not accept any deed of a person desirous of fame, show off, or one
who stays involved in fun and amusements.

(Hilya-tul-Awliya, vol. 2, pp. 139, Hadis 1732)

The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, the Owner of
Jannah .fss st J@ e 1= said: Allah Jss3= does not accept the deed
which has Riya [i.e. show off] in it even equivalent to a mustard seed.
(Attarghib Wattarhib, Kitab-ul-Ikhlas, vol. 1, pp. 47, Hadis 54)

7. The four names of a show off

A man asked the Beloved Prophet L4l daii d=, ‘What will lead us
to salvation in the afterlife?” He -lsalsaie et I replied, ‘Do not be
disloyal to Allah Js:%2.” He asked again, ‘How can anyone be disloyal
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to Allah Js:3:2” He Jusasat el l= replied, ‘In a way that you carry
out some commandment given by Allah Jss3¢ and His Prophet
(lesaisade dab) I2) but with the intention of pleasing someone other
than Allah Jss3<. Therefore keep avoiding showing off, because this
is associating partners with Allah Jss3<. On the Day of Judgement a
show off will be called by four names, ‘O sinner, O deceiver! O infidel!
O loser! Your deed was ruined and your reward went to waste, today
there is no share for you, O you who attempted to deceive! Now go
and seek your reward from whoever you would act for’.

(Az-Zawajir ‘An-Igtiraf-il-Kabair, vol. 1, pp. 68)

8. Even Hell seeks protection

The Noblest Prophet -lalsak e 1= said, ‘Certainly in Hell there is
a valley from which even Hell seeks protection four hundred times
every day, Allah Jss3< has prepared this valley for those show offs
amongst Ummat-e-Muhammadiyyah (the nation of Prophet
Muhammad) who have memorized the Holy Quran, who donate
for someone other than Allah Jss3s, who perform pilgrimage to
Allah’s Js=3= house, and who go out in His Js=3= path.’
(Al-Mu’jam-ul-Kabir, vol. 12, pp. 136, Hadis 12803)

9. Punishment of embarrassment

Someone who makes his acts of worships apparent today in this world
in exchange for fame will be humiliated on the Day of Judgement.
As the Beloved Prophet -lsaiza el 1= said, ‘Whoever acts for fame,
Allah Jsz3 will humiliate him. Whoever shows off with his deeds
Allah Jss% will torment him.’ (Jami’-ul-Ahadis, vol. 7, pp. 44, Hadis 20740)

Hakim-ul-Ummat Maulana Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan Na’imi
eAaliiassad: commented in regard to this Hadi§ meaning: Whoever
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worships to show people or make them hear his praise then Allah Js=3=
will popularise his deeds amongst people in this world or the next
but not with respect rather with humiliation. People will hear about
his deeds but will hate him. (Mirar-ul-Manajin, vol. 7, pp. 129)

Aj banta hiin mu’azziz jo khulay Hashr mayn ‘ayb

Haye ruswayi ki afat mayn phansii ga Ya Rab

Today I act dignified, what if on Day of Judgement my
faults are revealed
Ah! I will fall into the calamity of disgrace my Lord

10. Paradise is Haram for a show off

The Beloved and Blessed Prophet -lssalisade disznl 1= said: Allah J_ss52
has made Paradise Haram for every show off.
(Jami’-ul-Ahadis, vol. 2, pp. 476, Hadis 6725)

‘Allamah ‘Abdur Raaf Manawi 6labié=s-d= commented on this Hadis
in Fayd-ul-Qadir Sharh-u-Jami’-is-Saghir saying: ‘Meaning: A show
off cannot be blessed with the good fortune of entering Paradise along
with the first lucky persons entering Paradise because he occupied
himself with trying to please someone who did not even possess the
power to benefit or harm him, so he wasted his deed and damaged
his religion. Show offs always remain covered with the dirt (of
showing off) so they will be thrown into a furnace to clean their filth
and impurities. This is why our pious predecessors performed good
deeds but then continuously protected the constant sincerity of
their intentions due to fear of their worships being rejected.

(Fayd-ul-Qadir, vol. 2, pp. 286, Hadis 1725)
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11. Will not even smell the fragrance of Paradise

When sincere Muslims will be heading joyfully for Paradise wretched
show offs will not even smell its fragrance. As the Greatest and Holiest
Prophet -lsalsatlsabile said: The fragrance of Paradise can be smelt
from a distance of five hundred years travel but the one who sought
worldly possessions with religious deeds cannot smell it.

(Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, Kitab-ul-Akhlag, vol. 3, pp. 190, Hadis 7489)

12. A criminal who insults his Creator

The Beloved Prophet -fxsaisk Jis:b = said: Whoever offered Salah
properly in front of people but badly when alone then he certainly
insulted his Creator Jss3z.

(Musnad Abt Ya’la Al-Mausilt, vol. 4, pp. 380, Hadis 5095)

Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazali 4l «lidzss4:= explained this
saying to us in this way: If a man stands whole day in front of the
king, but not with the intention of being close to the king but rather
in order to be able to see a maid of the king, this would be an insult
to the king. So what would be more contemptuous than for a man
to worship Allah Jss3= with the intention of showing off to one of
His feeble bondman who does not possess the power to benefit or
harm him. (Thya-ul-‘Uliam, chapter 2, vol. 3, pp. 369 — summarized)

13. Cursed in the earth and sky

The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, the Owner of
Jannah -ics4lset J@ei I= said: Whoever gained worldly benefit from
deeds of the afterlife without intending or wanting the afterlife is
cursed in the earth and sky.

(Majma’-uz-Zawaid, Kirdb—uz-Zu/%d, vol. 10, pp. 377, Hadis 17948)
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14. Final abode of show offs
The Beloved and Blessed Prophet stz e = said: When any nation
adorns itself with (deeds of) the afterlife and beautify themselves for
worldly gain then Hell is their final abode.

(Jami’-ul-Ahadss, vol. 1, pp. 183, Hadis 1169)

15. Deprivation from the mercy of Allah Jese

It is a saying of the Noblest Prophet -4zl le: One who showed
off with Allah Jss3= for anyone other than the Almighty has indeed
been deprived of the mercy of Allah Jss3=.

(Al-Mu’jam-ul-Kabir, vol. 22, pp. 320, Hadis 805)

16. The one who displeases his Creator J=5c

The Beloved and Blessed Prophet -l s« i@t J= said: If a man
stands in a place of showing off and fame he remains in Allah’s Jss3<
displeasure until he sits.

(Majma’-uz-Zawaid, Kirdb-uz-Zuﬁd, vol. 10, pp. 383, Hadis 17664)

Ger Ti naraz huwa mayrt halakat hogt
I:I&ye mayn n&r—e—jaﬁannam mayn jaliin ga Ya Rab

If you are displeased then I am doomed
Ah! In Hellfire I will burn O Lord

17. The consequence of learning knowledge to attain wealth

The Revered and Renowned Prophet -La:Jisaie dssali I said: The
knowledge that is acquired for the pleasure of Allah Js:3¢; he, who
acquires it for gaining worldly wealth, will not even be able to smell
the fragrance of Paradise on the Judgement Day.

(Sunan Abt Dawiid, Kitab-ul-‘Ilm, vol. 3, pp. 451, Hadis 3664)
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18. Facing embarrassment on the Day of Judgement

The Beloved and Blessed Prophet -lsaisaie @atil= said: When humans
bring their deeds, show offs will be told, ‘Go to the people who you
showed off for and seek your reward from them.’

(Al-Mu’jam-ul-Kabir, vol. 4, pp. 253, Hadis 4301)

19. Deeds will be rejected

The Noblest Prophet -luas«t d&ab = stated that Allah Jss5 said: ‘T
have no partner. Whoever associates a partner with Me in any deed,
I will leave him and his association.” On the Day of Judgement there
will be a sealed scripture in Allah’s Jss3 court. Allah Js=3= will say
to His angels, ‘Accept these and leave these.” The angels will reply,
‘O Lord! We swear by Your Glory! We see nothing but goodness in
them.” Allah Js=3= will reply, ‘You are right, but these were not done
for My sake and today I will only accept deeds that were done for
MY pleasure.’ (Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, Kitab-ul-Akhlag, vol. 3, pp. 189, Hadis 7471-7472)

20. Consequence of a show off Qari

Sayyiduna Aba Hurayrah «: J@:tic2 reported this saying of the Holy
Prophet iz 4 e Jis i J=: Seek Allah’s protection from ‘i) &2
[Jubb-ul-Huzn]! His companions -4:=Jwalic2 asked, ‘O the Beloved
Rasiil -l 4o Jat) b what is Jubb-ul-Huzn? He -los als ke dabl Jo
replied, ‘A valley in Hell that even Hell seeks protection from, a
hundred times every day. It is for Qaris who show off in their actions.’

(Jami’-ut-Tirmizt, Kitab-uz-Zuhd, vol. 4, pp. 170, Hadis 2390)

Here the word Qari refers to irreligious scholars who appear in front
of people wearing the garment of piety but mislead them and make
them faithless as to take their money in exchange for justifying their
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evil deeds and supporting their oppression. Even two-faced scholars
who blend into any environment are dangerous. Our Allah Jss3= is
one, our Prophet -lsal:atd@: 1= is one, our Quran is one and our
Ka’bah is one, so our religion should be one as well.

(Mirat-ul-Mandjth, vol. 1 pp. 229)

21. Seek your reward from whoever you acted for

One great disadvantage and downfall for a show off is that when
other people will receive rewards for their good deeds and enjoy
Allah’s Jss% bounties, the show off will be humiliated in front of
everyone. He will be told, “You did not intend to please Allah Js=3=
with your deeds rather you wanted public praise, so go to them and
ask them for your reward.” How will they give him anything when
they themselves will be in need of good deeds.

Therefore, Sayyiduna Abai Sa’id 2=z 22 narrated that I heard the
Beloved Prophet -lsalsatiwa d= saying: When Allah Jss3= gathers all
successors and predecessors on the Day of Judgement an announcer
will call out: Anyone who made anyone a partner in any deed (i.e.
showed off) should seek his reward from that person because
Allah Js=3= is free from the association of partners with Him.

(Jami’-ut-Tirmizt, Kitab-ut-Tafsir, Siirah Al-Kaﬁf,' vol. 5, pp. 105, Hadis 3165)

The renowned Quranic commentator Hakim-ul-Ummat Mufti Ahmad
Yar Khan ot aliéa2; 242 explained this Hadis. Meaning: Worship
which is done with the intention of pleasing Allah Js=3, if it is done
with the intention of pleasing a human. ‘Human’ here refers to any
worldly human, and this refers to worshipping in exchange for fame,
therefore anyone who includes the Holy Prophet’s -lo:al:«t d&ah 1=
pleasure in his intention or anyone who reveals his worships to
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other people for the sake of displaying a practical example for them
to imitate, is not included in this condemnation.

(Mirat-ul-Mandjth, vol. 7, pp. 130)

22. A show off has no share in the afterlife
Sayyiduna Ubayy Bin Ka’b «z Jw i o7 reported this saying of the
Beloved Prophet -lsalsak w:11=: Give this nation the glad tidings of
light, elevation, and control on the earth, and whoever worships for
worldly profit will have no share in the afterlife.

(Majma’-uz-Zawaid, Kirdb-uz-Zu/%d, vol. 10, pp. 376, Hadis 17646)
__s ' )// ) 3/ ,7 - 73/

What will become of us?

Dear Islamic brothers! This is a matter of acute anxiety that if we
too are put in the category of show-offs due to our insincerity then
what will become of us? How will we endure the calamities of the
wrath of our Creator Js=3=, deprivation of streams of flowing milk and
honey, maidens of Paradise, amazing palaces, and other bounties of
Paradise, and humiliation in front of all humanity on the Day of
Judgement? Our delicate bodies fear even slight cold or heat, how
will they bear the horrific torments of Hell?

Haye! Ma’milf sT garmi bht sahi jart nahin
Garmi-e-Hashr mayn phir kaysay sahin ga Ya Rab

Ah! I cannot even bear the slightest heat
How then will I endure the heat of the Day of Judgement O Lord
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The lightest punishment of Hell

Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Abbas ki Jisali w2 reported this statement of the
Beloved Prophet -Lealsaie el I=: The person who will be given the
lightest punishment in Hell will be made to wear shoes of fire which
will make his brain boil. (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 4, pp. 262, Hadis 6561)

Our sensitive body

Dear Islamic brothers! Just think for a second! If we are subjected to
this minimum torment of Hell as a punishment for showing off then
we will not be able to endure it, because our feet are so delicate that
even if we step on a hot piece of coal we jump in pain, and a minor
headache makes us lose our senses, so then who has the power to
endure a punishment which makes his brain boil? Ah! Show offs will
be thrown into that valley of Hell which even Hell seeks protection

from. Ja-u-;\; ol (We ask Allah Jss3= for safety.)

Dear Islamic brothers! Are we still not going to stop showing off? Are
we still not going to take up sincerity? How long will we stay heedless
in this way? Ah! What will happen to us if Allah’s Js:3= mercy is not
with us?

Kab gunahaun say kinarah mayn kariin ga Ya Rab
Nayk kab ay mayray Allah! Banii ga Ya Rab
Dard-e-sar ho ya bukhar, mayn tafap jata hin
Mayn jahannam ki saza kaysay sahiin ga Ya Rab
When will I abandon sins O Lord
When will I be pious O Lord

Whether I have a fever or a headache I squirm in agony
How will I endure the torture of Hell O Lord
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Dear Islamic brothers! Before death carries us out of our comfortable
beds and transports us to a bed of soil in our graves we should save
ourselves from the darkness of showing off by enlightening our hearts
with the light of sincerity.

How is it to label someone a show off?

Dear Islamic brothers! Your intention in acquiring knowledge about
showing off should be self-reformation. Be careful not to let yourself
fall into the trap of evil-suspicion (Bad-Gumani) whilst attempting
to save yourself from the trap of showing off. Therefore make sure
that you never label any Muslim as a show off because showing off
and sincerity depend on a man’s intention. The Beloved and Blessed
Prophet -Lualsatiweb le said, ‘Deeds depend on intentions.’

(Sahih Bukhart, vol. 1, pp. 1, Hadis 1)

Intentions are related to the heart, and we have no device or means
to know for certain the contents of someone’s heart unless he tells
us himself. Therefore it is safer for our afterlife that we refrain from
accusing anyone of showing off because this is evil-suspicion' and
evil-suspicions are Haram and lead to Hell.

Three legal [Shar’i] rulings regarding intention

1. A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, Maulana Shah Imam Ahmad
Raza Khan o#3 &% «1= has written in Fatawa Razawiyyah

! For detailed information about evil-suspicion please obtain the book ‘Bad-Guman?’
published by Maktaba-tul-Madinah.
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volume 16, page 500: To unnecessarily suspect [without Shar’1
reason] any Muslim of intending to show off is also Haram.’

Someone asked A’la Hadrat <k w14+ that a man attempted to
build a Masjid by donating money and he wants his name to
be engraved into a stone, is this permissible or not according to
Shari’ah? He gave the following reply: ‘The ruling about engraving
one’s name onto a stone varies depending on one’s intention. If
he does it for fame then he is showing off and this is cursed and
Haram but if his intention is that Muslims will pray for him for
as long as his name remains there then there is nothing wrong
with this, and we should assume the best regarding any Muslim
as far as possible.’ (Fatawa Ruzawi}‘yufl, vol. 23, pp. 389)

Someone asked that if an Imam usually gets the Maghrib Azan
done late but in the presence of his Pir (spiritual guide) he gets
it done earlier to show him and whilst leading congregational
Salah he performs Rukd’ and Sujiid longer than usual then is
this a sign of being a show off and a deceiver? A’la Hadrat
<k Jl a7 gave the following response: ‘An unnecessary delay
without Shar’l reason in the Maghrib Azan is against the
Sunnah, but having it done quickly in front of his Pir does not
necessarily mean that he was showing off, in fact it could be
that he avoided the missing of that Sunnah due to fear or
consideration of his Pir. Prolonging Ruka’ and Sujid in presence
of his Pir is not either definite proof of showing off or deceit. It
is possible that he experienced a spiritual effect due to his Pir’s
presence. It is Wajib to assume the best regarding a Muslim’s
acts as much as possible and evil-suspicion is no less Haram
than showing off. However if he delays his Ruk@’ and Sujtd so
much that it exceeds the Sunnah duration and causes difficulty
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to his followers then he definitely is a sinner. (J&\ Jus 43
[Allah Jss3= knows the most].” (Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 5, pp. 324)

Remained deprived of crying for one year

Sayyiduna Makhal Dimashgqi ¢-&alizass2i= said, ‘Whenever you see
anyone crying then start crying with him, do not suspect he is showing
off. T once saw a man crying and suspected that he was showing off.
As a punishment I was deprived of crying (due to fear of Allah Jss3<
and love of His Beloved Prophet -l 4z« d el =) for one year.
(Tanbih-ul-Mughtarrin, pp. 107)

Do not be suspicious

Dear Islamic brothers! To suspect someone and pursue the existence
of signs of showing off in him in order to discredit him is Haram.
(Ihya-ul-Uliam, chapter 3, vol. 2, pp. 150; Kitab-ul-Amr, vol. 2, pp. 399 — summarized)

Anyhow, we should avoid searching for imperfections in other
people and instead search for the aforementioned signs of showing
off inside ourselves and then plan on curing this disease.
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O show off!

A woman called out to Sayyiduna Malik Bin Dinar ,Uslialifassale:
‘O show off!’ He «tJws.i12%: humbly replied, ‘O woman! The people
of Basra forgot my name, you have remembered it.’

(Tazkira-tul-Awliya, pp. 53)
A 221 Al G22L) Our pious predecessors were not only models of
sincerity but also extremely tolerant and had excellent character.
How much anyone bothered them they did not get angry for the sake
of their Nafs. If they ever did then they never lost their patience. If
we too are accused of ‘showing off’ by anyone then we should earn
reward through patience instead of losing our temper.

How does a person show off?

Dear Islamic brothers! In order to avoid showing off it is crucial to
know how it is actually possible for a person to show off. Showing
off is sometimes done by the tongue, and sometimes by actions.
Here are some important details about this.

15 Examples of showing off with the tongue

1. Carefully saying religious things with the intention to impress
people with his vast religious knowledge and eloquence, as
though he claims, ‘I have such a gift of speech that no one can
explain their thoughts better than me’. Such people desire a
distinguished position through their speaking style. Public
speakers, preachers and authors are easy prey for this type of
showing off.
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For an author to write statements such as the following in the
introductions to their books: ‘I wrote this big book consisting
of 1000 pages in just 10 days’ in order to give the readers the
impression that he is constantly busy with religious works.

For a preacher to begin a speech with statements indicating
to the listener that he has made many sacrifices for religious
activities and therefore the listeners should be grateful to him.
For example, ‘I have been travelling in a Madani Qafilah
constantly for the past six days, it has taken me 13 hours to get
here, I am very tired, I have not even eaten anything yet even
then I have come to deliver a speech’ etc.

Mentioning his religious services constantly in conversations
to make the listener think that he is an amazing servant of
Islam and so that he admires him. For example, ‘I have been
preaching religion for the past 15 years. I had been conferred
with such and such a post for such a long time. I carried out
Madani work in so many areas, in fact so many countries. 1
made hundreds of people repent of sins. I encouraged them to do
Madani work. I trained them’ etc. Members of any religious
movement or organization can easily fall prey to this form of
showing off.

Whilst answering a religious question verbally or in writing,
saying or writing Arabic statements, or unnecessarily stating
more than one book reference with the intention to convince
the questioner or listener that he possess a lot of knowledge
and so that he is considered to be a big scholar and a Mulfti.

For a religiously famous or a respected figure to introduce
himself to a new person with the intention to make him aware
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and respect his high status or bring him some sort of worldly
benefit.

For a Jami’ah or Madrasah teacher to unnecessarily mention his
achievements in front of his students in order to make them
admire him and make them think, ‘What a great teacher we have.

Mentioning many of your personal traits to somebody and then
saying, ‘Do not tell anybody’ to impress him and make him think,
“This man is so sincere, he does not wish to reveal his good deeds’.

Calling someone towards righteousness with the intention of
convincing other people that he is a great well-wisher of
Muslims, or reprimanding someone for evil to impress people
into thinking, ‘He is a man of great integrity. He cannot remain
silent on seeing evil.” Whereas he does not stop the evil which
exists in his own house.

For a Hafiz-e-Quran or Islamic scholar to unnecessarily reveal
that he is a Hafiz or scholar hoping that other people will admire
him and make special seating arrangements for him.

Bahar-e-SharTat states: If a scholar lets people know that he is
a scholar then there is no harm in this, but he must make sure
that he does not do this out of pride because pride is prohibited
(Haram). In fact he should reveal his status of being a scholar
in order to express Allah’s favour upon him or so that once the
public realises who he is they will benefit from him by asking
him religious queries and be encouraged to pursue knowledge.
(Bahar-e-Shartat, part 16, pp. 270)

For a pilgrim to unnecessarily publicise that he is a Haji to
make people respect him.
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Proudly claiming to have met or accompanied or being related
to famous scholars with the intention that people will respect
him as well and admire him.

Saying humble or considerate words which do not coincide with
one’s true emotions, for example, ‘I am nothing, I am a dog of
your doorstep’ (whilst the situation is such that if someone else
dares to call him these words he would get angry).

Unnecessarily expressing virtues with the intention of increasing
his respect and admiration in the hearts of other people.

Talking in an argumentative way with the intention of impressing
people with his knowledge and intellect.

Beware! Beware! Beware! Never think evil of any Muslim (especially
the aforementioned). A’la Hadrat Imam Ahmad Raza Khan
73 &7z «de said: Hundreds of thousands of Islamic rulings and

judgments vary depending on intentions. (Faiawa Razawiyyah, vol. 8, pp. 98)

Evil-assumptions (Bad-Gumani) are Haram and good assumptions

about pious Muslims are Mustahab. Each and every one of us should

search for these various verbal forms of showing off in ourselves.

15 Examples of showing off in actions

1.

Crying whilst talking or listening to someone else, or whilst
delivering or listening to a speech, or while reciting or listening
to a Na’at with the intention that on-lookers consider him to
be someone who fears Allah Jsz3= and someone who has deep
love for the Beloved Prophet -lusalsade izl le,
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Constantly moving the lips in the presence of other people or
in a congregation so that people consider him to be some who
does Zikr (remembrance) of Allah Jss= in abundance or one
who abundantly recites Salat-‘Alan-Nabi.

Delivering a speech by heart just to give people the impression
that he is a great scholar, or hesitating to read from a book
during his speech fearing that the audience will perceive him
to be ignorant.

Acting like a forgiving and humble person outside his home
but arrogant inside.

Displaying a good character in front of other people whilst his
family are fed up of his ill-character at home.

To offer Salah in front of other people with fear and humility
practicing all its etiquettes but to offer Salah when alone in
such a manner that even the fulfilment of its Faraid and
Wijibat are doubtful.

Practicing Sunnahs of eating, drinking, sitting etc. properly in
public but being lazy to practice them in solitude.

Rushing to show generosity when people are watching but
refusing to give charity when asked in private.

Eating less when attending an invitation to give other people
the impression that he follows the Sunnah and eats a little, but
when he is at home or amongst informal friends he ends up
even eating the share of other people.

In order to explain this to us Shaykh-e-Tarigat Amir-e-Ahl-e-
Sunnat <& 23565525 wrote the following in Faizan-e-Sunnat
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volume 1, page 477: ‘Even if you spend your whole life filling
your stomach with food, you are not a sinner but if you show
off even once in your life then you are a sinner and deserving
of hellfire. If someone eats less and eats carefully in front of
Islamic brothers to give them the impression that he applies
‘Qufl-e-Madinah’ to his stomach but then on the way home he
stuffs himself until he is full and pounces on food like a hungry
lion, then such a person is a definite show off and deserves
hellfire. Certainly, the truly intelligent Islamic brother is the one
who eats in the presence of other people without letting them
realise that he only eats a small portion of food and also applies
‘Qufl-e-Madinah’ to his stomach properly at home as well. Our
deeds must be only and solely for Allah’s pleasure because
sincerity is the key to acceptance.’

Riya Kariyaun say bacha Ya llaht
Ker ikhlas mujﬁ ko ‘ata Ya llaht

Save me from showing off O my Lord
Grant me sincerity O my Lord

Method of eating less amongst other people

(Amir-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat =)&) 233555 2405 further stated): One possible

way to avoid showing off amongst other people or to avoid the

persistence of a host etc. is to eat using three fingers with small

morsels whilst chewing your food properly and to always abide by

the Sunnahs of eating. Especially in feasts most people eat very

quickly therefore their indulging in food will probably distract their

attention from you. In spite of these things if you still find yourself

tinishing your meal quickly then pass time by slowly cleaning the

bones. Hopefully this way you will succeed in finishing your meal at
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the same time as everyone else. If he finishes his meal so quickly
when amongst the people for the sake of showing off thinking to
make an impression that people will consider him a pious man and
that he eats a little because of observing piety. Doing so is Haram and
an act leading to Hell. It is very necessary for one to save himself
from showing-off.

The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, the Owner of
Jannah i s Je e I has said, ‘Allah Jssi does not like a deed
which has even little show-off in it.’

(Attarghib Wattarhib, vol. 1, pp. 87; Faizan-e-Sunnat, vol. 1, pp. 476)

10. For someone who has a voluntary fast to roll his tongue over
his lips or act in a way that reveals he is fasting.

11. If someone is given a chance to recite a Na’at in front of a large
audience on a microphone with the echo on then he recites
enthusiastically but if there is no echo or only a few people or
he is alone then his throat gets tired in just a short while.

Shaykh-e-Tariqat, Amir-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat « 2455 5225 explained
to us on page 39 of his booklet The Four Donkeys of Satan: ‘In a
Qira'at or Na’at competition if the second position holder is
jealous of the first position holder or the third position holder
is jealous of the second and first position holders, or he thinks
that his recitation of the Quran or Na’at was very good and he
deserved a better position but still got a third position and so
he says to people, ‘The judges were unfair’ then he got trapped
in the calamity of slandering, backbiting, evil-assumptions etc.

There is also a risk of showing off because he did not recite the
blessed Na’at for the sake of Allah Js:3= and His Beloved
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Prophet e asaie i@l 1= but rather for the medal, trophy, prize,
or money or so that his photo or name appears in a newspaper
and he becomes famous. He wants people to praise his voice,
congratulate him and give him gifts etc. In this case he cannot
expect to receive any reward, in fact he deserves Hell due to
his sin of showing off. Such ‘competitions’ are permissible in
SharT’ah but the participants should think carefully about the
level of sincerity in their hearts.’

Can I read two couplets for blessings?

When there is a large congregation somewhere with the echo sound
speakers then seeing a large crowd makes almost everyone to ‘say a
few words to the crowd’ or recite the Holy Quran or a Na’at. If the
Na’ats were recorded then they would be specifically searched for
his own voice. If his voice is not there in the recording then he may
feel disappointed. What does this disappointment mean? What if a
talented Qari or Na’at-reciter wants CDs of his performances to be
sold in shops? Is there any hope of sincerity in this desire? Was the
recitation of Quran and Na’at for Allah’s sake or for the CDs? If
there is a large Zikr and Na’at congregation and the echo is on, some
people will say, ‘Can you let me recite two couplets for blessings?

Please glance into your hearts and check if it is blessings that you want
or fame! If you really desire blessings then my Madani suggestion is
that you sit in your room at home with your door closed, visualise
the blessed Green Dome and then recite a Naat. Jssiz DLz )
you will be safe from showing off, thus piling up blessings for
yourself and your book of deeds will shine with the light of good
deeds. £E) wazs sl meaning ‘a hint is sufficient for the wise.

May Allah Jss3= grant us sincerity.
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Dil mayn ho yad tayri gaushah-e-tanhat ho

Phir to khalwat mayn ‘ajab anjuman arai ho

With your remembrance in my heart in a corner of solitude
Then even in isolation there shall be an amazing gathering

(Zauq—e—Na ‘at)
(Derived from: The Four Donkeys of Satan, pp. 39)

Whilst delivering a speech if there is a large audience the
preacher displays great oratory skills, but if for some reason
there are not many spectators then he delivers a dull sermon or
does not feel like talking at all.

If by good fortune someone is blessed with spending the night
in worship or offering Salat-ut-Tahajjud then for him to rub
his eyes in front of other people during the day or to stretch his
arms etc. to let people know that he spent the night in worship.

In the presence of other people he lowers his gaze if he sees a
woman coming but if no one is watching him he stares at her
for a long time.

In the presence of others if he hears music he inserts his fingers
into his ears to make people think that he is a practising Muslim,
but he has installed musical doorbell at home or has a musical
tune on his mobile phone.

If we continue to ponder in this manner we will realise how many

forms of showing off are there in clothing, speech, body language.

There is a good chance that I may have touched someone’s nerve,

instead of getting displeased with me such Islamic brothers should

repent and attempt to cure themselves.
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Dear Islamic brothers! Remember that we must not assume that any
Muslim is showing off because evil-assumptions are Haram and
having good opinions about Muslims is Mustahab. In fact, such
people should search for these signs of showing off in themselves
and then plan on curing themselves.

In what things does a person show off?

Dear Islamic brothers! It is possible to show off in three ways: (1) Faith.
(2) Worldly matters. (3) Worships. Here is their necessary detail:

1. Showing off in faith

To act as a Muslim outwardly but to reject Islam inwardly. This
showing off is also called hypocrisy, meaning verbally professing
to be a Muslim but denying it in his heart, this is also clear Kufr
(unbelief). Such a person is a hypocrite and his claim of believing in
Islam is a false. Allah J_ssi= said in part 28 the first verse of Strah
Al-Munafiqan:
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When the hypocrites come in your presence (O dear Prophet Muhammad,)
they say, ‘We testify that you surely are Allah’s Noble Messenger’; and
Allah knows that you indeed are His Noble Messenger, and Allah
testifies that the hypocrites are indeed liars.

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 28, Siirah Al-Munafigiin, verse 1)
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These people will be in the lowest portion of Hell. Allah Js=3< said in
the Holy Quran:

U G 02T 23500 & etV

Undoubtedly the hypocrites are in the lowest sector of Hell.

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 5, Sirah An-Nisa, verse 145 )

During the apparent life of the Beloved Prophet -lu: s aite dsali de
there were some hypocrites whose inner hypocrisy was exposed in
the Holy Quran. With his vast knowledge which had been granted
to him by Allah Js:3 the Ghayb-knowing Rastl, the Embodiment
of Nur -lsalsak Jsa Ie recognised each and every one of them and
exposed them name by name saying ‘he is a hypocrite’.

(Al-Mu’jam-ul-Awsat, vol. 1, pp. 231, Hadis 792)

These days it is impossible to declare any specific person as a
hypocrite therefore if somebody in front of us claims to be a Muslim
then we must believe him to be a Muslim,' unless he is guilty of saying
or doing something that negates his faith. However, there is a form
of hypocrisy that still exists today, which is that many deviants claim
to be Muslims, but when observed carefully, you can see that in spite
of claiming to be Muslims, they actually reject many fundamental
beliefs of Islam. (Bahar-e-Shari at, part 1, pp. 96 — summarized)

! Al-Yawagit, vol. 2, pp. 373
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2. Showing off in worldly matters

Sometimes we use the term showing off to refer to someone who
does worldly actions with the desire of creating respect and fame for
himself in people’s hearts. For example, he wears clean, perfumed,
fancy clothes to attract attention from other people but at home he
does not dress that way. The same applies to any form of glamour
or beautification or means of acquiring respect from people.

Shar’i ruling: Such showing off is not Haram because distortion in
religious issues and trying to mock at Allah Js=3= is not found in
these things. (Az-Zawajir ‘An-Igtiraf-il-Kabadir, vol. 1, pp. 78)

Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazali us)aliézs;2:12 said: Wanting
respect in people’s hearts with acts other than acts of worship is like
seeking money; hence it is not Haram.

(Ihya-ul-‘Ulim, chapter 2, vol. 3, pp. 368)

It is stated in Hadigah Nadiyyah: Any worldly act which is done not
to hide the truth and is free from lying and does not lead to any
disallowed, Haram or Makrih act then showing off with that act is
not Haram. However such showing off is still disliked because it can
lead to showing off in religious matters. (Al-Hadiga-tun-Nadiyyah, vol. 1,

pp. 478) J&1 S G5 [And Allah Jssi knows best]

Anyhow, even in permissible acts you can earn rewards by making
virtuous intentions. For example, when applying perfume if you
intend to follow a Sunnah, respect the Masjid, relax your mind, and
remove unpleasant odours from your Islamic brothers then you will
gain separate reward for each individual intention.

(Ashi’a-tul-Lam’at, vol. 1, pp. 37)
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Our Beloved Prophet & combed his blessed hair

When the Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind,
the most Generous and Kind -l s <k i a0 3= intended to exit his
blessed home, he -Juazade J@ab Ie straightened his blessed turban and
hair and looked at his blessed face in mirror, Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah
Siddiqah Gz e e enquired, ‘O the Greatest and Holiest Prophet
lesalsae Jwab te! Are you doing this too?” He laasak @bl = replied,
‘Yes, Allah Js=3= likes to see His bondman adorn himself when he is
about to appear before his brothers.’

(Ithaf-us-Sadat-il-Muttagin, vol. 10, pp. 93, 94)

Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazali ¢=)<liaz:s4:0 wrote in regard
to aforementioned Hadis: This was an emphasised worship for the
Beloved Prophet -lc sk Jisatl 1= because he oloals «ct dal b= was
ordered to preach to mankind and make their hearts lean towards the
truth as much as possible. If he lsaisade il 1= was not respected in
the eyes of people then they would have turned away from him,
therefore it was obligatory for him to appear in public in the best
appearance so that people would not ignore him and turn away
considering him untrustworthy, because common humans only see
physical appearances and not hidden qualities. Therefore, this act of
the Revered and Renowned Prophet -lualsat il d= was also a virtuous
act. The same ruling applies to honourable scholars Js5ali 232 and
similarly religious personalities providing their intention as mentioned
above in adorning themselves. (Ihya-ul-‘Ulim, chapter 2, vol. 3, pp. 368)
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3. Showing off in worship

It is possible to show off in worship in two ways: (i) Showing off in
its fulfilment. (ii) Showing off in its attributes.

i). Showing off in its fulfilment

This is for a person to worship when other people are watching him
but if no one sees him then he does not worship. For example if he
offers Salah when other people are watching but not when he is alone,
or if he fasts when other people are watching but not when alone, or
if he attends Salat-ul-Jumu’ah, or treats his relatives well due to fear
of people, then this person is a show off.

Shar’i ruling: This man will not receive any reward for his worship,
in fact he is a major sinner and worthy of hellfire. ‘Allamah ‘Abdul
Ghani Nabulusi @) b &#; <1z wrote in Hadigah Nadiyyah: 1f
someone offered Salah in order to show other people then there is
no reward for him, instead he is a sinner because he has sinned and
not WOI‘Shipped. (Al-Hadiga-tun-Nadiyyah, vol. 1, pp. 478 — summarized)

However his Fard of Salah will be fulfilled. Someone asked A’la
Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, reviver of Sunnah, scholar of Shari’ah,
Ash-Shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan o#% 4% <= whether or not a
man who offers Salah or fasts to show off has fulfilled his obligatory
duty. He «& 1w .4 &7 replied, ‘Fighi Salah and fast will be fulfilled
because there was no invalidator (means, act which invalidates Salah
or fast), but he will not receive any reward, in fact he is worthy of
hellfire. On the Day of Judgement he will be told: O sinner! O traitor!
O loser! O infidel! Your deed is wasted! Seek your reward from
whoever you used to act for. (Multagatan, Shu ‘ab-ul-Iman, vol. 5, pp. 333,
Hadis 6831) This very evil is enough for the condemnation of
showing-off. (Malfizat-e-A’la Hadrat, Part 1, pp. 177)
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Sadr-ush-Shari’ah, Badr-ut-Tariqah, ‘Allamah Maulana Mufti
Muhammad Amjad ‘Ali A’zami .3 «li &0 1= says in Bahar-e-
Shar?at part 16 page 238 published by Maktaba-tul-Madinah, ‘In
any type of worship, sincerity is absolutely compulsory, meaning
the deed must be done solely to please Allah Jss3<. Deeds done for
showing off are Haram by consensus.” He <& Jw.b1 2% further wrote
on page 239, ‘One offers Salah if people are watching but not when
he is alone, this is complete showing off, and there is no reward at
all for such worship.’

Hakim-ul-Ummat Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan ot 4 dass 2= said,
‘Worship which was done to show off is like a seed that has been
eaten by an insect from the inside and does not produce anything.’

(Mirat-ul-Manajth, vol. 7, pp. 143)

Dear Islamic brothers! If someone fears showing off in fulfilling
Fard then they should do not miss that worship due to this fear,
rather they should complete the act of worship and attempt to avoid
showing off and try to be sincere.

ii). Showing off in attributes

This is when a person worships in a much better way in order to
show his worship to people. For example, in the presence of other
people he offers Salah very well i.e. with humility and concentration
but when no one is watching he offers very quickly. Sayyiduna
‘Abdullah Bin Mas’iid 2z w2 said, ‘Whoever does this, insults his
Lord Jss3=” Meaning he does not care that Allah Jssi= is watching
him when even alone and he offers properly when other people are
watching.
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Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazali Js)=liéass2:1c explained this
point to us using the following example: If you sit in front of another
person whilst reclining (in an object) or with your legs crossed and
then the man’s servant appears and you suddenly straighten yourself
and sit properly, then you are giving the servant preference over his
master and this is most certainly an insult to the master. A show off
is like this, in that he too offers Salah beautifully in the presence of
other people but not in solitude, as if he gives preference to people
over their Creator Jss%<. (Ihya-ul-‘Ulam, part 2, vol. 3, pp. 372)

Someone asked A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, reviver of
Sunnah, scholar of SharT’ah, Ash-Shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan
o Hi#sadz, ‘If a person offers Salah with humility when he is alone
in order to practice offering with humility in front of others then is
he showing off or not?’ He «tJ&a4#, answered, “This is also showing
off because his heart contains the intention (to please someone)
other than Allah Jss3.” (Malfizar, part 2, pp. 166)

Shar’i ruling: This type of showing off is less severe than the first,
this person will receive reward for his actual Salah but not for the
beauty of his Salah, although even in this case he has committed a
show off.

It is stated in Bahar-e-Shari’at part 16 page 239: The second type
(of showing off) is for a man to not show off in his actual worship,
meaning he would offer Salah regardless of whether or not anyone
sees him, but he shows off in the attribute of Salah, meaning even if
nobody sees him he would still offer but not as beautifully. This
second type is less severe than the first, he will receive reward for
the essence of his Salah but not for offering it in an excellent way
because the adornment was done with an intention of showing off
and not out of sincerity.
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Pure showing off and mixed showing off

Dear Islamic brothers! Showing off in worship is sometimes pure
and sometimes mixed:

1. If the intention behind worshipping is only and solely to please
another human or attain any worldly incentive then this is
pure showing off. The Shar1 ruling about this is that the one
showing off in actual worship will not only be deprived of the
rewards but also be punished for showing off. On the other hand
if the showing off exists in the attribute of the worship then he
will not be rewarded for the adornment of that worship and
since he is still a show off, he is still under the burden of
showing off and

2. if the intention behind worshipping is worldly incentive along
with the reward in the afterlife then this is mixed showing oft.
There are a few cases for this:

a. If the intention of worldly profit exceeds the intention of
reward then there is no reward for him.

b. If the intention of worldly profit is the same amount as the
intention for reward then there is no reward for him in this
case also.

c. If the intention for reward exceeds the intention of showing
off then he will be rewarded according to his intention.

Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazali Jialid=2s2:12 said: If the
dominant intention is any worldly incentive then he will gain
no reward at all. If the dominant intention is the afterlife then
he will be rewarded. If both intentions are equal then there is
no reward. He «tJw.b12#7 also said: If someone’s worship being
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revealed increases his activeness and energy, but even if his
worship had not been revealed to people, he would not have
missed that worship, then even if he intended to show off we
hope that his original reward will not go to waste, but he will
be punished according to the amount that he showed off and
rewarded according to his virtuous intention.’

(Az-Zawajir ‘An-Igtiraf-il-Kabair, vol. 1, pp. 78)

It is stated in Bahdr-e-Shari’at part 16 page 240: If someone
went for Hajj and took business merchandise with him, then if
his intention of business is stronger than the other, meaning
his purpose is to do business but then thinks “‘When I get there
I will perform Hajj as well’, or if both intentions are equal
meaning he travelled for both purposes then in both these
cases he will not gain any reward for his journey. On the other
hand if his intention is to perform Hajj but he thinks ‘If I get a
chance I will sell some merchandise as well’, then he will be
rewarded for his Hajj. Similarly if he goes to offer Jumu’ah and
also intends to do other jobs whilst in the market but his original
intention is to offer Jumu’ah then he will be rewarded but if his
intention of doing other jobs is stronger than his intention of
offering Jumu’ah, or both intentions are equal, then he will
gain no reward.

How is it to take a wage for religious services?

A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, Maulana Shah Imam Ahmad
Raza Khan o3 & <= has said in Fatawd Razawiyyah (edited)

volume 19 page 494: It is permissible to take a wage for teaching the
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Holy Quran, other religious sciences, Azan, and Imamat. This Fatwa
was issued by later scholars whilst taking into consideration the
protection of Islamic values and faith of Muslims in the current state.
However according to the original principle it is still prohibited to
take a wage for other virtuous deeds such as visiting graves, reciting
the Holy Quran for departed souls, reciting the Holy Quran, or
celebrating the birthday of the Beloved Prophet o s« (el Je,

(«la Jus 205 [Allah Jss3 knows best.]

Will the wage recipient get any Sawab (reward)?

Someone asked A’la Hadrat Imam Ahmad Raza Khan <31 a#; <=
the following questions: Whether or not it is permissible for an
Imam-e-Masjid to take wages for leading the five daily Salahs and
the Jumuah Salah? And whether or not it is permissible to take a
wage for teaching the Holy Quran, Figh and Ahadis?

He «tJ&.4#7 gave the following replies: [Answer] It is permissible
but they will not be rewarded for leading the Salah because they
have sold the Imamat. [Answer]: It is permissible but they will receive

no reward in the afterlife. fl.c\ Jus 2015 [Allah Jss3¢ knows best.]

(Fatawa Razawi)'yufz, vol. 19, pp. 521)

Therefore if you are not desperate then you should do these religious
tasks without any pay and accumulate an abundance of reward in
the afterlife. The reward for a selfless deed is something special.
However there is a severe test in carrying out these tasks without a
wage, that is whoever does Imamat or religious teaching etc. for free
gains a lot of publicity and public admiration. I wonder how such a
person would be able to save himself from showing off. If only there
was such enthusiasm that an Imam would take a wage and then
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secretly donate it without letting any close Islamic brother or even
any family member know, otherwise avoiding showing off will be
extremely difficult. The real beauty is when only the bondman and
his Creator Js=3= know.

Mayra her ‘amal bas Tayray wasitay ho

Ker ikhlas aysa ‘ata Ya Ilaht

May my every deed be only for You
Grant me such sincerity O my Lord

One case in which a wage taker can get reward

If someone has to bear family expenses and he takes a wage for the
aforementioned services with the intention that if he did not have a
family to support then he would certainly refrain from taking wages
for his religious services then we can hope that by Allah’s mercy he
will gain double reward, as explained by ‘Allamah Ibn Abidin Shami
A 2l dassade in Rad-dul-Muhtar whilst talking about whether or
not an employed Muazzin receives any reward from Allah Js=3< for
giving the Azan (call to Salah): ‘However we can say that if he (the
Muazzin) intends to please Allah Jss3< but due to a commitment of
time and due to being occupied in this religious service he cannot
earn a livelihood for his family so he takes a wage in order that he
does not lose out on this great privilege (of giving the Azan) due to
being occupied in a worldly profession, and if he did not have a
family to support then he would not take this wage, then this
person also deserves the same reward from Allah Js:3= that has been
promised in religious texts for anyone who calls the Azan. In fact he
will have combined two worships, firstly calling the Azan and
secondly striving to support his family, and actions’ rewards are
dependent on intentions. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 2, pp. 74)
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Easy method for obtaining reward

It is better for him to take a wage based on time rather than his
religious duty. The benefit of this would be that if he then carries
out the religious service with the intention of gaining reward then
(Jss32al0:C2¢)) he will gain the reward as well as his wage.

When A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat Maulana Shah Imam Ahmad
Raza Khan »#34#;41c was asked a question about taking money in
exchange for reciting the Holy Quran and Zikr of Allah Jss3 for the
purpose of conveying its reward to the soul of a deceased, he replied
with the following: It is Haram to take or give a wage for reciting
the Holy Quran or for the Zikr of Allah Jss32. Both the givers and
receivers are sinners and as they themselves are committing a Haram
act, what reward will they convey to a deceased person? Expecting
reward for a sin is actually a more serious sin. If people want to
convey reward to any deceased in a permissible manner then the
method for that is to hire the reciters for an hour or two and fix the
wages of every person for that time period. For example, the organiser
should say, ‘T have hired you from such a time to such a time for
this amount of money and I will make you do any job that I want’.
The person who is being offered should say, ‘T accept.” Now he has
become an employee for that specific time, and the employer can
make him do any job he wants. Then the employer can say, ‘Recite
this amount of Holy Quran, Kalimah Tayyibah or Salat-’Alan-Nabi
for so and so deceased person. This is permissible (because he is
being paid for the benefits he is providing and not for his virtuous
deeds or WOI'Ship). (Fatawa Ruzawi}‘yufz, vol. 10, pp. 193, 194)

In light of this blessed Fatwa it is permissible for Imams, Muazzins
and religious teachers to receive a wage for their religious services.
Masjid or Madrasah administration should fix a wage and time such
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as five hours and make a job offer to a Qari by saying, ‘You must do
whatever we tell you’ and mention his wage as well. If the Qari
accepts then he will become their employee. Now they can assign
his duty to teach the Holy Quran to children every day within those
tive hours.

Remember! Whether it is Imamat, Khitabat, calling Azan or any other
occupation where it is definite that wages and salary are involved,
then it is Wajib to ascertain a specific amount of money prior to the
job, otherwise the receiver and giver will both be sinners.

L2 24

Do not use religion for worldly livelihood

Imamat, Khitabat, calling Azan, and teaching are certainly great
acts of worships and taking a wage for them is also permissible but
you should not use them for worldly profit because there are very
severe warnings for such individuals in the blessed Ahadis. The
Noblest Prophet -lals«k d&a 1= said: In the end of times there will
be people who will earn worldly wealth through their religion. They
will be a wolf in sheep’s clothing, and their tongues will be sweeter
than sugar but their hearts will be like wolves. Allah Js:3= said, ‘Do
they (attempt to) deceive Me or dare against Me, I swear by Myself
that I will send upon them such tribulation from themselves that
will surprise even a tolerant person.’

(Jami’-ut-Tirmizi, Kildb-uz—ZLtlAld, vol. 4, pp. 181, Hadis 2412)

Hakim-ul-Ummat Maulana Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan Na’imi
80 sl dazs e explained this Hadis: This can have two meanings;
either they will use religion to deceive the world, or they will use
religion to earn worldly profit. People who earn worldly profit by
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using the name of Islam and the Holy Quran and mislead people by
wearing cloaks and turbans, are the worst of people.

(Mirat-ul-Mandjth, vol. 7, pp. 133)
PR S N > - 2
L2 ledEal e dilenls

The consequence of the one who pursued worldly profit
through religion

Sayyiduna Misa Kalimullah -sis$.l20.2 5625 0« had a servant, who
became very rich and was no longer seen for a long time. Sayyiduna
Misa <sisilalade sk 3 enquired about him but he was not found.
Then one day he saw a man with a pig that had a black rope around
its neck. Sayyiduna Musa -seis5.13) 242565 asked the man, ‘Do you
know so and so?’ He replied, ‘Yes! This pig is that man.” Sayyiduna
Misa <Sdiilaades s e prayed, ‘O Allah Js=3¢! T ask You to return
this man to his former state so that I can ask him what happened.’
Allah Jss3= sent a revelation to him, ‘Even if you supplicate to me as
much as Adam (-3es5.030 12565 1) or even more, then I will not
accept your supplication regarding this man but I tell you that the
reason for his condition is that he pursued the world using religion.’
(Ihya-ul-‘Ulim, Kitab-ul-‘Ilm, vol. 1, pp. 90)

Correct your intention before any worship

Dear Islamic brothers! Before beginning any good deed take a long
hard look at your heart and ask yourself, ‘Am I doing this for the
pleasure of Allah Jss3= or for other people’, and then correct your
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intention and make sure that you do that good deed only and solely
intending to please Allah Jss3z.

Waiting for the intention to be correct

Remember! Deeds are of two types:

1. Deeds that only relate to ourselves i.e. fasting, Salah, Hajj etc. If
your intention behind these worships is only to show other people
then this is totally a sin, therefore do not do these deeds until
your intention is correct. However if waiting for the intention
to be correct, causes you to miss something that is Fard or Wajib,
for example you fear that you will miss Salah with Jama’at or
the actual Salah itself then you are not allowed to delay this
worship.

2. Deeds that relate to other humans, e.g. caliphate, judicial duties,
preaching, teaching, Fatawa etc. One day someone asked
Sayyiduna ‘Umar Fartq-e-A’zam = J&ai o2 for permission to
advise people after Salat-ul-Fajr but he xcJwatic2 refused. The
man asked, ‘Are you stopping me from preaching to people?’
He 2 dwsanie2e replied, T fear that you might become big headed
and reach the Sky.’ (Ihya-ul-Ulim, vol. 3, pp. 400)

Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazali J=)ialid=:04:1c while trying to
make us understand explained: Therefore a man should not be
misled by the excellence of preaching and knowledge, because these
acts contain the most dangers. We are not suggesting that anyone
should stop doing these deeds, because they themselves are not bad,
rather the evil lies in showing off whilst preaching, teaching, issuing
Fatawa and narrating Ahadis. Therefore any deed should not be
terminated for as long as there is a religious advantage in it, even if
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it is not truly sincere. Rather, what you should do is continue to carry
out these deeds and at the same time fight Nafs, work hard to be
sincere and avoid the dangers of showing off, and even any traces of
it. (Ihya-ul-<Uliam, vol. 3, pp. 399 to 401 — summarized)

A satanic whisper and its solution

One Islamic brother was travelling in a Madani Qafilah of Dawat-e-
Islami with the devotees of Rastl. When at night, according to the
timetable, these travellers in the path of Allah awoke in order to offer
Tahajjud, this Islamic brother also made the effort to offer Tahajjud
even though he did not usually offer this Salah. He suspected that
maybe he was showing off, but this is not the case because there are
a few possibilities here:

1. If this Islamic brother offers Tahajjud or does any other good
deed in imitation of other brothers thinking that they are sincere
with the religion of Allah Jss3= and that they have had the
privilege to offer Tahajjud or they have sacrificed their sleep
for Sada-e-Madinah (waking up Muslims for Salat-ul-Fajr) and
therefore I also wish to have a share in the blessings of their
company and offer Tahajjud for the pleasure of Allah Jssiz, then
this is not showing off, because if this same Islamic brother was
in his home then he would not be able to worship in the night
due to sleep or he would be lazy in worshipping at night or he
would be occupied in other household chores. In this case he
should ignore these satanic whispers because this is a situation
where a person usually falls prey to such satanic whispers. The
devil says to him, ‘If you do not do a deed at home but you do
it in front of other people then you are a show off,” and in this
way he deprives a person from good deeds.
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2. And if this Islamic brother offers Tahajjud with other brothers
so that people praise him. No one calls him lazy or negligent if
he does not offer Tahajjud, then he is showing off. Moreover,
for the reason that his desire of public praise and recognition,
or his fear of being condemned for not worshipping or fear of
losing respect if he does not worship, are all disobedience to
Allah Jss32. (Such an Islamic brother should struggle to rectify
his intention rather than stop his good deeds)

(Thya-ul-‘Ulim, vol. 3, pp. 404 — summarized)

Copying good people is also good

The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, the Owner of
Jannah .iesais sk Jw e I= said: Whoever imitates any nation will be
one of them. (Sunan Abt Dawid, Kitab-ul-Libas, vol. 6, pp. 26, Hadis 4031)

Hakim-ul-Ummat Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan o&J 4zs7 «dc explained
this Hadis: Meaning whoever imitates infidels, sinners and indecent
people in this world in clothing, or appearance then he will rise on
the Day of Judgement with them, and whoever imitates pious Muslims
in clothing or appearance will Jss:+Ui:Czc) rise with those who fear
Allah Js=3<. Remember that impersonating someone’s appearance is
called ‘Tashabbuh’ and impersonating someone’s character is called
“Takhalluq’, this Hadi$ contains the word ‘Tashabbuh’.

Parable

The day Fir'awn and all his followers drowned there was an impostor
who survived. Sayyiduna Musa -setisilaiadesiz sl asked Allah Jdss%:
‘O Lord (J-ss32) why did he survive? He Jss3= replied, ‘He was
impersonating you, and I do not punish anyone who imitates any of
My friends.” (Mirgar)
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Even in Salah, fasting and other worships a Muslim should intend
to emulate pious people especially the most pious of all people, the
Beloved and Blessed Prophet L4zt e l=. Whether or not your
heart is present in worship at least you are succeeding in emulating
The Greatest and Holiest Prophet -ixsalsate Jiwanl Je, desiea i Uze) due
to the blessings of this, Allah Jss3= will forgive us imitators, as well.
(Mirat-ul-Mandjth, vol. 6, pp. 109)

However, you should not desire that people praise you otherwise
this would be showing off and showing off is Haram.

Showing off during worship

Dear Islamic brothers! Showing off is not something that only exists
in the beginning of any worship, in fact it can exist in the middle or
even after it. If someone started worship with sincerity but felt the
desire to show off during the worship then if he instantly shakes off
this satanic thought, he is sincere and will be rewarded.

It is stated in Al-Hadiga-tun-Nadiyyah volume 1: The mere thought
or inclination of showing off is not harmful because Satan accompanies
all humans and it is not possible for a human to prevent Satan from
attempting to mislead him and for him to avoid being inclined
towards his temptations. This is the reason why Satan continues to
tempt humans, but we should not let these thoughts settle in our
hearts and we should confront satanic thoughts with religious
knowledge, resentment and rejection.

(Al-Hadiga-tun-Nadiyyah, vol. 1, pp. 496)
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On the other hand if he lets this satanic thought settle in his heart
until the end of that worship then there are two possibilities:

1. He completes the rest of the worship to show off.

2. He would have completed that worship even the thought of
showing oft had not come about.

In the first case (i.e. he completes the rest of the worship to show-off),
if the worship is Salah, fasting, or Hajj then he will not be rewarded
for this worship. For example if someone begins Salah and then
suddenly remembers about some money that he had forgotten and
he instantly wants to search for it, and if people were not watching
him then he would have terminated his Salah to search for the money,
but he continues his Salah out of fear of being criticized by them,
then his reward is wasted. The Noblest Prophet -lsalsatdwat d= said,
‘A deed is like a container, if its end is good then its beginning will
also be gOOd.’ (Sunan Ibn Majah, Kitab-uz-Zuhd, vol. 4, pp. 468, Hadis 4199)

If that deed is something other than Salah, fasting or Hajj such as
charity or recitation of the Holy Quran then only the part of the
worship that includes showing off is wasted but not the preceding
part because every part of the worship has a separate ruling.

(Ihya-ul-‘Ulim, chapter 2, vol. 3, pp. 377, 378)

In the second case (in which he would have completed the worship
even if the thought of showing off had not come about) the amount
of showing off which entered the worship is the amount of reward
that he will lose, and he will not lose the entire reward. For example
if someone offers Salah and then some people appear (and even if
they did not appear he would still complete his worship) but their
presence made him happy and he starts to show off (by performing
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his Rukid’” and Sujad better than before), then in this case he will be

rewarded for his Salah but not for the beauty (due to showing-off)
of his Salah.

Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazali w4l 4227 2= said: If the
someone’s worship being revealed increases his activeness and
energy, but even if his worship had not been revealed to people, he
would not have missed that worship, then even if he intended to
show off we hope that his original reward will not go to waste, but
he will be punished according to the amount that he showed off and
rewarded according to his virtuous intention.

(Az-Zawadajir ‘An-Iqtiraf-il-Kabdir, vol. 1, pp. 78)

Bahar-e-Shari’at part 16 page 239 states: If someone started an act
of worship with sincerity but then he began to show off during the
worship then it would not be said that he worshipped to show off,
in fact worship was performed with sincerity, but the beauty that
occurred in the worship afterwards was due to show off.

Revealing your good deeds

Dear Islamic brothers! If someone completes his worship with
sincerity, without it containing any showing off from beginning to
end, but after he finishes it he tells people about it then there are
two possibilities here:

1. He tells people about his worship because he is a leader and the
revealing of his deed will inspire them. In this case, it is permissible
and commendable for him to expose his worship. Examples of
such people are Faqih, Muhaddi$, Murshid (spiritual guide),
preacher, teacher or any other influential personality whom
people follow.
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Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Umar Gs:J@alic2s narrated that the Beloved and
Blessed Prophet .luasack Jweai J= said, ‘Secret worship is better
than public worship and a leader’s public worship is better than
his secret (WOI‘Ship).’ (Shu’ab-ul-Iman 46, vol. 5, pp. 376, Hadis 7012)

Hakim-ul-Ummat Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan ot)alidassa0: wrote:
‘Revealing one’s worship to people for educational purpose is
not showing off in fact it is religious propagation and education
and he will be rewarded for it. Scholars said: The showing-off
of Siddigin (Siddiq is a title of a very high rank in mysticism)
is better than the sincerity of Muridin (mystical students).” This
is the explanation of this statement. (Mirar-ul-Manajih, vol. 7, pp. 127)

He exposes his worship in front of people to gain their praise.
This is condemnable and in this case the ruling for him is to
conceal his WOl‘Ship. (Al-Hadiga-tun-Nadiyyah, vol. 1, pp. 481)

There is a difference of opinion amongst the scholars as to
whether or not a person’s reward will remain valid if he reveals
his worship without a valid Shar’1 reason after completing it.
Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad GhazalT’s research is that such a
man will be rewarded for the deed, but also punished for
showing off. He «tJw.é#z wrote, ‘It is unlikely that the reward
for a deed will be wasted due to something that occurs after
performing of that deed, in fact it is likely that he will be
rewarded for his previous deed but he will be punished for his
showing off after its completion.’

(Ihya-ul-‘Ulim, chapter 2, vol. 3, pp. 377)
B U N SN
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2 Conditions for revealing your worship to inspire others

Dear Islamic brothers! Anyone who reveals his worship in order to

inspire other people has two responsibilities:

1.

He should expose his worship in such a place where he is certain
or at least hopeful that people will follow, because many people
are emulated by their families but not their neighbours, many
are emulated by their neighbours but not people in the market,
and many are emulated by local residents. Therefore it is
appropriate for him to reveal his worship in front of people
who follow him. However a famous scholar is followed by
everyone. Therefore, when a non-scholar exposes his worship
people might suspect him of showing off or hypocrisy and they
will condemn him instead of emulating him, therefore, there is
no benefit in exposing his deed. In short, the intention of being
emulated is necessary for revealing good deeds and this intention
should only be made by someone who is followed by other people
and he should be present amongst people who follow him.

The second responsibility is for him to look carefully at his heart
because it might contain a hidden desire to show off which is
compelling him to reveal his worship whilst using emulation as
an excuse.

The share of sincere people

Dear Islamic brothers! Fulfilling these aforementioned two
responsibilities is the characteristic of sincere people only, therefore
it is not appropriate for a (spiritually) weak person to fall into this
trap of Satan and his Nafs, thus being destroyed without realising it,
because a weak person is like the one who is drowning, who only
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knows a little bit about swimming and he sees some people drowning
so he has pity on them and tries to save them but when they grab
onto him they will all drown and so will he. The pain of drowning
in this world lasts only a few moments but the punishment for
showing off is continuous, and will last for a very long time. Never
mind weak people, this is such a difficult issue that even scholars and
worshippers can slip up here, in that they imitate (spiritually) strong
people by exposing their good deeds but their hearts do not remain
firm on sincerity and therefore become sinful due to showing off.

Method of recognising the traps of the Nafs and Satan

One way to recognise the traps of the Nafs and Satan is to question
your heart in the following way before showing someone your good
deed, ‘If you were told to hide your deed so that people could imitate
a contemporary of yours and you will be still rewarded the same for
hiding your deed as you would have been for revealing it’, if you
still want to reveal your deed and be imitated then you should
realise that your intention behind revealing your deed is to show off
and not to gain reward, nor to make people follow you or inspire
goodness in them, because people would have been inspired even
by witnessing somebody else and you would have gained more
reward for hiding it. If you did not intend to show off then why is
your heart not content with concealing your deed?

(Ihya-ul-‘Ulim, vol. 3, pp. 390)
) ) \ z > - 3
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Hide your good deeds

Every Islamic brother should avoid blowing his own trumpet and
falling in the trap of the Nafs and Satan, because the human Nafs is
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very deceptive, the devil is also on the lookout for [a chance to
mislead], and the desire for fame and glory rules the human heart.
Revealed deeds are rarely safe from calamities, rather deeds are safer
when concealed. If the dangers in revealing deeds are so many that
people like us cannot avoid them then it is better for weak people
like us to hide our deeds. Therefore, before you reveal any good deed
to anybody, take a long hard look at your heart. Lest we should fall
prey to the trap of Satan and take the burden of showing off on our
head.

Avoiding showing off is harder than doing a deed

It is reported by Sayyiduna Aba Darda = Jwsatic2- that the Beloved
and Blessed Prophet Lok ds:al d= said, ‘Certainly doing a deed
and then saving it from showing off is harder than doing the deed
(in the first place). A man does a (good) deed and a virtue is recorded
for him as a deed done secretly and his reward is increased 70 fold,
then the devil remains with him (and distracts him) until that person
mentions his deed in front of people, then that deed is recorded as a
public one (instead of a secret one) and the 70 fold extra reward is
removed. Then the devil remains with him until he mentions it a
second time in front of people and wants people to talk about and
praise him for that deed, then his deed is erased even as a public
deed and recorded as showing off. Therefore every man should fear
Allah Jss3z, protect his religion and certainly showing off is (minor)
polytheism.’ (Attarghib Wattarhib, Kirdb—ul-Muqad{lumaﬁ, pp- 29, Hadis 56)

‘Allimah ‘Abdul Ghani Nabulusi w@alié#;«1z stated explaining to
us: Since there are satanic tricks and deceptions in showing off and
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sincerity it is necessary that you stay alert. If you cannot tell whether
you are being sincere or show off then it is better for you to keep
your good deeds secret, because for you, there is no harm in this.
(Al-Hadiga-tun-Nadiyyah, vol. 1, pp. 517)

Mayra her ‘amal bas Tayray wasitay ho
Ker ikhlas aysa ‘ata Ya Ilaht

May my every deed be for Your sake
Grant me such sincerity O my Lord

What is “Tahdis-e-Na’mat’?

Dear Islamic brothers! After the completion of any worship
mentioning it in front of people in order to express Allah’s blessing
upon you is called ‘“Tahdis-e-Na’mat’.

This also contains the possibility of sincerity and showing off and the
rule for this is the same as revealing a deed for inspiration, meaning
for a leader (who people will emulate) it is better to do this, but if he
intends to earn public praise then this is a sin. If doing this leads to
showing off in worship then it is a sin however the previous worship
will not be wasted, because the worship was performed properly,
and mentioning it to other people is a new act that occurred after its
completion which is a sin but does not waste the previously
performed worship. However, deeds which a person does not have
to reveal are better to be kept secret, as this will save you from many
dangers. If intention is to teach someone or this person is being
emulated then revealing is better than hiding.

(Al-Hadiga-tun-Nadiyyah, vol. 1, pp. 474)
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Look at your heart 101 times

Shaykh-e-Tariqat, Amir-e- Ahl-e-Sunnat <) 45 52 25 explained in
Faizan-e-Sunnat volume one, page 1453: It is permissible to expose
a good deed for the purpose of expressing Allah’s favour (Tahdis-e-
Na’mat). Similarly if a leader reveals a good deed in order to inspire
his followers then he is not a show off, but everyone should look 101
times at his heart before exposing a good deed in public, because
Satan is very deceiving, and he could use this as an excuse to incite
someone to show off.

For example he might whisper in your heart, ‘Say to people that you
are revealing your worship with the intention of expressing Allah’s
favour upon you.” When in actual, your heart is dancing inside due
to the respect that will be received from people. This is certainly
showing off and claiming to express Allah’s favour upon you is just
doubling the showing off and it also means that you are committing
the sin of lying.

For detailed knowledge on this topic please study the chapters about
intention, sincerity and showing off in Ihya-ul-‘Uliam, or Kimiyd-e-
Sa’adat which are Tasawwuf books by Hujjat-ul-Islam Sayyiduna
Imam Muhammad Ghazali Js«liéass2:12, If only Satan would not
prevent us from studying these works, as the wretched Satan will
never want a Muslim to perform a sincere and accepted deed.

O Rab Jss3= enable us to worship with sincerity and keep voluntary
fasts and to realise the tricks of the devil that he uses to ruin our
good deeds.

A . ‘
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Riya kariyaun say bacha Ya Illaht

Mujhay ‘abd-e-mukhlis bana Ya Ilaht

Save me from showing off O my Lord
Make me a sincere bondman O my Lord

Showing off is more hidden than the pace of an ant

Dear Islamic brothers! In terms of being open and concealed there
are two types of showing off, Riya-e-Jali (open showing off) and
Riya-e-Khafi (hidden showing off). Riya-e-Jali is that which urges
someone to perform a deed and gives encouragement for it. This is
clear and explicit showing off. Riya-e-Khafi is that which is hidden.
(Az-Zawajir ‘An-Igtiraf-il-Kabair, vol. 1, pp. 81)

The Revered and Renowned Prophet -lssaisade Sl 1= said: There is a
type of showing off which is more hidden than the pace of an ant.
(Majma’-uz-Zawaid, Kitdb—t,tz—ZulAzd, vol. 10, pp. 384, Hadis 17669)

Avoiding hidden showing off is extremely difficult, except for
whoever Allah Js=3= helps. Here are a few of its types:

4 Types of hidden showing off

1. Showing off that does not encourage any worship but decreases
its hardship and makes it easier. For example if someone is
habitual of offering Tahajjud every day but also finds it difficult,
however if a guest stays at his house or someone realises that
he offers Tahajjud then he becomes more energetic and he
offers happily.
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Showing off that does not encourage any worship or decrease
its hardship but because of this the victim secretly conceals
showing off like a stone secretly conceals fire. Identifying this
type of showing off is not easy. The biggest symptom of this is
that when people learn of a person’s worship he feels happy.
Many Islamic brothers are sincere in their worship and dislike
showing oftf and also succeed in completing their worship
without showing off but when other people learn of their good
deeds these worshippers feel happy and forget their hardships
during those worships. In this case they conceal showing off
the way a stone conceals fire. This happiness indicates hidden
showing off because if their hearts were not concerned about
other humans then they would not feel happy when people
discovered their deeds. Now if the worshippers do not despise
this happiness in their hearts then this feeling of showing off
grows even stronger and then they try to implicitly or indicatively
reveal their good deeds. In fact sometimes they adopt such habits
which publicise their deeds, for example speaking softly due to
weakness, or keeping their lips dry, or signs of fasting and tears,
crying due to fear of Allah Jss%, or yawning and stretching arms
due to staying awake at night to offer Tahajjud.

This is the showing off when a person shows off without the
desire for public attention and without feeling happy at his
worship being revealed, however < he feels happy when people
greet him with Salam before he greets them, < approach him
with humility and respect, ¢ praise him, < fulfil his needs
happily, < favour him in sales and purchase (either they sell
him things at reduced price or not receive money at all),
+ when he goes to any gathering they make room specifically
for him, + flatter him etc.
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However, if someone does not do any of these things properly
for him he feels disappointed. It is as though he does not want
for his unseen deeds to be revealed but in exchange for them
he does want public respect. If he had not done these good
deeds then his heart would not desire public respect either.
Whenever an Islamic brother falls prey to this type of showing
off a veil covers his mind and he is not content with knowing
that Allah Jss3= the Knower of hidden emotions is aware of his
good deeds. In all these cases he can lose the reward for his
worships and only Siddigin (Siddiq is a title of a very high
rank in mysticism) are prevented from this.

Were your needs not fulfilled!

Sayyiduna ‘Ali -5 4225 054l =55 said: Allah Jss3= will say to Qaris
on the Day of Judgement, ‘Were you not sold things for reduced
prices? Did people not greet you with Salam first? Were your needs
not fulfilled?” One Hadi$ (Qudsi) states, “There is no reward for you
because you have (already) taken your complete reward.’

(Az-Zawadajir ‘An-Iqtiraf-il-Kabadir, vol. 1, pp. 82)

Do not suffer loss

Sayyiduna Wahb Bin Munabbih « 4.4 2% said: Whilst travelling
in the path of Allah, a saint said to his companions, ‘We sacrificed
our money and children out of fear of disobedience but we fear that
the disobedience that rich men will encounter due to their fortunes
is less than the damage that we could encounter in our faith,
because when one of us meets another person he desires respect for
his religious status, and when he buys something he wishes for it be
sold to him at a reduced cost due to his religious status.’
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When news of this (conversation) reached the king he came with an
army to the saint. There were so many troops that they filled a
mountain and field. The saint asked one of them, ‘What is this?’
The man answered, “The king has come to meet you.” He said to a
servant, ‘Bring me some food.” The servant came back with some
spinach, olives and dates. The scholar opened his mouth wide and
began to eat large morsels. The king asked, “‘Where is your leader?
People replied, “This is him.” The king asked, ‘How are you?” The
saint replied, “The same as common people.” Listening to this, the
king responded, ‘There is no good in this man’, and returned. After
the king’s departure the saint said, ‘I thank Allah Jss3 for making
you turn away from me with condemnation.’

(Ihya-ul-‘Ulim, chapter 4, vol. 3, pp. 375, 376)

May Allah Jss3= have mercy on him and forgive us without
accountability for his sake!

4. There is a type of Riya-e-Khafi which is specific to preachers,
teachers and scholars. If any of them is a good speaker due to
his expertise in language skills, extensive study and strong
memory, or he has a good understanding of Shari’ah and
Tarigah, which leads to people admiring him, but then if
another scholar or preacher causes public reformation or if
people leave this person and crowd around another scholar or
Shaykh then he feels displeasure, then this proves that he has
become a victim of Riya-e-Khafi.

Similarly during a sermon if a wealthy or popular figure appears
he will terminate his sermon to welcome or praise him or he
will begin to speak more softly or articulately. On the other
hand if he extends the length of his sermon with the intention
of rectifying him in order to make him repent of his sins and
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evil deeds and reform him then this is a good intention but
even in this case there is a risk of being involved in showing
off. Therefore a preacher should look at all humans equally and
not distinguish the rich from the poor just on the basis of their
money or distinguish bigger people from smaller ones. In this
way Jssi=all-Cze) he will be safe from showing off.
(Al—[_—]adl’qa-le-Nadi)'yul;, vol. 1 pp. 476/477)

Allah’s sincere bondmen

Dear Islamic brothers! Allah’s sincere bondmen always remain afraid
of Riya-e-Khafi and attempt to avoid being deceived by other people
due to their good deeds. These blessed people struggle harder to hide
their good deeds more than sinners struggle to hide their sins, only
because they wish for their deeds to be sincere so that on the Day of
Judgement Allah Jss3 will reward them in front of all people and
they realise that in the court of Allah Js:3 only sincere deeds are
acceptable on the Day of Judgement. They are also aware that on
the Day of Judgement they will be extremely destitute and hungry
and that their money and children will be of no avail except those
who appear in the court of Allah Js=3= with a pure heart (protected
from sins). No father will help his son, even the greatest saints
(Siddiqin) will be solely concerned about themselves. Every soul shall
be shouting ‘myself, myself. When this will be the condition of even
the greatest saints then what will common people be experiencing?
Any person who finds in his heart the distinction between children,
madmen, and other people becoming aware of his deeds will
experience possibilities of showing off, because if he knew that only
Allah Jss3= grants benefit or harm and that only He Jss3< has power
over everything and no one else has the power to do anything, then
it would be the same for him whether his deed is revealed to a child
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or any other person and there would be no difference in the impact
on his heart by his deed being revealed to a child or an adult.

(Az-Zawadajir ‘An-Iqtiraf-il-Kabadir, vol. 1, pp. 82)

Remember all these signs of showing off are for yourself and not for
anyone else because these matters are related to the heart and no
one can know the contents of another person’s heart. Therefore do
not use these signs to make negative judgements about anyone else
because negative judgements are Haram and similarly suspecting
another person, exposing his faults, or searching for these signs
inside him in order to embarrass him is also Haram. (/hya-ul- Ulim,
chapter 3, vol. 2, pp. 150; Kitab-ul-Amr Bil-Ma’rif, vol. 2, pp. 399 — summarized)

Feeling happy when you are praised!

Dear Islamic brothers! Whenever anyone is praised for a good deed
it is natural for him to feel happy, but you must remember that
there are some cases for feeling happy on your (truthful) praise.
This happiness can be good or bad, therefore whenever we are
(truthfully) praised we should kindly prohibit the one praising us. If
he persists in praising us then instead of boasting we should make
good intentions about the happiness entering our hearts. There are
four cases for good happiness:

1. Make your mind that Allah Jss3< has blessed me by revealing
my good deeds to people because He Js=3= is the One who veils
good deeds and sins. Veiling my sins and revealing my good
deeds is the grace of Allah Jss3=. What greater blessing could
there be for a bondman that Allah Jss3< conceals his sins and
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reveals his good deeds! So a person should be happy due to this
merciful glance at him by Allah Js=3= and not be happy due to
public praise and respect (and this would not be showing off),
as Allah Jss3 has stated:

> 231 2k 1 P T
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Please declare, ‘Only Allah’s grace and only His mercy. And on it
let them rejoice. That is better than all their wealth.’

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 11, Sitrah Yinus, verse 58)

Sayyiduna Abii Zar = @sbic2s reported that the Greatest and Holiest
Prophet -lasaisact s Je was asked, ‘If a man does a good deed and
people praise him (is this showing off or not)?” He -Luasat Ja 1=
replied, “This is early good news for him (i.e. in this worldly life).’
(Sahih Muslim, Kitab-ul-Bir Was—Silaﬁ, pp. 1420, Hadis 2642)

Le. this is not showing off, rather it is a sign of acceptance that
people praise him themselves. In short showing off is related to the
intention of the doer. If he does it with the intention of public
attention and fame then this is showing off.

(Mirat-ul-Mandjth, vol. 7, pp. 129, — summarized)

2. Another form of good happiness is if he feels happy because he
thinks that if Allah Jss3= has concealed his sins and revealed his
good deeds in this world then He Js=3= will do this in the afterlife
as well. The Beloved Prophet -Lajsade dwai de said, ‘If Allah Jss32
conceals a bondman’s sins in this world then He Jss3= will conceal
them in the afterlife as well.’

(Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, Kitab-ut-Taubah, vol. 4, pp. 97, Hadis 10296)
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3. Or he can think that the people who become aware of my good
deeds will be encouraged to follow me and hence I will receive
double reward, one reward for actually doing the deed with the
intention of concealing it in the first place and secondly for the
deed being revealed and thus being followed by public, because
a leader is rewarded for all the individuals that follow him
without any reduction in their reward, therefore feeling happy
for this reason is fine because it is natural to feel joy and
happiness when seeing benefit.

Sadr-ush-Sharr’ah, Badr-ut-Tariqah, ‘Allamah, Maulana Mufti
Muhammad Amjad ‘Ali A’zami --8=Uiéz2721= wrote: This is if he
did not do the worship for people to discover and think of him
as a pious man, but rather he worshipped only for Allah Jss3=.
Then after the worship if people realise and he feels natural
happiness for being seen in a good state then this natural
happiness is not showing off. (Bahar-e-Shart’at, part 16, pp. 238)

Sayyiduna Aba Hurayrah 2z Jw:ie2- enquired, ‘O the Noble Prophet
lezalade Jwal ol T was in my home in my praying area, a man came
and saw me which made me feel happy that he saw me in this state
(is this showing off)?” He -issaisak i@ I= replied, ‘Aba Hurayrah!
There are two rewards for you, one for hidden worship and the
second for revealed worship.™

(Sharh-us-Sunnah, Kitab-ur-Ragag, vol. 7, pp. 346, Hadis 4036)

! Meaning you started your worship with sincerity in that you were praying in a corner
of your house, and then Allah Jss5 revealed your deed, which is His grace. You felt happy
knowing that a Muslim did not see you in an undesirable condition rather in a good
condition, and this happiness is also due to Allah’s grace, for which you will be rewarded
too because this joy was due to gratitude not pride. (Mirar-ul-Mandjih, vol. 7, pp. 133)
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4. Sometimes a man feels happy because Allah Js=3= gave him the
ability to do a good deed which earned him the respect and
love of other people, because some Muslim sinners ridicule
and hurt worshippers when they see them. A sign of sincerity
in this case is that the way he feels happy when he is praised he
should feel happy when other people are praised also.

Condemnable happiness is when a man is happy to see other
people respecting and honouring him and he desires that they
praise him, fulfil his needs, walk behind him., etc.

(Az-Zawadjir, vol. 1, pp. 77)

Tremble for fear of Allah Js5=!

Whenever someone pays you a complement then think carefully
(do Fikr-e-Madinah'): Does the reason for this compliment actually
exist in me or not? For example, someone said that I am pious and
righteous, but do I really fit the Shar’ criteria for righteousness/
piety? Even if this compliment is true then how do I deserve the
credit? It is a gift from my Creator Js=3=, and also deeds depend
upon one’s death, yet I do not know whether or not I will die as a
believer. What if I am summoned in front of these very people and
told, ‘O sinner! O deceiver! O show off! Were you not ashamed to buy
worldly objects in exchange for Allah’s obedience? You were looking
at people’s hearts but were not content with Allah’s merciful glance
at you. You only loved His bondmen not Allah Js=3=. You beautified

! Fikr-e-Madinah is a term used in Dawat-e-Islami which refers to the act of holding
oneself accountable for sins, pondering over grave and resurrection, and filling in
Madani In’amat booklet whilst reflecting upon virtuous and evil deeds.
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yourself in ways disliked by Allah Js:3= for the sake of people, and
you moved far from Allah Js=3= to get close to people.

Training ground for showing off

These days the completion of Hifz-ul-Quran by a boy or girl is
usually followed by a fancy celebratory event in which he or she is
rewarded with flower garlands, various gifts and piles of compliments.
In Faizan-e-Sunnat volume 1 page 1448 Amir-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat
a5l 233555 24 invited the organisers of such events to do ‘Fikr-e-
Madinah’: Family members probably think that they are encouraging
these young children, but I apologetically would like to comment
that ‘it was due to your child’s high-spiritedness that he or she
completed his or her Hifz. However it is certainly important to
encourage a child at the beginning of his or her Hifz in order to
motivate him or her to complete the Hifz. On the other hand you
need to ask yourself whether in a Hifz-ceremony your Hafiz child is
being encouraged or being pumped with vanity. What if our ‘blessed
Hifz-ceremonies’ are actually training grounds of showing off for
these plain and simple Hafiz children!

I have searched rigorously for sincerity in such ceremonies but I have
been unable to find it. In fact sometimes, Jss3 «li 3+, even photos
are taken. Also the sin of taking photos occurs in many ‘fasting
ceremonies’ of small Madani boys and girls. Jss3 «Ui:Tz ¢ there
would be more blessings if these ceremonies were simple, if instead
of inviting a crowd of people, you were to present them in the
courts of Islamic scholars and request them to pray for the child to
remember and act upon the Holy Quran for the rest of his life.
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In summary, you should think carefully about what benefits you will
have in the afterlife in exchange for this ceremony you are about to
arrange? If your heart is really satisfied that your intention behind
this Hifz-ceremony is not to show off and you are also certain that
your Madani child is in no danger of showing off, meaning you have
gifted him the best education about sincerity, then surely arrange
the ceremony. May Allah Jss3= accept it!

(Faizan-e-Sunnat, vol. 1, chapter: Blessings of Ramadan, pp. 1448)
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Showing off even in avoiding sins

Hakim-ul-Ummat Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan oti4z2-41c wrote: Piety
has two components: (1) Performing good deeds and (2) Avoiding
sins, and the main component is to avoid sins. Good deeds are easy
but avoiding Haram things and evils are extremely difficult.

(Mirat-ul-Mandjth, vol. 6, pp. 634)

Dear Islamic brothers! The way that good deeds can become victim
to showing off it is also possible to show off whilst avoiding sins
because avoiding a sin is also a good deed and the devil will never
want any Muslim to succeed in earning any reward. Therefore if a
person abstains from a sin so that other people call him a pious person
who fears Allah Jss3¢, and a worshipper then this is total showing
off. Therefore even in avoiding sins your intention should be to
please Allah Js=3. You can make secondary intentions additionally
(to refrain from a sin) such as:
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1. People might see me committing this sin and copy me which
will increase my sin.

2. This sin will degrade me in the eyes of other people and they
will no longer follow me and no longer accept my call towards
righteousness, and thus I will be deprived of the reward for
reforming other people, etc.

Sign of sincerity

A sign of sincerity in avoiding a sin is to avoid the sin in solitude just
as one avoids it in public. Anyway, sins must be avoided at all costs
and one should continue his efforts to create sincerity in his heart.

How is it to leave worship due to fear of showing off?

Dear Islamic brothers! Satan might whisper in your heart saying, ‘If
showing off is so dangerous and it is so difficult to avoid it then don’t
do any good deeds at all so that at least you will be safe from the
punishment of showing off.” To such Islamic brothers I would say that
it is unwise to refrain from doing good deeds due to fear of showing
off because then you will lose out rewards on both sincerity and a
good deed. Sayyiduna Fudayl Bin ‘Iyad <&t Jw.4#s said, “To leave a
deed for the sake of people is showing off and to do a good deed for
other people is (minor) polytheism, and sincerity is that Allah Jss3=
saves you from both these things.” (Az-Zawajir, vol. 1, pp. 76)

Therefore instead of abstaining from doing good deeds we should
rectify our intention because if a fly lands on your nose then you
would swat the fly away and not cut off your nose.
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Just the thought of showing off is not a sin

Dear Islamic brothers! Just the thought of showing off entering your
heart and merely feeling the inclination to show off is not harmful,
because Satan exists with everyone and it is not possible for a human
to totally prevent Satan from whispering in his heart or to prevent
himself from being inclined to his whispers, that is why the devil
never stops whispering in human hearts. However we should not let
these whispers settle in our hearts and fight the tricks of the Satan
with the weapon of religious knowledge, resentment and rejection.
(Al-Hadiga-tun-Nadiyyah, vol. 1, pp. 496)

Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Abbas L= Jwalie: reported the following Hadi$ of
the Greatest and Holiest Prophet -l s d&eil 1= All praise is for
Allah Js=3= who converted the trickery and deception of Satan into
whispers. (Sunan Abt Dawud, Kitab-ul-Adab, vol. 4, pp. 425, Hadis 5112)

Sayyiduna Abu Hazim -9 aliaas0 242 said, ‘If a (negative) thought
arises from your Nafs and is desired by your Nafs but you continue
to rebuke it then these satanic whispers and negative thoughts from
the Nafs will not harm you as long as you use rejection and resentment
to prevent Satan and your Nafs from succeeding.’

(Ihya-ul-‘Ulam, vol. 3, pp. 385)
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Make Satan fail

Dear Islamic brothers! The aim of Satan is to prevent us from doing
good deeds and indulge us in sins, so instead of refraining from
good deeds due to fear of showing off you should do excessive good
deeds in order to humiliate and disgrace him [Satan]. Satan is like a
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barking dog, in that if we go close to it and try to shut it up it will
bark even more and if we ignore it and go along our way then it will
eventually stop barking. Similarly Satan at first advises us to avoid
good deeds, if we ignore his advice and do good deeds, he tries to
trick us into making such a mistake for which Allah Jss3= rejects
that deed. If he still fails then he whispers thoughts of showing off
into our hearts and incites us to show off. If we do not bother about
that as well, and continue to do Fikr-e-Madinah and stay focussed
on good deeds then he will whisper into our hearts and say, ‘Your
deeds are not sincere. You are a show off. Your efforts are pointless.
What good is there in an insincere deed?” Thus he remains clung on
to us to convince us to refrain from doing that good deed in
whatever way he can, and if we refrain from the deed then Satan has
succeeded. Therefore whatever happens, do not let him rejoice, and
ensure that you remain steadfast on good deeds so that he loses
hope in misguiding us and becomes despaired. This would be our
success and his failure!

Sayyiduna Ibrahim Taymi «.2)-Ui4ass 21 said, ‘Satan calls man to a
door of sin, but the man does not comply with him and instead he
does a good deed. When Satan sees this he leaves the man.” He
<477 also said, ‘When Satan sees you hesitating (you sometimes
do a good deed and sometimes not) then he feels interested in you,
but when he sees you steadfast on good deeds he hates you and leaves
you alone.” (Ihiya-ul-Ulim, vol. 3, pp. 386)

Will we save ourselves from Satan if we stop our good deeds?

Then what guarantee is there that we will be safe from Satan if we
discontinue our good deeds due to fear of showing off. Remember,
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Satan will still continue to pursue us, in fact he might possibly say to
us, ‘People say that you discontinued your good deed for sincerity
and you have no desire for fame, now you are popular for your
sincerity so you should leave this place.” Even if we leave that place
and suppose that we start living in a cave or underground, he will
make our hearts feel joy by whispering to us, ‘People think that you
are an ascetic and they are aware of your isolation and respect you

for this reason.” -l 3 &5 [and so on...]

Thus at every single step of the way he will continue to create
problems for us. Therefore we should not discontinue good deeds
for fear of showing off and we should not either pay much attention
to whispers of Satan.

Example of a person who discontinues good deed for

fear of showing off

Hujjat-ul-Islam Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazali us)aliaassaie
wrote in Ihyd-ul-‘Uliim: A man who refrains from doing a good deed
for fear of showing off is like a man whose master gives him some
wheat which is mixed with other seeds that look like wheat and he
instructs the servant to separate the two so that only wheat remains.
Now the servant fears that he may not be able to completely clean
and separate the wheat, so consequently he does not do anything at
all. Similar to him is a man who completely discontinues a good deed
due to fear of insincerity and thinks to himself, ‘If I cannot do it
sincerely then what is the point of doing it at all?’

(Ihya-ul-‘Ulam, vol. 3, pp. 395)
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What will people say?

Dear Islamic brothers! A person might refrain from doing a good
deed because he fears being called a show off by other people and
fears them falling into the sin of evil-assumption about another
Muslim, therefore he believes that by avoiding a good deed he is
actually saving people from committing a sin. This is also a satanic
trick, because firstly this man is the one who is wrongfully making a
negative-assumption about other Muslims (that they would commit
the sin of evil assumption) which was not his right. Also even if this
was true it would not have harmed him, but he has shot himself in
the foot by refraining from doing a good deed and losing out on an
opportunity to accumulate reward.

Secondly, refraining from a good deed due to fear of being called a
show off, is also showing off, because if this man was not bothered
about being praised or insulted by other people then he would not be
bothered about whether or not people call him a show off or sincere
man. (/hya-ul-‘Ulim, vol. 3, pp. 395)

Signs of a show off

Sayyiduna ‘Ali-ul-Murtada -3 4345 Js340 255 said: There are three
signs of a show off:

1. When alone he is lazy in deeds but when in public he is energetic,
1. when praised he increases his deeds,

2. when criticised he decreases his deeds. (Az-Zawajir, vol. 1, pp. 75)
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Sayyiduna Khuwajah Hasan Basri -2 «bidaz; 41 used to say, ‘Any
person who humiliates himself in front of a gathering is actually
praising himself and this is also one of the signs of showing off.’

(Tcmbl’fl—Ltl-MLtghmrrl'n, pp.24)
s e ez oy © T P
w2 ledeal e A de e

We are not showing off are we?

Dear Islamic brothers! We should very honestly analyse ourselves.
Are we lazy in worship when alone but energetic in public? Do we
unnecessarily expose our good deeds to people after doing them?
Then if someone praises us do we feel proud and increase our deed?
Do we feel sad if no one praises us and decrease our religious deeds?
Do we enjoy worshipping in public but not in solitude? Do we criticise
ourselves in front of other people in order to impress them? etc.

Repent of showing off

Dear Islamic brothers! If the answer to these questions is yes then the
first thing you should immediately do is repent and make efforts to
be sincere. Lest we should pass away before repenting and face the
harms of showing off in the afterlife.

Blessing of repenting of showing off

Hakim-ul-Ummat Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan o&Jidzss 0= wrote: Bear
in mind that that showing off does not make a deed impermissible,
rather it creates a possibility of it not being accepted. If a show off
finally repents of his sin then he does not have to redo his former
insincere deeds, but rather due to the blessing of his repentance his
former insincere deeds will also be accepted. It is extremely difficult
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for any worship to be absolutely free from any amount of showing
off, and no one should refrain from performing good deeds due the
tear of showing off but rather he should pray for safety from showing
off. (Mirat-ul-Mandjth, vol. 7, pp. 127)

Cure the disease of showing off

Dear Islamic brothers! If we feel signs of this disease of showing
off in our hearts then we should not delay its treatment after
repentance. When we attempt to treat our inward character then
Jssie AUz ¢) our outward will also be sound. The Mercy for the
entire creation, the Guide to the path of salvation -l et 1= said,
‘Whoever rectifies his inward Allah Jss3= will rectify his outward.’
(Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, Kitab-ul-Akhlaq, vol. 3, pp. 13, Hadis 5273 — summarized)

Do not despair

We should not despair and say, ‘Only great saints &4l 2322 can
succeed in being sincere, but we cannot’, and not even attempt to be
sincere. Dear Islamic brothers! There is no doubt that although it is
not impossible but certainly extremely difficult for sinners such as
ourselves to perfectly emulate the friends of Allah, however it would
be extremely foolish for us to use this as an excuse to avoid any
attempts of rectifying ourselves. Even though we cannot be exactly
the same as these auspicious individuals but in light of their biographies
and teachings at least we can rectify our intentions and our matters.
At least we can keep or Nafs away from self-gratification. At least
we can consider what is beneficial or harmful for us in the afterlife
and what pleases or displeases our Almighty Lord Jss3<.
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Do not be afraid of difficulty

The older a disease gets the harder it becomes to treat. So we should
make our mind that just as we are ready to take unpleasant bitter
medicines in order to cure our physical illnesses similarly we will
endure every form of difficulty in order to treat this inner disease of
showing off Jssi=«l-Cz¢). Enduring these difficulties will be difficult
in the beginning but gets easier over time. Just as we find it very hard
to do Wuda with cold water in extremely cold temperature but once
we muster up the courage to pour the first few drops on our body
the rest gets easier.

Gham say khiigar huwa insan to mit jata hay gham
Mushkilayn itnt paiin mujh per kay asan ho gayin

When man gets used to sadness then it goes away
I suffered so many hardships that now they are easy

10 CURES FOR SHOWING OFF

7
— II”‘J/ cure

Ask Allah &3¢ for help

Dear Islamic brothers! Prayer is the weapon of a believer, we should
use it in our war against Satan and our Nafs and pray to Allah Jss3<
saying, ‘O Allah Jss3= cure me from the sickness of showing off. Fill
my empty hands with the wealth of sincerity. I am fighting a war
against an enemy [Satan] that can see me but is invisible to me, but
You see him - O Allah Js:3 save me from the trickery deception
of this enemy. O Allah Jss3= I seek Your protection from being
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perceived as admirable and pious in public but worthy of
punishment in Your court.’

Mayra her ‘amal bas Tayray wasitay ho
Ker ikhlas aysa ‘ata Ya llaht

May all my deeds for Your sake only
Grant me such sincerity O Allah

7
\S(/‘L‘Ol a cure

Focus on the harms of showing off

Dear Islamic brothers! What we should do is focus on the harms of
showing off because people love a thing that they perceive as being
useful and delicious but when they find it out being harmful then
they avoid it. For example, let’s say an Islamic brother likes honey
due to its taste and sweetness but if someone tells him that this
honey which you are about to drink has poison in it then instead of
thinking about its sweetness he will think about its poison and
definitely refrain from drinking it in any case.

Similarly exposing your good deeds in front of other people and
receiving praise from them is definitely enjoyable for your Nafs but
instead of thinking about this enjoyment if we think about the
harms of showing off then it will be easier for us to avoid it. Is it not
enough harm that because of showing off in spite of working so
hard to do a good deed you will receive no reward? What do you
think about a labourer who works hard all day long in undesirable
conditions but when pay-time comes he is refused any salary
because he made a mistake during his job?
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How sad it is that a show oft will subjected to torture along without
being deprived of reward! How foolish is a man who can sell
something for millions but ends up selling it for a few pennies just
for temporary pleasures! This is how foolish a worshipper is who
desires to captivate people instead of seeking the closeness of his
Creator Js=! It is as though this show off exchanges the love of
people for Allah’s disobedience, he seeks the praise of people in
exchange for Allah’s condemnation, he desires the happiness of
people in exchange for Allah’s displeasure, he sells the eternal
blessings of Paradise in exchange for this mortal world. Also bear in
mind that to please every single human is like digging a stream of
milk, in that if some people approve of something there will be
many who do not.

Example of a show off

A show off is like a man who enters a market to shop with a pocketful
or bagful of stones. When people see him they say in amazement,
‘Look at how full his pocket is!” When he opens his pocket or bag in
front of a shop owner he will be embarrassed and he will be rebuked.
He will receive no benefit except the initial public praise. Similarly,
show offs gain nothing but public fame and no reward in the afterlife.
(Derived from: Az-Zawdjir, vol. 1, pp. 76)

‘7/1 il’(/ cure

Eliminate the causes
Dear Islamic brothers! Every disease has a cause. If the cause is

eliminated then so is the disease. Showing off has three primary causes,
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if we succeed in eliminating these three causes then Jssiz«liUze) it

will be very easy to save ourselves from it. Here are the three causes:
(1) Desire for praise (2) Fear of condemnation (3) Greed for money.

How to control desire for praise?

In order to control our desire for praise we ought to ponder about

the following disadvantages:

5 Disadvantages of desiring fame

1.

The Beloved and Blessed Prophet -lssasat dial 1= said, ‘Avoid
mixing the obedience of Allah Jsz3= with love of public praise
so that your deeds are not ruined.’

(Al-Firdaus-ul-Akhbar lil-Daylmi, vol. 1, pp. 223, Hadis 1567)

The Greatest and Holiest Prophet -lssalsat s 1= said, “The love
of richness and status increase hypocrisy in a Muslim’s heart
just like water increases the growth of grass.’

(Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, vol. 15, pp. 95/96, Hadis 40652, 40661, 40663)

The Noblest Prophet -iesasak Jisati 1= said, “Two hungry wolves
that are let loose on a herd of sheep do not cause as much
damage as the desire for fortune and respect cause damage to a
Muslim’s religion.’

(Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, Kitab-ul-Akhlag, vol. 3, pp. 185, Hadis 7433)

Rahzan nay liit It kamayi
Faryad hay Khizr-e-Hashimf say
A bandit stole all my earnings
Help me O Héashimi Khizr
(Haddaig-e-Bakhshish)
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4. The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, the Owner
of Jannah -iesalsete i I= said, ‘Love of praise makes a man blind
and deaf’ (Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, Kitab-ul-Akhlag, vol. 3, pp. 185, Hadis 7428)

5. Sayyiduna Aba ‘Abdullah Antaki s@i«bidzss1z used to say, ‘Any
man who desires sincerity in his outer actions but his heart
looks at people is in pursuit of something impossible, because
sincerity is water for the heart and showing off kills it.”

(Tanbih-ul-Mughtarrin, pp. 24)

Reflect (do Fikr-e-Madinah)

Try to reflect (do Fikr-e-Madinah) in this manner: For people to
say a few words in my praise or look at me in an admirable way or
for me to gain fame is undoubtedly very enjoyable for my Nafs but
these compliments cannot guarantee success for me in the court of
Allah Jss3< on the Day of Judgement because on that day these same
people will themselves be shivering with fear of punishment. Their
praise will not increase my livelihood or life-span or grant me any
sort of status in the afterlife so what benefit is there in wanting
compliments from such people? Why should I do good deeds in
order to show these people, rather I should do them for the pleasure
of Allah Jss3=.

Aj banta hiin mu’aziz jo khulay hashr mayn ‘ayb
Haye ruswayi ki afat mayn phansiin ga Ya Rab
Today I act respectable but if my faults are exposed on

the Day of Judgement
Ah! I will fall into the calamity of disgrace
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Liking false praise is Haram

A’la Hadrat <& 0@ 4 &2 wrote in Fatawa Razawiyyah volume 21,
page 597: If someone enjoys his false praise, and he wants people to
compliment him for qualities that he does not really possess then
this is clearly and absolutely Haram. Allah Js=3= said:
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Do not ever think of those who rejoice for their deeds and wish to be
praised without doing (good deeds) — do not ever think that they are
far away from the punishment; and for them is a painful punishment.

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 3, Siirah Al-e-‘Imran, verse 188)

When is it recommended to like being praised?

A’la Hadrat «kJ.b1é#2 also wrote: However if the compliment is true,
even with a common interpretation, such as Shams-ul-Aimmah (the
sun of scholars), Fakhr-ul-‘Ulama (the pride of scholars), Taj-ul-
‘Arifin (the crown of saints) etc., (such titles are in comparison to
other scholars of the same era or city), and he does not feel happy
because he is complimented in fact he feels happy because the public
will religiously benefit from these compliments by appreciating this
scholar and accepting his advice wholeheartedly then this is not in
actual fact ‘loving self-praise’ in fact it is ‘loving the welfare of
Muslims’ which is a part of our faith.

It states in Tarigah Muhammadiyyah and Hadiqah Nadiyyah:
There are three causes for the desire to rule and love, secondly he
wants power for the purpose of establishing justice, glorifying Islam
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and rectifying the society. If this is free from prohibited things such
as showing off, deception, missing any Wajib or Sunnah then not
only is this permissible in fact it is recommended (and a cause of
earning reward). Allah Jss3 narrated the statement of pious people
(that they pray to Him saying the following), ‘O Allah Js==! Make
us leaders for pious and fearful people.” (Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 21, pp. 597)

How do we cure the fear of public criticism?

We can cure the fear of public criticism by thinking that public
criticism will not make my death come any earlier, or decrease my
livelihood. If my Creator Js=3= is pleased with me then the anger of
people can cause me absolutely no harm. These people are themselves
helpless. They do not own any benefit or harm or life or death for
themselves so why should I perform or leave good deeds just to avoid
their criticism. I must only fear my Creator’s wrath.

Certainly, any person who feels a difference in his heart due to his
deeds being known by children, madmen or adults will show off,
because if he believed that the Bestower of benefit or harm, the One
who has power over everything is only Allah Jss3< and no one else
possesses any personal power over anything then it would not make
a difference to him whether his deeds are known by children,
madmen or adults and the awareness of his deeds by children or
adults would not change the state of his heart.

How do we cure our greed for fortune?

In order to save ourselves from greed of fortune we must make our
mind that in terms of giving or taking wealth the hearts of men are
controlled by Allah Jss3<. Humans are simply dependant, and only
Allah Js=3= grants livelihood. A man who covets other people’s money
will one day be humiliated, and even if he succeeds in acquiring
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another person’s wealth he will have to bear the burden of other
person’s favour. So when it is not even certain that I will acquire
wealth and I risk being disgraced then why should I impress people
by showing them my worship in order to attain money from them?
Instead I ought to worship in order to please my Lord Jss3<.

Save yourself from loving this world

These three causes of showing off are related to this world, so
therefore if we remove the love of this world from our hearts then it
will not be difficult to avoid these three causes, and consequently
Jss2aliECa¢) it will become extremely simple to save ourselves from
showing off. The Beloved and Blessed Prophet -lsasat e le said,
‘Love of this world is the root of all evil.’

(Mishkat-ul-Masabth, Kitab-ur-Ragagq, vol. 2, pp. 250, Hadis 5212)
Picha mayra dunya ki mahabbat say chura day
Ya Rab mujhay diwanah Madinay ka bana day

Save me from me love of this world
O Lord make me devoted to Madinah

Sourth
— ()l,ll"/ 1 cure

Be sincere
The Revered and Renowned Prophet -l 4is < Js s I said, ‘Act
sincerely for Allah Jssi= because Allah Jss3 only accepts deeds that
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are performed sincerely for Him, and do not say, I have done this
deed for Allah Js53< and a relationship.’

(Sunan Dar Quini, Kirdb—uf—,TaﬁdmlAl, vol. 1, pp. 73, Hadis 130)

Dear Islamic brothers! Just as we use good quality soap or washing
powder to wash stains away from clothes similarly in order to clean
the dirt of showing off from our hearts we must use the soap of
sincerity. Sincerity is the opposite of showing off. In order to achieve
this magnificent blessing please focus on its excellence:

6 Excellences of sincerity

1. The Holy Quran states:
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Whoever desires harvest of the Hereafter, We increase the harvest
for him; and whoever desires the harvest of this world — We shall
give him part of it, and he has no share in the Hereafter.

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 25, Sirah Ash-Shiira, verse 20)

The renowned Quranic commentator, Hakim-ul-Ummat
Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan o) «liéas0 <12 commented about the
aforementioned verse saying: (Whoever desires harvest of the
Hereafter) meaning he aspires for the pleasure of Allah Jss3<
and happiness of the Beloved Prophet -lsal:atd@at l=, and he
does not act to show off. (We increase the harvest for him)
meaning We grant him the ability to do even more good deeds,
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and make good deeds easy for him, and We will reward him
unlimitedly for his deeds. (Whoever desires the harvest of this
world) meaning someone who acts only for worldly benefit, he
becomes a scholar or Haji for fame, or he fights for war spoils.
(We shall give him part of it, and he has no share in the Hereafter)
because he did not act for the afterlife.

We learn that a show off does not receive any reward even though
according to Shari’ah his worship is valid. A Salah which one
offers to show off will fulfill a person’s Fard but not earn him
any reward that is why the Holy Quran limits this to (no reward
in the afterlife).” (Nir-ul-‘Irfan, pp. 774)

The Beloved Prophet .l dsat I said, ‘Be sincere in your
religion even a few good deeds will suffice for you.’

(Al-Mustadrak, Kitab-ur-Raqgag, vol. 5, pp. 435, Hadis 7914)

Sayyiduna Anas = Jtsai 2z reported the following statement of
the Noblest Prophet -l s <k ds e 1=, “Whoever passed away
whilst being sincere for Allah Js=3= in all his deeds and punctual
in Salah and fasting (then) Allah Jssi< is pleased with him.’

(Al -Mustadrak, vol. 3, pp. 65, Ragm-ul-Hadis 3330 Multagatan)

Sayyiduna Anas Bin Malik 2= e o7 reported the following
statement of the Prophet of Rahmah -izsalsxt Jisain I=: In the end
of times my Ummah will split into three groups. One group
shall worship Allah Jssi< sincerely, the second will worship
Allah Js=3= to show off, and third will worship in order to seize
public wealth. When Allah Jss3= resurrects them on the Day of
Judgement He Js=3= will ask the one that seized public wealth,
‘T swear by My greatness and glory! What was your intention
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by worshipping Me?” He will say, ‘I swear by Your greatness and
glory! To show off to other people.” Allah Jss3= will say, ‘I do not
accept any of his deeds. Take him to Hell.’

Then He Js=3= will ask the one that worshipped sincerely, ‘I
swear by My greatness and glory! What was your intention by
worshipping Me? He will answer, ‘T swear by Your greatness
and glory! You know my intention better. I only intended to
please You.” Allah Js=3= will say, ‘My bondman spoke the truth.
Take him to Paradise.” (Al-Mu ‘jam-ul-Awsat, vol. 4, pp. 30, Ragm 5105)

Sayyiduna Anas i Ji5 4l o0 reported that the Revered and
Renowned Prophet -ialsak Jsal 3= said, ‘Whoever intends to
earn the afterlife, Allah Jss3= will place contentment in his
heart and solve his necessities and the world will come to him
being disgraced, and whoever intends to acquire the world then
Allah Jss3= will place poverty in front of his eyes and would
keep his matters unsolved and he will only have access to the
world till the extent of what is written for him.’

(Mishkat-ul-Masabth, Kitab-ur-Raqgagq, vol. 2, pp. 267, Hadis 5320)

Hakim-ul-Ummat, Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan ot)éa2z242 gave the
following comments on this Hadis: Meaning a sincere person
is blessed with contentment by Allah Jss3 and his different
necessities come together in one place so that all his needs are
tulfilled whilst sitting at home. He does not need to walk
towards his necessities in fact his necessities come to him.
Whoever devotes himself to Allah Js:3¢, becomes a beloved
bondman of Allah Jss3<. An animal that is tied to a peg finds all
its necessities brought to it.
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The world here refers to worldly blessings and also worldly
people, meaning worldly possessions and worldly people come
to him as servants as is being experienced at the courts of saints.

Woh kay is dar ka huwa, khalg-e-Khuda us kt huyt
Woh kay is dar say pﬁird, Allah us say pfzir gaya

Poverty in this Hadi$§ means dependency upon other people, i.e.
always needing them, being pushed around on their doorsteps,
and needing to flatter them. Meaning his heart will remain
stressed, in that sometimes he runs after bread, sometimes
after clothes, and sometimes for other necessities, and he will
not have any time to remember Allah Jss3=. This is proven by
experience. Meaning his running around will not increase his
world, rather only his worries will increase. He will only gain as
much of the world as is destined for him.

(Mirat-ul-Mandjth, vol. 7, pp. 131)

The Greatest and Holiest Prophet -lsalsae szl 1= has stated, ‘If
anyone among you performs any deed in a strong rock that has
neither door nor skylight, still his deed will become known, and
what is predestined will take place under any circumstance.’
(Al-Musnad lil-Imam Ahmad Bin Hanbal, vol. 4, pp. 57, Hadis 11230)

Hakim-ul-Ummat Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan Na'imi s@alidassate
commented on this Hadis: The meaning of this blessed statement
is, why do you ruin your reward by showing off? Act sincerely,
be secretive, and Allah Js=3= will publicise your deeds Himself.
The hearts of people will automatically consider you pious. This
has been proven by experience, in that some people offer Tahajjud
secretly and people begin talking about their performance of
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Tahajjud, and the light of Tahajjud or any other good deed
shines on the person’s face. This is witnessed day in day out.
People refer to Sayyiduna Ghaus-e-Pak and Khuwajah Ajmayri
Jesaliea=s as saints because Allah Jss3 is making them famous
as such, and this is what this Hadi$ means.

(Mirat-ul-Mandjth, vol. 7, pp. 145)

Example of a sincere Muslim
The Holy Quran gives the following example of a sincere Muslim:
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And the example of those who spend their wealth in order to seek
Allah’s pleasure and for strengthening their heart is like garden on an
elevated ground — heavy rain fell on it, so bringing forth its fruit
twofold; so if hard rain does not reach it, the dew is enough; and
Allah is seeing your deeds.

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 3, Sirah AZ-Baqamﬁ, verse 265)

In his Tafsir Khazain-ul-Trfan Sadr-ul-Afadil Sayyiduna Maulana
Na'imuddin Muradabadi w6l <l &7 «dc commented on this verse
saying: This is an example of a sincere Muslim’s deeds. The way a
garden situated on good land and a high place blossoms well in any
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case regardless of whether there is little or heavy rain, similarly
regardless of whether a sincere Muslim’s donations are many or few,
Allah Jss3¢ increases them, and He Js=3 knows your intention and
sincerity. (Khazain-ul-‘Irfan, pp. 81)

Who is sincere?

When is a man sincere? Here are a few quotes of some saints
Jesal 242 regarding this matter:

1. Sayyiduna Yahya Bin Mu’az «k w414+ was asked, “When does
a man become sincere?” He «& Ji il &% replied, “When his
habits are like an infant; complimenting an infant does not
make it happy and insulting it does not offend it. Just as it does
not bother about compliments or insults, similarly when a man
becomes like this then he can be called sincere.’

(Akhlag-us-Salihin, published by Maktaba-tul-Madinah, Karachi)

2. A person asked Sayyiduna Zunniin Misri «-#ilidzsaiz, “When
should a man consider himself sincere?” He «t a4 answered,
‘When he exerts his total efforts in doing good deeds but desires
not to be respected.’ (Tanbth-ul-Mughtarrin, pp. 23)

3. A pious person was asked, ‘Who is a sincere person? He answered,
‘A sincere man is one who hides his good deeds like his sins.’

4. Another pious person «kJ.i14#, was asked, “‘What is the limit
of sincerity?” He «t J&.14#- answered, ‘“That you do not desire
public praise.” (Az-Zawajir, vol. 1, pp. 90)
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Yaksan ho madh-o-zam mujh pay ker do karam

Na khushi ho na gham Tajdar-e-Haram

May praise and condemnation be equal to me, have mercy on me
May I never feel joy or sadness O King of Madinah

2 Rdesan o odknls

The pleasure of Allah 3¢ is the greatest of all blessings

Sayyiduna Abu Sa’id Khudri «= Jsai o2 reported this saying of the
Beloved and Blessed Prophet -4t e de: Certainly Allah Jss3<
will say to the dwellers of Paradise, ‘O residents of Paradise!” They
will respond, ‘O our Lord Jss3= we are present and all goodness
comes from You.” Allah Jssi= will ask, ‘Are you happy?” They will
reply, ‘O our Lord Js=3:! Why would we not be happy for You have
granted to us what You did not grant to any of Your other creations.’
Allah Js=3= will reply, ‘Shall I not grant you a greater blessing than
this?” They will ask, “What greater blessing is there than this?’
Allah Jss3= will say, ‘T grant you my pleasure, so from today I will
never be displeased with you.” (Sakih Bukhari, vol. 3, pp. 260, Hadis 6539)

:71&[/1 cure

Guard your intentions

The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, the Owner of
Jannah -ics 4« s 3= said, ‘Actions depend on intentions, and
every man will get whatever he intends.’

(Sahih Bukhari, Kitab-ul-Iman, pp- 7, Hadis 54)
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Sayyiduna Aba Misa Ash’ari = Jsa o2 reported that the Prophet
of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah -tz a Jisa0 1= was asked,
‘One man fights to demonstrate courage, another to demonstrate
patriotism, and a third to show off — which of them is fighting in
the path of Allah Js:3:? He -lssalsade @il I= answered, “The one who
fights for the only reason that the Kalimah (word) of Allah Jss5 is
elevated is a warrior in the path of Allah Jss3<”

(Sahih Bukhari, Kitab-ul-Jihad, vol. 2, 4, pp. 256, 561, Hadis 2810, 7458)

From this Hadi$ we learn that sincerity and the pleasure of Allah Jss3<
is a condition for the acquisition of any reward for any good deed.
(Fuyiid-ul-Bart, vol. 11, 12, pp. 194)

What is intention?
The literal definition of intention is, ‘A firm determination of the
heart’, and in terms of SharT’ah it is, ‘An intention of worship’.

(Derived from: Nuzﬁal—ul-erl’ Sharh Sahih Bukhari, vol. 1, pp. 226)

More intentions, more rewards

Dear Islamic brothers! The more intentions there are in a deed the
more reward there is. For example, whilst helping a needy relative if
your intention is only to please Allah Js:3= then you will be rewarded
for one intention and if you also intend to treat relative with kindness
then you will be rewarded for two intentions.

(Ashi’a-tul-Lam’at, vol. 1, pp. 36)

Likewise, walking to a Masjid to offer Salah is also a deed and can
include many intentions. In Fatawa Razawiyyah volume 5, page
673, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat Ash-Shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan
o7 &#z1c mentioned forty intentions for this and said, ‘Certainly,
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the one who has knowledge of intentions can accumulate rewards
of many virtues bY a single deed.’ (Fatawa Razawiyyafz, vol. 5, pp. 673)

In fact you can gain reward by making good intentions in permissible
actions as well. For example when applying fragrance if your intention
is to follow a Sunnah, respect the Masjid, freshen your mind and
remove unpleasant odours from your Islamic brothers then you will
be rewarded separately for each intention.

(Ashi’a-tul-Lam’at, vol. 1, pp. 37)
' ) _) z _ N > - 2 _

Before donating think about your intention

Sayyiduna Hasan Basri &) <l 4227 <= said, ‘If any of the Islamic
saints wanted to give charity he would focus and ponder first. If his
intention was to please Allah Js=3<, then he would give it.’

(Ihya-ul-‘Ulim, vol. 5, pp. 133)
PR S N > -2
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Make good intentions before every deed

Dear Islamic brothers! Certainly making a good intention is a deed
which is very light in terms of effort but in terms of reward and
recompense it is huge. Therefore before doing any good deed we
should make good intentions, even eating, drinking, dressing, sleeping,
and marrying, good intentions should be made. For example, eat
with the intention of developing the energy to worship Allah Jss3=.
When dressing, intend to conceal your private parts that Allah Jss3<
has commanded you to conceal and to express Allah’s favour upon
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you. Your intention in sleeping could be to gain assistance in fulfilling

your duties to Allah Jss3¢. In marriage your intention could be to

safeguard your chastity and save yourself from sin.

For guidance regarding good intentions please listen to Amir-e-

Ahl-e-Sunnat’s Sunnah-inspiring cassette speech ‘The fruits of

intention” and obtain his intention-card or pamphlet from any
branch of Maktaba-tul-Madinah.

7 Merits of good intentions

1.

Saying of the Beloved Mustafa -1 s« i el J=, ‘A Muslim’s
intention is better than his action.’
(Al-Mu’jam-ul-Kabir lit-Tabarani, vol. 6, pp. 185, Hadis 5942)

The Beloved Prophet -l Js:al I= said, ‘A true intention is
the best deed.” (Jami -ul-Ahadis, vol. 2, pp. 19, Hadis 3554)

The Holy Prophet -lalsat et d= said, ‘A good intention leads
a man to paradise.’
(Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, Kitab-ul-Akhlag, vol. 3, pp. 169, Hadis 7245)

The Holiest Prophet -l s« Js e J= said, ‘Allah Jss3< grants
worldly blessings in exchange for the intention of the afterlife
but He Js3= refuses to grant blessings of the afterlife in exchange
for a worldly intention.’

(Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, Kitab-ul-Akhlag, vol. 3, pp. 75, Hadis 6053)

The Noblest Prophet -l ds 2l l= said, ‘A good intention
clings to the throne of Allah Jss3<, whenever a man proves his
intention right (by acting upon it) the throne begins to move
and then he is forgiven.’ (Tartkh-e-Baghdad, vol. 12, pp. 444, Hadis 6926)
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6. Sayyiduna Abd Hurayrah «: Jw:tic2 reported this saying of the
Revered and Renowned Prophet -l s < (& i Je, “Whoever
intended to do a good deed and then could not carry it out, will
have one good deed recorded for him.” (Sahih Mustim, pp. 79, Hadrs 130)

7. Sayyiduna ‘Umar Bin Khattab a:=Jwatic# said, “The best of deeds
is the fulfilment of the Fard, abstaining from things prohibited
by Allah Jss3 and correcting your intentions in the court of
Allah Jss32” (Ithaf-us-Sadat-il-Muttaqin, vol. 13, pp. 19)

Reward according to intention

Sayyiduna Abt Kabshah Ansari 4z waic2 heard the Holy Prophet
Sasalsade Jwsatl 1= saying, “There are four types of people: The first is a
man to whom Allah Jss3 granted wealth and knowledge and he
practices abstinence, treats relatives well and knows the rights of
Allah Jss32. He is in the best rank and stage. The second is a man to
whom Allah Jss3 granted knowledge but he has no wealth. His
intention is good and he says, if I had wealth I would act like so and
so. This man is with his intention, and both these men are equal in
reward. The third is a man to whom Allah Jss3= granted wealth but
not knowledge. He spends his wealth without knowledge. He is not
pious, does not treat his relatives well and does not recognise the
rights of Allah Jss3< in His blessing. This is the worst type. The fourth
is a man to whom Allah Js=3¢ has not granted wealth or knowledge,
he says, if I had wealth I would act like so and so (the third person).
He is with his intention, and both these men are equal in sin.’

(Jami’-ut-Tirmizi, Kildb-uz—ZLtlAld, vol. 4, pp. 146, Hadis 2332)
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Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see! Due to good intention a man
obtains the reward for giving charity without giving any, and another
commits a Haram act without spending any money. The difference
is due to their good and bad intentions.

Being beaten is easier than making good intentions

Sayyiduna Nu’aym Bin Hammad —Gs) 2l 2azs <= used to say, ‘For
our backs to be hit with whips is easier for us than making a good
intention.” (Tanbth-ul-Mughtarrin, pp. 25)

Reward for holy war

Sayyiduna Anas Bin Malik «zJwabicz said: When we returned from
the battle of Tabuk the Beloved Prophet -l s <t Ji i l= said,
‘Certainly, we left behind in Madinah Munawwarah such people who
were with us in the mountains and valley that we walked through
but they remained behind for a ‘Uzr (valid reason).’

(Sahih Bukhari, Kitab-ul-Jihad, vol. 2, pp. 265, Hadis 2839)

Hakim-ul-Ummat Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan G 427202 commented
on this Hadi$: There were various Muslim tribes that desired to
participate in this holy war but were unable to go due to any severe
helplessness. (They were with you) In a way that their bodies were
in Madinah but their hearts were with you in war, i.e. their intentions
were with you, or their reward was with you because in your absence
they looked after your homes and served your families, so they were
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with you in the actual reward, even though you exceeded them in
physical war, that is why they will not get a share of the war spoils.
We learn that a good intention is very valuable. Also, feeling sad on
missing an opportunity to do a good deed is also a good deed.

(Mirat-ul-Mandjth, vol. 5, pp. 429, 430)
4 \e ez osdy T - >3 Te et -
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Sincerity in an intention

Sayyiduna Malik Bin Dinar s}l aliéass:1c resided in Damascus and
used to perform I'tikaf in the Masjid prepared by Sayyiduna Amir
Mu'awiyah = 0@ st oo, Once he «& Ui 4 &% thought to himself,
‘T wish I could be an administrator of this Masjid.” So he «tJus.aa#s
extended his I'tikaf and offered so many Salahs that he =& Jw 4 &2
was always seen busy in offering Salah, but no one noticed him. A
year passed by. One day he <147 stepped outside the Masjid and
heard a voice from the unseen source, ‘O Malik! Now you should
repent.’ After hearing this he «t Jw . a#; felt immense grief and
shame for his past year’s selfish worships, he «:Jw.t14#: emptied his
heart from showing off and worshipped with sincere intention
throughout the entire night.

In the morning a crowd of people gathered outside the Masjid and
said amongst themselves, “The Masjid affairs are unorganised
therefore we should make this man the administrator and hand him
administration of the Masjid matters.” The whole crowd agreed and
approached him, after he < .42+ finished his Salah they said, ‘By
a decision mutually agreed and made, we want to make you the
administrator of our Masjid.” He =& Jw14%7 implored to Allah Js=3z,
‘O Allah Js=3=! T worshipped pretentiously for one year in order to
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gain administration of over this Masjid, but I did not succeed. Now
that I have busied myself in worshipping You with sincerity, a crowd
of people has come to make me administrator of it and place this
burden upon me, but I swear by Your Glory that now I will not
accept this responsibility and nor will I exit the Masjid.” After saying
this he «tJwi4#; again engaged in worship.

(Tazkira-tul-Awliya, chapter 4, vol. 1, pp. 48-49)
s g SN
w2 ledeal e A el

Make intentions for good deeds

It is said that a student asked some scholars, Inform me of a deed
by which I can continuously gain spiritual reward, because I dislike
for there to be a moment in the day or night when I am not doing a
good deed.” They replied, ‘Do as many good deeds as possible, and
when you get tired then make intentions for good deeds because he
who intends to do a good deed is like he who does it.’

(Ihya-ul-‘Uliam, chapter 1, vol. 5, pp. 89)
__s ' \// ) 5/ ,7 - ,3/

2
\SI'XIL/I cure
Save yourself from satanic whispers during worship

Dear Islamic brothers! Sincerity is the key for acceptance, therefore,
just as it is important to have sincerity in your heart prior to doing a
good deed it is also necessary to maintain sincerity during it as well,
because Satan persistently attempts to whisper in our hearts.
Sayyiduna Fudayl Bin ‘Tyad =531alia#: 2= used to say: Anyone who
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is not smarter than a magician regarding his deeds will definitely
become a victim of showing off. (Tanbih-ul-Mughtarrin, pp. 23)

In order to save yourself from satanic whispers during worship,
three things are necessary: (1) Recognising the whisper (2) disliking
it (3) refusing to accept it.

For example, if somebody began to offer Salat-ut-Tahajjud with
good intentions, and during Salah Satan tempts him to show off by
whispering in his heart, ‘When people realise that I offer Tahajjud
they will think highly of me’, now it is vital for this person to instantly
recognise that this is a satanic whisper, then he should also despise
it and believe that attempting to impress the creation using worship
which should be performed solely for the Creator Js=3< is equivalent
to inviting the wrath of Allah Js=3, then he should ignore the satanic
whisper.

Dear Islamic brothers! Even though this is a very difficult thing to
do but it is not impossible. In the beginning this seems to be
extremely tough but after forcing yourself to attempt it patiently for
some time then by the mercy, grace and benevolence of Allah Jss3z,
this task will become simpler for you. Our job is to make the effort,
Allah Js=3= is the Giver of success. Allah Js=3= says:

,\
e
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And those who struggled in Our path — We shall surely show them
Our paths; and indeed Allah is with the righteous ones.

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Sz?raﬁ Al-‘Ankabit, verse 69)
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If satanic whispers still remain despite trying?

Despite our resentment, if our Nafs still follows the path of Satan
then we can hope in the mercy of Allah Js=3< that the sin of showing
off will not be written in our record of deeds.

Hujjat-ul-Islam Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazali us)aliaassaie
wrote in Ihya-ul-‘Ulim: Know that Allah Js=%= only burdens humans
within their capacity, and it is not within human capacity to stop
Satan from whispering in our hearts or to form a nature that is not
tempted by desires. All humans can do is confront these temptations
with resentment formed by knowledge of their consequences,
religious knowledge, and faith in Allah Js=3< and the afterlife. When
a person completes this then he has exerted his maximum effort in
this matter and this is all that he is commanded to do.

There are Prophetic statements on this issue, the blessed companions
-3z d@aliezs asked the Greatest and Holiest Prophet -lesaisak dwebl 1=
whilst complaining, ‘We have some thoughts in our hearts that if
we were to fall from the sky and be swooped away by birds or be
blown from one place to another by the wind, we would prefer it to
mentioning those thoughts on our tongues.’ The Prophet of Rahmah,
the Intercessor of Ummah -fssaedwan i= asked, ‘Do you dislike these
thoughts?’ They answered, ‘Yes.” He -lualisai J@aii I= responded, “This
is clear faith.” (Sunan Abt Dawid, Kitab-ul-Akhlag, vol. 4, pp. 425, Hadis 5111)

Their hearts contained whispers and dislike for them, and we cannot
say that by (clear faith) he meant the actual whispers, now there is
only one thing remaining that he must have meant the dislike of
those whispers which was there side by side with whispers. Even
though showing off is a major sin but it is less than satanic whispers
in the court of Allah Js=3<, so when dislike gets rid of a more major
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sin then it must also save a man from the harm of showing off to a
greater extent. (Ihya-ul-‘Ulim, vol. 3, pp. 385)

2
\S()l/()ll //I cure

Act equally whether in private or public

Sayyiduna Aba Hurayrah xz Jw:ic2: reported that the Beloved and
Blessed Prophet -1« dwebi 1= said, ‘When a man offers a good
Salah in public and a good Salah in private then Allah Jssi says,
this is My true bondman.’

(Sunan Ibn Mdjafz, Kitab-uz-Zuhd, vol. 4, pp. 468, Hadis 4200)

Hakim-ul-Ummat Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan G 427202 commented
on this Hadi$ saying: i.e. this man is not a show off, rather he is
sincere. If he was a show off then he would offer a good Salah in
public but to a lesser standard in solitude. Since he offers Salah well
even in solitude, he is sincere. (Mirar-ul-Manajih, vol. 7, pp. 140)

Dear Islamic brothers! Whether we are alone or amongst Islamic
brothers we must make our best efforts to worship equally in both
situations. For example, we must demonstrate the same humility
and fear in Salah when alone that we display when we are in public
and whatever deed we hesitate to do in public, we should refrain
from it in private as well. The Noblest Prophet -lesaisake e 1= said,
‘Whatever you dislike to do in front of people, do not do it when
alone either. (Al-Jami’-us-Saghir, letter Mim, vol. 2, pp. 487, Hadis. 7973)
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Eighth ¢
gnin cure
Hide your good deeds

Dear Islamic brothers! We should try as much as possible to conceal
our good deeds the same way we conceal our sins, and suffice with
knowing that Allah Jss3¢ is aware of them. Especially after doing a
private good deed we should guard our Nafs because it may be that
our Nafs desires to reveal this deed and say, ‘If people find out about
this great deed that you have done then they might be encouraged
to do it as well. Why are you content with concealing it? This way
people will not realise your status and they will reject your greatness
and miss an opportunity to follow you. How will you be a leader for
people? How will call towards righteousness be common?’ etc. In
this situation we should pray to Allah Jss3= for steadfastness, and
instead of thinking about your big deed think of the huge kingdom
of the afterlife, meaning the everlasting blessings of Paradise. Any
person who seeks reward from other people for worshipping
Allah Jss3= is subject to the wrath of Allah Js=3= and it is also possible
that if a man reveals his deed in front of other people he might become
admirable in their eyes but disgraced in the court of Allah Js=3¢, and
thus my deed will be ruined. We should address our Nafs saying,
‘Why should I sell my deed to people in exchange for their praise,
when they are unable to do anything for themselves? They cannot
give me sustenance nor do they control life or death.’

The strongest creation
Sayyiduna Anas = J&aies reported this saying of the Revered and
Renowned Prophet Lo asade Jsatl J=: When Allah Jss32 created the
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earth it began to tremble. Then Allah Jss3< created the mountains
and made them nails for the earth. The angels began to talk among
themselves, ‘May be Allah Jss3= has not created anything stronger
than mountains.” Then Allah Jss3= created iron which pierced
mountains, then fire which melted the iron, then He Js:3 ordered
water which extinguished the fire, and then He Jsz3 commanded the
wind which muddied the water. Now the angels had a dispute about
what the strongest creation of Allah Js:3= was, so they asked
Allah Jss3=. He Jss3 replied, ‘T have not created anything stronger
than a human heart when he donates with his right hand without
his left hand knowing. He is the strongest of my creation.’

(Jami’-ut-Tirmizt, Kitab-ut-Tafsir, vol. 5, pp. 242, Hadrs 3380 — summarized)
55 e M-z oshy § - S PR

Secret deeds are better

The Beloved Prophet fsasa dw:l I= said, ‘A secret deed is seventy
times better than a public one.’

(Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, Kitab-ul-Azkar, vol. 1, pp. 227, Hadis 1925 — summarized)

The statement of Sayyiduna ‘Isa

Sayyiduna ‘Tsa «3z0s8l8) 2565 0= said, ‘Whenever one of you fasts,
you should apply oil to your head, beard and lips so that people do
not realise that you are fasting, and donate with your right hand
without your left knowing, and when you offer Salah, lower the
curtain over your door, and Allah Js:3= distributes praise just as
He J_ss5= distributes sustenance.’ (Ihya-ul-‘Ulim, vol. 3, pp. 361)
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Sayings of saints

1.

Sayyiduna Sufyan Sauri .3 <l &ass e said, “Whatever public
deeds I did I consider them undone, because when people are
watching it is not within the ability of people like us to remain
sincere. (Tanbl'fl—Ltl—MLtghlarrl'n, pp. 26)

Sayyiduna Bishr Hafi s&lalizazsds used to say, ‘It is inappropriate
for people like us to reveal even some of our sincere deeds, so
then what will be the situation of those deeds in which there is
clear showing off?! Therefore, it is better for people such as
ourselves to conceal our deeds.” (Tanbih-ul-Mughtarrin, pp. 29)

Sayyiduna Fudayl Bin ‘Tyad s59<lia=2-4:¢ used to say, “The best
deed and knowledge is that which is concealed from the people.’
( Tanbl’ﬁ-Ltl—MLtghlarrl'n, pp-29)

Sayyiduna Hasan Basri «.5laliazss4d= said, ‘T accompanied some
people who had such wisdom in their hearts that if they brought
it to their tongues it would benefit them and their companions
as well, but they refrained from mentioning it due to fear of
fame. If one of them saw an obstruction in a path, he would not
remove it simply out of fear of becoming well-known.’
(Ihya-ul-‘Ulim, vol. 3, pp. 364)

Parable

Hujjat-ul-Islam Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazali us)-liaassaie

wrote: There was a time when the remembrance of Allah Jss3% and

Quranic recitation could be heard in every street of Basra and this

encouraged people to do Zikr and recite the Holy Quran. Coincidentally
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a scholar wrote a booklet about the subtle matters of showing off,
and as a result (when the book was published) everyone stopped
doing Zikr and reciting the Holy Quran loudly. Many people said,
‘If only that scholar had not written that booklet.’

(Kimiya-e-Sa’adat, vol. 2, pp. 692)

Do not ask about fasting

Sayyiduna Ibrahim Bin Adham -#9.bi4as 412 used to say, ‘Do not
ask your [Muslim] brother about his fast, because if he says, T am
fasting’, this will please his Nafs, and if he says, ‘T am not fasting’,
this will sadden his Nafs, and both are signs of showing off.

(Tanbih-ul-Mughtarrin, pp.24)
P > .2
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A fasting person should answer if he is questioned

Sayyiduna Abi Flurayrah «zJweiic2 reported this saying of the Holy
Prophet Lozt el 1=, “Whenever someone is given an invitation
to a meal he should accept it and if he is fasting, he should pray for
the one inviting him.’

(Jami’-ut-Tirmizi, Kitab-us-Sawm, vol. 2, pp. 203, Ragm 780)

A narration of Sahih Muslim states: Whenever anyone is invited to
a meal and he is fasting he should say, ‘I am fasting'.
(Sahth Muslim, Kitab-us-Sawm, pp. 579, Hadis. 1150)

Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan o&déa2s202 comment on this Hadis$ saying:
He should not accept the invitation at all, or he should accept it and
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arrive at the location but not eat anything and mention his reason.
Remember, it is better to hide a voluntary fast but in this situation
hiding it will cause hostility in the host’s heart or make him sad, and
since making the heart of a Muslim happy is also worship, therefore
he is advised to reveal his fast.” (Mirat-ul-Manajih, vol. 3, pp. 198)

The worst show off

Sayyiduna Fudayl Bin ‘Tyad s59«li4z2s 242 used to say, ‘We found
previous people accustomed to showing off in deeds that they actually
used to do, but today people show off in deeds that they do not even
do’ (Tanbih-ul-Mughtarrin, pp. 25)

Le. people in the past used to do good deeds in order to impress other
people but these days people do not even do good deeds, rather they
act as though they are doing good deeds in order to give other people
the impression that they are doing them. These are worse than the
first kind of show offs.

///111 [ /1 cure

Adopt good company

The Beloved and Blessed Prophet -lsasatiwab e said, ‘An example
of a good and bad companion is like that of a perfume-carrier and a
blacksmith. The perfume-carrier will either give you a gift or you
will buy something from him or you will catch a pleasant fragrance

109
www.dawateislami.net



ﬂowing O//

from him. On the other hand, a blacksmith will either burn your
clothes or you will catch an unpleasant odour from him.’

(Sahih Muslim, pp. 1116, Hadis 2628)

A good man’s company is like a perfume-shop my friends
Even if you do not buy anything you will catch thousands of fragrant smells
A bad man’s company is like a blacksmith’s shop
No matter how much you try to scrunch your clothes, thousands of sparks

will stain them

Dear Islamic brothers! Undoubtedly every company has its effect.
For example if you meet an Islamic brother whose eyes are moist,
his face his covered by a cloud of sadness, and grief comes from his
voice due to a loved one’s death, then seeing him like this will also
make you sad for a few moments. On the other hand if you happen
to sit with an Islamic brother whose face is blossoming, he has a big
smile on his face, and happiness is shining from his voice due to
some success that he has experienced, then you will also voluntarily
or involuntarily share his happiness for some time.

In exactly the same way, if someone accompanies people who are
totally heedless of the afterlife and audaciously commit sins, then it
is likely that he will very soon become just like them. On the other
hand if someone accompanies people whose hearts are full of love
for Madinah and who are striving day and night for success in the
afterlife, whose eyes cry due to the fear of Allah Jss3< then these
emotions will definitely transfer to his heart as well, Jssic < lisUze),
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The Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami

Dear Islamic brothers! You do not have to worry at all to find such
Madani company. Jssi= «l 52231 By the blessings of being part of
Dawat-e-Islami a global & non-political movement for preaching
the Holy Quran and sacred Sunnah, the best moral qualities will
subconsciously become a part of your personality. Every Islamic
brother should attend his local Sunnah-inspiring weekly congregation
of Dawat-e-Islami and travel in Madani Qafilahs with devotees of
Rasil. By the blessing of travelling in these Madani Qafilahs
Jssi=alliFCz el you will get an opportunity to reflect upon your past
life and your heart will start pondering about building a good
afterlife which will result in feeling regretful for sins, and repenting
sincerely.

As a result of travelling regularly in Madani Qafilahs your tongue
will replace filthy and useless talk with Salat-‘Alan-Nabi, Quranic
recitation, praise for Allah Jss3= and Na’at. You will replace your
anger with softness, your impatience with patience, you will lose
your arrogance and gain a desire to respect Muslims, and you will
save yourself from the greed of worldly fortune and find a desire to
do good deeds. In conclusion, Jssi <1z ¢) regular travels in the
path of Allah will result in a Madani revolution in your life. Islamic
sisters should also regularly attend their weekly Sunnah-inspiring
congregations.

By the grace of Allah N<a | changed

Dear Islamic brothers! The following is a statement by an Islamic
brother of Shalimar Town (Markaz-ul-Awliya Lahore): I was extremely
sinful, as well as being addicted to films and dramas. I used to flirt
with young girls and hang around with indecent friends. I used to
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wander about with them till very late at night. Due to my bad habits,
even my relatives were afraid of me and would dread any occasions
of me visiting them. They even made sure that their children stayed
away from me. My dark sinful evening converted into a blossoming
morning the day I met a devotee of Rasal from Dawat-e-Islami who
very politely encouraged me to travel in a Madani Qafilah making
individual efforts on me. His words touched me and I eventually
did travel in a Madani Qafilah.

Jssie all 52531 The company of devotees of Rasil in the Madani
Qafilah created a Madani revolution in the heart of this sinner and
criminal. I found the gift of repentance and a desire to dress in
Sunnah Madani clothing, I began to wear a green turban (‘Tmamah)
and this sinner and habitual gossiper began to preach the Sunnah.
Today by the grace of Allah Jss3<, I am embraced by the same relatives
that once disliked me. I used to be the worst in my family, but by
the mercy of Allah Jssi due to the blessing of Madani Qafilahs now
I am everyone’s favourite.

(Faizan-e-Sunnat, chapter: Blessings of Ramadan, vol. 1, pp. 655)
Jab tak bikay na thay koi pichta na tha
Ti nay kharid ker mujhay anmol ker diya

Until I was sold no one cared about me
You bought me and made me priceless

Madani In’amat
Jssie al) 0221l Shaykh-e-Tariqat, Amir-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, the founder
of Dawat-e-Islami, ‘Allimah Maulana Abu Bilal Muhammad Ilyas
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Attar Qadiri Razavi &) 223555 c=is has created ‘Madani In’amat’
which are a combination of Sharr’ah and Tarigah in the form of
questions, the purpose of which is to help Muslims carry out good
deeds and avoid sins easily in these troublesome times. There are 72
Madani In’amat for Islamic brothers, 63 for Islamic sisters, 92 for
male students, 83 for female students, 40 for small Madani boys and
girls, and 27 for special Islamic brothers.

Countless Islamic brothers and Islamic sisters and students practice
Madani In’amat, and every night before going to sleep they do
‘Fikr-e-Madinah’ and assess their deeds whilst filling the boxes in
their pocket-sized Madani In’amat booklets. By the grace of
Allah Jss3<, after practicing these Madani In’amat the obstructions
in becoming pious and avoiding sins will disappear gradually and
you will develop the mind frame to practice the Sunnah, have hatred
for sins and ponder about the safety of your faith.

In order to become Muslims of strong character we should obtain a
Madani In’amat booklet from any branch of Maktaba-ul-Madinah
and regularly do Fikr-e-Madinah (self-assessment) every day by filling
in the boxes, and make a habit to hand over the card on the first day
of every Madani (lunar) month to our local Madani In’amat
responsible brother.

Great news for those who practice Madani In’amat

Dear Islamic brothers! Muslims who practice Madani In’amat are
very fortunate, and this can be understood from the following Madani
parable. An Islamic brother from Hyderabad (Bab-ul-Islam Sindh)
gave the following statement under oath: One night in the month of
Rajab-ul-Murajjab 1426 A.H. I was hugely blessed with a vision of
the Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most
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Generous and Kind -« <t J& et l= in a dream. His sacred lips
moved and flowers of mercy began to blossom, he -lua:at dsad 1=
said, ‘Whoever does Fikr-e-Madinah about Madani In’amat every
day this month Allah Jss3= will forgive him.’

(Faizan-e-Sunnat, chapter: Blessings of Ramadan, vol. 1, pp. 682)

Madant In’amat ki bht marhaba kya bat hay

Qurb-e-Hagq kay talibaun kay wasitay sawghdat hay

Marhabéa how great are Madani In’amat
They are a gift for seekers of Allah’s proximity

L2 Rdesan o odknls

Tenth
- ()I/I//I cure

Make a habit of recitations (Awrad-o-Wazaif)

Dear Islamic brothers! In order to avoid showing off, as well as
previous acts, also use spiritual cures, such as:

1. Whenever the thought of showing off enters your heart recite
< M -
et whiidl Ge 4l 3327 once and then spit (without
producing saliva) towards your left shoulder three times.

e b
2. Whoever recites ‘s %) bt Ge dL 32D ten times every day,
Allah Jss3= appoints an angel to protect him from Satan.
(Musnad Abt Ya’la, vol. 3, pp. 400, Hadis 4100 — summarized)

3. Anyone who recites Sirah Al-Tkhlas 11 times in the morning
(from the middle of the night to the glimmering of the first ray
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of sunlight) then even if Satan accompanied by his army tries
to make him sin he will fail, unless the man himself sins.

(AZ-Wa_zl"fa-rul-l(arl'mafl, pp-18)
4.  Reciting Stirah An-Nas also drives away satanic whispers.
2 -
5. Whoever recites  sx53)! Q’J‘ é.U[g SR %5501V 21 times in the
morning and evening and blows on some water and drinks it

then Jssi= «1:C% &) he will be safe from satanic whispers to a
great extent. (Mirar-ul-Manajih, vol. I, pp. 87)
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excessively eliminates satanic whispers from their root.

(Fatawa Razawiyyah - referenced, vol. 1, pp. 770)
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What if the problem remains despite treatment?

Dear Islamic brothers! In spite of our best efforts if the problem
remains then we should do not be afraid, rather we should continue

! Part 27, Sarah Al-Hadid, verse 3
2 Part 13, Sarah Ibrahim, verse 19, 20
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our treatment because ‘one day the heart will be satisfied’. Because if
we stop treating ourselves then it is as though we have totally handed
ourselves over to Satan and then he will completely demolish us.
Therefore we should continue struggling to save ourselves from
showing off.

Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazali usialiazassa:tc (passed away in
505 AH) wrote explaining it to people like us: If you feel that Satan
does not get off your back in spite of asking Allah Jss3= for help then
and he persistently tries to defeat you then this means that Allah Jss3<
wants to test your perseverance, strength and patience, meaning
He Js3= is testing you as to whether you fight and battle Satan or be
conquered by him. (Minhaj-ul-Abidin, pp. 46 — summarized)

L2 24

CONCLUSION

Dear Islamic brothers! From everything that we have studied up to
now we can conclude we have learned:

% Showing off is definitely an evil trait and extremely severe inner
disease.

< It is Haram and leads to Hell.
%  The Holy Quran and Ahadis strictly condemn it.

%  Show offs shall be thrown into a valley of Hell that even Hell
itself seeks protection from.
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To educate ourselves about showing off and its cure, falls under
Fard knowledge.

The definition of showing off is ‘to worship with an intention or
desire to please other than Allah’.

It is not permissible to judge another person as being a show
off because this is a matter of the heart.

Showing off can occur via the tongue and sometimes by action.

There are three things in which it is possible to show off:
(1) Faith (2) Worldly affairs (3) Worships.

There are two ways in which a person can show off in acts of
worship: (1) In the actual performance (2) In its quality. Further,
showing off in acts of worship can be pure or mixed.

We should safeguard our intentions before, during and after
our acts of worship.

Revealing our good deeds can sometimes be permissible but to
hide them is better.

One type of showing off is Riya-e-Khafi (hidden showing off)
which is extremely hard to avoid except for whoever Allah Jss3<
favours.

If someone is complimented for doing a good deed then for him
to feel joy is a natural thing, but remember there are possibilities
for enjoying a compliment — sometimes it is commendable and
sometimes not.

It is also possible to show off whilst avoiding a sin because
refraining from a sin is also a good deed.
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It is unwise to refrain from doing a good deed due to fear of
showing off because by doing this we will lose out on two things;
reward of sincerity and the good deed.

Merely thinking about showing off and inclining towards it
is not damaging because Satan is with every human. It is not
within human capability to totally prevent satanic whispers
from entering the heart.

There are three signs of a show off: (1) He is lazy in worship
when alone but energetic in public. (2) If he is complimented
he increases his deed but (3) if he is criticised he decreases it.

If any of these symptoms exists in us we should repent as soon
as possible and start immediate attempts to be sincere lest we
should die before repenting and have to face the consequences
of showing off in the next world.

Getting rid of showing off is definitely very difficult but not
impossible.

The following ten treatments are very beneficial to cure yourself
from the disease of showing off: 1 cure — Ask Allah Js=3= for
help. 2™ cure - Ponder about the harms of showing off. 3™
cure — Eliminate the causes of showing off. 4™ cure - Be sincere.
5% cure - Protect your intention. 6™ cure - Save yourself from
satanic whispers during worship. 7" cure - Act equally in
private and public. 8" cure - Hide your good deeds. 9" cure -
Adopt good company. 10" cure - Make a routine of spiritual
recitations (Awrad-o-Wazaif).

In order to remember all the details, read this book again.
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21 [Parables

1. Result of sincerity

The Greatest and Holiest Prophet -lsalsat @bl = said: In a previous
era, three men were travelling somewhere and had to spend the night
in a cave. When they entered the cave, a rock slid from the mountain
and blocked the cave entrance. They mutually agreed that the only
way to make the rock move out of the way was for each of them to
pray to Allah Js=3= for the sake of any good deeds that they had done.
One of them said, ‘O Allah Jss32! My parents were old, but I did not
give my children and servants milk before serving my parents first.
One day I ended up wandering very far in search for wood. When I
returned I found that my parents had fallen asleep. I brought some
milk for them but felt it was inappropriate to awake them and I did
not either want to give milk to my family before my parents. My
children cried at my feet but I spent the entire night standing with
the milk bowl in my hand, until the morning. Then my parents
drank the milk. O Allah Jss3¢! If T did this deed for Your pleasure
then remove this trouble of rock from us.” The rock slid slightly, but
not enough for them to exit.

The second of them said, ‘O Allah Js=3<! I was in love with my uncle’s
daughter. I expressed my evil desire to her but she refused. One day
she came to me for help being victim of a famine. I gave her 100 gold
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coins with the condition that she would be alone with me, to which
she agreed. When we were alone she said, ‘Fear Allah Js:3 and do
not commit this sin.” On hearing this I abstained from the sin and
also gave the money to her. O Allah Jss3! If this deed of mine was
solely for Your pleasure then remove this problem from us.” The
rock slid a bit more but still not enough for them to exit.

The third man said, ‘O Allah Jss3! I employed some men for labour,
and all of them except one took their wages. I invested his wage in
business and made a lot of profit. Sometime later he came to me and
demanded his wage. I responded, ‘These camels, cows, goats and
servants that you see all belong to you.” He said, ‘Are you joking with
me?’ I replied, ‘No, I am not joking (rather it’s fact).” On hearing this
he took all his wealth and went away leaving nothing. O Allah Jss3<!
If this deed of mine was solely for Your pleasure then please save us
from this difficulty.” As soon as he prayed the rock slid and they
exited the cave. (Sahih Muslim, pp. 1465, Hadis 2743)

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see the blessings gained by three
men trapped in a cave due to their sincere deeds?

2.1do not find my intention present

Sayyiduna ‘Ali Bin Hasan J&salis=: said: Abdul Malik Bin Marwan
sent a man to Madinah Munawwarah 1255655201 Gsis making him
the governor so that he could make its residents pledge allegiance
and overlook its affairs. I went to Sayyiduna Salim Bin ‘Abdullah,
Sayyiduna Qasim Bin Muhammad and Sayyiduna Abi Salamah Bin
‘Abdur Rahman Jes4l 24=- and said to them, ‘Let us all go to new
governor of our city to meet him and build trust between ourselves.’
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So we went to the governor and said Salam to him, he called us and
asked, “Which one of you is Sa’id Bin Musayyab («& J& i &#0)?
Sayyiduna Qasim Bin Muhammad «& J&.44#; answered, ‘Sa’id Bin
Musayyab («Jsa1é#7) does not associate with the rulers. He spends
his time in the Masjid. He spends all his time engaged in worshipping
Allah Jss32, and he is not interested in worldly figures, nor does he
like going to the courts of the rulers.” The governor replied, “You
people convince him to come to me and make sure he («tJ&.ud#7)
comes. I swear by Allah Js:32! If he does not come to me I will
definitely kill him.” Three times the governor swore and threatened

that he would kill him.

Sayyiduna Qasim «& J a4 &% said, “This tyrant governor’s threat
troubled us deeply and we returned. I went straight to the Masjid to
meet Sayyiduna Sa’id Bin Musayyab («& Jwt14#7) who was sitting
leaning against a pillar. I made him aware of the whole situation and
suggested, ‘Your honour, I advise that you go to perform ‘Umrah and
stay in Makkah Mukarramah for some days just to get away from
this tyrant governor until the matter settles.” He «t J&.i14#- replied,
‘I do not find my intention present in this deed and in my opinion
the best deed is that which is carried out with sincerity only for the
pleasure of Allah Js=3. (‘Uyin-ul-Hikayat, pp. 258)

3. Continuous fasting for forty years

= by 2oz

Sayyiduna Dawuad Tai <k Jw.t14#; fasted for forty consecutive years
but he was so sincere that even his households did not know about
this fasting. When leaving for work he used to take his lunch with
him and give it to someone on the way. Then he «t J&.i14#7 would
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return after Maghrib and eat at home. (Faizan-e-Sunnat, vol. 1, pp. 861,
with reference to Ma’dan-e-Akhlaq, part 1, pp. 182)

4. The slave who hid his good deeds

A man bought a slave, and the slave said, ‘My master I have three
conditions:

1. You will not prohibit me from performing my Fard Salahs when
their time arrives.

2. You can command me to do anything you want in the daytime
but not at night.

3. Give me separate room in your house which no one apart from
me can enter.

The master accepted the three conditions. Then he let the slave
choose whichever room he wanted. The slave opted for a damaged
and broken room. The master asked, ‘O slave why have you picked
a damaged room?” He replied, ‘My master! Do you not know that
even a damaged room turns into a garden by the blessings of the
Zikr (remembrance) of Allah Js:3c? So the slave would spend his
days serving his master and his nights worshipping Allah Jss3=.

Sometime later, one night whilst wandering around the house the
master entered the slave’s room. He saw that the room was filled
with light, and the slave was in prostration to Allah Jss3<. There was
a bright lantern on his head hanging between the sky and the earth,
and he was humbly imploring Allah Jss3<, ‘O Allah Jss3<! You have
made it compulsory for me to fulfil my master’s rights and serve
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him in the daytime. If I did not have to do this I would spend all my
days and nights only worshipping You, so please accept my excuse
O my Lord Jss3” The master observed him till the morning, then
the light disappeared and the roof returned to its state.

After witnessing this entire spectacle the master returned and told
his wife about everything he saw. The next night he took his wife with
him and stood at the slave’s door. They saw their slave in prostration
and the lantern above his head. They both stood witnessing this
marvellous spectacle whilst crying. The next morning they called
the slave and said, ‘You are free for the sake of Allah Jss3<, so that
you no longer have that excuse and you can worship Allah Jss3
with full attention.” When the slave heard this, he raised his head to
the sky and said, ‘O Keeper of secrets! My secret has been revealed.
Now that my secret is not hidden anymore, I no longer wish to live.”
Then the slave fell and his soul departed from its physical cage.

(Mukashafa-tul-Quliib, chapter 11, pp. 39)
s o ez oy © T PE
w2l dsal o LAkl

5. Forgiving for the sake of Allah J3=

Sayyiduna ‘Umar Faraq «zJ&:ic2- once hit a man with his whip and
then said, “Take your revenge from me.” The man said, ‘T have forgiven
you for the sake of Allah Jss3= and for your sake.” Sayyiduna ‘Umar
zzdabiese replied, “This is nothing. Either forgive me for my sake so
that it is a favour upon me, or only for the sake of Allah Jsz3<.” The
man responded, ‘I forgave you only for the sake of Allah Js=3<” He
xedadleze replied, ‘Now this is correct.’

(Al-Hadrga-tun-Nadiyyah, chapter 7, pp. 529)
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Dear Islamic brothers! From this parable we have learned a Madani
lesson that every good deed must be purely for ‘the pleasure of
Allah Js:3<’ and our intentions must not be mixed with satisfying
‘anyone else’ so that they can achieve acceptance in His court and
be a provision for us in the afterlife.

Jis ka ‘amal hay bay-gharz us ki jaza kuch aur hay

Selfless people have unique rewards

6. Why did his Nafs dislike his mother’s instruction?

Sayyiduna Abi Muhammad Murta’ish < &.412#2 said, ‘I performed
many Hajj and most of them without any travel provisions. Then I
realised that they were all tainted with the desires of my Nafs, because
once my mother instructed me to bring her some water in a bowl and
my Nafs hesitated. I then realised that my Nafs only accompanied
me in my pilgrimage for its personal desire and it betrayed me
because if my Nafs was eliminated then why would it severely dislike
to fulfil a Shar’i right today?’ (Ar-Risala-tul-Qushayriyyah, pp. 135)

Dear Islamic brothers! This teaches us that sometimes our Nafs
acquires its desire in the disguise of piety, i.e. it happily gets ready to
do any good deed in which it experiences joy and sees the fulfilment
of its desire, but it hesitates to do any good deed which is unappealing.

O shahad numaye zahar dar jam
Gum jaun kidhar tayri badr say

Honey-like poisonous drinks
Where shall I lose myself in your evil

(Haddaig-e-Bakhshish)
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7. Why did I feel regret for not making it to the first row?

In Kimiya-e-Sa’adat Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazali
Jeiializasoai1e wrote: A saint said, ‘T repeated 30 years Salahs that I
always offered in the first row of the Masjid. The reason for this was
that one day I got late for congregational Salah due to some reason
and so I offered in the last row, I felt ashamed of this and thought,
‘What will people say? They will think that he is very late today!’
It is then that I understood, ‘This was all to show other people that
they see me in the first row.’ (So because all my Salahs were ruined,
I offered them all again.)’ (Kimiya-e-Sa’adat, vol. 2, pp. 876)

5 T s27

&= Al How great was the sincerity of our saints J&saliz3=2! On the
basis of just one ‘thought of the heart” he «tJ.4# considered 30
years of Salahs to be invalid and offered them again. On the other
hand there are people like us who claim to be servants of such saints
but firstly ‘the field of our hearts’ has no ‘seed’ of “passion for worship’
and even if we somehow manage to do worship we fail to water it
with the ‘water of sincerity’. In fact we ruin our ‘crop of worship’
with the ‘poison of fame’.

Kha gayt sab naykiyaun ko khuwaish-e-nam-o-numiid

The desire for fame destroyed all my deeds
55 e M-z oshy § - S PR

8. Seller of sincerity

Sayyiduna Mubarak Bin Fudalah 2z Jw:bic- reported from Sayyiduna
Hasan = Jw st c2: There was once a huge tree in some area that
people worshipped and hence evil of polytheism and unbelief was
spreading quickly amongst the people of that area. One day a Muslim
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passed by the tree and became infuriated to see people worshipping
someone other than Allah. Inspired with the passion of Tawhid, he
headed towards the tree with an axe in order to chop it down. He
could not tolerate to let people worship anyone other than Allah.
He was heading forward to chop down the tree with the very same
intention. On the way he was met by the cursed Satan in human
disguise who asked him, “‘Where are you going so furiously?” The
Muslim replied, ‘I am going to chop down that tree which is being
worshipped.” On hearing this, the cursed Satan answered, “‘When you
do not worship the tree yourself then what harm are those people
causing you by worshipping it? Change your decision and go back.’
The Muslim answered, ‘T will definitely not return.” The issue got
heated and Satan said, ‘T will not let you cut down that tree.’

The dispute led to a physical fight which resulted in the Muslim
defeating Satan. Then Satan said tempting the Muslim, ‘Even if you
cut down the tree how will it benefit you? I suggest that you refrain
from cutting it, and if you do then you will find two dinar (gold
coins) under your pillow every day.” The Muslim asked, “‘Who will
give me the two gold coins?’ Satan answered, ‘I promise you that every
day you will find two gold coins under your pillow.” The man was
persuaded by Satan’s greed filled words and his greed for two gold
coins made him change his mind about chopping down the tree, so
he returned home.

When he awoke in the morning he found two gold coins under his
pillow. The second morning when he lifted his pillow he did not
see the coins. He became very angry, picked up his axe and headed
to cut down the tree again. The devil appeared again as a human and
asked, “Where are you going? He answered, ‘T am going to chop
down that tree which people are worshipping, I cannot tolerate that
people worship something other than Allah, so I will not rest until
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I have cut down the tree.” Satan responded, “You are lying! Now you
will never be able to cut down the tree.” They both had a second fight,
but this time Satan badly defeated the Muslim and began to strangle
him until the man almost died. He asked Satan, “Tell me who are you?’
Satan replied, ‘I am Iblis, I am the same individual that stopped you
the first time that you came to cut drown the tree, but that time you
defeated me because your anger then was for Allah Jss3, but this
time I defeated you because now your anger is not for Allah Js=3z,
rather it is for not receiving those gold coins, so now you can never
defeat me. (‘Uyiin-ul-Hikayat, story 110pp. 129)

Dear Islamic brothers! Humans face a major test because being
sincere whilst doing good deeds is extremely difficult. Satan plays so
cunningly with a man’s intention that he does not even realise it and
before he knows it he is defeated by Satan. This story also teaches us
that whoever does Madani work solely with the intention of pleasing
Allah Js=3= receives divine assistance, but a person who intends to
please other people does not. Sayyiduna Faqih Abul Lay$ Samarqandi
@) <l &% e said: Anyone who calls towards righteousness must
intend to do this for the pleasure of Allah Js3 and the rise of Islam,
and not any personal motive because only with the intention of
pleasing Allah Js:3¢ and strengthening Islam will he be granted the
strength and divine assistance to complete this mission. If he has
any personal motive behind this then Allah Jss3= will make him fail.
(Tanbl'ﬁ-Ltl—Gh[lfill'n, pp- 50)

A few satanic tricks for destroying preachers

Here we will reveal a few successful tricks of Satan. Reading or hearing
these could upset some people, in fact it could make them angry, and
if anyone feels such emotions in his heart he should instantly recite

‘i, 520 and pray to Allah Js=3< for protection from the evil of Satan.
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Sometimes a preacher thinks to himself, My speeches are very
good, why do people not compliment me? Why do they not
praise me?

His heart begins to desire, people should stand up on my arrival
because I am a preacher.

They should arrange distinguished seating for me.
The announcer should introduce me with noteworthy titles.

People should chant slogans to welcome me.

The listeners should exclaim “4b) G522 4 522" to compliment

my speech.
They should put a flower garland around my neck.
People should flatter me.

I should be offered food.

If any sweets are distributed, in his heart he thinks, I should be
given more than ordinary people.

I should at least be offered tea.

I should be offered money etc.

Touched a nerve

Dear Islamic brothers! I may have touched a nerve but please be

fair — are all these desires not because you are privileged to be a

‘preacher’? Why do the listeners not desire these things? Why are

you expecting some sort of reward or exchange for this great service

from the public? When no one stands to welcome you, or no one

provides you with facility of conveyance, makes you sit on a
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distinguished seat, offers you tea, drink or food, then why do you get
upset? What is it that you expect from these complaints? As some
preachers say, ‘What can I do? I did not get a lift, or, ‘people did not
even offer me any water’, or ‘I even had to pay the fare for both sides
myself etc.

The thief of the heart got caught

Dear Islamic brothers! Are these complaints not revealing the thief
hidden inside your heart? That you did not preach to an audience
for the sake of Allah Jss3<, but rather for fame, special treatment
and compliments. Just look in the past at the character of our pious
predecessors. Look at the severity of the difficulties that they endured
whilst calling towards righteousness, and in spite of their patience
they were extremely humble and fled from fame.

May Allah Js=3 protect us all from the previously highlighted thoughts
which enter a preacher’s heart, and grant us sincerity. However if
we gain any of these things without desiring them then this is not
our fault. For example if someone offers us a ride without asking for
it then it is fine for us to accept. The same applies to other forms of
respect. Always warn your heart about the wrath of Allah Jss3< in
these matters to save yourself from showing off.

Become an example of total humility

All those who have the passion to spread the beautiful Sunnahs of
our Holiest Prophet -lualsaie s 2! Try to be humble in your pace,
conversation and in whole character. Be humble for the sake of
Allah Jss3, Jssi U2 ¢l success and greatness will automatically
come to your feet. Whenever anyone invites you to deliver a speech
then accept selflessly, unless you have a valid excuse not to. You
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must avoid the desire for people to offer transport arrangements for
you and for you to be transported respectfully, rather you should
make your own way there in order to preach the commandments of
Allah Js= and the Sunnahs of His Beloved Prophet -ixsalsat S 1=,

Jis ka ‘amal hay bay-gharz us ki jaza kuch aur hay

He who acts selflessly his reward is something special

When the saints were invited they turned up unhesitatingly

When our saints J&sali 232 were invited to speak to any gathering
they would reach there without hesitating. Sayyiduna Sufyan Sauri
«k w1477 when he visited Ramallah (Palestine), Sayyiduna Ibrahim
Bin Adham -#9ali4azsx1z sent him a message saying that he wanted
Sayyiduna Sufyan Sauri < w.14%: to come and deliver a Hadis lesson
to the people. Someone said to Sayyiduna Ibrahim Bin Adham
~#Yalidazoale, “You are requesting a great Hadis expert, scholar and
saint such as Sayyiduna Sufyan Sauri < .12%: to come to you!” He
replied, ‘Yes, I want to show you his extreme humility.” Then
Sayyiduna Sufyan Sauri «& J& 4 &% came and delivered a Hadi3
lesson. (Tanbl’ﬁ-ul—Mughmrrl'n, chapter 4, pp. 228)

O our dear Allah Jss32! Grant us sincerity in all our deeds and
protect us from the despicable disease of showing off and grant us
the ability to do every deed only for Your pleasure and make us
amongst Your sincere bondmen.

< Voot Nz B > 3 z ~, ’)
A dh e desdn b TN N B ol

Mayra her ‘amal bas Tayray wasitay ho
Ker ikhlas aysa ‘ata Ya llaht

May every deed of mine be only for You
Grant me such sincerity O my Lord
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9. I wore this garment for the pleasure of Allah 3

Sayyiduna Dawud Tai «kJwaué#z once wore a garment the wrong way
round, when people asked him to wear it properly, he «t J&. 2
replied, ‘T wore it for the pleasure of Allah Jss3= so I will not change
it.” (Tanbih-ul-Mughtarrin, pp. 26)

10. Recompense for a good deed

A man bought a gift for Sayyiduna Sufyan Sauri «& Js.415%, but he
«kJwu1a#s refused to accept it and said, ‘T cannot take this gift from
you, because maybe you learnt some knowledge from me and this
gift is in exchange for that good deed, and I may not receive any
reward (if I take the gift).” The man replied, “Your honour! I have
never gained any knowledge from you.” Sayyiduna Sufyan Sauri
«kJaass responded, ‘Yes, I remember! Your brother learnt religious
knowledge from me.” He < w.414%7 said this and asked him to return.
(Kimiya-e-Sa’adat, vol. 2, pp. 700)

11. Divine reward is enough

On the request of Khalifah Abd Ja’far Mansir, Sayyiduna ‘Abdur
Rahman Bin ‘Umar Awza'l &) <l 427l gave him some advice.
When Sayyiduna Imam Awza’i -2 alidass 2 was about to return,
the Khalifah Mansir offered him some gifts and money etc., but the
Imam refused to accept the offerings and said, ‘T do not need these
things, because I do not want to sell my religious advice in exchange
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for worthless worldly money (reward from my Lord Jss3= is enough
for me).’ ('Uyin-ul-Hikayat, story 20, pp. 45)

Mayra her ‘amal bas Tayray wasitay ho
Ker ikhlas aysa ‘ata Ya llaht

May every deed of mine be only for You
Grant me such sincerity O my Lord

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see how sensitive our saints Jissali 2327
were with regard to being sincere in teaching, learning and preaching
Islam? They would refuse to accept a gift from someone due to fear
of it being a recompense for a religious service.

12. Evil of sins

Sayyiduna Mansir Bin ‘Ammar .Gsllalizaso« said, ‘Thad a Muslim
friend who admired me dearly. He visited me on every occasion of
sadness and happiness. I believed that he was a very pious man who
worshipped excessively, offered Tahajjud, and wept excessively. I did
not see him for some days and was informed that he had become
very feeble. I discovered his address and knocked on his door. His
daughter appeared and asked: ‘Who do you want to meet?’ I answered,
‘So and so.” She returned inside to get permission for me to enter. A
short while later she returned to the door and said, ‘Come inside.” I
entered and saw my friend lying in a bed in the centre of the house.
His face was black, his eyes were blue, and his lips were fat. I said

fearfully, ‘My dear brother! Recite 44| NEUN excessively.” He opened

his eyes and just about managed to turn and look at me and then
fainted. I encouraged him to recite the Kalimah again and for a
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second time he just about managed to open his eyes and look at me
but then fainted again.

When I encouraged him a third time to recite the Kalimah, he opened
his eyes and said, ‘My dear brother! O Mansir! There is an obstruction
between me and this Kalimah. T said, ‘-k) 2] A NER S
where are those Salahs, fasts, Tahajjud and night prayers?” He sadly
answered, ‘My dear brother! All those deeds were not for the pleasure
of Allah Jss3, but rather I did those good deeds so that other people
considered me as a Namazi, a fasting man, and one who offers
Tahajjud. I showed off when doing Zikr of Allah Jss32. When alone,
I used to shut the door, remove my clothes and drink alcohol and
confront my Creator Jss= with disobedience. I did this for a long
time and then I became fatally ill. I asked this daughter of mine to
bring the Holy Quran to me, which she did. I recited every single
letter of the Holy Quran, and when I reached Sirah Yasin I raised
the Holy Quran and implored Allah Jss3, ‘O Allah Jss3¢! For the
sake of this Holy Quran, cure me - I will not sin again.” Allah Jss3<
then cured me.

When I got cured, I indulged in games, entertainment, desires and
lust again. The cursed devil made me forget the promise that I
made with my Creator Jss3. I continued to sin for a long time, then
suddenly I became ill with that same fatal illness again and was
closed to death. I instructed my family to place me in the middle of
the house according to my habit. I asked for the Holy Quran and
raised it and implored, ‘O Allah Jss32! For the sake of that whose
greatness is mentioned in this Holy Book, cure me from this illness.’

Allah Jss3 accepted my prayer and cured me again, but again I
returned to satisfying my desires and sins and now I am ill again. I
instructed my family again to place me in the middle of the house
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as you can see. When I asked them to bring me the Holy Quran to
recite I could not recite a single letter. I realised that Allah Jss3<
is very displeased with me. I raised my head to the sky and begged,
‘O Allah Jss3<! For the sake of the greatness of this Holy Quran!
Please cure me from this illness.” I heard a voice from the unseen
which spoke words of poetry whose summary is, ‘When you are
sick, you repent and when you are healthy, you indulge into sin
again. For as long as you feel pain, you weep, but when you gain
strength, you begin to do evil deeds. You suffered many problems
and trials but Allah Js=3= saved you from all of them. In spite of His
prohibitions and warnings you remained drowned in sins and
neglected Him for a long time. Did you not fear death? In spite of
having intellect, you persistently disobeyed. You forgot the favour
and grace of Allah Jss3 upon you. You never trembled or were
afraid. So many times you made a promise to Allah Jss3= and then
broke it, in fact you forgot every good and virtuous thing. Before
you depart from this perishing world know that your home is your
grave which informs you of the advent of death every moment.’

Sayyiduna Mangar Bin ‘Ammar .Gl 4l dass 1= said: [ swear by
Allah Jss32! T left him with tears in my eyes and before I reached the
door of my house I heard news of his death. We pray to Allah Js=3=
for a good end because many fasting and praying at nights Muslims
died with a bad end. (Raud-ul-Faiq, Al-Majlis two, pp. 17)

13. The fruit of a good intention and the harm of
a bad intention

It is reported that there were once two brothers, one was a
worshipper and the other a sinner. The worshipper desired to see
Satan in the Mihrab. One day Iblis came to him in human’s disguise
and said, ‘How foolish you are! You wasted forty years of your life
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imprisoning your Nafs and exerting physical pressure upon your
body. You have as much of your life left as has passed, so satisfy the
desires of your Nafs and enjoy yourself, then you can repent later
and start worshipping again. Indeed Allah (Js:32) is Forgiving and
Merciful” On hearing this, the worshipper thought in his heart, ‘I
would go downstairs and fulfil my desires and enjoy the next twenty
years of my life with my brother and then I would repent and spend
the last twenty years of my life in worship.” So he began to walk
downstairs.

On the other hand his sinful brother was thinking to himself, “You
have wasted your life in sins. Your brother will reach Paradise and
you will reach Hell. I swear by Allah Js:32! T will surely repent and
spend the rest of my life worshipping with my brother upstairs. May
be Allah Jss3= will forgive me.” This brother began to walk upstairs
with the intention of repentance whilst his other brother began to
walk downstairs. Suddenly the pious brother slipped and fell upon
the sinful brother, both died together on the stairs. Now the
worshipper will be resurrected with his evil intention of disobedience
and the sinner will be resurrected with his good intention of
repentance.’

Dear Islamic brothers! Please prepare your hearts to take warning
from the events occurring day and night. There were many people
who were far from Allah Js=3= but got close, and many close people
went far. Their families and neighbours oppressed them. For the
close ones is Paradise and for the far ones is Hell. O intellectual
people! Take heed! Surely when the worshipper slipped, he would
have cried over the changing of his intention and falling into sin
and disobedience after worshipping. He loved Allah Js=3<, but if his
love was sincere then he would surely have returned to loyalty, he
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will soon realise that he constructed his building on a fragile edge.
So O people of intellect! Take advice. (Raud-ul-Faig, pp.16)

14. Analysing a conversation

It is stated in Minhaj-ul-‘Abidin that once Sayyiduna Fudayl Bin ‘Tyad
met Sayyiduna Sufyan Sauri Jssali wi=, After a long conversation
Sayyiduna Sufyan Sauri «& J&.414%; commented, ‘T consider today’s
meeting to be the best one.” Sayyiduna Fudayl Bin ‘Tyad s59ialidasoads
responded, ‘I consider it a very dangerous meeting.’ Sayyiduna
Sufyan Sauri «& .4 & asked, ‘Why?” Sayyiduna Fudayl Bin ‘Tyad
s33alidazoai answered, ‘Were we both not beautifying our speech?
Were we not burdening ourselves and showing off?’” On hearing
this Sayyiduna Sufyan Sauri «& .2+ began to cry.

(Minfldj—ul— ‘Abidin, pp. 53, Beirut)

Dear Islamic brothers! Just think! The conversations of the saints of
Allah were sincere and totally Islamic, but they cried due to the fear
of Allah Jss3 and they worried that they may have disobeyed Him.

15. Who paid my debt?

On the way to Tarasiis in order to fight against the Romans,
Sayyiduna ‘Abdullih Bin Mubarak < w.45%; used to stay in an inn
in the city of Ragqah. A young man would arrive and serve him,
and also learn some Ahadis from him. One day the young man did
not appear when he <& Jw.12#; reached there. The Shaykh was in a
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hurry so he left for war with his army. After the battle, he returned
and realised that the young man had been imprisoned by a creditor
to whom he owed some money. The Shaykh asked, ‘How much is
the debt?’ People answered, “Ten thousand dirhams (silver coins).’

At night he «t Jw 4l &% summoned the lender and gave him ten
thousand dirhams and made him swear that for as long as he
(‘Abdullah Bin Mubarak i Js.412#7) is alive he would not tell anyone
about this and that in the morning the lender should free the young
man. Then he «:Jw.4047- left. When the young man returned to the
city after being freed, he learnt that the Shaykh had arrived and
departed the last day. The young man left at the same time and a
few miles later he met the Shaykh. The Shaykh asked, “‘Where were
you? I did not see you at the inn?” He replied, “Your honour! I was
imprisoned due to a debt.” He «:Jw.4#: asked, ‘How did you get
free?” The young man replied, ‘An anonymous person paid my debt
for me so I was freed.” The Shaykh advised, ‘O young man! Thank
Allah Jss3<! Allah Jss3= gave someone the ability to pay your debt.
It was not until the demise of the Shaykh that the young man
discovered this favour. (Tarikh-e-Baghdad, vol. 10, pp. 158)

16. Do not make my name apparent

Sayyiduna Abu Isma’il Bin Nujid Nayshapuri &) <l 4227 1= was
‘Muhaddis-e-Kabir’ in the ‘science of Hadi$’, and ‘Shaykh-e-Akbar’
in Tasawwuf, ‘Ibadat’ and Ma’mulat, and unique in his times in piety
and abstinence and was a ‘true saint’ of his time. After seeing his
miracles and qualities, people believed he was the ‘Abdal’ of his era.

Sayyiduna Ibn Nujid’s father was a very rich man and so he inherited
a lot of money. However this possessor of the wealth of knowledge
and piety spent all his gold and silver on scholars, Mashaikh and
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students. In just a few days he < &.12# spent his entire inheritance
in the path of Allah Jss3<. One day his Shaykh, Abta ‘Usman Hiri
8 lidazsade, needed some money for supplies for soldiers. After
failing to arrange the money from other sources the Shaykh asked
Sayyiduna Ibn Nujid «Jw.ué#s to help. Instantly Ibn Nujid «dwsaiiéizs
brought bags of two thousand dirhams and placed them at the feet
of his Shaykh. The Shaykh became very happy and publicised the
matter in front of a large gathering, which made people cheer him.
However Sayyiduna Ibn Nujid «tJs.2#- was very sad and thought,

‘How sad! People have discovered my good deed.’” He =& Jw b1 &%
disappointingly left the gathering.

A short while later he «J&.412% returned and said to the Shaykh in
front of the gathering, “Your honour! Please return my money to
me, since I no longer wish to spend it in the path of Allah now.
The Shaykh instantly placed the bags of silver in front of Ibn Nujid
«kJealé#2 and Sayyiduna Ibn Nujid «t 047 took the bags home.
The people in the gathering began to gossip amongst themselves.
When night fell and the Shaykh was alone, Sayyiduna Ibn Nujid
«kJai#, came to the Shaykh again with the bags of two thousand
dirhams and said, ‘My Shaykh! Please spend this money secretly and
do not reveal my name to anyone.” On hearing this, Shaykh Abu
‘USman o+ 31&#:2d= began to cry and said, ‘Tbn Nujid («kJsaiaz) I
salute your courage a hundred times over.’

(Bistan-ul-Muhaddisin, pp. 252)

17. His generosity was discovered after his demise

Twice in his life Sayyiduna Imam Zayn-ul-‘Abidin =iz donated
his entire wealth in the path of Allah. He xzJwatic# was so generous
that he 2= Jwi 2z used to send money to many poor residents of
Madinah without the recipients even realising where the money came
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from. When he zz Jwa 22 passed away the poors discovered that
this was all the generosity of Imam Zayn-ul-‘Abidin.
(Siyar A’lam-un-Nubala, vol. 5, pp. 336-337)

18. Who shall I show off for?

The great Hadi$ master Sayyiduna Muhammad Bin ‘Abdur Rahman
o7 H&#z2dz once visited someone. During the conversation the man
said to him, T think, I sense showing off and pretence in your deeds.’
Instantly he «& J& . &% picked a small piece of straw from the
ground and said, “‘Who would I show off to with my deeds? I swear
by Allah Jss32! All worldly people of the entire earth are of worth
less in my eyes than this splinter.’ (Sivar A’lam-un-Nubala, vol. 7, pp. 110)

19. We do not sell Ta’wiz here

Sayyid Ayyub ‘Ali Sahib stated that once a man brought an offering
of a brand new pot of a sweet dessert. A’la Hadrat «kJw.b14#- asked,
‘Why did you trouble yourself?” The man answered, ‘T came to say
Salam to you.” A’la Hadrat <& Jws.t14# responded to his Salam and
then remained silent for a short while, after which he «t Jw . 4=
asked, ‘Do you need anything?” He responded, ‘Nothing, your
honour! I only came to see how you were.” A’la Hadrat «t Jw.il &+
replied, ‘“Thank you.” After another short silence, A’la Hadrat
«k 465 b &7 asked again, ‘Do you need anything?’ Again the man
replied in the negative. Then A’la Hadrat «t J 4l &% instructed
someone to take the sweet dish inside.

A short while later the man requested for a Ta'wiz. A’la Hadrat
«eJbié#s said, ‘T asked you three times whether you needed anything,
but you did not answer! Fine, wait there.” He <t J&.u14%; then had a
Ta’wiz brought from his nephew, the late ‘Ali Ahmad Khan, (who
was appointed to write Ta'wizat) and gave it to the man. As well as
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this, A’la Hadrat <& & 4% indicated to Haji Kiféyatulléh Sahib to
bring back the pot of the sweet dish, and he <& w1477 returned it
with these words, ‘Please take this pot back with you. We do not
sell Ta’wiz here.” The man insisted with apology but A’la Hadrat
«kJaé#: refused. The man eventually left with his pot of dessert.
(Hayat-e-A’la-Hadrat, vol. 1, pp. 171)

Jss al1o222] The great piety of A’la Hadrat - s.4122:! Even though
that gift was not a payment for the Ta'wiz, and even if it was a
payment, it is permissible to take a payment in exchange for giving
a Ta’wiz, but his sincerity did not permit him to derive personal
profit from a religious service and hence he «Jw.t14#- returned the
offering.

20. I do not sell knowledge

Sayyid Ayyub ‘Ali Sahib stated: Once A’la Hadrat < J&.114%7 said to
]aBéngir Khan Sahib Qadiri Razavi a resident of Mahallah CBaypi
Tolah and an oil merchant, ‘T need some field oil.’ Since he used to
sell oil. So he brought the required amount, after A’la Hadrat
«kJsaé#, enquired about the price, the merchant replied, “The usual
price is such and such, but your honour, you can give me less.” A’la
Hadrat «t J&. 4% responded, “Take from me what you take from
other people.” He replied, ‘No! Your honour, you are a respected
figure and a scholar. How can I charge you the normal price? A’la
Hadrat <t Js.14%; replied, T do not sell knowledge.” Eventually he
«kJ&41a#; paid Khan Sahib the normal price.

(Hayat-e-A’la-Hadrat, vol. 1, pp. 172)
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21. I cannot sell admiration

In the early days of Dawat-e-Islami, wherever Amir-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat
el 233555225 used to travel to deliver Sunnah-inspiring speeches
there was an Islamic brother who would set up a perfume stall
owned by Amir-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat <) 245555255 which a lot of people
were unaware of. Somehow, the Imam-e-Masjid discovered that
Amir-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat /) 235555225 made his own efforts to earn
lawful provisions and did not run his house on charity. In a wave of
passion, the Imam announced on the microphone that the perfume
stall outside belonged to Amir-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat <) 243555 245 and
that he strove to earn lawful sustenance and did not ask people for
donations. Amir-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat </ =445 55245 was disturbed by this
public announcement and thought, ‘May be people will buy things
now out of admiration for me.” That day whatever money he made
on the stall he donated in the path of Allah Jss3¢ and said, ‘T cannot
sell my admiration.’

Prayer

O Allah J_ss3<! For the sake of Your Beloved and Blessed Prophet
asalzade Jat I= fill our empty hands with the wealth of sincerity!

& | T Nezosdy %o > <3 - - 5 )
R T LV RRA NP
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Note: This glossary consists of only an introductory explanation to Islamic
terms. For thorough understanding, please consult some Sunni scholar.

Duwa [£3]: Supplication

Fard [_>3%]: It is an obligation without performing which one cannot be
freed from duty and if some act is Fard in worship, the worship will not be
accomplished without performing that act. Not performing a Fard
deliberately is a grave sin.

Ghusl [ |2£]: Ritual bath
Haji [5'>]: One who has performed Hajj
Halal [J>]: Lawful (by Shari’ah)

Haram [¢’>]: It is opposite of Fard; committing it deliberately even once

is a grave sin.

Imam [¢\5!]: A Muslim who leads others in congregational Salah.

Isal-e-Sawab I3 JLZ]]: Tsal-e-Sawab refers to the act of spiritually donating
the reward of virtuous deeds to the Muslims. Isil-e-Sawab may be made to
all deceased and living male and female Muslims including even Muslim
jinns. See its detailed method in the booklet ‘Method of Fatihak’ published
by Maktaba-tul-Madinah.

Kanz-ul-Iman [0\Y1%5]: Name of the Urdu translation of the Holy Quran
by Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, Al-Haj, Al-Hafiz, Al-Qarl Imam Ahmad Raza
Khan #9147 sade,

Makriih [-3;353]: Disliked
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Miskin [:5-]: A Miskin is the one who possesses nothing and has to beg

others for food to satisfy hunger and clothes to cover the body. Begging is
Halal (allowed) for him.

Mufti [ s2]: An authorized scholar who is expert in Islamic jurisprudence

to answer religious queries.

Na’at [«=3]: Poetic eulogy in praise of the Prophet of mankind, the Peace
of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind -Lesalsade i 1=

Nafl [ }<5]: Supererogatory act / worship
Qiblah [+3]: The direction which Muslims face during Salah etc.
Sadaan [£55]: Charity or alms

Salat/Salat-‘Alan-Nabi 7 [ o) & 32): Supplication for asking blessings
for the Holy Prophet -Lusaisadedwa d=

Shar’i [.£2]: According to Shari’ah

Shart’at/Shar’ah [ {i]: Commandments of Allah Js:3¢ and His Noble

Prophet ~lusiaded@al 1=
Sirah [:532]: Chapter of the Holy Quran
Ummah [éi.ﬁ]: Believers of the Holy Prophet -leaisak: w:b1 1= as a whole

Wajib [«=5]: It is an obligation without performing which one will not be
freed from obligation and if a Wajib act is missed in worship, that worship
will be considered defective; however the worship will be considered
performed. Not performing a Wajib once deliberately is a minor sin and
leaving it a few times is a grave sin.

Wudi [ »>5]: Ritual ablution which is a pre-requisite for Salah, Tawaf and
for touching the Holy Quran etc.
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