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Du‘ a for reading this book

R ead the following du‘ a (supplication) before you study a
religious book or an Islamic lesson, you will remember

whatever you study «Ui-Cze):

,if\’ é/\i;i} >z ,:3\ ﬁjzx
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Trasslation

O Allah Js532! Open the doors of knowledge and wisdom for us
and have mercy on us! O the One Who is the most glorious and
honourable! (al-Mustatraf, vol. 1, pp. 40)

Note:
Recite saldt upon the Prophet & once before and after the du‘ 4.
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This work was extracted from pages 314 to 332 of Call to Righteousness.

Protecting your gaze

Supplication of Amir Ahl al-Sunnah:

O Lord of Mustafal Whoever reads or listens to the 25-page
booklet “Protecting your gaze”, help them to avoid all sin, save
them from infringing the rights of Muslims, and forgive them
without accountability.

s alastedifoe il Sl gt

The excellence of reciting saldt upon the Prophet £
The Beloved Prophet lasalsaeadn Ie said:

“Whoever recited salat upon me three times in the morning and
evening out of love for me, it is for Allah to forgive that person’s
sins of that day and night.”

ZEkan s dilyls

! Al-Mu’jam al-Kabir, vol. 18, p. 362, hadith: 928
1
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Rights of sitting on a path

It is stated in Sahih al-Bukhari from Sayyiduna Abu Sa’id al-
Khudri 2:zalie2e that the Messenger of Allah =lsaisatali e said
(to his Companions), “You should avoid sitting on paths.”

The Companions :z:=alic2: replied, “We converse (regarding
important issues) in these gatherings, and this is a matter of
necessity for us.”

The Prophet =iz a2l = then said, “When you come to
gatherings, give the path its right.”

They asked, “What is the right of the path?”, to which the
Prophet =l s < 2l 1= replied, “Keeping the gaze lowered,
removing that which is harmful, replying to salaam, enjoining
good and forbidding evil !

Giving account for every look on the Day of Judgement

Dear Islamic brothers, the hadith above described four rights of
a path.

Its first right is to keep the gaze lowered. This is indeed pivotally
important. With the intention to earn reward of the Hereafter, I
present you with a quote to encourage you to contemplate
where you glance.

! Sahih al-Bukhari: 6,229
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Hujjat al-Islam, Imam Aba Hamid Muhammad b. Muhammad
b. Muhammad al-Ghazali <1147, has explained:

One should protect his eyes from looking at anything
trivial (unnecessary to look at), because Allah will even ask
a person about trivial glances on the Day of Judgement the

same way He will ask about trivial speech.’

It is essential to avoid looking at non-mahram women (women
with whom marriage is not always haram). It is stated in a

hadith, o35G (The eyes commit adultery).?

If one continues looking in all four directions on the street, it
will be extremely difficult to refrain from unlawful gazing. By
Allah, none will be able to bear the torment that comes with this.

Quranic commandment to protect the gaze

Let us take a look at some extracts from Parday kay Baaray
mayn Suwal Jawab (Questions and Answers about Islamic Veil),
published by Dawat-e-Islami’s Maktaba-tul-Madinah.

Ordering men to guard their eyes, Allah commands in verse 30
of Strah al-Nur:

' Thya al-"Ulam, vol. 5, p. 126
2 Musnad Imam Ahmad: 8,852
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2w 29
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Translation from Kanz al-Iman: “Command the Muslim men
to keep their gaze somewhat low.””

Women have also been commanded:

g a ’ KT
T PAWIIOTIENE AN AU 1

Translation from Kanz al-Iman: “And command the Muslim

women to keep their gaze slightly low.”

Eyes will be filled with fire
Imam al-Ghazali =& 4l &#; writes, “Whoever fills his eyes with

haram will have his eyes filled with fire on the Day of Judgement.”

Needle of fire

‘Allamah Abu al-Faraj ‘Abd al-Rahman b. al-Jawzi e alié=s
narrates:

Seeing the beauty of a woman is one of the poison-
tipped arrows of Satan. One who does not protect his
eyes from looking at a non-mahram will have a needle

of fire cast across his eyes on the Day of Judgement.”

"al-Quran, 24 : 30
2al-Quran, 24 : 31

* Mukashafat al-Qulub, p. 10
¢ Bahr al-Dumii“p. 171
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Four hadith about protecting the eyes

1. Sayyiduna Jarir b. "Abd Allah zzaligze said, “T asked the
Messenger of Allah =l s < ali I= about looking at
something (impermissible) by chance or suddenly, to

1

which he commanded, ‘Avert your gaze.

2. The Messenger of Allah =424l d= once said to
Sayyiduna ‘Al -5501ag55a00%55;

After looking once, do not look again (meaning:
if you look at a woman by chance without bad
intention, then do not look again). The first look

is permissible, the second is impermissible.)?
3. The Messenger of Allah zlsalsatalile beautifully said:

The Muslim who looks at the beauty of a
woman (unintentionally) and then lowers his
gaze, Allah will bestow upon him (the ability to
perform) worship whose pleasure he will

experience.’

4. On one occasion, the Prophet slssaisadealy le relayed a
hadith al-Qudsi (a statement of Allah), “Gazing is a
poison-tipped arrow of Satan. Whoever gives this up in

" Sahih Muslim: 2,159

2 Sunan Abi Dawnd: 2,149

3 Musnad Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal: 22,341
5
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fear of Me, I will bestow upon him such faith that he will

feel its sweetness in his heart.”’

Do not even look at a woman’s shawl

The hadith scholar ‘Ala’ b. Ziyad «dealla#; said, “Do not even
cast your eyes at the shawl of a woman, because looking creates

lust in the heart.”

Where should we look when speaking to someone?

Q: Is it essential to keep one’s gaze lowered when conversing?

A: There are different scenarios that can exist in this regard. For
example, if a man speaks to an amrad and experiences lust
because of looking at him, or if a man is talking to a non-mahram
woman with shar 7 permission or vice versa, they should talk
with their gaze lowered so that their sight does not fall on the
face, body or clothing of the other person. If there is no shar 7
prohibition, then there is no harm in talking whilst looking at
face. To get into the habit of protecting the eyes from sin,
lowering the gaze when speaking to everyone is commendable.
In today’s day and age, it is often observed that someone who is
not habitual of lowering his gaze when conversing will find it very
difficult to do so when speaking to an amrad or woman.

! al-Mu ‘jam al-Kabir, vol. 10, pp. 173, hadith: 10,362
2 Hilyat al-Awliya,, vol. 2, p. 277
6
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12 people became Muslim after watching Madani Channel

Dear Islamic brothers, guarding the eyes has great blessings.
Note an inspirational story in this regard.

A preacher of Dawat-e-Islami from Karachi once went to
Madinah al-Munawwarah. On Friday 6 May 2011 (2 Jumad al-
Ukhra 1432 AH), at around 4pm, he met a young man wearing
a green imamah.

During the conversation, the young man disclosed he was from
Mumbeai, and all of his 12 family members including him had
accepted Islam on Friday 5 Dhu al-Hijjat al-Haram 1431 AH (12
November 2010).

Describing what led to this, he explained how his family
members had started watching Dawat-e-Islami’s Madani
Channel for some time. Seeing Muslims in an Islamic attire
smile and explain things in a simple manner appealed to them
greatly. They initially had reservations about Muslims and held
ill-opinions about them after seeing some who were not
practising and ill-mannered. Madani Channel, however, had
shown them the true image of Islam, and this led to them being
greatly impressed.

They were particularly inspired by the motivation repeatedly
offered by Dawat-e-Islami’s preachers regarding lowering one’s
gaze. Listening to the benefits of guarding one’s eyes captivated
them. Their mother would say, “In these testing times, these

www.dawateislami.net
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people advise people to lower their gaze. Indeed, one should
keep his gaze lowered.”

With the passage of time, they developed so much love for Islam
by watching Madani Channel’s programmes that they
eventually contemplated accepting Islam and becoming
Muslim. However, they were worried of what people would say
in response to this.

This fear of theirs was also eliminated by virtue of Madani
Channel. When the Head of Dawat-e-Islami’s Central Executive
Committee, Aba Hamid Muhammad Imran Attari c.W) asls,
delivered a Sunnah-inspiring speech entitled ‘Log Kya Kehein
Ge?” (What will People Say?), the family collectively decided to
not care about what anyone would say. <2223 They all recited
the shahada and became Muslim.

The young man further explained how he was a government
employee. After becoming Muslim, his name became
Muhammad Ibraheem. <1525 He also become a disciple in

the Qadiriyyah spiritual order of Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir al-
Jilani agealiaze,

The preacher narrating this incident went on to further explain
how he and the young man presented themselves at the resting
place of the Prophet zlazatalils together. The young man
was overwhelmed with emotion. He was heard saying
repeatedly, “O Messenger of Allah zlsalsatali =] Bestow upon
me the ability to guard my eyes.” Then, whilst under the shade

8
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of the Green Dome, the young man further declared, “I will try

my best to bring non-Muslims to accept Islam &l Cze),

May Allah grant him steadfastness in Islam and the Madani
environment of Dawat-e-Islami, and may the Almighty grant us
the same for his sake. ‘Log Kya Kehein Ge?’, the speech that led
to 12 people becoming Muslim, can be watched or listened to at
www.dawateislami.net

;-LM’J\'JA:LM.”‘UV&;@ Q;‘L;).\?J‘ é\sg\é.gc,:’«,gf

2l ls  addenls
The gaze of the Prophet @\;
Q: Please describe the Prophet’s 2lsssaalii= manner of looking.

A: He would never affix his sight upon someone’s face. When
not looking at something, he would lower his gaze. As opposed
to looking up, his gaze remained focussed downwards. By
extension, this means he would mostly lower his gaze when
remaining silent.

He would frequently look from the corner of his eyes due to his
exponential level of modesty, not looking squarely. When
focussing upon something, he would do so intently without
looking here and there.

www.dawateislami.net
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Some have explained how he would not simply turn his neck and
head to focus on something, rather he would turn his entire body. '

Jis taraf uth gaee dam mein dam aa gaya

Us nigah-e-‘inayat pe lakhon salam

Explaining the poetry of Imam Ahmad Raza Khan

In the above couplet, my master Imam Ahmad Raza Khan
deallizzs extolls:
Wherever our beloved Prophet zlsalsaeali e cast his
blissful glance in this world and the Hereafter, the dead
came to life and freshness was given to every soul. May
hundreds of thousands of salaams be upon his pure,
merciful and generous gaze.

Molten lead poured into the eyes

It is narrated: “If a person lustfully looks at the beauty of a
woman who is not his mahram, molten lead will be poured into

his eyes on the Day of Judgement.”

One’s sister-in-law is also a non-mahram woman. Men who
deliberately look at their sister-in-law, remaining informal or
joking with them, should fear the punishment of Allah and
repent immediately. For a sister-in-law to call her younger or

! Jama ‘ al-Wasail fi Sharh al-Shamail li al-Qari, pp. 53 - 52; Ihya al- ‘Ulim, vol. 2, p. 442
2 Hidayah, vol. 2, p. 368
10
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elder brother-in-law 'brother’ does not permit unveiling and
informality. These days, brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law are
engrossed in sins such as unlawfully gazing at each other,
meeting informally and joking around with one another. Heed
the advice that informal interaction between a brother-in-law
and sister-in-law is a cause for concern. It is better for both to
neither see nor talk to each other informally unless required.

L2 A ls A denis

A patient of tuberculosis

To cultivate the qualities of shyness and modesty within you and
protect yourself against misusing your eyes, build willpower to
protect your eyes from looking at impermissible things.
Furthermore, develop the habit of lowering your eyes when
speaking to others and always remain affiliated with the religious
environment of Dawat-e-Islami.

To accomplish the aim of “I must strive to reform myself and the
people of the entire world’”, remain focussed on protecting your
faith. Offer salah, act upon the sunnah and fill in the Pious Deeds
booklet with consistency. To gain steadfastness in all these areas,
review your deeds every day by filling in the Pious Deeds booklet
and submit it to the relevant representative of Dawat-e-Islami
on the first day of every month. You should also punctually
travel every month with at least a 3-day Sunnah-inspiring
Madani gafilah in the company of those who love the Prophet

11
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slesalsageali de, For purposes of encouragement, let me tell you
an amazing story about this.

At the time of writing, a particular Islamic brother from
Nankana (Punjab, Pakistan) has been in the religious
environment of Dawat-e-Islami for 12 years. The reason for his
affiliation was his participation in a 3-day international ijtima
(held in Sahra-i-Madinah, Multan).

Around seven and a half months after the ijtima’, he fell
seriously ill and was diagnosed with tuberculosis. After living
with the disease for four and a half months, the time for the
proceeding year’s international 3-day ijtima‘ drew near. He
deeply desired to attend it, but his family members disagreed.
He attempted to convince his mother by saying, “Those who
love the Messenger of Allah <lsalsatali = will be there in huge
numbers. Please allow me to go. By virtue of being around pious
people and the heartfelt du ‘@” made there, I will return cured
ATzl

U 62231 He was ultimately granted permission, took his
medicine and other necessary items, and proceeded to attend.

To conclude the gathering, the final touching du'd’ was
underway and close to ending. Saddened, he thought to himself
that many prayers had been made, but none were made
specifically for patients of tuberculosis, and he was hoping that
this particular prayer was made.

12
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Just as this thought crossed his mind, something amazing
occurred. The voice of the person making du'd’ on the
microphone then echoed out exclaiming, “O Allah! Completely
cure patients of cancer and tuberculosis.” (The names of some
other illnesses were also mentioned during the du ‘a’, which the
narrator of this story said he has forgotten.) Hearing the specific
du‘a’ being made for the illness he was suffering from, he felt as
though his heart was telling him, “You have been cured now.”
The very next day, he went to the city of Sheikhupura for a check-up.
X-rays and other tests were performed, and seeing the results, even
the specialist doctors were left amazed. “Congratulations!”, they
proclaimed, “You have been cured of tuberculosis.”

Virtues of enduring illness

Dear Islamic brothers, did you see how an Islamic brother
suffering from tuberculosis was miraculously cured by the
mercy of Allah when he attended a Sunnah-inspired ijtima ? We
implore Allah to give us good health, which leads us to having the
strength to worship Him. If you do become ill, however, do not
give up. Be patient and focus your attention on the great reward
reserved for you in the Hereafter for enduring illness.

It is narrated by Sayyiduni Anas b. Malik 2z 2lic2: that the
Prophet =lsalsadeali i said:

When a Muslim is afflicted with any physical disease, an
angel is ordered, “Write the same good deeds he used to

13
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do.” If he is given cure, he is cleansed and purified. If he is

given death, he is forgiven and granted mercy (by Allah)."

L2 A ls A denis
The second right of the path: removing that which is

harmful

We have thus far discussed one facet of the hadith from Sahih
al-Bukhari mentioned at the beginning of this booklet which
centred around the rights of sitting on a pathway. The one right
we have discussed up to now is ‘keeping the gaze lowered’.

We shall now go on to discuss the second right mentioned in
the hadith—‘removing that which is harmful’—with further
points mentioned from the work Call to Righteousness. Read
attentively, for there is great excellence in removing harmful
things from the path of Muslims.

Dawat-e-Islami’s Maktaba-tul-Madinah has published Jannat
Mein Le Jane Wale Amal (Deeds that take you to Paradise), and
on page 623 of this book, the following hadith of the Prophet
slsalsaali de can be found: “A person passed by a path. He
found a thorny branch on it and proceeded to remove it. Allah

liked this deed of that person and forgave him.”

! Sharh al-Sunnah, vol. 3, p. 187, hadith: 1,424
2 Sahih Muslim: 1,914
14
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Reward for removing something harmful from the path

Sayyidund Aba Darda’ «z2lis2 has narrated:

Whoever removed from the path of Muslims that which
is harmful, a virtue is written for him. He who has a
virtue written for him with Allah will be made to enter

Paradise by Him due to it.!

Identifying that which is harmful on a path

Dear Islamic brothers, whilst seeking to please Allah, removing
stones from the path of Muslims which otherwise may cause harm,
removing glass which can injure their feet, or removing anything else
that may cause them to slip or fall are all acts of reward.

Similarly, if there is a hole in the ground or an uncovered
manhole, try to cover them with something if possible.
Uncovered manholes are so dangerous that children etc.
sometimes fall into them and die. If there is the risk of an iron
lid being stolen from the manhole, use a cement one instead.

Nobody should throw onto a path anything which can cause
difficulty to others, such as fruit peels or rubbish. Issues such as
a blockage in the sewer system of a home causing dirty water to
flow onto the street should be resolved immediately.

L al-Mu ‘jam al-Awsat, vol. 1, p. 19, raqgm: 32
15
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Items such as clothes that have been washed should not be hung to
dry in places where water may drip upon passers-by. To throw
garbage outside someone’s home and thus cause harm is a sin.
Violation of public rights—such as blocking public paths to
hold religious gatherings, an outdoor ijtima , or any religious or
worldly ceremony—is impermissible and sinful. Islam deems it
impermissible for someone to deliberately bring harm and
difficulty to others by setting up a stall to sell things outside their
home or park there. The same applies to carrying out these
actions to limit space for the passers-by on a footpath.

However, if a masjid is filled to the brim and people must pray
outside, or a road is blocked due to a funeral procession, there
is no sin in these cases. In the same way, there is no harm in
holding a procession to see off or welcome those travelling for
hajj, or to celebrate Mawlid on 12 Rabi‘ al-Awwal.

L2 kan o codilenls

The third right of the path: replying to salaam
Acquiring 90 mercies out of 100

Now, the subject of replying to salaam will be addressed, which
is the third facet of the hadith mentioned earlier.

When any Muslim says salaam, it is wajib to reply instantly in a

voice loud enough so that the one giving salaam can hear.

16
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Saying salaam and meeting Muslims hold great excellence. The
Messenger of Allah =lualsatalid= said:

When two Muslims meet and one of them gives salaam
to his companion, the one who meets the other with
greater warmth and affection is more beloved to Allah.
One hundred mercies descend upon them when they
shake hands, 90 of which are for the one who gave

salaam first, and 10 for the one who shook hands first.

The Messenger of Allah dzsalsadealn Ie also said, “When two
Muslims shake hands with each other at the time of meeting,

they are forgiven before they separate.”

Commenting on the part “When two Muslims shake hands with
each other at the time of meeting”, ‘Allamah ‘Abd al-Ra’af al-
Manawi «t=i4#; explains, “This is in reference to men shaking

hands with men and women with women.”?

Dear Islamic brothers, every Muslim usually gets the privilege
of saying salaam, replying to it, and shaking hands with other
Muslims. Intending to reap the reward for spreading goodness,
let us note some points from the booklet 101 Madani Pearls,
published by Dawat-e-Islami’s Maktaba-tul-Madinah.

" Musnad Bazzar, vol. 1, p. 437, hadith: 308

2 al-Tirmidhi: 2,736

* Fayd al-Qadir Sharh al-Jam i al-Saghir, vol. 5, p. 637, hadith: 8,109
17
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Do not consider every point listed here to be a Sunnah of the
Prophet =lsasatalide, Although some acts of Sunnah will be
mentioned, there may also be other sayings of pious
predecessors 2d0 2327, Unless known for sure, no deed can be
declared a Sunnah.

11 Madani pearls of salaam

1. It is sunnah to say salaam when meeting a Muslim.'

2. The following summary can be found on page 49 of
Bahar-i-Shari‘at published by Maktaba-tul-Madinah
(comprising of 3 volumes and 1,332 pages):

When saying salaam, one should have the following
intention in his heart, “The wealth and respect of the
person I am about to say salaam to is under my
protection, and I consider it haram to interfere in any

of these things.”

3. However many times you meet in a day, even when
repetitively going from one room to another, giving
salaam to the Muslims present there is an act of reward.

4. Giving salaam first is sunnah.

5. He who gives salaam first gains closeness to Allah.

! Islamic sisters should gave salam to fellow Islamic sisters or their mahrams
18
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6. The Prophet zlsalsatalils has said, “He who gives

salaam first is free from arrogance.”

7. Ninety mercies descend upon the one who says
salaam first, and ten mercies descend upon the one

who replies.?

8. The person saying salaam is granted 10 good deeds for
saying iz #xaf (may peace be upon you), 20 good
deeds by adding «#15=55(and the mercy of Allah) and 30
for adding -%¢éx3(and His blessings).

Some people add the words Jannat al-maqam and
Dozakh al-haram when saying salaam; this is not
correct. Imam Ahmad Raza Khan «kUi4#: writes on
page 409 of the 22 volume of Fatawa Razawiyyah,
“One should at least say iz 2vas; it is better to add

44132255 and it is even better to add <365 sbut not
anything else”.

If a person giving salaam has said X223, the replier

should say «b)2525 553201 (23, If the former has said
b 2525 32802 25T, the latter should say 563801 28025

w0655 54012525, If the former has already added 5653,

! Shu ‘ab al-Iman, vol. 6, p. 433, hadith 8,786
2 Kimiya-e-Sa ‘adat, vol. 1, p. 394
19
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the latter should also only add 565 5 in reply and
nothing else. 3505
9. The replying person can earn 30 virtues by saying
3 5abi s s 0L 28515,

10. It is wajib to reply to salaam instantly in a voice loud
enough for the giver of salaam to hear.

11. Learn the correct pronunciation of saying and
replying to salaam. Allow me to say it first, then repeat

after me- (&..ww\((.f S S CA
Now, [ will say the wording of the reply, and you should
repeat it after me, ,W\r’i;lémm e < J 5 -3,

L2 kan o codilenis

14 Madani pearls of shaking hands with others

1. When two Muslims meet, it is Sunnah for them to use
both hands for shaking hands.

2. Give salaam before shaking hands.
3. Also say salaam when leaving. You may shake hands too.

4. The Messenger of Allah zlssalsaiealn 1= has said:
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When two Muslims shake hands whilst meeting
and ask each other regarding their wellbeing,
Allah showers 100 mercies between them. Out of
them, 99 mercies are for the one who meets
more cordially and enquires about his brother’s

wellbeing in an excellent manner.'

5. Recite salat upon the Prophet when shaking hands; past
and future sins will be forgiven before your hands
separate aUi-Lza),

6. After reciting salat upon the Prophet while shaking
hands with each other, also recite this du ‘a” if possible:

;355 i34 cads- “May Allah forgive us and you.”

7. The du'a’ made when two Muslims are shaking hands
with each other will be accepted, and both of them will

be forgiven before their hands separate 2 1Lz,
8. Shaking hands removes enmity.

9. Saying salaam to Muslims, shaking hands with them and
even looking at them with love are all acts of reward. A
hadith states, “If someone looks at his Muslim brother with
love and a heart devoid of hatred, both of their previous sins

are forgiven before the person looks away.”

L al-Mu ‘jam al-Awsat, vol. 5, p. 380, hadith: 7672
2 al-Mu ‘jam al-Awsat, vol. 6, p. 131, hadith: 8,251
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10. Regardless of how many times you meet, you can shake
hands each time.

11. These days, some people meet by shaking just one hand
with each other. Some even just use their fingers. All this
is contrary to Sunnah.

12. It is makrith to kiss one’s hand after shaking hands with

someone else.’

(Brothers who kiss their own palm after shaking hands
with others should do away with this habit.)

There is no reason to prohibit someone who kisses his
own hand for blessings after having shaken hands with
a saint. Imam Ahmad Raza Khan «&-12#; has stated:

If a person shakes hands with someone and then kisses
his own hand to receive blessings, there is no cause for
prohibition provided that the one whose hands were
shaken is the sort of person from whom blessings are

received.’

13. If anyone feels lust while shaking hands with an amrad
(physically attractive young man), it is not permissible

! Bahar-i-Shari ‘at, vol. 3, p. 472
2 Jadd al-Mumtar, p. 4551, unpublished
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to shake hands with him. If he feels lust due to looking

at him, even looking at him will be a sin in this case.’

14. When shaking hands with each other, the Sunnah is for
the palms of both people to come into contact without

anything (such as a handkerchief) in between.?

Torment of shaking hands with a non-mahram woman

A hadith contains the following:

Whoever shook hands with a non-mahram woman (a
woman with whom marriage is not permanently
forbidden) will come forth on the Day of Judgement in the
state that his hand is tied to his neck with a chain of fire.?

In volume 3, page 446 of Bahar-i-Shari ‘at:

To shake hands with a non-mahram woman is not
permissible. For this reason, the Messenger of Allah
2lesallsagealil = would not shake hands with women even
when administering bay‘ah. He would only make
women undertake it verbally. However, if a woman is so old
that there is no risk of lust, then there is no harm in shaking

"al-Durr al-Mukhtar, vol. 2, p. 98
2 Bahar-i-Shari‘at, vol. 3, p. 471
* Qurrat al- Uyun, p. 389
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hands with her. Similarly, if a man is so old that there is no
risk of lust at all, then he can also shake hands.”

2l e Ao

Fourth right of the path: enjoining good and forbidding evil

Enjoining good and forbidding evil is the fourth and final right
referred to in the opening hadith of this booklet.

There is no limit to the reward one can earn by calling people
towards righteousness and stopping them from evil. One has
many opportunities of fulfilling this right on a path. For
example, if you are sitting down and someone shakes your
hands without giving salaam, you can offer them good advice
and say, “My dear brother, saying salaam before shaking hands
is Sunnah for the one who has come to meet someone.”

Some people bow low when saying salaam. They should also be
offered advice based on the circumstances. For example, they
can be informed:

Ruling 31 in volume 3, page 464 of Bahar-i-Shari‘at
states: “Some people bow low when saying salaam. If
anyone bows to the extent of rukii , this will be haram,

whereas bowing lesser than this is makrith.”

! Bahar-i-Shari‘at, vol. 3, p. 446
2 Bahar-i-Shari ‘at, vol. 3, p. 464
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However, there is no harm in bowing in order to kiss someone’s
hand. In fact, it is difficult to do so without bowing.

An excellent way of conveying this type of call to
righteousness is to keep a Madani bag with Maktabat al-
Madinah’s published booklets, such as 101 Madani Pearls, for
example. This way, you can show these Madani pearls to others.
You can even make good intentions and gift the booklet to a
person after you have shown someone its content. Remember, it
is important to make good intentions before every act. If there
is no good intention, no reward will be granted. For example,
make the following intention before you gift the booklet, “I
intend to please a Muslim for the pleasure of Allah by presenting
this booklet to him.” Without making a good intention, if anyone
conveys the call to righteousness, makes individual effort to
spread good, informs others of the Sunnah, motivates others
to attend the Sunnah-inspiring gatherings, invites others to
travel with Madani gafilahs and to act upon the Pious Deeds
booklet, he will not gain any reward.
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