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Quranic Commentary / Mufti Muhammad Qasim Attari

Continued — second and final instalment

The fifth style of encouragement

There is always some form of obstacle in us performing a good deed. Said obstacle can be internal or
external. Allah has taught us what can become hindrances in spending in His way. Refuting external
impediments and encouraging us to spend in His way, He declares:
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Satan makes you fear poverty and commands indecency, and Allah promises you forgiveness from Him and
grace; and Allah is Most-Bestowing, All-Knowing.*

The external obstacle to spending in the way of Allah is Satan. His Satanic whispers are to the tune of, “If
you give charity, you will become poor yourself. Don’t spend a penny.” Allah warns us that Satan calls them
towards miserliness, and He promises that if we spend in His way, He will bestow His grace and forgiveness
upon us. We should also be aware He is endlessly generous. He will not let our wealth diminish due to our
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charity, but instead bring about even more blessing
in it.

The sixth style

The same way that Allah refutes the external
obstacle in spending in His way, (the misgivings
of Satan), He also mentions the internal causes
and guides us in how to avoid it. The greed and
miserliness of the carnal self (nafs) are these
internal causes. Allah alerts to this blameworthy
trait and announces glad tidings upon attaining
salvatlon from 1t

Humans are inclined to selfishness

As for whoever frees himself from this greed:
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And whosoever was saved from the greed of his soul,
then it is they who are successful.?

The final Prophet lssalsadealnd= states about this
blameworthy trait, “Avoid 74 (greed), as this
certaintly destroyed those before you. It incited
them to kill unlawfully and commit haram
actions.™

Miserliness is a huge obstacle in a person’s path
when they set out to give charity to please Allah.
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Yes, it is you who are called upon to spend in the
way of Allah. So, some among you are miserly and
whosoever is miserly is only miserly, against himself.*

Miserly people deprive themselves of the reward
that comes with spending in charity; they deprive
themselves of being prayed for by the poor, being
loved by them, being recorded amongst the pious
and generous, gaining closeness to Allah and
residing in lofty stations of Paradise. They will also
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have to bear the harms that come with miserliness.

e seventh style

There is also a cause behind the greediness and
miserliness of the carnal self, which prevents a
person spending in the way of Allah, and that
is love of wealth. This is the root of many evils,
and if removed from the heart, a person finds
spending in the way of Allah becoming easy. For
this reason, Allah condemns love of wealth and
people’s succumbing to this lowly characteristic in
a manner befitting His divine wisdom, stating:

sorgonke *p 258 S5
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And you love wealth excessively.®

In accordance with the context of the verse, a
characteristic of the disbelievers is being explained,
in that they love wealth so intensely they do not
wish to spend it. For this reason they do not respect
orphans, feed the poor, or encourage others to
give in charity. On the contrary, they take the
wealth of others and usurp their lands, inheritance,
and ownership; they even kill others for this
purpose. Due to love of wealth, which is the root of
corruption, they give rise to all types of discord.

Mentioning the heedlessness that comes due to chasing
wealth, the latter's fleeting nature, as well as making us
reflect upon the grave and Hereafter, Allah states:
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The desire of amassing wealth has made you
heedless. Until you saw the graves. Certainly, soon
you will come to know. Then certainly, soon you will

come to know®

r._,l;.aiw@'t.;;.i;g_s.gsanauq_:- Look at the benevolence,
mercy, and grace of Allah! He explains the same
ruling in differing ways for the rectification, success,
and betterment of creation. This is that Quranic
style regarding which Allah declares:
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And we have certainly stated matters in this Quran
in various ways that they may understand.”

Allah mentions words of counsel in differing
styles in the Quran. At some places they come
with proofs, at others with examples; sometimes
with wisdom, sometimes with admonition. The
foundational purpose of explaining in these
varied styles is so mankind can find guidance and
understand the truth.

This Quranic style is in concordance with the
human psyche, as it speaks to people according
to their understandings. Some people accept
through evidence, some out of fear, and other by
way of similitudes. Sometimes, the same person
experiences different states, so it is beneficial to
explain to him by causing him to become fearful at
times and being gentle at other.

At the end of the verse cited in the opening, Allah
declares:
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And Allah lessens and makes abundant;®

This is because whisperings arise about the
depletion of wealth through spending in the way of
Allah, so to dispel this doubt, Allah mentions that
He constricts provision for whomever He wills and
expands it for whomever He wills. Increase and
decrease are controlled by His power, and He has
promised expanse for whoever spends in His way,
so do not fear doing so. The One in whose path you
are spending is benevolent as befits His glory and
His treasures are endless.

The Companion Abli Hurayra azalie#z narrates that
the final Prophet -lusaisadealn = stated:

The treasures of Al-Rahman (Allah) are replete.
He gives limitless mercies and bounties, such
that "giving throughout the’ day and night has
not reduced them in the slightest. Observe how
much He has given since the beginning of the
skies and earth. Yet, His treasures have not
decreased.®

May Allah remove greed, miserliness, and the love
of wealth from our hearts! May He grant us His
love, motivation for preparing for the Hereafter,
and the ability to spend in His way.

esstealide o )15 56y ael

! Kanz al- Irfan, part 3, Al-Bagarah, verse 268
* Kanz al-'Irfan, part 28, Al-Hashr, verse 9

3 Sahth Muslim, p. 1069, hadith 6576

' Kanz al- Irfan, part 26, Muhammad, verse 38
? Kanz al- Irfan, part 30, Al-Fajr, verse 20

® Ibid, Al-Takathur, verses 1-4

7 Ibid, part 15, Bani Isra 'il, verse 41

® Kanz al-‘Irfan, part 2, Al-Bagarah, verse 245
? Sunan Tirmidhi, vol. 5, p. 34, hadith 3056




DAR AL-IFTA

AHL AL-SUNNAH

1. Not raising the hands for the opening
takbir and sujiid al-sahw (the prostration
of forgetfulness)

Q: What do the noble scholars of Islam say
concerning the following: what is the ruling if
someone forgets to raise his hands for the opening
takbir of the prayer and only recites »1<? Will
sujud al-sahw (the prostration of forgetfulness)
become necessary? :
S
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A: According to the principles of Islamic law, sujad
al-sahw is necessary when a wajib act of the prayer
is left out forgetfully, and not when a sunnah or
mustahab act is forgotten. Raising both hands
for the opening takbir is an emphasised sunnah
and not wajib. Therefore, missing it forgetfully
will neither necessitate sujud al-sahw, nor will
it be a sin. However, according to the ruling on
emphasised sunnahs, although intentionallyleaving
out raising of the hands for the ng takbir once
or twice is not a sin, it is ce nsurable, and
to make a habit of this without @n excuse is a sin.

shaied Lo R3S AL 5
Answered by Mufti Fuzayl Raza
Attari

2. Forgetfully reciting a
surah in place of al-Fatihah

Q: What do the noble scholars
of Islam say concerning
the following: what

will be the ruling

if someone

forgetfully began reciting another surah in place
of al-Fatihah and then remembered?

t;;JJiq.:;.jJ'lgi!c:g
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A: If someone forgetfully began reciting another
sarah in place of al-Fatihah in the first two units
(rak‘ah) of a fard prayer or in any unit of any other
prayer, then the detail concerning this is as follows:

1. If the worshipper remembers before reciting
equal to the amount of time taken to offer a
pillar of the prayer (which according to the
precautious opinion is such a verse which
comprises of at least six letters and not just one
word) that he has not recited al-Fatihah, he
should immediately begin reciting al-Fatihah
and then recite a sarah after it. In this case, the
sujad al-sahw will not be necessary.

2. Ifheremembers after reciting
than the amount of time take;

but before the rukii (bowing)
al-Fatihah and then add a sarah
case, he should perform sujud al-sah
end of the prayer.

3. Ifhe recalls in ruka’, or after standing up f
rukd‘ but before the sajdah, he should return,
recite al-Fatihah, add a strah after it and repeat

the ruka‘. He should then perform the sujad
al-sahw at the end of the prayer.

If he does not remember before performing




sajdah, it will be sufficient for him to perform
sujud al-sahw at the end of the prayer.

Note that in the scenario of remembering before
sajdah, if the recitation (gira'ah) is not completed
(i.e. al-Fatihah and a sarah were not recited), this
will be the intentional leaving of a wajib. Therefore,
it will be necessary to repeat the prayer.

If the worshipper recalled in ruka (or after it) and
completed the recitation standing, then the recital
prior to the bowing will connect with that which
is after it, and all this recital will be fard; the first
bowing will not be considered. For this reason, if
the rukt is not repeated, the prayer will become
invalid (fasid) due to leaving a fard. Therefore,
if sujud al-sahw is not performed where it is
necessary, it will become wajib to repeat the prayer.
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Answered by Mawlana Muhammad Sarfaraz
Akhtar Attari

Verified by Mufti Fuzayl Raza Attari

3. Giving ‘aqiqah after a child has
passed away

Q: What do the noble scholars of Islam say
concerning the following: can the ‘aqiqah of a child
be performed after he has passed away?

e ol bl g
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A: ‘Aqiqah is performed upon the birth of a child
as gratitude for this blessing granted by Allah. As
this blessing is removed upon the child passing
away—and alongside it the occasion of gratitude

too—an ‘aqiqah can only be performed during a
child’s life and not after his death.

-
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Answered by Mufti Fuzayl Raza Attari
4. Vowing to contribute to the building
of a masjid

Q: What do the noble scholars of Islam say
concerning the following: my friend took a loan
from me some years ago. Despite many attempts,
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I was unsuccessful in receiving the money. So, I
took a vow that if I received the money, I would
donate 10,000 rupees towards the construction
of the central masjid in my city. Now that I have
received the money, does shariah stipulate that it
is necessary for me to fulfil the vow?
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A: From the conditions that make a vow binding is
that the thing which was vowed should be Gbadah
maqsudah, and from its genus there should be a
fard or wajib. Giving money for the construction
of a masjid is neither ‘ibadah maqstadah, nor is
there any fard or wajib from its genus, rather it
is a recommended act. Therefore, in the scenario
described in the question, shariah does not
render it necessary for you to give money for the
construction of the central masjid in your city.
However, it is commendable if you do donate, for
participating in the construction of a masjid is a
rewardable deed.
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Answered by Mawlana Muhammad Sarfaraz
Akhtar Attari

Verified by Mufti Fuzayl Raza Attari

R R AR R BB

5. Conveying another person’s salaam

Q: What do the noble scholars of Islam 8
concerning the following: if someone says
another person, “Convey my salaam to so and so,”
will it become necessary for him to convey this
salaam?

el sl bl oy
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A: If someone says to another person, “Convey my
salaam to so and so,” it will become necessary for
him to convey this salaam if he takes it upon himself
to do so, i.e. he says, “Yes, I will convey your salaam.”
Ifhe does not take it upon himselfto do so, it will not be
wajib upon him. ,
s attsakeatt Lo WJETA03 5 5100 52 LTS

Answered by Mufti Fuzayl Raza Attari



Lives of the prophets

PART 2

in which he heard someone saying, “Allah has

PROPH‘ET placed blessing in your small group (i.e., your
son) and made him the prophet of the people of

C A4 Madyan.”
SHUAYB%: s
The meaning of “Shu ‘ayb”

[n Arabic, the word =2 means a small group.*

Worship and spiritual endeavour

After the passing of his father, he took his
place and preoccupied himself in worship and

‘\‘ Adnan Ahmad Attari

Select points regarding Prophet Shu ‘ayb Steade
were described in the first instalment. Let us now
discuss some facets of it in detail.

Childhood I spiritual endeavour. He attained superiority

His father was a scholar of Madyan who over the people of his era in ascetism and piety.?

married a pious lady from the Amalekites.

She went on to give birth to Prophet Shu ‘ayb. Shepherding

He was exceedingly beautiful in appearance He received a flock of sheep from his father
and was granted profound intellect, spiritual in inheritance, from which he obtained many
insight, and immense knowledge. He would benefits.’ He would shepherd

converse little, and mostly remained absorbed them himself?

in contemplation.

His father’s prayers I

His father once saw his delicate body and said,
“O Allah! You have increased the numbers
of tribes and small groups in Madyan. Grant
blessings in this small group of mine (i.e., in
this son of mine).” The father then had a dream




Madyan and it’s people

The people of Madyan traded in wheat, barley,
and other foodstuffs.* They had two types of scales.
When they purchased something, they would
use functional scales and weights. Yet, when they
would sell, they would use ones which were deficient,
thereby deceiving people. Prophet Shu ‘ayb grew up
amongst them but stayed away from these injustices.

His messengership

He once sat at the door of his home, making
remembrance of Allah. A traveller came along and
vented, “This nation oppresses people. I bought 100
dinars worth of goods from them. They took 100
dinars and more money on top, but when I later
weighed what I had purchased, it was only worth
80.”

Prophet Shu‘ayb consoled, “Perhaps they made a
mistake. Go back to them.” The traveller revealed,
“I did. They beat me up, swore at me, and shouted,
‘In our city, this is our way.”” He then asked
Prophet Shu‘ayb for help. They went to the market
and Prophet Shu'ayb questioned the people.
They said, “This is the way of our ancestors.” He
declared, “This is not their way.” He continued to
admonish them, but they did not give the traveller
his remaining goods. They then struck the traveller
to the extent he began to bleed. Seeing all of this,
Prophet Shu‘ayb returned to his home.’

Angel Jibril then came to Prophet Shu‘ayb and
said, “Allah has made you a messenger for the
people of Madyan and Aykah. He orders for you
to call towards worshipping and obeying Him, and
to forbid them from lessening in measuring and
weighing.”

Prophet Shu‘ayb would prohibit them from this
and instruct them to believe in Allah, but they did
not do so. They instead sat at pathways and said to
passers-by, “ Shuayb is a liar, and he will distance
you from your religion.™

Repeatedly explained to the people

He declared to his people:

O my nation! Worship Allah! You have
no god other than Him. Indeed, there has
come to you a clear proof from your Lord.
Measure and weigh fully, do not give people
their things reduced, and do not spread
discord in the earth after its reformation.
That is better for you if you believe.

The arrogant chiefs of his nation said, “O Shu‘ayb!
We shall most definitely banish you and the
believers with you from our village or you will
have to adopt our religion.”" Prophet Shu‘ayb
replied, “Even though we detest it?” They said,
“Yes, even so, enter into it.” Prophet Shu‘ayb
responded, “Indeed, we would definitely "be’
ascribing a lie to Allah if we (the believers) adopt
your religion after Allah saved us from it. And it
is not for us that we accept your creed except that
Allah, our Lord, wills.”»

Warning against punishment

He also warned his nation in the following
mannetr:

O my nation! Worship Allah. There is none
worthy of worship for you other than
Him. And Do not lessen in measure and
weight. Indeed, I see you as affluent, and
indeed I fear for you the punishment of the
Encompassing  Day.” My  nation!
Complete the tasks of weighing and
measuring with justice, and do not lessen
the items of the people, and do not roam
around the earth spreading discord.' That
which remains from what Allah granted is
better for you if you believe; and I am not
a protector over you."

L Nihayat al-Arab, vol. 13, p. 145

2 Ibid

3 Ibid

4 Al-Mu ntazam fi Tarikh al-Mulik wa al-Umam, vol. 1, p. 326

> Nihayat al-Arab, vol. 13, p. 145

5 Ibid

7 Ibid

8 Ibid, p- 146

9 Tafsir Tabari, vol. 5, p. 544

10 Al-Quran, part 8, Al-A ‘raf, verse 85
11 Al-Quran, part 8, Al-A raf, verse 88
12 Sirat al-Jinan, vol. 3, p. 376, amended
¥ Al-Quran, part 12, Had, verse 84

¥ Ibid, v 5

15 Ibid, verse 86




Rc%m(%n'][_)(%rmg Our

Pious Flders

Shaban is the eighth month of the Islamic calendar. From amongst the Companions, saints, and scholars
that passed away in this month, 88 have been mentioned briefly in the Sha'ban editions of Monthly Magazine
Faizan-e-Madinah from 1438 AH - 1444 AH. A further 12 are mentioned hereupon.

THE COMPANIONS 2

Abu Musa Suhayl b. Bayda' Fihri Qurashi was one of the first Companions. He initially migrated to
Abyssinia before settling in Madina, and participated in all ghazwat including the Battle of Badr. He
passed away at the age of 40 whilst returning from the Expedition of Tabuk, in Ramadan 9 AH. The
final Prophet o5 s aile 2 1L Lo performed his funeral salah.

Abl Zayd Qays b. Sakan
al-Ansari  hailed from
the Banu ‘Adi b. Najjar
branch of the Khazraj tribe.
Widely known as Abu
Zayd, he was one of the
Companions  honoured
with compiling the Quran
during the worldly life of
the Prophet ¢izs4is aizain e,
He also participated in the
Battle of Badr and was
martyred on the Day of Jisr
Abi ‘Ubayd (13th Sha’ban).
He fathered no children.?

SAINTS OF ALLAH 2

Sayyid ‘Abd al-Wahhab
Hassani Yanbui hailed
from a family descending
from the final Prophet
=Ll (evidenced by his title
of sayyid). He was born in
Iran's city of Isfahan, on
the 14th of Rabr al-Awwal
557 AH. He passed away
on the 18th of Sha'ban 699
AH in the coastal city of
Yanbu, around 250km to
the west of Madina. He
was a scholar, shaykh, and
devoted worshipper

who engaged significantly
in calling to Islam and
reformatory works. After the
passing of his spiritual guide,
he was the custodian of a
Qadiri khangah for 80 years.
He was also a renowned
saint who displayed saintly
miracles and possessed
spiritual insight.?

Sayyid Bilawal Shah Qadiri
Lahori was born in 976 AH in
Sheikhupura, Pakistan, and
passed away on the 28" of
Shaban 1046 AH. His shrine
is in Ghore Shah Sultan Pura
Road, Lahore. He was a
scholar of Islam, as well as a
murid and spiritual successor
of Sayyid Shams al-Din
Qadirl. Founding an institute
of Islamic study is one of his
many achievements. He was
also a saint reputed for his
abundant recitation of the
Quran and numerous saintly
miracles

Sayyid Shah Mustafa Qadiri
Bijapuri was related to Shaykh
‘Abd al-Qadir al-Jilani. He was
a leading saint in his time, a
guide for all, and a possessor



of excellent character. Thousands of people
attained recognition of Allah by his teachings.
He passed away on the 13" of Sha'ban 1054 AH,
and is buried in Bijapur, Karnataka, India.®

The saintly son of a saintly father, Shaykh Bahram
Chishti Sabri was born to the family of the grand
shaykh, Jalal al-Din Muhammad Panipati. He
was a comprehensive scholar of both inner
and outer sciences, his prayers were known to
be accepted, and he manifested many saintly
miracles. Upon the order of his father, he moved
from the banks of the Jumna River to Bedoli in
eastern Punjab, India, and spent the rest of his life
there. He passed away on the 27" of Shaban 854
AH.®

Taj al-Din, Sayyid Muhammad Shah Jilani Qadiri

was born in 1252 AH in the Paklara district of
Rahim Yar Khan, and passed away on the 28th
of Sha'ban 1318 AH. His shrine is in the chamber
behind the Luni Sharif Dargah (Modhera, Kutch,
Gujarat, India). He was an ancestor of the saints
of Luni Sharif, a practising scholar, saint, and
spiritual successor of Baghdad's naqgib al-ashraf.”

ISLAMIC SCHOLARS -4

W shaykh al-lslam, Abu Raja' Qutaybah b.
y y

Saqd Thaqgafi Baghlani was born in 149 AH.
Although he was initially a slave in the Bana
Thaqif tribe, obtaining knowledge of Islam
and hadith made him an imam of his time. He
studied hadith from the esteemed likes of
Imam Malik, Imam Layth, and Sufyan b. ‘Uyayna.

He was a truthful and prolific narrator of hadith.
He spread the knowledge of hadith in the sacred
regions of Hijaz, Kufa, and Baghdad. Scholars the
calibre of Imams Bukhari and Muslim studied
this subject under his supervision. Allah blessed
him with both internal and external beauty. He
passed away on the 2nd of Sha'ban 240 AH.®

The hadith narrator, Abu Ishaqg Isma’il b. Masa
Kufi Fazari was a resident of Kufa. After acquiring
knowledge of hadith from the scholars of Iraq,
he travelled to Damascus, Syria. After returning,
he settled in Kufa and began teaching hadith.
Illustrious scholars such as Imam Tirmidhi, Abu
Dawud, and Ibn Majah Qazwini learnt from him.

He was a reliable narrator who passed away on
the 4th of Shaban 245 AH.2

Sayyid Muhammad Charagh Shah Bukhari was
born in the Bokan district and division of Gujarat
and passed away in Shaban 1304 AH. He was
buried at his birthplace. A student of Sadr al-Din
Azurdah Dihlawi, he was also prominent scholar,
and imam of a masjid in Gujarat.®

Mufti Ghulam Muhammad Mahesar Qadiri was
born to a scholarly household in 1248 AH, in
Goth Kamal Dero, district Khairpur Mirs, Sindh.
He passed away on the 10th of Sha'ban 1358
AH and was buried in his birthplace. He was a
distinguished scholar, teacher, mufti, spiritual
guide, and owner of a vast library. He was also a
murid, student, and successor of Ghulam Siddiq
Shahdad Koti."* (Anwaar-e-Ulama-e-Ahlesunnat
Sindh,p.584-588)

Shaykh al-Quran, ‘Abd al-Ghafur Hazarvi was
born on the gth of Dhu al-Hijjah 1329 AH in
Chhamba Pand, Haripur, Hazara, Pakistan. He
passed away on the 7th of Shaban 1390 AH in
Wazirabad, Gujranwala, Punjab.

He was a scholar of the intellectual and
transmitted sciences, a graduate of Dar al-Uloom
Manzar-i-Islam (in Bareilly), a student and murid
of Pir Mehr 'Ali  Shah, and successor of Mufti
Hamid Raza Khan. He was also an erudite scholar,
a mesmerising speaker, an accomplished poet,
profound thinker, leader of Tahrik-i-Pakistan and
Tahrik Khatm-i-Nubuwwat, and amongst the
notable elders of the Ahl al-Sunnah.*

' Al-Tabaqat al-Kabir, vol. 3, p. 384; Sharh Zurqani ‘ala
al-Mawahib, vol. 11, p. 133

Z Al-Isti‘ab, vol. 3, p. 353; Tarikh Tabari, vol. 3, p. 152

* Tadhkirah Masha'ikh Qadiriyyah Fadiliyyah, pp. 100-101
“ Encyclopedia Awliya-i-Kiram, vol. 1, pp. 184-187

* Tadhkirat al-Ansab, p. 102

* Encyclopedia Awliya-i-Kiram, vol. 3, p. 70

7 Tadhkirah Sadat-i-Lani Sharif o Saja Sharif, pp. 258-259, 273
#Siyar A'lam al-Nubala’, vol. 9, pp. 321-327; Al-A'lam by
Zurkani, vol. 5, p. 185
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Young Companions

Dear readers, the Prophet ~Lsasadeatnde said, juas
&, "Sha‘ban is my month." (Jami‘ al- Saghir, p.301,
Hadith 4,889) Not only is this blessed month of
Sha‘ban connected to the noble Prophet agealisje
SLasadis, but it is also associated with the Prophet’s
grandson: Imam Husayn & = & 11 325, as this was the
month of his birth. Based on this, let us illuminate
our hearts with the love of the companions and
the family of the Prophet (15 «iis <2 & 1y Jo by
reading about Imam Husayn’s childhood.

Brief Introduction

He is the son of Sayyidatuna Fatimah and
Sayyiduna ‘Ali cie i g5, the brother of

Imam Hasan, and the grandson of the
Prophet -Lsalsstealide, He was born
on the 5" of Sha‘ban, 4 AH, in
the city of Madinah. (Mujam
al-Sahabah li al-Baghawt, vol.2,
p-14)

Honoured after
Birth

Sayyiduna Abu Rafi‘
&z alngss narrates
that when Imam
Husayn < 25

iz was born, the
Prophet sealn =
Slasalls recited the
adhan in his

ears. (Mu‘jam
al-Kabir, vol. 1,
p-313, Hadith 926)

The Prophet’s Grandson

Tahnik and Naming

The Prophet .Lsasasealnds performed his tahnik,
named him Husayn and affectionately referred to

him as his son. (Musnad al-Bazzar, vol.2, p.315, Hadith 743,
Mustadrak, vol.4, p.154-155, Hadith 4,826-4,829)
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‘Aqiqah

The Prophet (1:; 4i; < 2 1 Jo performed the ‘agigah

for Imam Husayn &z i 1y z5; with two sheep and

instructed Sayyidatuna Fatimah Gzaligs: to shave

his head and give silver equal to the weight of his

hair in charity. (al-Nasa’r, p.688, Hadith 4,225, al-Tabagat
al-Kabir by Ibn Sa‘d, vol.6, p.355)

Being Carried on

the Prophet’s Shoulders

Sayyiduna Abt Hurayrah

%zl o5 narrates that the
Prophet (155 4is < 411 Jo came out
of the house with Imam Hasan
and Imam Husayn; he ais <& 210 Jo
¢los was carrying Imam Hasan on
one shoulder and Imam Husayn
on the other, taking turns to

kiss each one until they

o=ty reached us. (Mustadrak,
1) vol.4, p.156, Hadith 4,830)

Compassion

and Love of the
Prophet

Sayyiduna Abu
Hurayrah 4 z2;
x:narrates, “We

N were offering
i ‘Isha’ prayer
- with the
Prophet %,

When he went

into prostration,
Imam Hasan and
Imam Husayn climbed
onto his back. Upon raising

his head from prostration, the Prophet %5
gently removed them with his hands. When he
prostrated again, they did the same. The Prophet
&8 completed the prayer and placed them on
his thighs. I came to the Prophet &8 and said, ‘O
Messenger of Allah! &5 Shall I take them to their
mother? ‘No’, replied the Prophet. Then, a flash
of light appeared,




and he instructed them to go to their mother. The light remained

until Imam Hasan and Imam Husayn entered the house.” (Musnad
Ahmad, vol.3, p.592, Hadith 10,664, Mustadrak, vol.4, p.158, Hadith 4,835)

Virtues and Merits

The beloved Prophet L5 4is i &1y J= placed Imam Husayn &z &b g5 in
his lap, smelt him, embraced him, wrapped him in his blessed cloak,
declared him the leader of the youth of Paradise and referred to him

as "my flower in this world." (Musnad Ahmad, vol.10, p.184, Hadith 26,602,
al-Tirmidht, vol.5, p.426-433, Hadith 3793-3812)

The Prophet ¢l 4is < £ 1 J> said, "Husayn is from me, and [ am from
Husayn. Allah loves the one who loves Husayn.” (al-Tirmidhi, vol.5,
p-429, hadith 3,800) Upon the request of Sayyidatuna Fatimah & ig»;
L, the Prophet ¢35 «is a2 4 1 J= granted him courage and generosity
from his inheritance. (Mu‘jam al-Kabir, vol.22, p.423, Hadith 1,041) The
Prophet (55 ui; < £ Ln Joprayed in the court of Allah, "O Allah! I love
him (Husayn &: 415555), so You also love him and the one who loves
him." (al-Tirmidhz, vol.5, p.427, Hadith 3,794)

Leave useless talk

There are many Hadith reported by Imam Husayn &z 4 g5, (al-Isabah fi
Tamyiz al-Sahabah, vol.2, p.68) In one Hadith, he narrates that the Prophet
¢los ais e 1 Ja said, "The beauty of a person'’s Islam is to leave futile
and unbeneficial speech." (Musnad Ahmad, vol.1, p.429, Hadith 1,737)

At the time of the Prophet’s passing away, Imam Husayn &: 21 .25 was
approximately 6 years and 6 months old. He &= 4li 25 was martyred at
the age of 56 years and 5 months on the 10th of Muharram, 61 AH.
(Mustadrak, vol.4, p.172, Sawaneh-e-Karbala, p.170)

May Allah's mercy be upon him, and may we receive forgiveness
without accountability for his sake.

-
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To learn more about the biography of Imam Husayn &z il s3;

|
[
, read Maktaba-tul-Madinah’s 41-page booklet named, The
I Miraculous Wonders of Imam Husayn”.
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Heartfelt Plea

Do Not Take

SDM@NE'S

Head of the Dawat-e-Islami’s Central Executive Committee,
Muhammad Imran Attari

—— R

|

The only religion loved and accepted by Allah is
Islam. It greatly honours the sanctity of human
life and considers the unjust killing of an innocent
person as a gravely severe sin. Just as Islam
prevents other vices, it also strictly forbids its
adherents from killing anyone unjustly.

Allah states in His Quran:
L g - sy < ¢ —
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And do not kill the life Allah has forbidden except
with justice.’

Islam teaches us that taking the life of someone
without sanction of Islamic law is tantamount to
the murder of all humanity. A murderer disregards
the rights of Allah and mankind, and breaches
the boundaries of Islamic law. If someone saves
a life instead, by stopping another being killed
or dying from drowning, burning, hunger, or
anything else; the person who saves one life

is considered to have saved the lives of all
humanity.

Allah announces:
jfu..i.'? J.._.LL‘.::SQ.SU.. a5 3 “L.;L....s’
GL2Tas u;ét;m\dﬁwmga;m@u

We prescribed for the Children of Israel that
whosoever killed a life without it being for a life
(taken) or discord within the earth, then it is as if
he killed humanity. And whosoever saved a life, it
is as if he saved mankind.?

This applies to Muslims just as it did to Bani
Isra’il, as rulings ordained upon preceding nations
which have reached us without abrogation are
also applicable to us. This verse exemplifies the
foundational teachings of Islam concerning value
of human life. It also makes apparent the extent
to which Islam is a way of life that embodies
peace and security. In this is admonition for
those who conceal the original teachings
of Islam and attempt
to mar it with the false
notion of ‘supporting
plunder and killing’.}

Explaining the
punishment reserved
in the Hereafter for
whoever unjustly
kills a Muslim,
Allah
declares:
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And whosoever kills a Muslim intentionally, then his
retribution is Hell; he will reside therein for a lasting
phase, and Allah has placed His wrath upon him,
and deprived him of mercy; and He has prepared
severe punishment for hin.*

The extent of the importance and sanctity of human
life in Islam can also be gauged from the fact that
when the Prophet of Islam .lsasagcalid= accepted
oaths of allegiance from people, amongst the evil
matters he would have them take a covenant to
avoid was unjust killing*

The Prophet Muhammad AissadisasealiJ= also
forbade people from this vice by conveying various
warnings of punishment concerning it. Enclosed
are three hadith relating to this.

u "Avoid the seven things that bring ruin." The
Companions z3=aliez enquired, "O Allah's
Messenger! What are they?” He explained

"during the process of mentioning them’, "...to
unlawfully take a life Allah has made forbidden
to kill...”

If those of the sky and earth gathered to kill a
Muslim, Allah would cast them into Hellfire
upon their faces.”

The killed will come forth on the Day of
Judgement with their head in one hand and
whilst holding the neck of their killer in the
other. Blood will be flowing from their veins.
He will come to the ‘Arsh and say to Allah,
Lord of all worlds, “This is the person who
killed me.” Allah will say, “You are destroyed,”
to the killer, who will then be taken to Hell.?

(5%

A person sometimes directly helps a murderer in an
unjust killing, whilst on other occasions, someone
arranges for another to carry it out. Both types of
people should learn a lesson from the following two
hadith of the beloved Prophet Lasatealide,

Whoever assists in the killing of a believer even
with half a word, shall meet Allah on the Day

of Judgement with L33 s “Hopeless of
Allah’s mercy” written between his eyes.’

The fire "of Hell” has been divided into seventy
parts. Sixty-nine of them are for those who
order killing, whilst one is for the killer.?®

The Companion Abu Darda' &zalie#: said:

On the Day of Judgement, the killed shall
He will seize his killer when the
sses by and then request to Allah,
Allah
reason did you

be sitting.
former p
“O Lord, ask
will declare,
kill him?’

him why he killed me.”
what
The Kkiller will say

“For
So-and-so

ordered me to.” Both the killer and he who

ordered him will then be punished.”

My heartfelt plea to every person who values
human rights and explains them to others, as well
as to those who are responsible for upholding said
rights, is that we should endeavour to prevent
the unjust killing of people. As human beings, we
should respect and protect others.

May Allah grant us all the ability to act upon this
message and convey it to others.

A S -5 w © o i - o
olos iz wle &0 o E!éug%w!

! kanz al- ‘Irfan, part 8, Al-An'a@m, verse 151
2 Ibid, part 6, Al-Ma'idah, verse 32

3 Sird@t al-Jindn, vol. 2, p.420

' Kanz al-'Irfdn, part 5, Al-Nis@', verse 93

5 Al-Quran, part 30, Al- Mumtahanah, verse 12; Sahih Bukhdri, vol. 4, p. 359,
hadith 6873; Sahih Muslim, p. 726, hadith 4461

5 Sahih Bukhari, vol. 2, p. 242, hadith 2766

" Mu'jam al-Saghir, vol. 1, p. 205

8 Mu'jam al-Awsat, vol. 3, p. 170, hadith 4217

9 Sunan Ibn Majah, vol. 3, p. 262, hadith 2620
1% Musnad Ahmad, vol. 38, p. 165, hadith 23066
1 Shu‘ab al-iman, vol. 4, p. 341, hadith 5329




What is Right
After All?

nyone with an interest in academia
is aware that both Quran and hadith
profoundly describe the honour of the

people of knowledge.

Angels prostrated to Prophet Adam Seiage
when the extent of his knowledge was made
apparent. Prophet Misa sza4= journeyed to
Prophet Khidr =4z to seek knowledge.
The people of knowledge offered advice to
those impressed by Qartn’s worldly status “
and booming wealth. Lugman the Wise w2
azzaln exhibited immense wisdom and mental
acumen. Asif b. Barkhiya azalie# performed a
saintly miracle through his knowledge of the
Book. Above all, the most knowledgeable of
creation, the Prophet Muhammad assiealij=
-lss was instructed by Allah to make du‘a’ for
an increase in knowledge. This alone suffices
in highlighting the immense status afforded
to knowledge and the knowledgeable.

As is clear, scholars of Islam harbour high
ranks in the court of Allah. It is also clear
every rank has a reason. For example, the
rank of martyrs are due to them sacrificing
their lives for Allah’s sake. The rank of

Mufti Muhammad Qasim Attari

il

REASONS FOR THE RANK AND
NOBILITY OF

worshippers is because
they sacrifice their sleep and
rest. In the same vein, there
are reasons for the rank held by
people of knowledge. One is the
nobility of knowledge itself, which
confers honour upon whoever possesses
it. Another is the fact they spend their lives
in teaching, propagating, and preserving

Islam. Anyone who makes effort for this
religion is beloved by Allah.

Consider a teacher instructing his students
to complete a task, yet they remain heedless

in their distractions. If a student stands up
and tries to instil in them the mindset that
they should obey their teacher, study with
effort, and fulfil their academic tasks, etc.,
their teacher will be very pleased with his
endeavour. Another example of this is those
who bring peace and harmony to a nation,
eliminating tribulations and conspiracies
in the process. They also earn repute to
the nation by their virtuous actions. Such
people are declared heroes and shown great
respect.

Scholars fit the description of both previous
scenarios. Moving the discussion along, we
also find Allah has decreed many rulings
for His creation regarding belief, worship,
character, and daily affairs. He ordained for
us to believe He alone is worthy of worship,
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as well as to believe in all His prophets, books, and
angels, etc. We are to worship Him, offer salah, fast,
perform hajj, pay zakat, and to recite, understand, and
act upon the Quran.

We must fulfil the rights of creation and show good
conduct to our parents, siblings, wives, husband,
children, neighbours, people in general, and even
animals. We are told to purify our heart from
arrogance, envy, hatred, ostentation and love of the
world, and adorn it with qualities such as sincerity,
tawakkul,  abstinence, contentment, patience,
gratitude, love of Allah, etc. These divine rulings are
for all humans on Earth.

Yet, the state of humanity is before everyone. Billions
of people adhere to one corrupt creed or another;
some are atheists, others polytheists, etc. This is the
same state with regard to worship. The waywardness
of those who disbelieve is visible, but how many pious
people are there amongst the believers? This is not
hidden either. There is severe negligence regarding the
rights of people, and widespread murder, oppression,
persecution, bribery and other forbidden acts. Many
suffer from spiritual ailments like arrogance, envy,
love of wealth and longing for worldly desires. If you
search for sincerity, reliance on Allah, patience, and
gratitude, it is only the names of saints that present
themselves. Ostentation, total reliance on outward
means, impatience, and ingratitude are rife otherwise.

In short, on one side we have the rulings of Allah, and
on the other we have the heedlessness and misdeeds of
creation. In such a state, it is the scholars of religion that
call people towards Allah, encourage them to act upon
His commands, study and teach sacred knowledge, and
recite the Quran. They also teach others how to do this.
It is they who explain legal rulings, clarify the difference
between halal and haram, elucidate creedal points, save
from deviance, remind of death, the grave, and the
Hereafter, and direct people towards rectifying their
actions.

In a nutshell, they are able bodied humans like other
people. If they wished, they could amass wealth,
engage in frivolity, abandon Islamic law, and chase
fleeting desires. Instead, they are busy in learning
Islam, teach it to others, and work for this religion.
When scholars of Islam have sacrificed their lives for
the sake of Allah, He in turn has raised their ranks.

b
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\Allah will raise the ranks of those who believe among
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you and those who were granted knowledge.'

This is why Satan and his cohorts dislike scholars;
simply because Allah loves them. The final Prophet
Ausasaalnde stated, “A scholar and jurist is weightier
upon Satan than a thousand worshippers.™

This means Satan is not harmed by one thousand
worshippers the way he is by a single scholar.
A worshipper strives for his personal salvation
through worship, whereas a scholar strives for the
salvation of hundreds, thousands, and sometimes
millions. A scholar not only saves himself from the
attack of Satan, he also struggles to save others and
stands up against Satanic plots. This is why Satan
is troubled even more by him.

As hadith tell us, Satan is hurt more due to one
scholar a thousand fold. This is something we
know and believe in with absolute certainty, yet
we are not able to see it. If we wish to see the
complete truth of this hadith, we only need to
observe devils in human form, like those who
propagate atheism, spread indecency, and defend
so-called "enlightened thinking." Such people
fulfil the objectives of Satan, so the scholars refute
them verbally and in writing. Due to this, these
representatives of Satan spew their vitriol against
scholars and retort. If someone tries to draw a
person away from obeying Allah, scholars become
angry as they are servants of Allah Himself. At the
same time, when scholars take people away from
following Satan, the latter's followers begin to
dislike them.

In any case, we will say, “To you belong your
actions and to us ours.” On the Day of
Judgement, we will see who shall be given
honour by being kept close to the truthful
prophets and messengers S:diads, and
who is humiliated alongside Satan, the
enemy of [slam.

Y [Kanz-ul-‘Irfan (translation
of Quran)] (Part 28, Surah Al-
Mujadilah, Verse 1)

2 Sunan Ibn Majah, vol. 4, p. 312,
hadith 2690



PROPHFT'S

CONDUCT WITH DELEGATIONS
Shahroz Ali Attari Madani (P a rt ‘I)

When the light of Islam spread from Mecca to Madina and
beyond, not only did people from Arabia and non-Arab regions
individually start to visit the Prophet «l=; «Jis <2 11 J2, but they
also came in the form of delegations. Some were coming to
embrace Islam, some to learn about the religion, some to seek
solutions to their problems, some to cool their eyes by beholding
the Prophetic countenance, some to attain the blessings of du‘a’,
and others to immerse themselves in a plethora of bounties.

Our beloved Prophet l:s «Ji; < &in Jo showed compassion,
| M. blessings, kindness, and mercy to those who came to him. Let
N =N : us observe the various approaches adopted by the Prophet
mij_[[l' ':J “h P S : ‘ ¢ls ¢is 4t i1y J> when meeting with delegations.
| ___—___,“___ _ ;
T BTy Unique manner of rectifying
The Messenger of Allah (5 «Jis <2 & 1y Jo was very conscientious
about rectifying the arriving delegations. His manner of
reformation was so gentle that the addressees would be ready to
accept his words without any objections, as was the case with
a delegation of 80 people from the Banu Kindah tribe
who visited him. The leader of this & delegation was
Ash‘ath b. Qays, who was renowned $ by the title of
M‘adi Karib &z 4 s5. He was a ruler @ of his area, and his




companions were influential people too. Although all of them had accepted Islam, they were wearing silk.
Thus, they entered Madina with all of them having wrapped shawls on their shoulders with edges
embroidered with silk. The Prophet 125 4is < £ 1n 1> asked, "Have you not accepted Islam?" They replied, "O
Messenger of Allah ¢ls; «tis <2 £ i Jo! By the grace of Allah, we have embraced the blessing of Islam." The
Prophet s «is o2 & in Jo then asked, "What is this silk then?" Becoming aware of their mistake, the
delegation immediately threw their shawls on the ground. The Prophet ¢i.=; «Jis <2 & Ui J> was very pleased
with their religious fervor. When they were about to leave, the Prophet presented the leader of the

delegation, Ash‘ath b. Qays, with 12 uqiyyah of silver, and the others received 10 ugiyyah each as a reward.
(Tabagat Ibn S‘ad, vol., p.248, Tarikh Dimashq Madinah, vol.9, p.123)

Prophetic instruction

After the conquest of Mecca, a group from the tribe of Sadif came to the Prophet ¢l «Jis <25 &1 Jo. These
people had embraced Islam. When the Prophet {25 <5 « & & L J> was delivering a sermon, they suddenly
appeared, and without saying salaam, they sat down. The Prophet asked them, "Are you Muslims?" They
replied, "O Messenger of Allah! We are Muslims.” The Prophet 5 «is « 2 & 1n J= said, "Then why didn't
you say salaam?" Hearing this, they felt much remorse, and all of them immediately stood up and said,

A ka5 G- LT Sle g™ The Prophet (s ois it a1 J= responded with, “binges” and instructed them to

sit down. They sat and began asking him about the timings of prayer, so he taught them this. (al-Sirah al-Nabt
li Ibn Kathir, vol.4, p.181, Tabagat lbn S‘ad, vol.l, p.248)
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Changing the name of a delegation

Prior to the conquest of Mecca, a delegation
of Juhaynah came to visit the Prophet
dss adis 2 i n Jo. This delegation visited under
the command of ‘Abd al-‘Uzza b. Badr and
his half-brother Aba Raw‘ah. As the Prophet
s adis o2 o ln Jo greatly disliked the names from
the pre-Islamic era, he addressed ‘Abd al-‘Uzza
saying, "From now on, you are ‘Abdullah.” The
Juhayna tribe was a branch of the Bana Ghayyan,
and as Ghayyan meant transgression, he changed
the name and said, “From today, the name of your
tribe is Bant Rashdan (i.e. guided people).” The
valley in which they resided was called Ghawa
(misguidance), so the Prophet 5 «Jis e &li o
changed it to Rushd (guidance). The Prophet
marked a place for their masjid. (Zabagat lbn S<ad,
vol.1, p.251)

Once, a delegation of 250 individuals from the
Ahmas tribe came to the Prophet ¢ls «is <t 2l Jo. He
asked them, "Who are you?" They replied, "We are
~D js51" (meaning those who are incited by Allah).
In the pre-Islamic era, they were called by a similar
name. So, the Prophet «L:5 «is <& £ 10 J= changed their
name to “~U s> (meaning, those who impart
enthusiasm for the sake of Allah). (7abagar ibn Sd,
vol.1, p.261)

Being judicious when gifting

When the delegation of Bana Ahmas
arrived, the delegation of Bana Bajilah
was also present. The Messenger of Allah
olzs adis a2t & 10 Jo honoured the Bant Ahmas
delegation and instructed Sayyiduna Bilal
e ilnges, "Give gifts to the delegation of Bajilah,

and start with the delegation of Ahmas."

His instructions were followed. (Subul al-Huda
wa al-Rashad, vol.6, p.261, Tarikh Madina Dimashg,

vol.24, p.422) On this occasion, the Prophet
olss s ke £ 10 Jo was mindful of the status and

rank of the Ahmas tribe, which is why they
were given gifts first.

Offering du‘a’

When the tribes of Aslam and Ghifar were also

honoured to embrace Islam and visited the
Prophet ol =; < < 2 1i [z, they said, "O Messenger
of Allah oL-; «i; ot 2 1n J2] We have wholeheartedly
chosen obeying Allah Almighty and you, so grant
us something that would enable us to raise our
heads with dignity in front of other tribes." In

response to their request, the Prophet . il

raised his hands in prayer and said,
"Ly &l 538 jLazs a Dl galld (21" meaning, "O Allah!

Preserve Aslam and forgive Ghifar." (Tabagar tbn §¢
ad, vol. 1, p.265) This prayer was such an honour for
the delegations that they could not contain their
joy.

Similarly, not only did the beloved Prophet < L

honour the tribe of Bani Ahmas, but he
also prayed for their well-being. It is mentioned in
Musnad Ahmad: "O Lord! Bless the infantry and
cavalry of Ahmas.” The beloved Prophe ’
-2; repeated this prayer seven times. (Musnad Ahmed.
vol.31, p.129, Hadith 18.834)

(Continued in next month's issie)




REAM

INTERPRETATION

.-"Lxmf Attari Madani

Dream: I saw Madinah in the sky.

Interpretation: It is a good dream and a sign of love
for Madinah.

Dream: I saw myself travelling in a car, and the
car becomes an animal as though magic has taken
place. I started reciting something and I am saved
from that animal.

Interpretation: The dream seems to be random; do
not be disturbed by it. However, it will definitely be
beneficial to introduce daily litanies into your life.
If you are already a disciple of a qualified spiritual
guide, make a habit of reciting at least some of the
litanies he has prescribed. « 11 241 You will receive

the blessings of this.

Dream: I saw my '
mother-in-law wearing

white clothes and saw

that she had passed away.
We all began crying. At
that moment, my husband
shook her and we saw she
was alive suddenly.

The second dream is that of my mother, who saw
two funeral biers in her home, both of which are
covered in a black cloth and surrounded by dirt.
Please inform me of the interpretation of these two
dreams.

Interpretation: There is no interpretation of these
dreams. Do not worry. If your mother-in-law
is alive, make du‘a’ she is granted a long life of
goodness.

Dream: [ see that there are black marks on my face.
Please mention the meaning of this. Thank you.

Interpretation: Having marks on the face is a sign
of corruption in financial matters. The one who sees
such a dream should reflect on their situation in this
regard. If there is some shortcoming, they should
resolve it. If they uncover some sinful act, they must
repent in the court of Allah.

Dream: My father
has dreamed many
times of his shoes
vanishing, or not
being able to find
the path. If he does
find a path, it is to
the graveyard. The
path he usually takes
whilst out goes past a
graveyard. He states
he has had dreams
of this nature many
times. Please mention
the interpretation of this
dream.

Interpretation: One sees such
dreams due to disorderly thoughts, but
do not worry! Make du‘a’ for well-being
in the court of Allah.



Some significant

Fvents of Shaban

1* Sha'ban 1382
AH

2" Sha‘ban 150
AH

5" Sha'ban 4
AH

15" Sha'ban 261
AH

21° Sha‘ban 673
AH

= s —————

Sha'ban 9
AH

Sha'ban 45
AH

NAME / EVENT

Passing of the hadith expert of
Pakistan, Mawlana Sardar Ahmad
Chishti «sle < L1des

The leading jurist, Imam Abua Hanifa
gz al04# left this world

The Prophet Muhammad’s
o5 @iz <2 410 1= esteemed
grandson, Imam Husayn
&z 21Uz was born

The renowned gnostic, Bayazid
BistamT «lealiiz: passed away

The passing of Lal Shahbaz Qalandar,
Muhammad 'Uthman Marwandi
PECITE 2

'The Prophet’s ¢lss 43 4k & Jo
esteemed daughter,
Umm Kulthiim G aliicss left
this world

The Mother of the Believers, Lady
Hafsah Wi aUl#z passed away

May Allah Almighty have mercy upon them, and may we be forgiven
without accountability for their sakes!

FOR MORE DETAILS, REFER TO

Monthly Magazine Faizan-e-Madina
Sha'ban1438 AH edition, and Faizdn-i
Muhaddith-i-Azam Pakistan

Monthly Magazine Faizan-e-Madina
Sha'ban 1438 AH to 1442 editions,
and Flood of Tears

Monthly Magazine Faizan-e-Madina
Muharram 1439 AH to 1443 editions, and
Miraculous Wonders of
Imam Husayn %220\ c2z

Monthly Magazine Faizan-e-Madina
Mubharram 1438 AH edition

Monthly Magazine Faizan-e-Madina
Sha'ban 1438 AH edition, and Faizan
-i-Uthman Marwandi «dz-5=;

Monthly Magazine Faizan-e-Madina
Sha‘ban and Ramadan 1438 AH editions,
as well as the Rabi® al-Awwal
1439 AH edition

Monthly Magazine Faizan-e-Madina
Sha'ban 1438 AH edition, and Faizan
-i-Ummahat al-Mu ‘minin 45 & e

W kel s Wik T w g ol Bl - o |
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These editions of Monthly Magazine Faizan-e-Madina can be found on the Dawat-e-Islami website
(www.dawateislami.net) and in the mobile application.
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O those who love Allah’s Messenger (15 i; <ic i Jo!
Some good deeds which can take one to Paradise
have been described in previous instalments. The
following five hadith of the final Prophet aisatealsie
-1z discuss more of these good deeds.

s

Whoever gives salam to twenty Muslims in a day,
altogether or one by one, and dies that day;
Paradise will become necessary for him. If he gives
salam in the night and passes away the same night,
the same is likened for him.*

) &

Paradise is guaranteed for the one upon whose hand
someone accepts Islam.?

&

From Masjid al-Agsa, whoever dons ihram for hajj or
‘umrah at Masjid al-Haram?, his former and latter sins
will be forgiven or he will be guaranteed Paradise.*
The narrator of hadith was unsure whether the
Prophet (5 «is < 2 Jo promised forgiveness or the
bestowal of Jannah. From this, it is apparent that the
further away from which the ihram state is entered,
b the greater the amount of reward is received.’

The final Prophet iz 4lis & 401 Je passed by some of his
Companions cii s 4 o5 and said, “I shall recite to you
verses from the end of Surat al-Zumar. Whoever

amongst you cries, Paradise will become necessary for
him.” He recited from 0,33 35 Ul 19335 G 3 until the end of
the chapter.

The Companions 4 &) ;s recall how some of them cried whilst
others did not. Those who did not said, “We tried to cry, but we
were not able to.” The Prophet (L5 «i; <k & Js said, “I shall
recite these verses to you again. Whoever does not cry
should make an expression as though he is.”*

N &
Whoever recites the final "three’ verses of Surat

al-Hashr in the night or day and passes away that day,
he has made Paradise necessary “for himself".”
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Dear readers! Seeking to please Allah Almighty and
to attain Paradise from Him, try your best to carry out
the good deeds described in this article. Yet, bear in
mind this point mentioned by Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan
Na'imi «ls gJ.H i#, “Good deeds are not a categorically
definitive cause of attaining Paradise. Many great
names fall short in this endeavour.”®

May Allah Almighty allow us all to pass away as
Muslims! May He grant us entry into Paradise without
accountability!

,Lsglggleainjagﬁ\,ﬂ!,gﬁigi%gﬁef

1 Mu jam al-Kabir, vol.13, p.321, hadith 14117

2 Musnad Shihab, vol.1, p.288, hadith 472

3 The person does this by first beholding Masjid
al-Agsa, then whilst travelling to Makkah from there,
wears the ihram of hajj or ‘'umrah.

4 Abua Dawud, vol.2, p.201, hadith 1741

5 Mirat al-Manajih,vol.4, p.99

6 Mu jam al-Kabir, vol.2, p.348, hadith 2459

7 Shu ‘ab al-Iman, vol.2, p-492, hadith 2501

8 Mirat al-Ma najih, vol.3, p.385



) Plots of land purchased to be sold for a
weddmg are also considered trade goods

Q: What do the scholars of Islam say about the
following matter: a person purchased some plots
of land with the intention of selling them when his
children grow older so that he can use the money to
fund their weddings. Must zakat be paid on these
plots? If yes, then how much must be given?

q;w,wm.g;»ﬂwb,n;uu" izl

A: The plots of land which are purchased with the
intention to sell at the time of a child’s wedding, as
mentioned in the scenario above, are considered
trade goods, because they were purchased with the
intention to sell. Therefore, in the case of becoming
a possessor of nisab (the threshold for paying
zakat) and a full year passing by whilst remaining
in possession of nigab, it will also be necessary to
give 2.5% of the market value of the plots as zakat
along with the other zakatable assets.

It is stated in al-Durr al-Mukhtar:
Bl w301 20, B ol el d sl 8 Lasy

“Whatever is purchased to trade becomes a trade
good due to being linked to the intention of
trading.” (Durr Mukhtar, vol.3, p.272)
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followmg matter: usually, tallofs only sew
and take payment for this. However, there are
tailors who also keep fabric at their shop.
this fabric to their customers, and if they
wish to get it sewn by them too, the tailor y
them the option to not have the fabric cut
roll, but to place an order to make clothes fron
fabric. The tailor will tell them that he will pre
the clothes in accordance to their specificatio
charge them such-and-such amount. According to
shariah, is this type of deal between the tailor and
customer valid?

e coy b ey A et g
ol3alls, .:.Jl.\.,m;.e,uwuwwtcﬁu;lﬁm

A: Normally, the person who wishes to have
some clothes sewn brings the fabric to the tailor,
which is then sewn by him, and the payment is
made. However, if somebody wishes to make
an agreement in accordance with the details
mentioned in the question, this can be valid as a
transaction of istisna‘ (order sale). This is because
in a transaction of istisna‘, the responsibility of
making the product and the materials used for it is

’
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that of the maker. Therefore, if the type of fabric,
the style of sewing, the design, the total cost and
anything else that can become a point of dispute
for either party, are clearly stipulated, then this
will be valid by way of a transaction of istigna“.

It is stated in Durar al-Hukkam:

o ol SIS 1508 Y] milall s nedly d—asdl 050 O
e Lbls pase s Jols 18] 1dlis 8)lo) abe 545 guatwll
asratwl 18 9358 bldl e Lgals) USs lg-ileds duo zio
Sl O o Lol g luaz wll e g o elUdg ol ells
8,2l wl 4B 55 Sud b8 Lysio e 45 9 miat wll os

¢ latul Jie ¥ 3,ls) sie dtne adsls

“If the work and the materials are provided by the
maker, [then this is a transaction of istisna‘,] and if
the materials are provided by the one who requests
something to be made [i.e. the customer], then this
is an agreement of ijarah. For example, if a person
makes an agreement with a tailor to have a thobe
sewn, in which the fabric and all other necessary
things are the responsibility of the tailor, then this is
a form of istisna“. However, if the cloth is provided
by the customer, and the agreement is only for him

[the tailor] to sew it, then this is ijarah, not istigna“.
(Durar al-Hukkam Sharlh Majjalat al-Ahkam, vol.1, p.115)
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(3) Which things should be considered when

buying a plot of land in instalments?

Q: What do the scholars of Islam say about the
following matter: can plots be purchased on
instalments, and can the condition of incurring a
penalty fee be stipulated for late payments?

- w ,’ :/ - 5 ‘!" 5 » /’ - Ir
3z 33133108 540 Sl s oA o35 Sisadl

A: Buying and selling a plot of land in instalments is
permissible, so long as the price of the plot and the
duration for payment are mentioned. In addition,
there should be no condition stipulated which
opposes the rules and principles of trading and
results in the transaction becoming impermissible.

23

It is also agreed that it is only permissible to buy
or sell a plot which is present and is in such a place
where it can be pointed out to the buyer that this is
your plot; it should not merely be a file.

Usually, those who sell plots in instalments prepare
a chart displaying the price and payment schedule
for the plot, which details the initial payment and
the subsequent monthly payments. This is a good
method, as no ambiguity remains regarding the
price and the duration of payment.

If, instead of the price and the duration of payment,
various packages with prices are mentioned without
specifying a single package, then such a transaction
is not permissible. An example of this would be if
it is said that if you pay all the instalments in one
year, it will be such-and-such amount; if you pay all
instalments in two years, it will be such-and-such
amount; if you pay all instalments in three years, it
will be such-and-such amount.

It is not permissible to make a deal stipulating that
the longer it takes to pay, the payment must then be
made according to the package commensurate with
delayed payments. This is because in such a deal,
neither is the price of the plot specified, nor is the
duration of payment, whereas for the transaction to
be valid, both the price of the plot and the duration
of the payment must be specified.

In order for this deal to be valid according to
shariah, it is also necessary that incurring a penalty
(involving wealth) for making a late payment is not
stipulated. This is because taking a penalty fee due
to late payment of an instalment is a form of usury,
which is haram.

It should be clear that finalising a deal without
stipulating the price of the plot or the duration
of payment, or by stipulating the condition of a
penalty for late payment, is impermissible and a
sin; it is necessary to nullify such an agreement
and form a new one.

£ ) I3 3 a7, ﬂ‘/z?’ 127280
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The final Prophet of Allah .Laadsagealnd= expressed a very
beautiful message from amongst the illuminated teachings
of Islam, and explained a delightful principle governing
harmonious social interaction, in the following words:

i ~ S8 ~ < 7 )
% * +
=z -~ o~
“And treat people with beautiful character.”
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not to please Allah Almighty, but to entrap a
customer.

o connotes a strongly established habit by which
all tasks are easily accomplished. This is known
as j—us 3> — good character. Another meaning
of this is to greet others with a smile, removing
a harmful thing, and spending on acts of piety.
Additional commenataries also show this means to
treat others the way one would like to be treated.?

One will be rewarded for smiling and greeting
others warmly when these actions are done to
please Allah Almighty. Said actions must be
free from personal benefit, such as gaining a
sale, wanting people to be impressed by oneself,

1 1 F
From this clarification, it is apparent that BirSseking praise £lo.

an occasional good act, such as occasionally
suppressing unwarranted anger; despite this
being a virtuous action, it is not considered good
character until it becomes a facet of one’s nature.

Just as small holes in a boat sailing in deep
waters make its sinking certain, the ship of life
is sunk by bad character. Adopting beautiful
character is most beneficial in attaining

: g A salvation in life.
Mawlana Ilyas Attar al-Qadiri cowi cads;s e writes:
Good character has a

A person is commonly termed | foundational role in
to have good character if he | making one’s conduct

smiles and meets people shine, as a person is
warmly. Although this is recognised as good

part of good character, or bad according to
it also includes good his character.
social conduct, If a person’s
benefiting others, saving character is
them from harm, etc. good, there is
There are many who smile always hope
and greet with enthusiasm, A of his mistakes
but at the same time they harm being rectified. If their
others. If something opposes their character is bad, the possibility
temperament, they fly into a rage. ﬁ of his other virtues coming to an
end is increased. An individual’s conduct
with others is as good as his character.

For example, someone greeted you cordially
and presented you a plate of biryani. At this

point, you say something he did not like,
causing him to throw the plate in your face.
We will not term this as good manners, but
bad behaviour instead.

You will even find some businesspeople who
seem to exhibit good character. They smile
and courteously present tea and cold drinks
to customers, welcoming them. Yet, if they do
not make a sale or when a price is suggested
which does not appeal to their disposition,
they become hot tempered. Such people are
not good charactered either; in fact, they are
driven by benefit. Their ‘good manners’ are

25

Everyone respects a good charactered person
and he is valued everywhere. Conversely, a
bad charactered person is neither afforded
respect in people’s hearts nor appreciated;
rather, people strive to avoid him.

Our beloved Prophet Muhammad 4 possesses
the finest character in this world and the Here-
after. Allah Almighty has praised his character
in the Quran and sent him into the world to
perfect good character. The Prophet « stated,
J&V e lia L5 3¥EY o (K L &) ~ “Indeed,
Allah sent me to complete noble character and
perfect beautiful action.™



/ Virtues of good character

The Messenger of Allah .Lasalisasizalid= mentioned the following merits of good
character.

u Indeed, by his beautiful character, the believer attains the station of he who fasts
in the day and stands "in prayer” at night.®

The Prophet -lusqlsaeali = was asked, “What is the best thing a Muslim is given?”
He replied, “Good character.”

There is nothing heavier in the scale of deeds than good character.”

The Prophet ~Lsalsadzalnd= used to make dua as such:
Y ¢ 545 BEDI5 GERN S S 3581 Sl 53T — "O Allah! I seek refuge in You from
hating people, hypocrisy, and evil character.™

The Prophet ssqlsatzalid= was asked, “What most admits people to Paradise?”

He explained, “Fear of Allah and good manners.™

/ Come! Let us analyse our good character f
There is no doubt good character is an excellent means of bettering our life in this
world and the Hereafter. If someone errs, rather than causing him pain by scolding
and disheartening him, we should make a habit of showing forbearance and mercy.
We should pardon his mistake. Where it is necessary to speak out, cease the habit of
remaining silent. Where it is necessary to remain silent, break the habit of speaking.

Issues are sometimes resolved by speaking. Other times one must remain silent,
so problems do not arise. The attraction of a smile is greater than a magnet, so try
to keep smiling. Pick up the downtrodden, and be humble instead of arrogant. Be
compassionate to children and respectful to elders. If you are experiencing the heat
of trials and tribulations, immediately take refuge in the shade of patience. You
will be saved from impatience and attain relief. You will find the teachings of good
character in the Quran, hadith, and writings of the pious elders. There is untold
blessings in reading them.

However, observing pious people’s character is most effective in learning beautiful
character. In this regard, Dawat-e-Islami provides many opportunities in the form
of Islamic Activities, such as the weekly gathering, Madani Muzakaras, and training
courses etc. Affiliate yourselves with the Islamic environment of Dawat-e-Islami to
acquire beautiful character. You will attain countless benefits in this world and the
Hereafter.

! Sunan Tirmidhi, vol. 3, p. 398, hadith 1994

% Al-Futahat al-Rabbaniyyah, vol. 7, p. 240

® Chehra Khabstrat Bananeé ka Amal, pp. 1-2

4 Majma' al-Zawa'id, vol. 8, p. 343, hadith 13684
® Aba Dawad, vol. 4, p. 332, hadith 4798

6 Shu'ab al-Iman, vol. 6, p. 235, hadith 7992

? Abit Dawad, vol. 4, p. 332, hadith 4799

8 Ibid, vol. 2, p. 130, hadith 1546

? Sunan Tirmidhi, vol. 3, p. 404, hadith 2011
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1. Offering the six nafl units of 15" Sha‘ban at home
Q: Can we offer the six nafl units of the 15" of Sha'ban at home?
A: Yes. To learn the virtues the 15" of Sha'ban and the method of
offering these six units, read Maktaba-tul-Madinah’s 35-page booklet
The Month of My Prophet ¢1.5 s <l &l Jo.!

2. Paying zakat on behalf of one’s son
Q: My son has not paid zakat this year; can I pay his zakat on his
behalf?

A:Ifa son has not paid his zakat and his father wishes to pay it on
his behalf, the latter should take his permission. Without taking §
permission, zakat will not be considered given in this regard. If the
son gives permission, the money paid by the father will be zakat on
behalf of the son.?

3. Mosquito blood on hand and clothing during salah
Q: Whilst I was offering prayer, a mosquito landed on my cheek. I
struck it with my hand and killed it, but its blood came onto my cheek
and hand. Was my salah valid?
A: The amount of blood in a mosquito is relatively little and its blood
is not impure.®* The blood of a mosquito spreading on your hand etc.,
during the salah, has no effect on its validity.*

o 4. Kalimah tayyibah in the Quran
"M\k ' a4 Q: Is the kalimah tayyibah mentioned in the Quran?

-~

A48 2
;_ N 3__" 7)) J-l A: It is not mentioned altogether in one place in the Quran. Yet, it is
(2L mentioned in separate places. In one verse:
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LAY A1S: There is no God except Allah
) In another verse:

’[.,: Z-p

" alllJsls Jasl: Muhammad. is the Messenger of Allah®

It is however mentioned together in hadith.’

5. Sounds of music from neighbours
Q: If there are sounds of drums and music because of a neighbour’s
wedding, what should we do?

A: If you are unable to prevent the music and drums, you should consider
it wrong in your heart and avoid the sound as much as possible by closing
windows etc. What more can a person do? Those who do such things
should reflect. First of all, these are sinful acts, and secondly these sins are
causing harm to neighbours, which is another sin itself.?

3 6. Putting seeds for birds in place of charity
% \ Q: How is it for a Muslim to buy seeds and put them for birds in place of
giving charity?
/@ '/" A: If charity here refers to sadaqah wajibah, such as zakat for example,
G and seeds are purchased from that zakat money and fed to birds, then

zakat will not be performed. Seeds should still be fed to birds as voluntary
charity, as this is a virtuous act which earns reward.’

7. Beginning of the funeral salah
Q: When did the funeral salah become obligatory?

A: Funeral salah began taking place during the time of Prophet Adam
SML2 aile, as angels recited four takbirs upon his funeral. The obligation
of the funeral salah was revealed in Madinah. The Companion As‘ad b.
Zurarah &z 41 ;»; passed away at the end of the ninth month after hijrah.
He was the very first Companion whose funeral salah was led by the final
Prophet of Allah (i «is ale a1 Jo.%°

8. Preparing one’s own grave
e Q: Can a person prepare his own grave during his lifetime?

A: Imam Ahmad Raza Khan iz <1 &5 states, “Preparing a grave is
futile as no one knows where they will die.”** For example, a person
has a grave dug in Pakistan, yet he passes away in Madinah and is
destined to be interred in Jannat al-Baqi‘. Every believer should
desire to be buried there.?
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9. Living apart prior to rukhsati
Q: If a couple have performed their nikah ceremony, but rukhsati (the
woman leaving her home officially) has not yet taken place; are they

I"I('Jﬂ—l"l"l‘dhi'&.llﬂb to one another?

A: If nikah has taken place in accordance with Islamic law, it is not a sin
to see each other. Yet, one should act in accordance with societal norms,
and stay separate from one another as long as rukhsati has not taken
place. This will keep families happy and avoid problems from arising.”

10. Wife ridiculing her husband

Q: What is the ruling regarding a woman who ridicules her husband
repeatedly?

A: Such a woman is sinful. It is necessary upon her to repent and ask her
husband for forgiveness. A woman should listen to her husband.*

11. Not marrying due to fearing expenditure

Q: What do you say concerning a person who avoids marriage, bec

he thinks that running a household is not easy and rights increase a lot
after marriage?

A: If a suitable match is found and he can burden the expenditure of
marriage, provide accommodation and the necessary maintenance, i.e.,
food, water, etc., he should marry. His wife will bring her own decreed

provision and if children are born, they too will bring their ordained
sustenance. It is mentioned in the Quran:

Do not kill your children for fear of poverty. We shall provide them with
sustenance and you too. Indeed, killing them is a major sin.*s

Remember! Allah Almighty is the One Who provides all sustenance.

8 Madani Muzakara, after tarawih salah, 15" Ramadan 1441 AH

1 Madani Muzakara, 11* Sha‘ban 1441 Ah ? Madani Muzakara, after ‘asr salah, 13" Ramadan 1441 AH

? Madani Muzakara, after tarawih salah, 11* Ramadan 1441 AH 19 Fatawa Ridawiyya, vol. 5, pp. 375-376; Madani Muzakara, after
? Bahar-i-Shari‘at, vol. 1, p. 392 tarawih salah, 16" Ramadan 1441 AH

# Madani Muzakara, after tarawih salah, 19* Ramadan 1441 AH U patawa Ridawiyya, vol. 9, p. 265

* Al-Quran, part 23, Al- Saffat, verse 35; translation from Kanz 12 Madani Muzakara, after tarawih salah, 17* Ramadan 1441 AH
al-'Irfan 3 Madani Muzakara, after ‘asr salah, 14" Ramadan 1441 AH

® Al-Quran, part 26, Al-Fath, verse 29; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan Y Madani Muzakara, after tarawih salah, 14" Ramadan 1441 AH
7 Sahih Bukhari, vol. 1, p. 14, hadith 8; Madani Muzakara, after 15 Al-Quran, part 15, Bani Israil, verse 31; translation from Kanz
tarawih salah, 17" Ramadan 1441 AH al-'Irfan

16 Madani Muzakara, after tarawih salah, 11* Ramadan 1441 AH
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Islam and Women

The Role of N v

Sisters

Familial blood ties are one of Allah’s prized
bounties. In the Quran, Allah ordains for these ties
to be respected and maintained, highlighting their ~ brothers and sisters oppose one other, which Iads to
importance. Blood relations must be honoured, hurtful words being exchanged.

and those who do so are praised by Allah Himself:

Ak

\J

Some sisters think that their brother’s wife should /~

/

S R R R SR, serve them and carry out their duties for them/
33435034205 o3 0V Al LORgicaNS  yyhen their brother’sr‘{rife comes home, they believe
iu[_;q:n ;;: & 3_;{;._:,. she should do everything. This has no base in Islamic
: law. The brother’s wife is a part of the family. She is
not only part of the brother’s life but holds her own
importance as a Muslim and servant of Allah, which
makes her deserve respect.

-

Translation: And those who join what Allah has
commanded to be joined, and fear their Lord, and
dread severe accountability.*

Acting on Islam’s teachings on strenghtening  If a married sister visits her parents’ home, she

blood relations not only strengthens familial ties, must not have the mindset that her brother’s wife
but it complements societal values too. And this is is to serve her, look after her children for her, and
because families are foundational roots of society;  cook her favourite dishes; it is not befitting to think

consolidating them consolidates society. After this way. Also, she should not stay there for too
parental ties, the strongest and most prolonged  long, and during her duration there, she should
relationship is that of a brother and sister. carry out her personal tasks herself and also help

Brothers and sisters live, eat, speak, and experience her brother’s wife.

life together. Their bond offers support to the other.
Alongside being a perfect religion, as Islam is also a
religion that conforms to the natural predisposition
of mankind, it details how brothers and sisters can
maintain their ties and exhorts for these ties to be
consistently upheld.

Some sisters develop a negative mindset towards
their brother’s wife. For instance, they may say,
“Your wife does not clean the home”, “Whenever I
come, she doesn’t give me any importance”, or “She
doesn’t look after our mother.” This can lead to the
brother thinking ill of his wife and having a negative
A hadith states, “Whoever has three daughters or attitude towards her, resulting in an unpleasant vibe
sisters, or two daughters or sisters, and he treated pervading the home.

them graciously and feared Allah regarding them,
Paradise is for him.” (Sunan al-Tirmidhi, vol. 3, p. 367,
hadith 1,923)

Some sisters even push their own sisters to think
bad of their husbands or in-laws. This is abhorrent.
The final Prophet -lsalsaicalid= declared, “Whoever
Just as brothers are tasked with behaving well towards ~ Ppits a wife against her husband is not from us.”
their sisters, the same applies regarding sisters  (Musnad Ahmad, vol. 9, p. 16, hadith 23,041) If what these
behaving well towards their brothers. They must act sisters say is false, this can lead to them incurring
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s the punishment for slandering. The final Prophet
* dsasageadnde announced, “Whoever accuses a
Muslim with the intention to disgrace him, Allah

~shall restrain him on the bridge of Hell until he is

acquitted of what he said by pleasing that person
~or incurring punishment commensurate with his
© 8in.” (Sunan Abi Dawild, vol. 4, p. 354, hadith 4,883) Islam
prohibits sisters from acting in such a manner, and
thus they should refrain from such conduct.

Some sisters believe they should always be given
things by their brothers, be it due to the norm on
occasions of happiness and festivals. At times,
some demand that when their brother has a child,
they should give their sisters expensive gifts,
money, or gold. Many a time has this been the case.
However, one should refrain from making such
demands. Given the current rising cost of living, it
is inappropriate to financially burden one’s brother
without a need. If someone’s brother is financially
capable and gives out of his own accord, there is no
issue in this, as family members normally exchange
gifts with one another. Pray to Allah to grant your
brothers more blessings when you see them happy.

It has been observed that in matters pertammg ‘a
to distributing inheritance, despite having been -«

brought up by the same parents under one roof,
brothers and sisters are seen ardently opposing
one another in pursuit of this transient worldly

wealth. Islamic law stipulates the exact amount .

of inheritance sisters are to receive, yet some are
seen wanting more than their share. This leads
to lifelong grudges, breaking of familial ties, and
a host of other problems. At times, this brings
into disrepute the honour and respect of some
families. Islam comprehensively covers the laws of
inheritance. Whatever Islam specifies for someone
in this regard should be accepted wholeheartedly.
Doing so prevents numerous problems from
arising.

To conclude, sisters should realise the many ways in
which they can positively contribute to the happiness
of families. We should all strive to create a happy and
pleasant environment in our homes.

' [Kanz-ul- Irfan (translation of Quran)] (Part 13, Surah al-Ra‘d,

verse 21)
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The Practice of the Righteous on

oS L aylat |
g al-Dara‘ah |

i i Madani
Ali Attari Madani (Mid-Sha‘ban)

Sha‘ban is the eighth month of the Islamic calendar, particularly noted for the significance of its 15" night:
Laylat al-Bara'ah (Mid-Sha‘ban). On this night, Allah’s mercy and blessings descend. Prayers are accepted on
this night, so one should ask Allah Almighty for the best of this world and the Hereafter. This is evidenced by
a hadith of Prophet Muhammad -issaisstealnd=, in which he lsdisaealil= explained dua’ is not rejected on five
nights, one of which is the 15" of Sha‘ban (otherwise known as Laylat al-Bara‘ah or Mid-Sha‘ban).!

The virtues of this night are described in hadith and the statements of the Companions i i v+ and
saints i aie-5, The Messenger of Allah .lsdisatealil= and pious predecessors spent this night in worship and
encouraged the same.

The night in which doors of goodness are opened
The Prophet -isalswizalide mentioned the doors of goodness opening on four nights, one of which is the 15"
of Sha‘ban. During it, the names of those wi}o shall die, people’s sustenance, and those who shall perform hajj

=

are written.? -— el T il ; o




The Prophet’s lengthy prostrations (sujad)
During Laylat al-Bara'ah, the Messenger of Allah
SLesaisatealiid= would prostrate for alengthy period. Lady
‘A'ishah Gzalize: explains:

“One night, the Prophet -iwasacalids stood to offer
salah. He -lsasadzalile prostrated for so long that |
thought his soul had left his body. Seeing this, I stood,
took hold of his thumb and moved it; his thumb then
showed sign of movement.

[ returned. Then, he Lsabatealni= raised his head from
prostration and completed his salah. ‘O ‘A ishah!” he
asked, ‘Did you presume that the Prophet would be
disloyal to you?’ I replied, ‘O Messenger of Allah J=
Sasqlsagzali! By Allah, this is not the case! However,
seeing your long prostration, I assumed your soul had
left your body.’

He dsasaalil= asked, ‘Do you know what night this
is?” “Allah (Almighty) and His Messenger know best’,
[ replied. “This is the night of mid-Sha‘ban. During it,
Allah has mercy upon His servants. He forgives those
who ask for forgiveness and has mercy upon those who

]

seek it. He leaves the spiteful in the state they are in.™

Visiting graveyards on Laylat al-Barda'ah

On this night, the Prophet .lzalakalid= visited the
graveyard and prayed to Allah Almighty for the people
buried there.

Lady ‘A'ishah uzaliz: relates, “I found the Prophet

1 cth

Jwalsadealide in Jannat al-Baqi® on the 15" night of
Sha‘ban praying for the forgiveness of Muslim men,
women, and martyrs.”* We too should ensure to stay
awake during this night of mercy and forgiveness,
busying ourselves with prayer, dhikr, and dua’. In
addition to asking for our own forgiveness, we should
visit graveyards and pray for the Muslims buried there.

Imam Hasan's «ale: routine worship on 15th Sha‘ban
Sayyiduna Ta us Yamani &=4lie#; narrates: “I inquired
from Imam Hasan «calies: regarding worshipping
on the 15" night of Sha‘ban, to which he replied, I
divide the night into three parts: I recite salat upon my
grandfather .lsalsadcalid= in one part, repent to Allah
Almighty in another, and spend the final part acting
upon Allah’s command by bowing and prostrating.’

3

‘What reward is there for someone who does this?’
I asked. He a=alios: replied, ‘I heard from my
father (“Ali b. Abi Talib a=4lis#7) that the Prophet
Sasyisadzali e declared, “Whoever worships on the
night of mid-Sha‘ban shall be written amongst the
mugqarrabin.””s

Preparing for this sacred night

On the 15™ night of Sha‘ban, Sayyiduna Khalid
b. Ma‘dan, Lugman b. ‘Amir, and other pious
predeccesors Ludz<lid#; would wear fine clothes,
use perfume, apply kohl to their eyes, gather in the

masjid and spend it worshipping Allah Almighty.

sing this and the custom of gathering
sjiids to offer voluntary (nafl) worship,
Sayyiduna Ishaq b. Rahawayh iz« said, “This
Sayyiduna Harb
rrated this statement from

»

is not an innovation (bid ah)
al-Kirmani «dealnaz:
him.®

The Practice of the people of Mecca
Abu ‘Abdullah Muhammad b. Ishaq al-Makki

al-Fakihi » who was a noble figure from
the third century AH, said: “When it was Laylat
al-Bara ah, the people of Mecca would come to
Masjid al-Haram, offer salah, and circumambulate
the Ka‘ba. They remained engaged in worship and
reciting the Quran until morning. Some of them
would offer 100 units of voluntary salah whereby
they recited Sarah al-Ikhlas 10 times after Sarah
al-Fatihah in each unit (rak‘ah). They also drank
Zamzam water, performed ghusl with it, and put
some aside for those who were unwell. In this

My

1er, they enjoyed the blessings of that nig

L Al-Jami' al-Saghir, p. 241, hadith 3
‘Asakir, vol. 10, 08

* Al-Durr al-Manthir, al-Dukhan, verses 1-3, vol. 7, p. 402

summarised; Ibn

3 Shu'ab al-Iman, vol. 3, p. 382, hadith 3,835

* Shit ab al-Iman, vol. 3, p. 384, hadith 3,837

5 Al-Qawl al-Badr , p. 396

® Ma Dha fi Sha' ban, p. 75

7 Akhbar Makkah li al-Fakihi, part 3, vol. 2, p. 84




The Pages of History

The Historic and Religious Significance of

PALESTINE

o

Palestine is a land distinguished by its historic and
religious significance. It bears memorable points of
interest and epoch-making landmarks, such as the
blessed graves of Allah’s prophets. After Prophet
Muhammad (5 < <2z & Js passed away, Palestine
was conquered by Islam’s second caliph, ‘Umar b.
al-Khattab <z« Ui 325, This occurred in 636 (15 AH).!
Although Palestine has geographically changed,
this article shall delve into the ancient history of the
region, including Bayt al-Muqaddas (Jerusalem),
its great significance and virtues.

There was once in a time where circumstances

meant people had to migrate frequently. In 2500
BC, the people of Canaan came to Palestine and
settled there. Prophet Ibrahim %20 <2 then took
up stay there in 2000 BC. Imam al-Baydawi «Li 425
<z mentions that Prophet Ibrahim 20 iz, along

with his wife Lady Sarah wz ibic25 and Prophet -

Lat s iz, migrated to Harran and
then to Syria before taking up stay
in Palestine. (Tafseer al-Baydawi,
Surah al-‘Ankabit, verse 26, p.399)

-
Prophet Ibrahim’s two sons, Isma‘l s« s and
Ishaq s «ie, settled in Makkah and Bayt
al-Muqaddas respectively. Prophet Ishaq s« s
passed away there too. Imam al-Qurtubi «is e niz;
writes, “Ishaq -zuc passed away in Palestine and
was laid to rest near his father Ibrahim s 2™

A host of prophets hailing from Ishaq’s sy ez
progeny lived in Palestine, leading it to become
known as the land of the prophets i<z On the
night of Mi‘rdj, the final Prophet of Allah i <& 411 J=
#L=5 came to Palestine and enhanced its importance
even further with his sanctified presence. When
Prophet Ya‘qib ««i: passed away, his blessed
body was brought from Egypt to Palestine and

i interred near his father Ishaq s iz 2
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famous landmarks
e T E

Places gain repute due to i) the people who lived there, ii) historic landmarks, and iii) their association
with something. Palestine is no different; the connection it bears to the sheer number of prophets g igie
and the landmarks relating to them render it widely famous.

Here, we will mention some of these places.

— e
Also known as Bayt al-Maqdis and Jerusalem, this is Palestine’s most famous city. Imam Qazwini has
detailed many virtues of this city, for it is the famous city founded and lived in by the Prophets
sz 5tai o2tz of Allah Almighty. They permanently resided here and even had revelation sent to them. The
Companion ‘Abdullah b. ‘Abbas iz < i .25 explained, “Jerusalem was founded by prophets who then lived
there. Every handspan of the area is either where a prophet offered salah or lived.”

= i

In Prophet Sulayman’s s« s era, Jerusalem was known as one of the beautiful cities of its time, because
he sz« iz had wondrous buildings constructed. Al-Masjid al-Aqsa, which Allah Almighty has granted
unique prestige, and the Dome of the Rock (Qubbah al-Sahrah), a landmark of steep Islamic significance,
are both found there.

Unjust kings ruled this land and caused much damage. The incident concerning Prophet ‘Uzayr s« iz
mentioned in the Quran also occurred here. Its weather is moderate, architecture beautiful, and masjids
very clean. The Buraq of the Prophet ¢ «Jis i £ L1 Jo was tied here, the chamber of Lady Maryam s e Li g2
where she was granted out-of-season fruits is located here, and it was here that Prophet Zakariyya q2 e
was given glad tidings of a son: Prophet Yahya ezt

: - This is also the place where all of mankind will assemble on the day of resurrection. Sayyiduna Samurah b. ‘J

O@r—-

2
.



Jundub %= &liz; states that the Messenger of Allah
olss s 82 & Js said, “Your resurrection will take
place in Jerusalem, and you shall then be gathered
on the Day of Judgement.”

o

halil (Hebron)

2) Al-K

The second holiest site in Palestine, due to the
graves of Prophet Ibrahim and his family
(including Prophet Ishaq s i <) being located
there, is al-Khalil.® Initially, there was a cave
located here, which Prophet Ibrahim s <
purchased for 400 mithqal of gold. Lady Sarah c-;
Ly & 1 was laid to rest here first, and then Prophet
Ibrahim san <iz himself as well.?

(3) Bayt Lahm (Bethlehem) |

This is the region in Palestine where Prophet ‘Isa
s e was born. On the night of Mi'raj, the
Messenger of Allah (2 «Jis <2 2 11 L= was told to stop
at a certain place by Archangel Jibril v« iz and
offer salah. The Prophet ¢l:s 4is < 2 L J= offered salah
there, after which Jibril s «i: asked, “Do you
know where you have just offered salah? You have
prayed at Bayt Lahm, where ‘Isa .20 <1 was born.”

Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan Na‘imi «L¢ « 1n 225 writes,
“When the time of Prophet ‘Isa’s ;52 <1z birth drew
near, Lady Maryam tgk « Ui o5 was six miles from
Bayt al-Muqaddas. She L. « 11 225 went to the
forested area of Bayt Lahm.” She then came across
a dry date palm tree, its leaves and branches all
having withered, with only the trunk remaining.
The weather was cold, and she sat leaning against
the tree, where she gave birth to Prophet Tsa <z
rw|'10

(4) Ghazzah (Gaza)
This Palestenian city is situated to the west of
Asqalan, and it is where one of Prophet
Muhammad’s -lssalsagea il ancestors Hashim b.
‘Abd Manaf & : i »; passed away and was laid to
resty

The Messenger of Allah ¢l25 4is <k & i s declared fhis

L'

S Es
:

region to be a ‘bride’ and issued glad tidings to
those who live there. He (L5 s < & 1 Js explained,
85251 OMEwe e dgimll Glo] IR bl Al 5 sh
“Good news for those whom Allah made to live in
one of the two brides: Asqalan or Ghazzah.””

During the caliphate of ‘Umar b. al-Khattab, the
Companion Sayyidunda Mu‘awiyah &= il &5
conquered Ghazzah. It is a city loved by everyone
in the Islamic world. One of the four mujtahid
imams, Imam Muhammad b. Idris al-ShafiT «Li&z;
iz, was born here in 150 AH.*

! Faizan-e-Farig-e-Azam, vol. 2, p. 810
2 Tafsir al-Qurtubt, Siirah al-Bagarah, verse 132, vol. 1, p. 104
3 Tafsir al-Khazin, Sarah Yisuf, verse 100, vol. 3, p. 46

% Athar al-Bilad wa Akhbar al-'Ibad, pp. 159-163

5 al-Mu'jam al-Kabir, vol. 7, p. 264, hadith 7076
& Tarikh al-Islam li al-Dhahabi, vol. 35, p. 280

7 Qasas al-Anbiya', pp. 236-237
8 Sunan al-Kubra li al-Nasa i, p. 81, hadith 448

9 Nir al-“Irfan, part 16, Surah Maryam, verse 22, p. 802
10 Hashiyah al-Jamal, Surah Maryam, verse 23, vol 5. p. 14

Y Mu' jam al-Buldan, vol. 4, p. 202

12 Al-Firdaws bi Ma' thiir al-Khitab, vol. 2, p. 450, hadith
3,940; Kanz al-"Ummal, vol. 12, p. 289, hadith 35,077

13 Athar al-Bilad wa Akhbar al-'Ibad, p. 227; Wafayat
al-A'yan, vol. 4, p. 23




The eighth month of the Islamic year is Sha‘ban al-Mu‘azzam. The 15" night of this month
is called the "Night of Salvation." Allah Almighty reveals His special mercy and blessings
on this night, and opens the doors of goodness. According to a Hadith, Allah Almighty
announces on this night, “Is there anyone who seeks forgiveness, so that | may forgive
him? Is there anyone who asks for sustenance, so that | may grant him it? Is there anyone
who is afflicted by a calamity, so that | may bless him with well-being? Is there anyone as

such? Is there anyone as such?" to the extent that Fajr time starts.
(Ibn Majah, vol.2, p.160, Hadith 1,388)

Dear children, you have to find the following five words by combining the letters from top
to bottom, left to right, just as the word ‘mercy’ has been found for you in the table.

W  Era Ll e B e e N G Q
S D VvV D G N v F S
v F O R G 1 I N G
B N M L K © R A € E
J ®H © F A S QO W E R
T B L O & 5 B N & 5
Yy + © p Z X C Y B N
M O W = R Y B 1 U
s U § T E N A N € E




The Messenger of Allah (li5 @is «le 410 o said: "The very first gift that a person gives to his child
is a name. Therefore, he should choose a good name." (Jam® al-Jawami*, vol.3, p.285, Hadith 8,875)

BOYS' NAMES

OFFICIAL NAME FOR
NAME ADDRESSING m ASSOCIATION

The servant of the The word ‘Abd' is joined
Muhammad AbdulQudoos One Who is flawless. with an attributive name
of Allah Almighty.
a Muhammad Idris The one who teaches. The blessed —namt-;- ofa
- prophet S iz,
—
: The blessed name of
é) Muhammad Usman The one who strives. thie third caliohar the
Muslims.

GIRLS' NAMES

The blessed name of
Hafsah Beautiful one of the Mothers of
= the believers yi il ;2.

The blessed name of

Y/ Azbah Svreet river or a companion of the
— clean water. Prophet o5 45 4k 4l Jo.
o= ); The blessed name of
- Hafsah A type of dark red a companion of the
# grape from Taif Prophet (s 4is «ié 4l Jo.

(Parents who are blessed with a son or daughter may choose
one name from these suggested six names.)

38



Blessings of the 5 letters of Jlal [Sha'ban]

« L =22 What a great honour the month of Sha'ban-ul-Mu'azzam
bears. Above all, this is more than enough to demonstrate its
excellence that our Beloved and Blessed Prophet o 4l s siv jo
declared it as ‘'my month.” There are five Arabic letters in the word

dulath: £ 5 ¢, - | and op. His Saintly Highness Sayyiduna Ghaus-e-
A'zam «k 41i#; has explained these five alphabets of §50a%% as: 4 b
Stands for Sharaf (nobility), éii: for “Uluww (ascension), % for Birr
(kindness and benevolence), 4% for Ulfat (affection) and 40% for

Noor (light); so these are the virtues with which Allah Almighty
bestows His servants in this blessed month.

In this month, doors of good deeds are opened, blessings are
showered, wrongdoings are forgiven, expiation is paid for sins
and Salat is invoked extensively upon the Beloved and Blessed
Prophet Lt b= and this is the (special) month of sending Salat
upon the Greatest and Final Prophet el jo.

{Cileeryyer-tit-Taelilveen, vol. I, pp 341-342)
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