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Preface:

Allah, the Exalted, created humans as the
noblest of all creation and divided them into different
tribes, nations, and communities. For their guidance,
He sent the Noble Prophets .s.iex from time to time.
Finally, He sent the Holy Prophet ... spw ox as His
Beloved and put an end to the chain of prophethood
with him. He granted the nation of His Beloved
Prophet & superiority over all other nations and gave
them Islam, the highest of all religions, which
contains guidance on every aspect of life, whether it
be acts of worship or worldly affairs, the customs of
joyous and sorrowful occasions, or festivals. Indeed,
the Holy Prophet & provided a practical example of
how to live according to the pleasure of Allah in every
walk of life. The Holy Prophet & not only laid the
foundation for Islamic culture but also strictly forbade
the customs of the Age of Ignorance and non-Islamic
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on Celebrating Halloween
festivals. This is why when the Merciful Prophet &5
arrived in  Madinah Munawwarah, he granted
Muslims two great festivals in contrast to the festivals
of the non-Muslims:

1.Eid al-Fitr: which is celebrated as a reward for
the worship, patience, and piety of the month of
Ramadan.

2.Eid al-Adha: which is celebrated in memory of
the Sunnah, sacrifice, and devotion of Sayyiduna
lbrahim ssuiad.

These two Eids carry a spiritual, social, and
moral message, in which there is no indecency, no
polytheism, no purposeless joy, and no mixing of any
non-Islamic belief.

In contrast, in the present era, Muslims,
influenced by Western culture, have started
participating in many such non-Islamic festivals,
which are based on false ideologies, have no
connection to Islam, and contain no goodness or
spirituality.

Keeping this in view, we received a question
asking: "What is the Shari'ah ruling on celebrating
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on Celebrating Halloween
Halloween? This festival is now being celebrated at
the school and college levels here. What is the status
of participating in such festivals in the light of Islamic
teachings?"

In response to this question, a concise yet
comprehensive booklet has been compiled. In it, the
reality of this festival and its non-Islamic nature are
explained, along with the following points:

e Introduction to Halloween

e Beliefs found regarding Halloween

e Refutation of the false beliefs of Halloween

e The Shari'ah status of celebrating this festival
and participating in it

e Reasons for this festival being impermissible

e The ruling on giving and receiving gifts on this
festival

Furthermore, this booklet explains with clarity
that Halloween has no connection to Islam
whatsoever. It is a purely non-Islamic festival based
on false beliefs, and it is not permissible for a Muslim
to participate in it or follow its customs. A Muslim
should not only protect their beliefs and the
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foundations of their faith but should also preserve
their culture, traditions, and religious identity at all
times. This is a great responsibility, and any
negligence in it can be a threat to both one's faith and
deeds.

Therefore, it is incumbent upon every Muslim to
completely abstain from all such festivals that are
connected with non-Islamic traditions and false
beliefs, and to limit their happiness and joy to only
those Islamic festivals that Allah, the Exalted, and His
Messenger & have granted us.

May Allah Almighty, protect us from intellectual
slavery, save us from the effects of false cultures, and
grant us the ability to live our lives with a correct
understanding and awareness of Islam. Aameen, O
Lord of the worlds.

Abu al-Faizan Irfan Ahmad Madani
Dar Al-Ifta Ahl Al-Sunnah (Faisalabad)
08 Sha'ban al-Mu'azzam 1146H / 07 February 2025
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The Shari'ah Ruling
on Celebrating Halloween

What do the scholars of Islam and muftis of the
sacred law say regarding the matter of celebrating
Halloween?

Nowadays, this festival is even celebrated in our
schools and colleges. According to the teachings of
Islam, what is the ruling on participating in such
festivals and exchanging gifts on these occasions?

o
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For Muslims, celebrating or participating in
festivals like Halloween which are based on satanic
beliefs, un-Islamic ideologies, and superstitions is
impermissible, forbidden, a sin, and a deed that leads
to Hell.

Detailed Answer:
The detailed answer will cover the following
aspects:

1. Anintroduction to Halloween.

2. A refutation of the beliefs behind Halloween.

3. The ruling on celebrating and participating in
this festival.

4. The reasons for its impermissibility.

5. The ruling on exchanging gifts during this
festival.
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1. An Introduction to Halloween:

Halloween is a Western festival that originated
from beliefs related to the souls and remembering
the dead. Some have cited Celtic or pagan roots
while others refer to the feast of All Hallows’
Eve.Furthermore, it was believed by some that on this
day vengeful souls would roam the earth and harm
their enemies, so to protect themselves from such
harm, people disguised their identities through masks
and costumes. Over time, this festival also took on a
recreational form. In this day and age, Halloween is
no longer a religious festival; it is now celebrated as a
form of entertainment, a practise that has spread to
some Islam countries too.

2. A Refutation of the Beliefs Behind Halloween:

The belief behind celebrating Halloween, that
spirits roam the earth and that fires are lit and
costumes are worn to ward them off, is based on
superstition and falsehood and has no connection to
reality. According to Islamic belief, the wicked souls of
disbelievers are confined to fixed places where they
are imprisoned. Some remain at their cremation sites
or graves. Therefore, they do not roam freely, and no
evil spirit can cause harm in this way.
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3. The Ruling on Celebrating and Participating in This
Festival:

For Muslims, celebrating Halloween, or any
other festival rooted in pagan beliefs, un-Islamic
ideologies, and superstitions, and participating in it, is
impermissible, a sin, forbidden, and a deed that leads
to Hell. This is because it is a festival consisting of
practises that oppose the teachings of Islam. The
honour of the believers is that when they pass by
such unlawful activities, they preserve their dignity
and avoid participation. Therefore, Muslims should
obey Allah Almighty and His Messenger Jas s o J
and uphold their honour and dignity on such
occasions, and avoid the sin of taking part in them.

4. Reasons for the Impermissibility of this Festival:

(i) Imitation of Sinners and Disbelievers:
Celebrating Halloween involves imitating the
practices of sinners and disbelievers by participating
in their festivals and unlawful customs. Hadith
tradition strongly condemns such imitation.

(i) Increasing the Numbers of Sinners and
Disbelievers: Participating in this festival strengthens
the gatherings of sinners and disbelievers. The Holy
Prophet a5 4k 2l Je said: "A person who increases
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the gathering of a people is one of them."

(iii) Disfigurement through Halloween Makeup:
Halloween makeup, which creates strange and
frightening appearances by drastically changing the
face, is—from a religious point of view—a form of
disfigurement and altering the creation of Allah. Both
the Quran and Hadith forbid such practises.

(iv) Frightening People and Causing Distress: In
today’s Halloween celebrations, scary costumes,
frightening masks, and makeup are used to scare
others, especially children, causing fear and distress.
In the sacred Shariah, it is not permissible to frighten
anyone, even as a joke.

5. The Ruling on Exchanging Gifts on This Festival:
Gifts should never be exchanged on this festival
because:

e This festival is based upon beliefs that oppose
Islamic doctrine, so exchanging gifts on this
occasion can, in effect, promote, publicise, and
encourage these ideas. Islam commands its
followers to end such superstitions, discourage
them, and strive to eliminate evil. Therefore,
gifts must never be exchanged on such
occasions.

e Exchanging gifts is a cause of love and affection,
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and Allah has forbidden affinity with

disbelievers.

e Exchanging gifts on such occasions can also lead
to leniency in religious matters (e.g., failing to
forbid an evil act due to greed or someone’s
status, or not disliking their evil as bad in your
heart if you do not have the power to stop them,
etc.) for your worldly gain, and the sacred
Shariah has declared it to be impermissible and
asin.

Therefore, Muslims must avoid exchanging gifts
with disbelievers and wrongdoers on this festival.

The detailed rulings will be mentioned in due course.
Regarding the reality of Halloween, it is mentioned in
the Encyclopedia of American Folklore:

"Halloween/All Hallows' Eve although far from a
national holiday, Halloween is one of the most
pervasively and extravagantly celebrated annual
holidays in the United States.

The origins of Halloween are probably in the
Celtic Day of the Dead or festival of Samhain, an
occasion that marks summer's end and the arrival of
a new pagan year. Folk belief suggested that all who
had died in the previous year entered the next world
at this time. Their spirits could be sensed more keenly
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because of the special importance of this occasion. By
tradition, this is a time when mortals are most
capable of glimpsing the spirit world. At this time, the
pagan gods are believed to respond by playing tricks
and making mischief. Humans, in turn, try to hide or
shield themselves from such influences. Therefore,
Halloween is integrally related to the prospect of
contact with spiritual forces, many of which threaten
or frighten. Mortals responded to this fear by such
means as concealing themselves, attempting to
appease such spirits, or trying to deflect harm
through such practices as lighting bonfires."®
Similarly, it is mentioned in another book regarding
the historical background of Halloween:

"Halloween started from the ancient Celtic
festival Samhain, which was celebrated about 2,000
years ago in what is now Ireland and the UK. During
Samhain, people believed that on October 31st, the
boundary between the living and the dead would
disappear, and spirits would roam the earth. To drive
away these spirits, they would light fires and wear
costumes. As Christianity spread, it influenced the

1.... Encyclopedia of American Folklore, page 187, Facts on Files
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festival, and Pope Gregory Il established All Saints’
Day (also known as All Hallows’ Day) on November 1st
in the 8th century, which led to the term All Hallows’
Eve, later shortened to Halloween. Over time, new
traditions were added to Halloween, such as children
wearing scary masks and going door-to-door for
candy, and carving scary faces into pumpkins, which
became especially popular in America. These
traditions have roots in both Celtic rituals and
Christian beliefs, and today, they have become a part
of Western culture, making up modern Halloween."®

In this day and age, Halloween is not celebrated
as a religious festival, as is stated in a detailed book
written on Halloween:

“The American Halloween became a Cultural
celebration rather than a religious one”.®

Similarly, it is stated on a famous social media
website:

“Today, Halloween is not generally associated
with any particular religion or tradition and s
commonly viewed as a secular community holiday,
primarily focused on the young, and a boon for

1.... Reference, “The Halloween Encyclopedia” by Lisa Morton
2.... Reference, Halloween, Page 33, publisher Llewellyn Publications , USA
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businesses offering candy and decorations as well as
the entertainment industry which releases films, TV
specials.”®

The evil spirits and souls of disbelievers are
imprisoned; they do not have the freedom to roam.
Accordingly, Allah Almighty states:

2" e I NS

Translation: Truly, indeed the record of
evildoers is in Sijjin.?

Under this blessed verse, the Quranic exegete,
Qadi Thana’ Allah Panipati «iz.udss, writes:
5 P! U35 bz WSO 7100 T oo s ) ripnd L gl S5 2 as
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1....https://www.worldhistory.org/article/1456/history-of-
halloween/#:~:text=Halloween%20is%20among%20the,and%20the%20dead.
%20The

2.... Al-Quran, Al-Mutaffifin verse 7; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan
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Translation: The reason this place is called Sijjin

is that all the souls of the disbelievers are imprisoned
there, and this place is the seventh earth or below
the seventh earth. Ibn Mandah, Imam Tabarani, and
Abu al-Shaykh wuizes have narrated from Hamzah ibn
Habib in a Mursal Hadith that the Prophet asatin s
45 was asked about the souls of the believers, to
which he replied: "(The souls of the believers) are in
green birds that roam in Paradise wherever they
wish." They asked: "O Messenger of Allah Jesarsaizad fa!
And what about the souls of the disbelievers?" The
Prophet Jusasatideanswered: "They are imprisoned
in the place of Sijjin." Ibn al-Mubarak, Hakim Tirmidhr,
lbn Abi al-Dunya, and lbn Mundah U %es have
narrated from Sa‘ld ibn al-Musayyab, who narrated
from Sayyiduna Salman, that he said: "The soul of a
disbeliever is in Sijjin."Imam Baghaw 4auézssays that
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar, Sayyiduna Qatadah, Imam
Mujahid, and Imam Dahhak i zes said: "Sijjin is the
seventh earth, and the souls of the disbelievers are in
its lowest part." | say that lbn Abi al-Dunya has
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narrated this from Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar s
Wiz a in the same way. Imam Baghawi iz 4 dzshas
narrated with his chain of narrators from Sayyiduna
Bara’ xzinces that the Prophet Jusasaizadnfasaid: "Sijjin
is the lowest part of the seven earths, and “llliyydn is
in the seventh heaven under the Throne.” There is a
long marfu¢ Hadith from Sayyiduna Bara’ iz i wesin
which the death of the believers and the death of the
disbelievers is discussed. Concerning the disbelievers,
it is mentioned that the doors of the heavens are not
opened for them. Then Allah says: 'Write his book in
Sijjin in the lowest earth,' and his soul is cast down.
In Musannaf ‘Abd al-Razzaq, it is narrated in a

he said: "z Gasss (was' Translation: "And the soul of a
disbeliever is imprisoned in Sijjin."?

The same is also mentioned in the book, Al-
Zuhd wa al-Raga’ig of Imam ‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak
Marwazl «auées (d. 181 AH).¢G

The Imam of Ahl al-Sunnah, Imam Ahmad Raza

1.... Al-Tafsir al-Mazhart, vol. 10, p. 220, published in Quetta

2.... Musannaf ‘Abd al-Razzaq, vol. 4, p. 284, published by Dar al-Tasll

3.... Kitdb al-Zuhd, Bab M3 Ja’a fi al-Tawakkul, p. 144, published by Dar al-
Kutub al limiyyah, Beirut
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Khan «zauiss, also quoted this in Fatawa Razawiyyah.

It is stated in Bahar-e-Shariat: "The wicked souls
of disbelievers also have fixed places; they do not
roam freely. Instead, some of them stay at their
cremation or burial grounds, some in the well of
BarhUt (a valley in Yemen), some in the first, second,
or seventh earth, and some in Sijjin below even that.
Wherever they are, they can see, recognise, and hear
the words of anyone who passes by their grave or
cremation ground, but they do not have the power to
go anywhere, as they are imprisoned. The notion that
a soul transmigrates into another body-human or
animal, known as Tanasukh or reincarnation, is
completely false, and believing in it constitutes
disbelief."®
Believers do not participate in the festivals or special
occasions of disbelievers, nor in such futile activities.
Allah Almighty states:

s @%‘%‘;LSY S03eA0YEA s

Translation: And those who do not testify falsely,
and when they pass by indecency, they pass by
protecting their honour.?

1....Bahar-e-Shari‘at, vol. 1, part 1, p. 103, Maktabat-ul-Madinah, Karachi

2....Al-Quran, Al-Furgan, verse 72; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan
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Regarding 453 63009 &23d 5%, it is stated in Tafsir
Durr al-Manthar:
RN R SH IR R R NP ey
Translation:Regarding4;:6:ed09& 25 Sayyiduna
lbn ‘Abbas iz w5 said that it means they do not
participate in the festivals of the polytheists.®

Regarding e@;bu;jméy%o, Tafsir al-Nasafi explains:
S oy sy 1315 nadls 7z iy of iy Lo s il 300 1552 151 "
Iy 53y 3] A"y k)] 0 Sl i Ko s ma Gl 51355 B ki

as
Translation: And when they pass by something
futile, meaning an obscene or worthless matter that
should be abandoned. So, when they pass by people
engaged in frivolous activities, they pass by with
dignity, meaning they turn away from it and protect
themselves from involvement, just as Allah states that
when they hear vain talk, they turn away.?
Regarding participating in the festivals of disbelievers
and sinners and keeping their company, Allah

Almighty states:

1.... Tafsir Durr al-Manthdr, vol. 6, p. 282, published by Dar al-Fikr, Beirut
2.... Tafsir al-Nasafi, vol. 2, p. 551, published by Dar al-Kalim al-Tayyib, Beirut
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Translation: And if Satan causes you to forget,
then on remembering, do not sit with the
oppressors.t

Explaining the aforementioned verse, ‘Allamah
Mulld Ahmad Jiwan < auies(d. 1130 AH / 1718 AD)
writes:

" e ngS o 3gaills ¢ 36U (3l s puctie ) e B as Dl 15"

Translation: The word 4ciudn ;8% (oppressive
people) includes innovators in religion, sinners, and
disbelievers. It is forbidden to sit with any of them.®@

It is stated in Fatawa Razawiyyah:"It is forbidden,
impermissible, and a sin to willingly adopt anything
that is the practice of disbelievers, innovators in
religion, wicked people, and sinners without a
genuine religious need, even if it is just a single thing.
This is because doing so will certainly be an imitation
of them, and this is sufficient for prohibition, even if
there is no imitation in other ways. The example for
this is that of a bottle of rosewater and urine. A bottle

1.... Al-Quran, Al-Antam verse 68; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan
2.... Tafsirat-e-Ahmadiyyah, Surah al-An‘am, under the verse 68, p. 388,
published in Quetta
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filled with rosewater containing a single drop of urine
is impure and ruined; it is not necessary for the entire
bottle to be filled with urine to render it impure."®

Regarding the Imitation of Disbelievers It is
stated in a hadith:

ESEPVEL PN ESVRPIS YT SRSV VI SROHE [ IR P ROy
" ael ) sy (i USS 2s Sy

Translation: It is narrated from Sayyiduna
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr ziies that he said: "A person who
builds a house in the lands of the non-Arabs
(disbelievers), celebrates their festivals of Nairlz and
Mihrijan, and imitates them until he dies in that state,
will be resurrected with them on the Day of
Judgement."®@

Regarding the imitation of a people, it is
narrated from Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar wzzatiges:

' 3.8 &% . 4 4 LN
e 303 ) e ko s e bl s il s J
Translation: The Prophet .1z a .k 2 Je said: "A

P

1.... Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 24, p. 536, published by Raza Foundation,
Lahore

2.... Sunan Kubra li-I-Bayhaqi, vol. 9, p. 392, published by Dar al-Kutub al-
‘“Iimiyyah, Beirut
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person who imitates a people is one of them."®
Commenting on this Hadith, it is stated in Fayd
al-Qadir Sharh Jami¢ al-Saghir:
e 2 L g 4SS B ek a3y (3 8,05 Gl 6T Gty an 5 )
("rw,es)-__rpbsfw,wdww;
Translation: ‘A person who imitates a people’
means a person who adopts their outward
appearance, emulates their actions, their character,
and imitates their ways in clothing and some of their
actions ‘is one of them’.®@
Participating in the festivals of disbelievers and
sinners increases their numbers, as stated in a hadith:
" das SB35 s 0 e e sl AT e
Translation: "A person who increases the
number of a people is one of them, and a person who
is pleased with the actions of a people is a partner in
their actions."®

In the same way, it is stated under a similar
Hadith in Fayd al-Qadir Sharh Jami al-Saghir:

1.... AblO Dawdd, vol. 4, Kitab al-Libas, Bab Fi Libas al-Shuhrah, p. 44,
published by Al-Maktabat-ul-‘Asriyyah, Beirut

2.... Fayd al-Qadir Sharh Jami¢ al-Saghir, vol. 6, p. 104, published by Al-
Maktaba- al-Tijariyyah al-Kubra, Egypt

3....Kanz al-Ummal, vol. 9, p. 22, published by Mu'assasah al-Risalah
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Translation: "Whoever increases the number of
a people by living among them, socialising with them,
and supporting them is considered one of them, even
if he is not from their tribe or city.®
Regarding Changing the Creation of Allah Allah

states in the Quran:

w975 558,

> wﬁv,wv;r@uv,

Translation: And | shall most definitely lead
them astray, and | will most certainly rouse ambition
in them, and | shall indeed command them, and so
they will surely slit the ears of animals. And | shall
indeed command them, and so they will certainly
change the creation of Allah. And whosoever takes
Satan as a friend instead of Allah has indeed incurred
a clear loss.?

The Quranic exegete and Hadith expert, Mufti
Muhammad Qasim Qadri, writes in the exegesis of
this verse: " Satan said he would command people,

s by 474 geugeTs 5080 0 K iy e
i s éuidaow@;wv;fumom‘.

1.... Fayd al-Qadir, vol. 6, p. 156, published in Egypt
2....Al-Quran, Al-Nisa" verse 119; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan
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and they would surely change the creation of Allah.
Remember, changing Allah’s creation in ways
contrary to Shariah is forbidden, as detailed in
numerous Hadith.®

Regarding Disfigurement It is stated in Sahih
Muslim:

ereandd Sl Slantils Slaeldl s LA sty Sl dbl "
" S bl s S|
Translation: "Allah Almighty has cursed women
who tattoo and have others tattoo them, women who
pluck facial hair and get them plucked, women who
widen their teeth for beauty, and women who change
the creation of Allah."®
A hadith also states:
" e bl - - - s dhe bl o bl g 0B
Translation: "The Prophet Lsasaieijsforbade us
from mutilation."®

1.... Tafsir Sirat al-Jindn, vol. 2, pp. 312-313, published by Maktabat-ul-
Madinah, Karachi

2.... Al-Sahih li-Muslim, Kitab al-Libas wa al-Zinah, vol. 2, p. 205, published in
Karachi

3.... Abl Dawid, vol. 3, Kitdb al-Jihad, p. 6, published by Al-Matba‘at-ul-
Ansariyyah, Hind
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Regarding the details of mutilation, it is stated in
Al-Binayah Sharh al-Hidayah:
oy ) 06 sy At ity A oo (§ ake S Lo ) iy (BA2ID"
" Gas el i) 1A S 2B s - 20455 s a5 o
Translation: "Muthlah with a dammah on the
mim, refers to altering one's nature and form,
whether by cutting off a limb or by darkening or

changing the face. Taj al-Shariah said that muthlah is
that which is done to become ugly."®

The Imam of Ahl al-Sunnah, Imam Ahmad Raza
Khan . o 4s(d. 1340 AH/1921 AD), writes:
"Disfiguring the face by smearing it with mud is
considered mutilation, and distorting is forbidden.
During war, it is prohibited to mutilate combatant
disbelievers, as reported in a sahih hadith. Even
mutilating those whom there is a command to kill is
not permissible. It is a pity that Muslims smear mud
on one another’s faces or mark someone's face with
ink while they are asleep as a joke. All of this is
forbidden, and abstaining from it is obligatory."®

1.... Al-Binayah Sharh al-Hidayah, vol. 1, p. 527, published by Dar al-Kutub al-
‘“Iimiyyah, Beirut

2.... Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 3, p. 667, Raza Foundation, Lahore
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Regarding Frightening Someonelt is stated in a
hadith:
16 sl b3 ks bl oo s Do Lo 108 cded G 0 ! 0
38 5050 ane oo U] iy A g s alid ks ke bl s (2| oo 01
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Translation: It is narrated from Sayyiduna ‘Abd
al-Rahman ibn Ab1 Layla iz 4 s that he said: the
Companions of Muhammad Jzsais«izadndetold him that
they were travelling with the Prophet Jusan ki da
when one of them fell sleep. Some of them took hold
of a rope near him, which frightened him. Then the
Prophet ;a5 4k 2l Je said it is not permissible for a
Muslim to frighten another Muslim.®

Imam Sarakhsi iz 4 42s5(d. 483 AH/1090 AD),
writes:

QENVRSITE PEL RV S

Translation:"Frightening a Muslim is not
permissible."

Since the foundation of this festival does not
conform to Islamic beliefs, exchanging gifts on this

1.... Sunan Abi Dawid, vol. 4, Kitab al-Adab, p. 301, published by Al-
Maktabat-ul-‘Asriyyah, Beirut
2.... Mabsit li-I-Sarakhsi, vol. 24, p. 37, published by Dar al-Ma‘rifah, Beirut
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occasion may promote and encourage fallacies. Islam,
however, encourages the elimination of superstitions,
discouraging them, and protecting Muslims from
involvement in evil. Allah states:

5" BRI 3630\ K 2 G35 33l 0305 oY sl s G5t
Translation: They believe in Allah and the Last
Day, command good and forbid evil, and hasten
towards acts of virtue—and they are among the
chosen people "of Allah™.@
Regarding the condemnation of those who do
not forbid evil, Allah says:
G CHPH PR O & R G 1
Translation: They were not forbidding one
another from the evil they did. They were doing the
most evil deeds.®
Forbidding evil is necessary. As such, Mawlana
Na“im al-Din Muradabadi «iz.ues, writes: "The verse
proves that forbidding evil is necessary, and refraining
from preventing a wrongful act is a grave sin."®

1.... Al-Quran, Aal-‘lmran, verse 114 translation from Kanz al-“Irfan
2.... Al-Quran, Al-M3a’idah, verse 79; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan
3.... Tafsir Khaza’in al-Irfan, p. 232, published by Maktabat-ul-Madinah,
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Regarding the duty of stopping evil, the Holy
Prophet Lususaiidnds said:
OUFIPWEATIXIEI RO NN NSNS ER T SENT M ST BTN

"ol Cind

Translation:"Whoever among you sees an evil,
he should change it with his hand. If he is unable to
do so, he should change it with his tongue. If he is
unable to do so, he should hate it in his heart, and
that is the weakest of faith."®

Exchanging gifts on this festival can lead to
kinship with disbelievers, which is forbidden. Allah
Almighty commands:

KA Gon B a5 " Azl 035 s O G801 G5k 3
et b 015 b1 7 a05 a5 22 )

Translation: Muslims should not befriend
disbelievers instead of believers; and whosoever does
this has no bond with Allah except if you fear

something from them. And Allah warns you of His
Wrath. And to Allah is the return.?

Karachi

1.... Al-Sahih li-Muslim, vol. 1, p. 69, published by Dar lhya” al-Turath al-‘Arabr,
Beirut

2.... Al-Quran, Al-‘Imran, verse 28; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan
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Under this verse, it is stated in Tafsir Sirat al-
Jinan:"Affinity for disbelievers is forbidden. It is
impermissible to make them confidants and to form a
deep connection with them. However, if there is fear
for one’s life or wealth, a person may adopt only an
outward accommodating demeanour. Here, only
external conduct is permitted; it does not mean one
should hide their faith or adopt falsehood as belief.
Rather, it is better and more virtuous to stand firm
against falsehood, even at the cost of one’s life, just
as Imam Husayn u: i sgave his life but never
concealed the truth. The verse forbids taking
disbelievers as confidants, and from this, it can also
be understood how grave it is to form alliances with
disbelievers against Muslims."®

Exchanging gifts on such occasions generally
leads to compromising religious principles, which is
condemned in the Quran and Hadith. It is stated in
the Quran regarding such compromise:

ST INCHIE F s GIERNE

Translation: So do not comply with the deniers.

1.... Tafsir Sirat al-Jinan, vol. 1, p. 457, published by Maktabat-ul-Madinah,
Karachi
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They desired that you somehow show leniency so
they can show leniency too.®

Tafsir Sirat al-Jinan defines compromising [in
religion] as: "Compromising is to be lenient in
religious matters for the sake of worldly gain, such as
not forbidding someone from evil due to greed or
respect for their status, or, if one cannot stop them,
not considering their wrongdoing as evil in your
heart."@

Regarding those who compromise, it is narrated
from Sayyiduna Nu‘man ibn Bashir wziigesin Sahth al-
Bukhari that the Prophet Jdasanaizinfe said:
kil 3 prgrins Liad Bt gt g3 S clgd 81015 a3 00 G ool J2e”

Ll s cag 1530 (Nl i) e sy s kil 51 063 Vel G geiin s Lo
v adsT ol sl e o Vsl 1 el Lo im0 il il b Joms
PO S IRCIN PR SV PR S ISP S [T |

Translation: "The example of a person who is

lenient in the bounds of Allah and falls into them is

like a group of people who drew lots for a ship. Some
ended up in the lower part, and some in the upper

1.... Al-Quran, Al-Qalam, verse 8-9; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan
2.... Tafsir Sirat al-Jinan, vol. 10, p. 282, published by Maktabat-ul-Madinah,
Karachi

MAJLIS-E-IFTA Go To Index m




The Shari'ah Ruling
on Celebrating Halloween

part. The people in the lower part had to pass the
people in the upper part to get water, causing
annoyance. So, a person from the lower section took
an axe and made a hole in the bottom of the ship.
The people from above came to him and said: '"What
is wrong with you?' He replied: 'You were annoyed by
me, and | cannot do without water (so | am making a
hole in the ship so that | can get water and remove
your annoyance). ‘If they grab his hand, they will save
him and themselves, but if they leave him (and do not
stop him from making a hole), they will destroy him
and themselves."®
Regarding the Ruling on Mudahanat It is stated
in Al-Barigah al-Mahmudiyyah Sharh al-Tarigah al-
Muhammadiyyah:
adde BYEY I35 akad o (AU G Guellos pkatd] 3 Jaladly 53,01 8L 101"
" aepme Aol s 2 soce sl agd o5 Loy Lo 1 gl s LI B e B0 5
Translation: "Mudarat is the name of a soft and
pleasant demeanour adopted to teach an ignorant
person and to stop a sinner from committing sin.
Refraining from harshness with a sinner is also
mudarat. Mudahanat, however, is to socialise with a

1....Sahth al-Bukhari, vol. 3, p. 181, published by Dar Tawq al-Najat
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sinner and show approval of their sinful deeds. The
first, mudarat, is recommended, whereas the second,
mudahanat, is forbidden.®

s AT s ke a3 bl oo ki) gt 3 S 5 okl ]

Answered by: Abul Faizan Irfan Ahmed Madani
Verified by: Mufti Muhammad Qasim Attari

1.... Al-Barigah al-Mahmidiyyah Sharh al-Tarigah al-Muhammadiyyah,
Volume 3, Page 128, Matba’ al-Halabi

MAJLIS-E-IFTA Go To Index m




The Shari'ah Ruling

on Celebrating Halloween

Bibliography

< Al-Quran, Al-Furgan ; translation from Kanz al-
‘Irfan

% Tafsir Sirat al-Jinan, published by Maktabat-ul-
Madinah, Karachi

% Al-Tafsir al-MazharT, published in Quetta

% Tafsir Durr al-Manthir , published by Dar al-Fikr,
Beirut

% Tafsir al-Nasafl , published by Dar al-Kalim al-
Tayyib, Beirut

% Tafsirat-e-Ahmadiyyah , published in Quetta

% Tafsir Khaza’in al-Irfan , published by Maktabat-
ul-Madinah, Karachi

% Sahth al-Bukhari , published by Dar Tawq al-
Najat

% Al-Sahth li-Muslim , published by Dar I|hya’ al-
Turath al-‘Arabi, Beirut

% Sunan Abt Dawdad , published by Al-Maktabat-ul-
‘Asriyyah, Beirut

+» Musannaf ‘Abd al-Razzaq , published by Dar al-

Tasll
% Kanz al-Ummal , published by Mu'assasah al-
Risalah

MAJLIS-E-IFTA Go To Index m



The Shari'ah Ruling
on Celebrating Halloween

% Sunan Kubra li-I-Bayhaqi , published by Dar al-
Kutub al-““llmiyyah, Beirut

¢ Fayd al-Qadir Sharh Jami¢ al-Saghir , published
by Al-Maktaba- al-Tijariyyah al-Kubra, Egypt

< Mabsat li-I-Sarakhst , published by Dar al-
Ma‘rifah, Beirut

% Al-Binayah Sharh al-Hidayah , published by Dar
al-Kutub al-“limiyyah, Beirut

% Al-Barigah al-Mahmudiyyah Sharh al-Tarigah al-
Muhammadiyyah , Matba‘ al-Halabi

% Kitab al-Zuhd, Bab M3 J3’a fi al-Tawakkul |,
published by Dar al-Kutub al ‘llmiyyah, Beirut

« Fatawa Razawiyyah , published by Raza
Foundation, Lahore

#* Bahar-e-Shari‘at, Maktabat-ul-Madinah, Karachi

+* Encyclopedia of American Folklore , Facts on

Files

% Reference, “The Halloween Encyclopedia” by
Lisa Morton

+» Reference, Halloween , publisher Llewellyn

Publications , USA

MAJLIS—E—IFTA Go To Index



“ THE BLESSED HADITH "

The Final Prophet =**“* sajd:

" B0 B (o 505 e 300 231 50 7S "
Translation: "Whoever increases the
number of people in a nation, is one of
them, and whoever is pleased with the
deed of a nation is a partner

in their deed."

(Kanz al-Ummal, vol. 9, p. 22, published by
Mu'assasah al-Risalah)
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