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Foreword

In the noble mission of Dawat-e-Islami, Jami‘ah al-Madinah plays a pivotal role
in nurturing scholars grounded in Islamic knowledge and devoted to the
propagation of the Sunnah. Among the towering personalities whose legacy
continues to illuminate the path of scholarship and spirituality is A‘la Hazrat
Imam Ahmad Raza Khan «iz.liiz;5 the great reviver of Islam in the 14th century
Hijri. His encyclopaedic works, deep insight, and unwavering defence of Shari‘ah
have guided generations of Muslims across the world.

To ensure that his intellectual and spiritual heritage reaches English-speaking
audiences, Majlis Jamia-tul-Madinah UK established a dedicated department
under the name “Fikr-e-Raza” (The Vision of Raza). The purpose of this
department is to introduce English-speaking students and readers to the thought,
scholarship, and reformative teachings of A‘la Hazrat Imam Ahmad Raza Khan

afzadoies.

A vast portion of A‘la Hazrat’s invaluable writings including the monumental
Fatawa Razawiyyah was authored in Urdu and Arabic. While these works hold
immense relevance for contemporary Muslims, language barriers have limited their
reach among English-speaking scholars and students. Recognising this need, Fikr-
e-Raza undertook the task of translating selected treatises into fluent, accessible
English while preserving the depth and precision of the original texts.

i

www.dawateislami.net



Foreword

The present booklet, (ClitassensoTci7iz), translated as “The Compilation of the
Qur’an, and why do they attribute it to ‘Uthman?” Among the subjects that have
often been misunderstood is the compilation of the Qur’an and the reason it is
attributed to Sayyiduna ‘Uthman ibn “Affan zui:5. This concise work sheds light
on the historical stages through which the Qur’an was preserved, collected, and
standardised, drawing upon authentic narrations and the explanations of the
scholars of Ahl al-Sunnah. Originally written in Urdu and later translated into
English by Ahmed Raza Attari who is a hardworking student in Jamia-tul-Madina
Luton (UK) under the supervision of Majlis Jami‘ah al-Madinah UK, this work
aims to convey the wisdom and reasoning of A‘la Hadrat on this issue.

This translation is part of a broader effort to connect English-speaking students and
communities in the UK with the intellectual and spiritual legacy of A‘la Hazrat. By
engaging with his writings, readers not only gain clarity in matters of Shari‘ah but
also strengthen their appreciation for the revivalist movement he inspired.

May Allah Almighty accept this humble endeavour, reward all those involved in its
compilation, translation, and publication, and make it a means of spreading the
blessed light of “Fikr-e-Raza” (The Vision of Raza) throughout the English-
speaking world. Amin.

Khalid Tasneem Madani, Birmingham, UK
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Question No: 248
From the ancient city of Bareilly
13" Jumad Al-Ula 1366 A.H.

Question:

What do the scholars of the religion, and the jurists of Islam say about this matter;
Did the Third Caliph of the Muslims, Sayyidina ‘Uthman :::i¢:s5, gather the
Qur’an, or was it gathered before him? And we hear that the Qura’n was gathered
by the First Caliph of the Muslims, Sayyidina Abt Bakr xz:ices, but then was
buried. Is this correct? (Please clarify, and be rewarded.)

Answer:

The gathering and collection of the glorious Qur’an and the arrangement of its
verses and chapters, took place in the blessed era of the Leader of Messengers &,
by the divine command, in accordance to the conveyance of the angel, Jibril .z
2, and under the guidance and teachings of the Leader of Messengers #&i.
However, the glorious Qur’an wasn’t gathered into one place, but rather in various
places like separate pages, stone tablets, on the hides of goats, bones and preserved
in the hearts and minds of the honourable Companions 5.

During the caliphate of the Sayyidiina Abt Bakr x:zzi.:5, in the battle of Yamamabh,
against the false claimant of prophethood Musaylimah Kadhdhab; the accursed,
many Huffaz companions were martyred. Allah; The Most High, put an inspiration
into the heart of Sayyidiina ‘Umar zzi.:5, that he went to the caliph of the time;
Sayyidiina Aba Bakr xziie5, and stated that most of the Companions who had the
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Qur’an preserved in their chests have been martyred in the last war. If wars and
battles carried on like this, there is a chance that most of the Qur’an will be lost. I
request that you give the order of gathering the Qur’an into one place.

The deputy of the Messenger «ti: accepted this request, and ordered Sayyidiina
Zayd bin Thabit xzui¢e5, and other Huffaz Sahabah like him, to carry out this
important task of gathering the different chapters of the Qur’an. They were then
gathered into one scripture and this scripture was in the custody of Sayyidana Abu
Bakr zui¢es, then in the custody of Amir al-Mu’minin Sayyidana Fariiq E A’zam
xzii¢25, then in the custody of the mother of the believers Sayyidatina Hafsah binte
Farig, the wife of the Last Prophet &t

The dialect of the Arabic language was different across various tribes of the

peninsula. For example, some tribes say the Harf e Ta‘rif (definitive article') is
whilst some say it is 4l. A Hadith is narrated through this dialect as well:

SR\ Galtatl ol e )

~

Fasting in a journey is not a virtuous act.

The signs of future/present tense (cx1) are pronounced with a Fathah, some read it
with a Kasrah. The »s of L which resembles _..J, some pronounce it in Mansiab

state and some in the Marfa" state. The .. of éfand ¢jand the likes of it, some

pronounce it in the Mansab state and some in the Marfa‘ state. Some dialects

pronounce -, in the place of ., and some ..« in the place of s\.. The :Usat the end
of the word 2., some pronounce it as a sl in the state of Waqf, and some
pronounce it as U. Some do Waqf on Hurif e Maddah and some do it only on

Sakinah letters. Certain tribes do Waqf on ., and s\, in the Marfa" and Majrar

' This is used to make a non-specific word (5,%) into a specific one (35,a). Like .s(a pen) to
~&i(the pen).
2
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states. If the Sakinah letter comes after a Harkah that matches it, then some tribes

suffice on this and remove the Sakinah letter e.g. from 331 to i, from &5 to Ju3

etc. Like this, amongst different tribes, the dialect and accent of the language varied.

Sl uiTaras  SIEIAE A

As the flower of your lineage blossomed in the garden of Quraysh,

this is the reason why the Qura’n was revelead in the dialect of Quraysh

In the time of the Messenger ££lz, as the Qur’an was newly revealed, it was difficult
for the different tribes to immediately switch into a dialect which was different to
one they spoke since the time of their forefathers. For this reason, permission was
given to them to recite the Qur’an in the dialect they were comfortable with. After
the era of prophethood, as new generations started to emerge, the tribes who were
given permission to recite the Qur'an in their own dialect, began to think and
believe that the Qur’an was revealed in this dialect. This matter worsened over time
and in the era of the third caliph, people began to argue over this; some would say
that the Qur’an was revealed in this dialect, and another would say that, no, it was
revealed in that dialect. Different tribes began to claim that the Qur’an was revealed
in their own dialect. When the news of this reached the third caliph, he said that if
the situation has gotten to this extent, just imagine how far it would go, if nothing
was done!

After meeting with Sayyidiina ‘Ali 2zxi¢:5 and other prominent figures amongst the
companions .;iz4ice5, it was decided that tribes with dialects different to that of the
Quraysh, were no longer allowed to recite the Qur’an in their own dialects, as this
caused tribulations and now the nation of believers had to gather upon the dialect
in which the Qur’an was sent down in, the dialect of the Quraysh. Hence the order
was passed out and the scripture kept in the custody of the mother of the believers
Sayyidatina Hafsah binte Fartq, was requested to be brought and copies were
made. These copies were then sent out to every major city of the Islamic nation, so
that they could begin to follow this dialect, and any scriptures which were not in
accordance with the Qurayshi dialect, to remove the seeds of dispute, were put to
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rest and removed from public circulation. Tribes of the Arabic peninsula began to
converge onto one dialect.

To make copies from the Siddiqi scripture, Amir al-Mu’minin tasked Zayd bin
Thabit, ‘Abdullah bin Zubair, Sa‘id bin ‘As, ‘Abdur Rahman bin Harith bin
Hisham 4z:i¢e5 to carry out this righteous act. These copies were sent to the
honoured city of Makkah, Sham (Syria), Yemen, Bahrain, Basrah, Kafah and one
was kept in the capital of the Islamic nation, Madinah Munawwarah. And the

Siddiqi scripture was returned back to Sayyidatina Hafsah binte Faraq. «ilslas!
Attributing any sort of destroying or burying to this scripture is a complete lie. It
was then kept in the custodies of the Caliphs to come; Sayyidina ‘Uthman,
Sayyidana ‘Ali, Sayyidiina Hasan, and then with Sayyidina Amir e Mu‘awiyah ¢e;
2. This was kept safe until Marwan tore it.

In conclusion, the glorious Qur’an was gathered by the command of Allah,
according to the guidance of the Master of all masters #&=. All that remained was
the gathering of all chapters into one place. Amir al-Mu'minin Sayyidana Abu Bakr
wzitiges, with the consultation of Amir al-Mu'minin Sayyidiana Faraq E AZ'am e
xz, gathered the Qur’an in one place. Later on, Amir al-Mu’minin Sayyidana
‘Uthman 22155, with the consulation of Amir al-Mu'minin Sayyidana ‘Ali wzaices,
spread it to the major cities of the islamic nation and gathered all onto the original
dialect of the Qur’an; the Qurayshi dialect. For this reason, Sayyidina ‘Uthman ¢es

xz4 was known as Jami‘-Ul-Qur’an.

In reality, the true gatherer of the Qurad’n is Allah, the most high, as is stated in the
holy Qur’an:

‘. 314151 PR
PP ESEqusAV: )
Indeed, its compilation and its reading is upon us. [75:17]

The messenger of Allah £ had commanded Sayyidiana Abu Bakr 4zzi:5 to gather
the Qur’an, as narrated by Sayyidina Zayd bin Thabit xzxe5, in The Mustadrak of
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Imam Hakim, with the same conditions as the collections of Imam Bukhari and
Muslim;

501 e O 0N 50 SRS Al s 02 LS L5
He said; we were with the Messenger of Allah £3l, and we used to gather the Qur'an
on pages.!

Imam Jalal al-Din Suydti states in al-Itqan;

Sl e Vs 0ol s Py (3 sme b S ERBIE ab] Yy s 0o G S O RN B 03

The entirety of the book of the Almighty was written in the time of the Messenger
of Allah #£l, however it wasn’t gathered in one place nor were its chapters ordered.?

It is stated in Sahih Bukhari, narrated from Zayd bin bin Thabit x:zzi¢e5 also;
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It has been reported that Sayyidiuna Zayd bin Thabit wizues said; At the time of the
war of Yamdmah, Sayyidina Abia Bakr iz i w5 Called me. When I arrived,
Sayyiduna ‘Umar bin Khattab wzuie5 was present there with him. Sayyidina Abu
Bakr wziiges says, that Sayyidiuna ‘Umar Wziiges came to me and said that many
reciters of the Qur'an have been martyred in this battle and I fear that if it was to
carry on like this then many other reciters of the Qura’n will be martyred and as a
result, most of the Qur’an could end up being lost. It is my humble opinion that you
give the order of gathering the Qur’an. Sayyidina Zayd bin Thabit Jziie;5 carries on
saying that; Sayyidina Abit Bakr Zziies says to me that you are an intelligent young
man. You are not accused of any wrongdoing. You used to write down the revelation
of the messenger #Ll: when it was revealed. So, look for the Qur'an and start to gather
it. Thereafter, I began to look for the Qur'an. I would gather it from the leaves of palm
trees, stone tablets and the memories of people. That finished scripture, remained in
the possession of the First Caliph, then in the custody of the second and then
eventually with the Mother of the Believers, Sayyidatina Hafsah binte Fariq &5,

(This is a concise version of the longer Hadith)

The summary of this long Hadith is that al-Faraq suggested the gathering of the
Qur’an to al-Siddiq, he accepted it and gave the duty to Sayyidina Zayd, where the
gathered scripture remained with al-Siddiq then al-Fariaiq, then with the mother of

the believers 425,

Amir al-Mu’minin Sayyidina ‘Al 2zzi.:5 said:
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The greatest of people in terms of reward in regards to the scripture (written Qur’an)
is Abii Bakr - may Allah have mercy on him - He is the first of those who gathered the
book of Allah. Ibn Abi Daud narrated it with a sound chain from ‘Abd Khair; who
says he heard ‘Ali (izies) say; (Then he mentioned this Hadith)

The Great Imam ‘Arif Mahasbi «zi.¢; states in the book Fahm al-Sunan:

S 1 5 ke 6 Ak i ool 06 8 i By om0 B S
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The writing of the Qur'an isn’t a new thing as the Messenger of Allah “H: has
commanded the writing of it, however it was separate places like pages, bones of the
shoulders and leaves of palm trees. Al-Siddiq merely gathered it in one place, so it
was as if the loose pages were in the blessed house of the Messenger of Allah #2%, and

a gatherer comes along and combines them in a string so that nothing goes missing.

It has been reported in Sahih Bukhari:
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After the chain: Sayyiduna Anas bin Malik ::z:125 reports that Sayyiduna Hudhaifah
Wzidiges approached Sayyidina ‘Uthman wiziies when he was getting the people of
Sham (Syria) and Iraq ready for the conquest of Armenia and Azerbaijan. The
different ways of reciting of the Qur'an between the Syrians and Iraqis worried
Sayyidind Hudhaifah xziies he called out “Ya Amir al-Mu'minin! Prevent this
nation from differing in their book like how the Jews and Christians differed.”
Sayyidina ‘Uthman uz i 5 sent a messenger to the mother of the believers,
Sayyidatind Hafsah binte Fariq &z4i25 Lo borrow the copy of the Qur’an that was
kept in her custody, to make copies and then to return back to her. When she sent over
the copy to Sayyidiuna ‘Uthman “ziiges, he tasked Zayd bin Thabit, ‘Abdullah bin
Zubayr, Sa ‘id bin ‘As and ‘Abdur Rahman bin Harith bin Hisham to make copies of
the Qur'an. Sayyidina Uthman w425 commanded the three Qurayshi that when
there is a discrepancy between your Qur'an and the Qur'an of Sayyiduna Zayd, then
write that which is in accordance with the dialect of the Quraysh, because the Qura’n
was revealed in this dialect. They obeyed the order of the caliph, and they completed
the copying of the Qur’an. Once that was done, Sayyidina ‘Uthman iz returned
the original copy to Sayyidatina Hafsah binte Fariq \iiii25 and he spread the
copied versions throughout every corner of the muslim world and ordered that any

copy which was different to this to be burnt.
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Look! This Hadith from Sahih Bukhari is a clear proof that after Sayyidina
‘Uthman 125 heard the differences in the reciations of the Qur’an, requested the
scripture of Siddiq from the mother of the believers, copied it and spread it to the
major cities. He returned the copy back to Umm ul Momineen \gzie5.

Ibn Ishtah writes in kitab al-Musahif
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In the era of the third caliph, Sayyidiana ‘Uthman <z s they differed in the
recitation of the book of Allah until it reached the point where the students and
teachers started to argue. This news reached Sayyiduna ‘Uthman wizies and he said,
“In front of me, you fight, falsify and pick out mistakes in the recitation of the Qur'an,
so then how much would those who are far from me falsify and pick out mistakes?’ O
the Companions of the Messenger of Allah! Gather, and write a leader (Qur’an) for
the people!l”

Amir al-Mu’minin Sayyidina ‘Al 2zzi.:5 said:

03551 A5 st Le 5 oS croVl Cislal 3 as Lo a3 s VoL e (310,55
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Do not speak about ‘Uthman (xz425) except goodness! For I swear by Allah that what
he done in the matter of scripture of the Quran, he done by consulting us and with
our agreement. He said “What do you think about this recitation? The news has
reached me that some people say, “My recitation is better than your recitation,” and
this is close to being kufr (disbelief).” We asked “What do you suggest?” He replied that
I think we should gather the people upon one scripture (dialect) so that separation
and dispute don’t occur.” We replied “Yes! What a great suggestion!”

It is stated in al-Itqan:
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Ibn al-Tin and others have said that the difference between the gathering of Abui Bakr
(zwbices) and Uthman (2ie5) is that Abu Bakr (22iie5) gathered it out of fear of
any part of the Qur’an getting lost due to the carriers of the Qur'an were martyred, as
it wasn’t gathered entirely in one place. Hence, he gathered the Qur'an in one
scripture arranging the verses of the chapters in accordance with the teachings of the
Messenger . And, the gathering of ‘Uthman (<ziie5) was when the differences in the
recitations of the Qur'an, where it reached a point where the people recited it

according to their dialects (and the different dialects were many in number) which

led to some people pointing out mistakes to other dialects. So he (vz4iye5) feared the
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great gravity of the effects of this. So, he (izues) revoked all the scriptures into one,
with arranged verses and chapters, and limited all the dialects onto the dialect of the
Quraysh as the Qur'an was revealed in this. Even though, the recitation of the Qur'an
in other dialects was allowed due to difficulty and hardship in the beginning he (125

wzii) saw that this need had now finished, hence he 125 limited it to one dialect.

Imam Badr al-Din al-‘Ayni states in ‘Umdat al-Qarl commentary of Sahih al-

Bukhari:
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This is the reason for ‘Uthman (<zi125) gathering the Qur'an into one scripture. And
the difference between it and the Scriptures is that it was that which was gathered in
the era of Abii Bakr («ziies) and the chapters were separated with their verses in
order. However, the chapters weren’t placed into order, and when they were arranged
into an order, this became the scripture, but it didn’t become a scripture except in the

era of ‘Uthman (iziies).

In ‘Umdat al-Qari commentary of Sahih al-Bukhari, it has been transmitted from
Abi Bakr bin Abi Daad:
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He said that he heard Aba Hatim al-Sujastani say that seven copies were written
and were sent to Makkah, Syria, Yemen, Bahrain, Basrah and Kafah, and one was
kept in Madinah.
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In Irshad al-Sari commentary of Sahih al-Bukhari, Imam Qustlani says:
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Until the fact that when the scriptures were put into one book, ‘Uthman (i)

returned the original scripture back to Hafsah (&zuies). It remained with her until
her passing, then afterwards Marwan took hold of it and ripped it when he became
the leader of Madinah, before Mu ‘awiyah (izties) saying “I fear that after a long
period of time passes someone may take hold of it and become doubtful in it.” Ibn

Daiid and others have narrated this.

In the same book:
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The writing of the Qur’an was done in the time of the Prophet #£%, the gathering in
the time of al-Siddiq (xz:125), and the compiling into one book in the time of ‘Uthman
(xziéies). The Qur'an in its entirety was written in the time of the Prophet <55, but it

wasn’t gathered in one place nor were its chapters arranged.
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Question No: 249

From Patna, Azeemabad
22nd Dhu al-Qa ‘dah 1322 A.H.

Question:

What do the scholars of the religion, and the jurists of Islam say about this matter;
On what basis is Sayyidina ‘Uthman xzzi5, called “The Gatherer of the Qur'an’
Please write the answer in the light of books of Hadith and history. (Please clarify,
and be rewarded.)

Answer:

The gatherer of the Qur’an in reality is Allah. The almighty says:

Indeed, its compilation and its reading is upon Us.

Then the first, most complete, and most perfect manifestation of Divine gathering
was the Master of the Messengers &2z, The arrangement of Qur’anic verses, which
is in the hands of the believers is the same as that which is in the Lawh Mahfuz, the
conveyance of Jibril .s.zuazz and the teachings of the honourable, the possessor of
revelation 2, in the era of the Prophet #£:, was done in their respected chapters.
The great Qur'an was revealed in a period of 23 years, with different verses
according to the need of the bondsmen. Some verses of one chapter would be
revealed and then some from another, and each time they were revealed the Master
of the Universe &z would instruct which chapter it belongs to and after which
verse is its place. Like this, the Quranic chapters were ordered. The companions
&2z would hear this and would recite it accordingly in their prayers.

The blessed Qur’an was revealed in just one dialect; The dialect of the Quraysh. The
different tribes of Arabia would have their own dialects, having different

' Al-Qiyamah:17
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vowel/letter placements and arrangement of words. The Quraysh would keep the

sign of s Las(future/present tense); ¢+l with a Fathah and some other tribes would
keep the ¢, « | with a Kasrah; reciting &a5/c4a225. In the Qurayshi dialect the word

o, bis written with a =335 5( (wand in other dialects with a 3,55 b ( (5 like 5,,U.
There were many better alternatives, which wouldn’t have cause any harm to the
meaning of the discourse neither to the composition. But the dialects of the
respected tribes had become dominant over their tongues and changing them at
once was a difficult feat. For this reason, the messenger of Allah £ had gotten
permission from Allah for the leniency for the tribes with different dialects to recite
the Qur’an in their own.

Jibril Sz would visit the messenger of Allah £l every Ramadan and would do
a repetition of however much Qur’an was revealed up until that point, which is a
sunnah that, by the praise of Allah, is still prevalent amongst the Huffaz of the Ahle
Sunnah, and will be until the final day. In the last Ramadan before the apparent
passing of the messenger of Allah &tl, the conveyer of divine revelation .3z
done the repetition of the Qur’an in the Qurayshi dialect, which was the dialect the
Qur’an was revealed in, and this alluded towards the fact that the previous leniency,
which was permitted, has now been abrogated, and now only the Qurayshi dialect
was allowed.

Even though the different chapters were arranged in the era of the prophet £tl,
they weren’t gathered into one compilation. They were on individual papers, hides
of goats etc. and in the blessed chests of the companions ¢iipi2C, and it was like
this until the apparent veiling of the Prophet £tl.

During the reign of the true caliph, Sayyidina Siddiq-e-Akbar 4z:i¢e5, in the battle
of Yamamah, many Huffaz companions had attained the rank of martydom. The
true ever-living gatherer, to fulfil his promise; ¢ ,f»uagu; 32 (And indeed we are

its protector), he instilled an idea into the heart of Sayyidina ‘Umar xzzi.5 who
Went to the Siddigi court and said that in the battle of Yamamah many Huffaz
companions had been martyred, and if the Qur’an was to remain in individual
sheets, and more companions attain martyrdom, most of the Qur’an would be lost.
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It is my opinion that you order the collection of the Qur’an. In the beginning,
Siddiq e Akbar zuice; was reluctant as to how can he do an action which the
Prophet &£l never done.

Fartaq e A'zam xzuices said that even though this wasn’t an action done by the
messenger of Allah &2, but I swear by Allah this is a deed filled with goodness.
Eventually the insight of Siddiq e Akbar xz:i¢e5 aligned with the wisdom of Fartaq e
A'zam ziies, and Zayd bin Thabit al-Ansari xz:i¢; was brought in the caliphate
court and was instructed with the gathering of the Qur’an. He 425 too became
hesitant in undertaking an action which he #tlz didn’t undertake. Siddiq e Akbar
xzziges replied with the words of Fartiq e A‘zam x5, taking an oath and saying
that this was an action filled with goodness.

It reached such a stage where as-Siddig, al-Fartiq, Zayd bin Thabit and all
honourable companions Gl peils had a consensus and it was decided that the
Qur’an was to be gathered into scriptures.

With this, the doubt and wrongful convictions of the Wahabi sect, which is half the
basis of this sect is broken; that an action not performed by the messenger of Allah
&2, if another was to perform it, he would have to be classed as someone who has
more conviction in the matters of the religion. If one was to aftirm this, then the
consensus of the companions ¢i:p1.:: would have to be rejected by him.

Now that Starah Fatihah, and the chapters were gathered in one place, kept in the
custody of as-Siddiq then al-Farag, then the mother of the believers Sayyidah
Hafsah .:zuice5, three things were yet to be completed:

1. These gathered papers still needed to be formed into one book/scripture.

2. The wide spreading of this gathered scripture to be delivered to the grand cities
of the Islamic world.
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3. The removing of the scriptures in the hands of the public, which were written
in accordance with the dialect other than the Qureshi, differing from the
Qureshi dialect, to remove tribulations and standardising the only dialect
which was not abrogated.

These three tasks, the true protector and gatherer had chosen his third bondsman
Amir ul Mu’'minin Jami‘ al-Qur’an, the possessor of two lights, ‘Uthman xzzi¢5 to
undertake them. Hence, the divinely promised gathering was complete. For this
reason, Sayyidana ‘Uthman 4zuices is called Jami‘-Qur’an.

(.J.dedjb\:
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