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ـلََمُ  عَـلیٰ   خَاتَمِ  النَّبیِ ّٖنَ  ـلـٰوۃُ   وَ الـسَّ ہِ  رَبِّ  الْـعٰـلَـمیِنَْ وَ الـصَّ  اَلْـحَـمْـدُ   لـِلّـٰ

ہِ  الـرَّحْـمٰنِ  ا  ـيْـطٰنِ  الـرَّجِيْمِ   بـِسْمِ  الـلّـٰ ہِ   مِـنَ  الـشَّ ـا بـَـعْـدُ   فَـاَ عـُوْذُ   بـِالـلّـٰ  لـرَّحـِيْمِ امََّ

38 Madani Pearls from Ihya-ul-Uloom1 
(Episode: 01) 

Attar’s Prayer 

O Allah Almighty! Whosoever reads or listens to the booklet, " 38 Madani Pearls 

from Ihya-ul-Uloom, Episode 1", grant them the ability to live a Sunnah -inspired 

life, and bestow upon them, along with their parents and family, entry into Jannat-

ul-Firdous without accountability. 

ِ خاتَمِ النَّبیِ ّٖن  َّی اللہُ عَلَيْہ ِوَاٰلہِّٖ وَسَلَّمَ اٰمِینْْ بجَِاہ  صل

Excellence of Durood 

The final Prophet َّى اللہُ عَلَيْهِ وَاٰلهِّٖ وَسَلَّم   has said: ‘Whoever recites Durood-e-Pak upon صَل

me 100 times, Allah Almighty writes between his eyes that he is free from hypocrisy 

and the fire of Hell, and Allah will keep him with the martyrs on the Day of 

Judgment.’2  

وْا عَلىَ الْحَبيِْب  َّى اللہُ عَلىٰ مُحَمَّد                      صَلُّ  صَل

A Brief Introduction to Imam Ghazali رَحْمَةُ  الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه  

Hujjat-ul-Islam, Abu Hamid bin Muhammad bin Muhammad bin Ahmad Toosi 

Ghazali Shafi'i  رَحْمَةُ   الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه was born in 450 AH in Tabiran, a district of Toos in 

Khurasan.3 (Khurasan was a vast province located in the east of Iran. The present-

day Khurasan does not even include half of ancient Khurasan, as parts of it are now 

included in Afghanistan and other countries). 

His respected father was a thread merchant by profession, due to which his family 

 
1 This booklet is prepared from Al Madina-tul-Ilmiyah’s book ‘Ihya -ul-Uloom’ Urdu vol: 1  
2 Majma-uz-Zawaاid, vol. 10, p. 253, Hadith: 17298 
3 Ithaf-us-Sadat-il-Muttaqeen, vol. 1 p. 9 
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is known as "Ghazali". Imam Ghazali  رَحْمَةُ   الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه and his brother Imam Ahmad 

Ghazali  رَحْمَةُ   الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه were still young when their father passed away in 465 AH. 

Before his demise, their father had instructed a friend of noble character, "Spend all 

my assets (i.e., wealth) on the education and upbringing of these two sons of mine." 

He did exactly that.  Imam Muhammad Ghazali ’s father used to pray to Allah 

Almighty, "Grant me a son and make him a Faqih (i.e., a scholar)." Similarly, he 

would attend gatherings of speeches and there too, weeping, he would pray to Allah 

Almighty, "Grant me a son and make him a preacher." Allah Almighty accepted 

both of his prayers.1 

Imam Ghazali  رَحْمَةُ   الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه traveled to several countries to acquire religious 

knowledge and spent years learning various sciences and arts. He had numerous 

teachers and students, and he authored many books, but Allah Almighty blessed 

him with immense popularity particularly through  his book "Ihya-ul-Uloom". He 

wrote this book in the Arabic language, and to this day, it enjoys worldwide fame. 

Hazrat Sayyiduna Imam Abul Hasan Sha zli  رَحْمَةُ  الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه states: 

"I was blessed with the vision of Allah Almighty’s beloved, final Prophet, Makki 

Madani Muhammad Arabi َّى اللہُ عَلَيْهِ وَاٰلهِّٖ وَسَلَّم  in a dream, and I saw the Holy Prophet   صَل

وَسَلَّم وَاٰلهِّٖ  عَلَيْهِ  اللہُ  َّى   before Hazrat رَحْمَةُ   الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه proudly presenting Imam Ghazali صَل

Sayyiduna Moosa and Hazrat Sayyiduna Isa لََم    ـسَّ  asking: 'Is there a scholar ,عَ ـلَيْهمَِ ا   ال

like Ghazali in your Ummahs?' Both of them replied, 'No.'" 

It is also narrated from Hazrat Sayyiduna Imam Abul Hasan Shazli  رَحْمَةُ   الـلّٰـهِ  عَـلَيْه that: 

"Whoever has a need from Allah Almighty should make Dua  through the 

mediation of Imam Ghazali  2".رَحْمَةُ  الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه  

 

 
1 Ithaf-us-Sadat-il-Muttaqin, vol. 1, p. 9; Tabqaat-us-Shafi'iyyah-il-Kubra, vol. 6, p. 194 
2 Ithaf-us-Sadat-il-Muttaqin, vol. 1, p. 12; Mirat-ul-Jinan wa Ibrat-ul-Yaqzan, vol. 3, p. 249 
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About Ihya-ul-Uloom   

The great scholarly asset of Hujjat-ul-Islam Hazrat Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad 

Ghazali  رَحْمَةُ   الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه during his journey to Bayt-ul-Muqaddas is his book, Ihya-ul-Uloom. 

On the subject of ethics, it is such a book that finding its parallel among the ethical 

books of the world is difficult. It is well -known that the place he selected in Bayt-

ul-Muqaddas for this book was the eastern corner of Qubba-tus-Sakhrah, and he 

was in I'tikaf in th at corner. The complete name of this blessed book is Ihya-ul-

Uloom-ud-Deen, but it is famous by the name Ihya-ul-Uloom. 

Five Sayings of the Pious Predecessors  ُرَحمَِهُمُ الـلّٰـه Regarding Ihya-ul-Uloom 

Attributed to the five letters of 'Ghazali': 

1. Approximately 500 years ago, the great saint Hazrat Sayyid Kabir Ali bin 

Abu Bakr Saqqaf  رَحْمَةُ   الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه stated: "If a non -Muslim reads Ihya -ul-

Uloom, he will become a Muslim. There is such a hidden secret in it that it 

draws hearts like a magnet."1  

2. Approximately 900 years ago , the saint and student of Imam-ul-

Haramayn , Hazrat Sayyiduna Abdul Ghafir bin Ismail Farsi رَحْمَةُ   الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه 

stated: "No one has written a book like 'Ihya-ul-Uloom' before."2  

3. Approximately 750 years ago , the great Shafi'i Muhaddith and 

commentator Hazrat Imam Yahya bin Sharaf Nawawi رَحْمَةُ   الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه stated: 

"Ihya-ul-Uloom is very close to the Holy Quran."3  

4. Imam-ul-Mukashifeen, Hazrat Sayyiduna Sheikh Akbar Muh ’yud-Din 

Ibn-e-Arabi رَحْمَةُ   الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه stated: "I used to read Ihya-ul-Uloom while sitting 

in front of the Ka’bah."4  

 
1 Ta'rif-ul-Ihya bi Fadail-ul-Ihya, vol. 5, p. 358 
2 Tarikh Ibn -e-Asakir, vol. 55, p. 201 
3 Ta'rif-ul-Ihya bi Fadail-ul-Ihya, vol. 5, p. 359 
4 Ithaf-us-Sadat-il-Muttaqin, vol. 1, p. 38 
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5. Taj -ul-Arifeen , Hazrat Sayyiduna Abdullah Eydrus  رَحْمَةُ   الـلّٰـهِ  عَـلَيْه had almost 

completely memorized Ihya-ul-Uloom. He stated: "Hold fast to Ihya -ul-

Uloom. This is a means of Allah Almighty's glance of mercy and His 

pleasure. So, whoever loved it, studied it, and acted upon it, attained the 

love of Allah Almighty, His beloved and final Prophet َّى اللہُ عَلَيْهِ وَاٰلهِّٖ وَسَلَّم  and ,صَل

the angels and prophets رَضىَِ اللہُ   عَنْهُم." He further stated: "We have no path or 

standard other than the Quran and Sunnah, and their complete 

explanation and detail have been provided by Hujjat -ul-Islam Hazrat 

Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazali  رَحْمَةُ   الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه in his magnificent 

composition Ihya -ul-Uloom." Hazrat Sayyiduna Abdullah Eydrus’s 

brother, Hazrat Sayyiduna Sheikh Ali  رَحْمَةُ   الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه, read Ihya -ul-Uloom 

completely 25 times. Every time he completed it, he would host a feast for 

the poor and the students.1  

An Important Letter by Sheikh al-Tariqat, Ameer Ahl al-Sunnah, Founder 
of Dawat-e-Islami, Hazrat Allama Maulana Abul Bilal Muhammad Ilyas 

Attar Qadri Razvi Ziyaee  ْدَامَـتْ بـَرَكََاتُـهُـمُ الْـعَـالـِيَـه: 

ـلََمُ  عَـلیٰ   خَاتَمِ  النَّبیِ ّٖنَ  ـلـٰوۃُ   وَ الـسَّ ہِ  رَبِّ  الْـعٰـلَـمیِنَْ وَ الـصَّ  اَلْـحَـمْـدُ   لـِلّـٰ

ہِ  الـرَّحْـمٰنِ  ا  ـيْـطٰنِ  الـرَّجِيْمِ   بـِسْمِ  الـلّـٰ ہِ   مِـنَ  الـشَّ ـا بـَـعْـدُ   فَـاَ عـُوْذُ   بـِالـلّـٰ  لـرَّحـِيْمِ امََّ

Just as my master, A !الَْـحَمْـدُ لـلِّٰـه ’la Hazrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, Maulana Shah 

Imam Ahmed Raza Khan  رَحْمَةُ  الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه has his grace upon me regarding firmness in 

beliefs and acts, similarly, in the reformation of the inner self, Hujjat -ul-Islam 

Hazrat Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad bin Muhammad bin Muhammad Ghazali 

has a great favor upon me. While reading Minhaj-ul-Abidin رَحْمَةُ   الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه   and Ihya-

ul-Uloom, etc., of Sayyiduna Imam Ghazali رَحْمَةُ  الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه, it repeatedly feels as if he is 

holding me by the ear and explaining, "You pretend to be very righteous, just look at 

 
1 Ta'rif-ul-Ihya bi Fadail-ul-Ihya, vol. 5, p. 360 
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yourself! You have this flaw and that evil inside you as well." Furthermore, whenever 

I read it, it feels as if the soul is receiving fresh nourishment. Their books are not 

just to be read once or twice and put away; they are worthy of being read until the 

last breath of life. If the blessed books of A’la Hazrat and Sayyiduna Imam Ghazali 

 had not come into my study, I would have probably been ruined! By رَحْمَةُ   الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه 

Allah! Hujjat -ul-Islam Hazrat Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad bin Muhammad bin 

Muhammad Ghazali  رَحْمَةُ   الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه has done a tremendous favor to the Ummah by 

writing Ihya-ul-Uloom. 

I make a humble appeal at all the male and female teachers, administrators, 

students of all Jamia-tul-Madinah and Madaris-ul-Madinah of Dawat-e-Islami, all 

the male and female preachers, all Islamic brothers and sisters, and the viewers of 

Madani Channel: if you have not studied Ihya-ul-Uloom, please do so at the very 

first opportunity. Imam Ghazali  رَحْمَةُ   الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه was Shafi'i-ul-Mazhab, therefore, 

regarding the jurisprudential issues mentioned by him, Hanafi, Maliki, and Hanbali 

individuals should seek guidance from their respective noble scholars ( Ulama-e-

Kiram ). 

May Allah Almighty shower millions of mercies every moment upon my master 

and Imam, Hujjat -ul-Islam Hazrat Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad bin Muhammad 

bin Muhammad Ghazali  رَحْمَةُ   الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه, who rests in his radiant shrine in Baghdad, 

and by his virtue, forgive me without accountability. 

ِ خاتَمِ النَّبیِ ّٖن  َّی اللہُ عَلَيْہ ِوَاٰلہِّٖ وَسَلَّمَ اٰمِینْْ بجَِاہ  صل

One Silence Brings a Hundred Comforts  

 

10th of Jumādil Awwal, 1433 AH, April 3, 2012  
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Ihya-ul-Uloom in the Eyes of Ameer Ahl al-Sunnah: 

Sheikh-e-Tariqat, Ameer  Ahl  al-Sunnah  ْالْـعَـالـِيَـه بـَرَكََاتُـهُـمُ   stated in a Madani دَامَـتْ 

Muzakarah: "Bahar-e-Shariat makes a scholar, Fatawa Razawiyyah makes a Mufti, 

and Ihya-ul-Uloom makes a perfect believer." 

Once he stated: "If you want to become a pious person, read Ihya -ul-Uloom. 

Whoever has not read this book seems incomplete to me." 

Dear Islamic brothers! During the study of Ihya-ul-Uloom, keep noting down the 

important points so that by reading them, the blessings of the book can be 

continuously attained.  ِیْم الْکََِ الَْحَمْدُلِلہِ  ثمَُّ  یْمِ  الْکََِ A booklet of i !الَْحَمْدُلِلہِ  mportant points 

collected from Ihya-ul-Uloom (Volume 1) is being released by the “Department of 

Haftawar Risala Mutala'ah”. Read it yourself and, with the noble spirit of spreading 

the call to righteousness, share it with others. In fact, if possible, also distribute it 

for the conveying of reward ( Isaal-e-Sawab) to your deceased loved ones.  May 

Allah Almighty enrich us with the blessings of Imam Ghazali  رَحْمَةُ  الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه. 

ِ خاتَمِ النَّبیِ ّٖن  َّی اللہُ عَلَيْہ ِوَاٰلہِّٖ وَسَلَّمَ اٰمِینْْ بجَِاہ  صل

Seeker of prayers for the grief of Madina h, Jannat -ul-Baqee’, and forgiveness 

without accountability, Abu Muhammad Tahir Attari Madani -2nd of Ẓul ,عفی  عنہ 

Ḥajjaĥ, 1447 AH / 19th of May, 2026 

1. Purity of the Inner Self 

The person who does not protect his organs from sins and engage in worship 

cannot attain an exalted status. Therefore, when the destination (i.e., Paradise) is 

so grand and honorable, the path to reach it is also laborious and long. Thinking 

that the purity of the heart will be attained easily is just a misconception.1 

 
1 Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 9, simplified 
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2. Humility and Piety of Imam Ghazali  هِ  عَـلَيْه  رَحْمَةُ  الـلّـٰ

Once, coincidentally, Hazrat Sayyiduna Imam Ghazali  رَحْمَةُ   الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه visited the 

"Ameeniyyah" Madrasah in Damascus and saw that a teacher was saying: Qala al-

Ghazali  (i.e., he was teaching using his statements). Upon hearing this, the fear of 

falling into self-conceit overwhelmed him, so he left Damascus.1  

3. Status of Dirham and Dinar 
Dirhams and Dinars are in reality two useless stones (similarly, today's paper 

currency notes are like ordinary pieces of paper). If Allah Almighty had not made 

it easy to fulfill human needs through them, their status would be no more than 

ordinary paper.2  

4. Virtue of Asking Questions 

Saying of the Final Prophet َّى اللہُ عَلَيْهِ وَاٰلهِّٖ وَسَلَّم  Knowledge is a treasure, and its keys" :صَل

are asking questions. Beware! You must ask questions, because of this, four people 

will be rewarded: (1) the one who asks, (2) the scholar, (3) the one who listens 

attentively, and (4) the one who loves them."3  

5. Our Condition 
While writing Ihya-ul-Uloom and describing its arrangement, Imam Ghazali         

 stated at one place: "I will prove that the people of this era have derailed رَحْمَةُ  الـلّٰـهِ  عَـلَيْه 

from the right path and are deceived by considering the glittering sand water, and 

in the matter of sciences, they have left the core and considered the peel sufficient."4  

6. Virtue of Scholars 

Hazrat Ibn -e-'Abbas عَنْهُمَا  stated: "Scholars will be 700 degrees higher than رَضِىَ اللہُ 

ordinary believers; between every two degrees, there is a distance of 500 years."5  

7. Virtue of Memorizing 40 Hadiths 
 

1 Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 20 
2 Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 67 
3 Hilya -tul-Awliya, vol. 3, p. 224, Hadith: 3781 with slight variation. Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 56 
4 Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 38 
5 Quwwat-ul-Quloob, vol. 1, p. 241. Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 43 
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Two sayings of the Final Prophet م   وَسَلَّ وَاٰلهِّٖ  عَلَيْهِ  اللہُ  َّى   Whoever memorized 40" :صَل

Ah adith regarding the commandments for my Ummah and conveyed them, I will 

be his intercessor and witness on the Day of Judgement." Similarly, he stated: "Any 

individual of my Ummah who memorizes 40 Ah adith will meet Allah Almighty as 

a scholar and a jurist."1  

8. Minimum Rank of a Scholar 
The minimum rank of a scholar is that he should have the conviction that: "The 

Hereafter is better than the world."2 

9. Virtue of Acquiring Religious Knowledge 

Saying of the holy Prophet وَسَلَّم  وَاٰلهِّٖ  عَلَيْهِ  اللہُ  َّى   Whoever acquires religious" :صَل

knowledge, Allah Almighty will ease his difficulties and provide him sustenance 

from where he could not even imagine."3  

10. Two Groups 

Saying of the holy Prophet وَسَلَّم وَاٰلهِّٖ  َّى اللہُ عَلَيْهِ  If two groups of my Ummah" :صَل —the 

rulers and the scholars—become upright, all people will become upright; and if they 

become corrupted, all people will become corrupted."4  

11. Pillar of Religion 

Saying of the holy Prophet َّى اللہُ عَلَيْهِ وَاٰلهِّٖ وَسَلَّم  Everything has a pillar, and the pillar" :صَل

of this religion is jurisprudence (Fiqh)."5  

12. Virtue of Knowledge 

 
1 Jami' Bayan-ul-'Ilm wa Fadlih , pp. 62-63, Hadith: 188, 187. Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 47 
2 Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 46 
3 Jami' Bayan-ul-'Ilm wa Fadlih, p. 66, Hadith: 198. Ihya-ul-Uloom vol. 1, p. 47 
4 Jami' Bayan-ul-'Ilm wa Fadlih, p. 231, Hadith: 710. Ihya-ul-Uloom vol. 1, p. 47 
5 Mu'jam ul Awsat, vol. 4, p. 337, Hadith: 6166, Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 48 
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Hazrat Sayyiduna Abu Aswad  رَحْمَةُ   الـلّٰـهِ  عَـلَيْه states: "There is nothing more honorable 

than knowledge. Kings rule over people, while scholars rule over kings."1  

13. More Beloved Than Waking Up All Night in Worship 

Hazrat Sayyiduna Abdullah Ibn Abbas رَضىَِ اللہُ عَنْهُمَا stated: "Repeating my knowledge 

for a while at night is more beloved to me than spending the entire night awake in 

worship." Similarly, it is also narrated from Hazrat Abu Hurairah  ُرَضىَِ اللہُ عَنْہ and 

Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal  2.رَحْمَةُ  الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه  

14. Knowledge is Masculine 

Hazrat Sayyiduna Imam Zuhri  رَحْمَةُ   الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه states: "Knowledge is masculine, and 

only real men among people love it."3  

15. Reward of 70 Truthful Ones (Siddiqeen) 

Saying of the holy Prophet وَسَلَّم  وَاٰلهِّٖ  عَلَيْهِ  اللہُ  َّى   Whoever learns a chapter of" :صَل

knowledge so that he may teach it to people, he will be granted the reward of 70 

truthful ones (Siddiqeen)."4  

16. The World is Cursed 

Saying of the holy Prophet وَسَلَّم  وَاٰلهِّٖ  عَلَيْهِ  َّى اللہُ   The world and whatever is in it is" :صَل

cursed, except for the remembrance of Allah, that which brings closeness to Allah, 

and the seeker of knowledge and the teacher of knowledge."5  

 Hazrat Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan Naeemi  مَةُ   الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه  writes while explaining this رَحْ

blessed Hadith: "The thing that makes one heedless of Allah and His Messenger    

 
1 Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 50 
2 Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 52 
3 Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 54 
4 At-Targheeb wat-Tarheeb, vol. 1, p. 68, Hadith: 119. Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 60 
5 Sunan Ibn Majah, vol. 4, p. 428, Hadith: 4112. Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 61 
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َّى اللہُ عَلَيْهِ وَاٰلهِّٖ وَسَلَّم  is the world, or whatever causes the displeasure of Allah and His صَل

Messenger َّى اللہُ عَلَيْهِ وَاٰلهِّٖ وَسَلَّم  ,is the world. Acquiring the provisions for family, food صَل

clothing, a house, etc. (while avoiding disobedience to Shariah) is the Sunnah of the 

noble Prophets   ـلََم لوٰۃُ وَالـسَّ   this is not the world."1 ;عَـلَـيْـهمُِ الـصَّ

Saying of the holy Prophet وَسَلَّم وَاٰلهِّٖ  عَلَيْهِ  َّى اللہُ   A Muslim can offer his brother no" :صَل

greater benefit than conveying to him a good word he has received."2  

17. Knowledge is Superior to Act 

The Noble Messenger وَسَلَّم وَاٰلهِّٖ  َّى اللہُ عَلَيْهِ   said: "Indeed, you are in an era in which صَل

scholars are many, and reciters and orators are few. Givers are many and beggars 

are few. Soon, a time will come upon people in which scholars will be few and 

orators will be many. Givers will be few and beggars w ill be many. In that time, 

knowledge will be superior to action."3  

18. Knowledge Has a Price 

Hazrat 'Ikrimah  رَحْمَةُ   الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه stated: "Indeed, this knowledge has a price." It was 

asked, "What is its price?" He replied: "That you convey it to the one who remembers 

it well and does not waste it." 4  

19. What is Not Obligatory Upon Whom? 

It is not obligatory ( Fard) upon a mute person to learn the knowledge of unlawful 

(Haram) speech, and it is not obligatory on a blind person to learn which things 

are unlawful to look at. It is not obligatory on a person living in the forest to learn 

which gatherings are unlawful to sit in.5  

 
1 Miraat-ul-Manajeeh, vol. 7, p. 17 
2 Jami' Bayan-ul-'Ilm wa Fadlih, p. 62, Hadith: 185. Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 62 
3 Mu'jam Kabir, vol. 3, p. 197, Hadith: 3111. Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 48 
4 Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 64 
5 Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 74 
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20. Causes of Destruction 

The Holy Prophet َّى اللہُ عَلَيْهِ وَاٰلهِّٖ وَسَلَّم   said: "Three things cause destruction: (1) severe صَل

stinginess that is obeyed, (2) desires that are followed, and (3) a person falling into 

self-conceit."1  

21. Ilm-e-Mukashafah (The Knowledge of Revelation) 

Ilm -e-Mukashafah is the knowledge of the truthful ones (Siddiqeen) and the close 

bondsmen of Allah. This is a light that is born in the heart when the heart is cleansed 

of all evil traits. Then, through it, many such realities begin to manifest upon a 

person about which he previously only used to hear.2  

22. The Ranks of Piety 

As far as lawful ( Halal) and unlawful ( Haram) are concerned, adopting piety by 

avoiding the unlawful is part of religion, but there are 4 degrees of this Wara' and piety: 

1. Avoiding open unlawful acts:  This is the piety that is a condition for 

justice and testimony. By abandoning it, a person falls outside the eligibility 

of Qaza (judgeship), testimony, and Wilayah. (Meaning, this is such a 

fundamental piety that is necessary from a Shariah perspective. The person 

who does not avoid open unlawful acts does not remain a reliable witness, 

judge, or eligible for a religious position.) 

2. Piety of the righteous (Saliheen): This refers to avoiding doubtful things, 

regarding which the Holy Prophet وَسَلَّم  وَاٰلهِّٖ  عَلَيْهِ  اللہُ  َّى   stated: "Leave that  صَل

which puts you in doubt for that which does not put you in doubt."3. Another 

narration is: "Sin pricks the hearts."4  

 
1 Musnad Bazzaar, vol. 8, p. 295, Hadith: 3366. Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 76 
2 Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 87, Simplified 
3 Tirmizi, vol. 4, p. 232, Hadith: 2526 
4 Mu'jam Kabir, vol. 9, p. 149, Hadith: 8748 
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3. Piety of the Allah -fearing: This refers to abandoning such lawful things 

about which there is a fear that they might lead to the unlawful. Just as the 

Holy Prophet َّى اللہُ عَلَيْهِ وَاٰلهِّٖ وَسَلَّم   stated: "A person cannot be counted among صَل

the Allah-fearing until he leaves that thing in which there is no harm, out of 

the fear that he might fall into that thing in which there is harm. 1". For 

example: avoiding conversation about people out of the fear that it might 

lead to backbiting, and avoiding eating and drinking excessively according 

to one's desire so that arrogance or heedlessness is not produced and he 

does not fall into forbidden things. 

4. Piety of the truthful ones ( Siddiqeen): This refers to detaching oneself 

from everything besides Allah Almighty, out of the fear that any moment 

of life might pass that stops one from being close to Allah Almighty, even 

if he knows it will not lead him towards Haram.2  

23. The Exalted Status of Farooq-e-Azam  ُرَضىَِ الـلّٰـهُ عَـنْه 

When Hazrat Umar Farooq  ُرَضِىَ الـلّٰـهُ عَـنْه passed away, Hazrat Ibn Mas'ud  ُرَضِىَ الـلّٰـهُ عَـنْه 

stated: "Out of ten parts of knowledge, nine have departed." He was asked, "You say 

this despite the fact that high-ranked companions are present?" He replied, "I am 

not speaking about the knowledge of Fatawa and commands; I’m talking about  

Ma'rifat-e-Ilahi ."3  

24. Human Beings, Kings, and Base People 

Hazrat Abdullah bin Mubarak  رَحْمَةُ  الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه was asked, "Who are human beings?" He 

replied: "The noble scholars (Ulama-e-Kiram )." It was asked, "Who are the kings?" 

He replied: "The pious/Allah -fearing people." Then it was asked: "Who are the 

inferior people?" He replied: "Those who acquire the world in exchange for religion."4  

 
1 Ibn Majah, vol. 4, p. 475, Hadith: 4215 
2 Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 84 
3 Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 97 
4 Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 50 
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25. The Limit of Recognition of Allah Almighty 

The limit of recognizing Allah Almighty is that one confesses his inability to truly 

recognize Him. 1  

26. The Means of Purity and Cleansing of the Heart 

The means of purity and cleanliness of the mirror of the heart is that the servant 

refrains from carnal desires and follows the Noble Prophets  ـلََم لوٰۃُ وَالـسَّ  To the .عَـلَـيْـهمُِ الـصَّ

extent that the heart is cleansed and the share of truth enters it, realities will shine 

forth in it, and this is not possible without practice (Mujahadat). Learning and 

teaching religious knowledge are also a means of this (cleansing of the heart).2  

27. The Harm of Listening to Vain Speech 

Hazrat Ahmad bin Yahya  مَةُ   الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه       narrates: “One day Hazrat Imam Shafi'i رَحْ

 passed by the market of lanterns, so we followed him. Suddenly, we saw رَحْمَةُ   الـلّٰـهِ  عَـلَيْه 

a person speaking absurd language to a scholar. He  رَحْمَةُ   الـلّٰـهِ  عَـلَيْه turned his attention 

towards us and stated: "Just as you protect your tongues from speaking evil things, 

similarly protect your ears from hearing evil things, because the listener is a partner 

to the speaker. When a fool sees the worst thing in his vessel, he wants to pour it into 

your vessels. If his speech is rejected, the one who rejects it is fortunate, just as the one 

who speaks that speech is ill-fated."3  

28. The Manner of Sitting in the Presence of the Pious 

Imam Shafi'i  رَحْمَةُ   الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه used to sit in front of Hazrat Shaiban Ra'i  رَحْمَةُ   الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه the 

way a student sits in a Maktab (Madrasah), and would ask, "What is the ruling on 

such and such matter?" Someone said to him, "Sir, a great person like you asks this 

 
1 Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 88 
2 Ithaf-us-Sadat-il-Muttaqin, vol. 1, p. 289; Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 89 
3 Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 102 
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Bedouin (village dweller)?" He replied: "Indeed, he has been enabled in that matter 

which we are heedless of."1  

29. When Does the Heart Die? 

Hazrat Fatah Mawsili  رَحْمَةُ   الـلّٰـهِ  عَـلَيْه stated: "If a patient is kept away from food, drink, 

and medicine, will he not die?" The people said, "Why not!" He stated: "The case of 

the heart is also similar; if knowledge and wisdom are kept away from it for three 

days, it dies."2  

30. People Are Asleep 

Imam Ghazali  رَحْمَةُ  الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه stated: "We seek refuge in Allah Almighty from the Day 

the veils are lifted. Indeed, people are asleep; when they die, their eyes will open."3  

31. The State of Caution in Rulings 

48 rulings were asked of Hazrat Imam Malik  رَحْمَةُ   الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه, out of which he stated 

regarding 32: "I do not know."4  

32. Knowledge and Action 
Every knowledge is an action because knowledge is an act that is acquired, but not 

every action is knowledge.5 (Every knowledge is in one respect an action because 

knowledge is not attained by a person automatically; rather, one has to make an 

effort to acquire it, such as reading, listening, understanding, memorizing, and 

contemplating. Therefore, acquiring knowl edge is also an action. However, not 

every action is knowledge because there are many things a person does without 

understanding them correctly. For example: a student reads a book and learns the 

rulings of Salah. This is "knowledge" and acquiring it is also "action". But if a person 

simply repeats the movements of Salah by watching others and does not know what 

 
1 Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 92, with slight variation 
2 Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 51 
3 Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 52 
4 Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 112 
5 Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 98 
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is obligatory (Fard) and what is necessary (Wajib), then it is an action but not 

complete knowledge.) 

33. The Silence of Imam-e-Azam and Contemplation for the Hereafter 

Hazrat Imam Abu Hanifa  رَحْمَةُ   الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه used to remain silent most of the time, was 

always busy contemplating the Hereafter, and spoke less to people. These are clear 

proofs of his knowledge of the inner-self and his engagement in important matters 

of religion, because whoever is granted silence and Zuhd  (asceticism), indeed he 

has been granted all knowledge.1  

34. Trust in Allah (Tawakkul) of Siddiq-e-Akbar  ُرَضىَِ الـلّٰـهُ عَـنْه 

During the illness of the first Caliph of the Muslims, Hazrat Abu Bakr Siddiq   ُرَضىَِ الـلّٰـهُ عَـنْه, 

it was asked, "Shall we bring a physician for you?" He replied: "The Physician Himself 

is the One Who has made me ill." Furthermore, it is also narrated that when he fell ill 

and was asked what the physician said about his illness, he replied: "The Physician has 

said, 'I do whatever I will.'"2 (Hazrat Abu Bakr  ُعَـنْه الـلّٰـهُ   meant Allah Almighty by رَضِىَ 

"Physician", and through this statement, he seemingly indicated expressing contentment 

with the command and decree of Allah Almighty.) 

35. Supplication for 40 Years 

Hazrat Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal  رَحْمَةُ   الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه stated: "For 40 years, in whichever Salah 

I performed, I have definitely supplicated for Hazrat Imam Shafi'i  3".رَحْمَةُ  الـلّٰـهِ   عَـلَيْه  

36. What is Zuhd (Asceticism)? 
Not possessing wealth is not called Zuhd  (asceticism); rather, asceticism is that 

there is no inclination or desire for wealth in the heart.4  

 
1 Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 118 
2 Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 131 
3 Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 109 
4 Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 114 

www.dawateislami.net



38 Madani Pearls from Ihya-ul-Uloom 

16 

37. Humility and Piety 

The great predecessor of the Qadriyyah Razawiyyah Attariyah spiritual order, 

Hazrat Junaid Baghdadi  رَحْمَةُ   الـلّٰـهِ  عَـلَيْه, would deliver Bayan in front of a little over ten 

people; if the number exceeded that, he would not deliver Bayan. Never did twenty 

people gather completely in his gathering.1  

38. Reforming Oneself Before Reforming Others 
Do not get busy reforming others before reforming yourself. The most important 

thing is the knowledge of the characteristics of the heart, which everyone has 

abandoned. Evil traits exist in every human being. The example of the one who 

ignores his own reformation and worries about reforming others is like someone 

having snakes and scorpions in his clothes, and instead of paying attention to that, 

he looks for a fan to shoo away a fly from others.2  

وْا عَلىَ الْحَبيِْب  َّى اللہُ عَلىٰ مُحَمَّد                     صَلُّ  صَل

 
1 Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 139 
2 Ihya-ul-Uloom, vol. 1, p. 149, Multaqatan wa Mulkhasan 
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