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Halloween/ All Hallows' Eve Although far from a national
holiday, Halloween is one of the most pervasively and
extravagantly celebrated annual holidays in the United States.

The origins of Halloween are probably in the Celtic Day of
the Dead or festival of Sam-Hain, an occasion that marks
summer's end and the arrival of a new pagan year. Folk belief
suggested that all who had died in the previous year entered the
next world at this time. Their spirits could be sensed more keenly

because of the special importance of this occasion. By tradition,
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this is a time when mortals are most capable of glimpsing the
spirit world. At this time, the pagan gods are believed to respond
by playing tricks and making mischief. Humans, in turn, try to
hide or shield themselves from such influences. Therefore,
Halloween is integrally related to the prospect of contact with
spiritual forces, many of which threaten or frighten. Mortals
responded to this fear by such means as concealing themselves,
attempting to appease such spirits, or trying to deflect harm
through such practices as lighting bonfires.
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Halloween started from the ancient Celtic festival Sam-

Hain, which was celebrated about 2,000 years ago in what is now
Ireland and the UK. During Sam-Hain, people believed that on
October 31st, the boundary between the living and the dead
would disappear, and spirits would roam the earth. To drive away
these spirits, they would light fires and wear costumes. As
Christianity spread, it influenced the festival, and Pope Gregory
111 established All Saints’ Day (also known as All Hallows” Day)
on November 1st in the 8th century, which led to the term All
Hallows Eve, later shortened to Halloween. Over time, new
traditions were added to Halloween, such as children wearing

scary masks and going door-to—door for candy, and carving scary

(Encyclopedia of American Folklore, page 187, Facts on Files)-...1
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faces into pumpkins, which became especially popular in
America. These traditions have roots in both Celtic rituals and
Christian beliefs, and today, they have become a part of Western
culture, making up modern Halloween.
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The American Halloween became a Cultural celebration

(Reference, “The Halloween Encyclopedia” by Lisa Morton) -...1
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rather than a religious one.
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:‘L.)ﬁ}"/?u.‘//"l/%uﬂy ugl d/ éusf ¥ Uf 4

Today, Halloween is not generally associated with any

particular religion or tradition and is commonly viewed as a
secular community holiday, primarily focused on the young, and a
boon for businesses offering candy and decorations as well as the
entertainment industry which releases films, TV specials.
u:’.,@:.;f“uug.,y:u‘uuf4/k(uq,)yuﬁ'¢t)£@7:‘3%
U 2T b G e bW L b LSS LI b et i
LW&)JOJVJV L/@)/KLUL/&&)?’A!dfi‘gful‘gj:(//?
<2>-‘¢[5/ Z}iz/‘:/?d’r‘; 6,3: ~ ',z“é;'y;,g;
{’Cgcuﬁ}d)l)l'cfé./{&:{uﬁ;lcw‘}néufu,y;lw’u JA«(
T f/x/“%g;g,f a8 O b b sl A
(3)“..4“_uﬁ f/}ﬁdVl,nL‘KU}/K,f

(Reference, Halloween , Page 33 , publisher Llewellyn Publications , USA)-...1
https:/ /www.worldhistory.org/ article/ 1456/ history-of-)-...2
halloween/ #:~text=Halloween#20is*20among*20the,and*20the#*20dead.#20The
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