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Translation: | have made the intention of Sunnah I'tikaf.

Whenever you enter a Masjid, upon remembering, make the intention of Nafl
I'tikaf because as long as you stay in the Masjid you will keep obtaining the
reward of Nafl (supererogatory) I'tikaf, and eating, drinking and sleeping will
also become permissible for you in the Masjid.

Excellence of reciting Salat-‘Alan-Nabi &

The Greatest Prophet -lu4ls«k Jsa 1= has said: When the day of Thursday
approaches, Allah Js:3= sends His angels, who have papers made of silver and
pens made of gold. They write the names of those who recite Salat in
abundance on Thursday and during Friday night [which begins after sunset on
Thursday]). (Al-Firdaus bima Soor-il-Khitab, vol. 1, pp. 184, Hadees 688)

0% U9 0 2 U9S USS (08 U S S UssS

9933 03585 Ay @3 148 3 03 o 0 @3

22 dusan Lo oA Bls

1
www.dawateislami.net



Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat’s Yearning for Islamic Knowledge Translated into English by Majlis-e-Tarajim (Dawat-e-Islami)

Dear Islamic brothers! Before listening to the Bayan, let’s make good
intentions for attaining rewards. The Beloved Prophet .l sk Jis et 1= has

said, ‘alac s s Qe}iz‘ iw' The intention of a believer is better than his action.

7=

(Al-Mu’jam-ul-Kabeer, vol. 6, pp. 185, Hadees 5942)

Two Madani pearls

=  Without a good intention, no reward is granted for a good deed.

= The more righteous intentions one makes the greater reward he will attain.

Intentions of listening to the Bayan

1. Lowering my eyes, | will listen to the Bayan attentively.

2. Instead of resting against a wall etc., | will sit as | sit in Tashahhud as
long as possible with the intention of showing respect for religious
knowledge.

3. | will make room for others by folding my hands and limbs and by
moving slightly.

4. If someone pushes me, | will remain patient and calm and avoid staring,
snapping, and arguing with them.

5. Whenlhear 23| W, o 1,585,y 153, etc., D will reply loudly with

the intention of gaining reward and encouraging others to also recite.

6. After the Bayan, | will approach other people by making Salaam, shaking
hands, and for making individual efforts upon them.
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Dear Islamic brothers! Jssi<la22), the sacred month of Shawwal-ul-Mukarram
is showering its blessings upon us. It is the sacred month in which A’la Hadrat,
leader of the Ahl-e-Sunnah, Maulana Shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan =« J&aé#e
was born. With reference to this, today we will talk about A’la Hadrat «tds.biée s
in good words. We will have the privilege to listen to his brief introduction
and the incidents of yearning for Islamic knowledge.

Introduction to A’la Hadrat

A’la Hadrat, leader of the Ahl-e-Sunnah, Maulana Shah Imam Ahmad Raza
Khan «& J& 2 42 was born on Saturday, 10" Shawwal, 1272 AH (14" June
1856) at the time of Zuhr Salah in Jasoli, one of the areas of blessed Bareilly,
India. (Hayat-e-A’la Hadrat, vol. 1, pp. 58)

A’la Hadrat <« w0477 belonged to a Pathan family, Hanafi school of thought,
Qaadiri from Tareeqat and Barelvi due to the place where he «k Ji 4l &7
was born. His father’s name is Maulana Naqgi ‘Ali Khan «& J& 4 &%¢ and
grandfather’s name is Maulana Raza ‘Ali Khan «kJbézs,

(Faazil Barelvi ‘Ulama Hijaz ki Nazar Mayn, pp. 67)

His birth name is ‘Muhammad’. His respectable mother used to call him
‘Amman Miyan’. His father and other relatives named him ‘Ahmad Miyan’
and his grandfather named him ‘Ahmad Raza’. His historical name is
‘Al-Mukhtar’. A’la Hadrat & J& b & himself used to write ‘Abdul Mustafa’
before his name. (Tajalliyat Imam Ahmad Raza, pp. 21)
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Now no need to take a book!

The Khalifah (caliph) of A’la Hadrat, ‘Allamah Maulana Mufti Zafaruddeen
Bihari «& J& 41 &#7 has mentioned: A’la Hadrat «k Js412%¢ was staying in the
house of Wasee Ahmad (Muhaddis) Soorti <& Jis5.414%; as a guest in Pilibhit
(India). One day, during a conversation a book of Figh was mentioned which
was kept in the library of Muhaddis Soorti. Having heard the name of the
book, A’la Hadrat <« J&.01 &% said: | have not seen (this book). Lend me this
book when | go (back to Bareilly). Muhaddis Soorti «k J& 4 &2 happily
accepted it and brought the book and presented it to A’la Hadrat, saying this:
Please return it to me when you have studied it because you have many
books, but | have these few books through which | give Fatawa. A’la Hadrat
w4147 accepted it.

On the same day he «k J& 4 2%: had to leave for Bareilly, but due to the
invitation of a devoted disciple he «kJs.i12#: had to stay one more day. A’la
Hadrat «t Je.bl &% studied the book during the night. The next day when it
was time to leave for Bareilly, he «kJ&b12%#2 returned the book to Muhaddis
Soorti and said: | intended to take it to Bareilly and if | had left yesterday, |
would have taken it, but since | did not leave yesterday, | read the whole
book during the night and in the morning. Now | do not need to take it. Being
extremely surprised Muhaddis Soorti <412 said: Was it sufficient to read
it only once? A’la Hadrat - J& .4l &% replied: By the grace and mercy of
Allah Jss3= | hope | will write in the Fatawa, the sentence which | need for 2 to
3 months and the topic has been saved for the rest of my life, JessealisUzey,

(Hayat-e-A’la Hadrat, vol. 1, pp. 213)

Ameer-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat <2l 2256 552415 has stated:
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Dear Islamic brothers! Did you notice! A’la Hadrat «& J.a &7 had so much
passion and yearning for acquiring Islamic knowledge that a book which
normally takes a long time if it is studied with understanding, but may
| become sacrificed for the yearning of A’la Hadrat’s Islamic knowledge, he
«ke J5412%0 read not only the whole book in one night from beginning to end,
but he «kJs412%: also memorized it in a way that he himself stated: | hope,
by the grace and mercy of Allah Jsz3= that in two to three months (from this
book) the sentence | will need | can write in (my own) Fatawa and the topic
has been memorized for my whole life, JasieallsC ). From this statement of
A’la Hadrat <4477, it has become clear that he «k 4127 was well aware
of the importance of time and the honour and respect of Islamic knowledge.

Amazing passion for acquiring Islamic knowledge

He & Jw 41 &% devoted his entire life to acquiring and propagating Islamic
knowledge. He <& J& 4 &% did not spend a single moment uselessly. He
«ke U5 4 &% had started this blessed journey of acquiring Islamic knowledge
since his childhood, because he =& J& 4 &7 was from a pure religious and
scholarly family. His respectable father and grandfather were also practicing
(Islamic) scholars. The state of A’la Hadrat’s yearning for Islamic knowledge in
his childhood was that he «kJds544% would go himself to study without being
asked by anyone. He «k Js.414%: wanted to go on Friday as well, but he did
not because his honourable father forbade him. He «k Js 41 &% understood
that Friday is a very important day of the week, therefore, one should not
study on a Friday, the remaining six days are for study.

(Hayat-e-A’la Hadrat, vol. 1, pp. 69)

Hence, we should also develop the yearning for acquiring Islamic knowledge
and should acquire Islamic knowledge with enthusiasm. We should not be
deprived of Islamic knowledge at all due to our laziness without any reason.
Let’s listen to 3 blessed sayings of Beloved Mustafa -ixs s <k Ji a1 1= for
attaining the yearning of acquiring Islamic knowledge.

www.dawateislami.net
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1 z=x 2> 4 Sl 3B 56 (J-J\ Ik 7> (»: Whoever leaves his home for

acquiring knowledge, he is in the path of Allah Js:3= until he returns.
(Sunan-ut-Tirmizi, vol. 4, pp. 294, Hadees 2656)

2.  One who goes to a Masjid to learn or teach a virtuous act, he receives the

reward equal to the reward of a person who performs Hajj completely.
(Attargheeb Wattarheeb, vol. 1, pp. 75, Hadees 146)

3. One who meets death whilst seeking knowledge for the revival of Islam,
there will be the difference of only one rank between him and the
Prophets 3Leis8.L8) 24212 in Paradise. (Sunan Daarimi, vol. 1, pp. 112, Hadees 354)
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Dear Islamic brothers! Did you listen! Allah Jss3= has great blessings upon
those who leave their homes for acquiring Islamic knowledge. These fortunate
people will be considered to be in the path of Allah Jss3= unless they return.
Sawab (reward) equal to those who perform Hajj is recorded in their books of
deeds. If the (Islamic) student dies in the same state, he is blessed with high
ranks in Paradise. Therefore, we should also gain Islamic knowledge for
attaining these virtues of acquiring knowledge.

In addition to listening the speeches of Ameer-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat )&l 23355 552455,
Nigran-e-Shura and other preachers, or the lessons we have learnt from our
teachers or Madani pearls which have been extracted from a book, we
should also study the books and booklets of Maktaba-tul-Madinah repeatedly
with due concentration in order to acquire Islamic knowledge effectively.
JesiealisCz ), by virtue of its blessing you will receive a treasure of information
and develop the yearning for knowledge.
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Impressive manner of learning and reading out a lesson

A’la Hadrat <k &4 &#: never took a lesson more than one-fourth from his
teacher, but he < Js.014%7 was so intelligent and fond of studying that after
studying a quarter of the book from his teacher, he «tJ&.412#: would study
the rest of the book himself and would read it out after memorizing it.

(Hayat-e-A’la Hadrat, vol. 1, pp. 70)

Talking about his yearning for Islamic knowledge and strength of memory,
A’la Hadrat «k J& .l & has himself stated: When my teacher, by whom |
would learn from the beginning of the book, would teach me a lesson, |
would close the book after seeing it once or twice. When he asked me to tell
him the lesson, | would tell him word for word. Having observed this situation
every day he would be amazed. One day he asked me, ‘Ahmad Miyan! Are
you a human or a jinn? | take some time to teach, but you do not take time to
memorize it!” A’la Hadrat «d= J& 1 2% replied, ‘All praise be to Allah Jssiz, |
am a human, however, | have been blessed with the favour and grace of
Allah Jss3¢.” (Hayat-e-A’la Hadrat, vol. 1, pp. 68)

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you listen! A’la Hadrat <= J&.414% had such a great
yearning for acquiring Islamic knowledge that he =iz J&.4) &> would see his
lesson once or twice and would be able to learn his lesson after his teacher
had taught him the lesson. His teacher would be surprised to see his passion
for knowledge and strength of memory as to how this child learnt his lesson
by heart in a very short period of time. On the other hand, our memory is
such that we do not remember very easy and little things after reading and
listening to them again and again. For example, if we succeed in memorizing
something, we immediately forget it. If we want to strengthen our memory,
then, first of all, we have to get rid of those things which weaken the memory
such as to see one’s own or someone’s Satr without any Shar’i permission, to
avoid eating fat, sour and phlegm-producing things and especially to avoid
committing sins day and night as these and our sinful lives are major reasons
for a weak memory.

www.dawateislami.net
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Therefore, in order to strengthen the memory, to receive protection from the
punishments of Allah Jss3= and to enjoy the eternal blessings of Paradise, we
must abandon sins and get into the habit of constantly repenting. JesealisTagy),
Allah’s mercy must be upon us.

Hujjat-ul-Islam, Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazali <t J& 41 &% has said:
If you repent immediately, then it is hoped that very soon the disease of
committing sins will be terminated from your heart and you will get rid of the
burden of the evil influence of sins. Do not be afraid at all of the hardness of
the heart that develops due to sins, but always keep your eyes towards your
heart as some pious people have said: ‘Indeed, the heart gets dark due to
committing sins and the sign of darkness of the heart is that one does not
feel worried about sins. He does not get an opportunity to worship; advice
does not benefit him (i.e. his heart remains unaffected even after listening to
advices).” O dear! Do not consider any sin to be minor and despite indulged in
constant major sins, do not consider yourself as having repented.

(Minhaj-ul-‘Aabideen, pp. 69)
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Dear Islamic brothers! Let’s listen to some tips of making the memory strong:

=  Abandoning sins is the best way to make the memory strong.
=  Avoiding Haraam sustenance is also a cause of making the memory strong.
=  Whatever Islamic knowledge we acquire, we should practise upon it.

*  Make Du’a to Allah Jss3= for making your memory strong: ‘O my Lord!
Your humble bondman is present before You. O Allah Jss3! | want to
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acquire the knowledge of Your Deen (Islam), but my memory does not help
me. O our Lord Who has the power over everything! Make my memory
strong by Your perfect power and grant salvation upon me from the
disease of forgetfulness.’

ol o sle Jus i I wﬁi %

= Always try to be in the state of Wudu. One of the advantages of being in
the state of Wudu is that we will be able to attain the wealth of self-
confidence and get rid of inferiority complex along with acting upon the
Sunnah.

= Sleep also plays its role in making the memory strong, therefore, fix the
timings of sleeping and waking up and during the time of sleep avoid
everything except sleep. Never use medicines that keep you awake. Keep
in mind that there should not be any kind of noise at the place where you
sleep, nor should there be any kind of bright or strong light so that you
may attain full benefit from the sleep.

* If you are thankful for the blessing of a strong memory, Allah Jss3= will
grant Barakah (blessing) in it, thus, a person’s weak memory will become
strong and the person who already has a good memory, his good memory
will become even more stronger.

Furthermore, study the book ‘Haafizah Kaysay Mazboot Ho?' [i.e. How to
Strengthen the Memory?], published by Maktaba-tul-Madinah, this book will
assist us on ways to strengthen the memory. This book contains amazing
parables of pious saints and home-made, medical and spiritual treatments to
make the memory strong. You can buy this book from any branch of
Maktaba-tul-Madinah. Furthermore, Dawat-e-Islami also offers the facility
of reading it online or downloading it for free from its website,
www.dawateislami.net.

22 e desa o A e nls



Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat’s Yearning for Islamic Knowledge Translated into English by Majlis-e-Tarajim (Dawat-e-Islami)

A’la Hadrat’s expertise in mathematics

Dear Islamic brothers! A’la Hadrat’s intellect and understanding and utmost
desire for Islamic knowledge was such that he «tl:442%- made his contribution
to approximately fifty branches of knowledge and wrote very valuable books.
He <« Ja12%2 had a good command in every science. He <« &2 had such
excellence in ‘llm-e-Tawqgeet (science of calculating the time) that he would
set his clock merely by looking at the sun during the daytime and with the
help of the stars during the night. The time he «&k J& 4 &% would set
was always accurate and never differed by even a single minute. (Similarly),

A’la Hadrat <6212 was second to none in the mathematics.

(Tazkirah Imam Ahmad Raza, pp. 6)

He «kJs412%7 has said: No teacher taught me mathematics. | learnt 4 rules —
addition, subtraction, multiplication and division because we need them in
the rulings of inheritance. | had just begun the commentary of ‘Chaghmeeni’
(a book on mathematics) when my respectable father said, ‘Why are you
spending your time in this. You will acquire these branches of knowledge
yourself by the Beloved Prophet -Lusalsade sz 1. (Faizan A'la Hadrat, pp. 550)

An interesting incidence of his expertise in mathematics is being narrated.
The vice chancellor of ‘Ali Garh University, who possessed foreign degrees
and awards in mathematics, visited A’la Hadrat -k J& 4 2% to seek the
solution to a complex mathematical equation. A’la Hadrat =& Jis.0 &% asked
him to express his problem. He replied, ‘This is not something that | can state
so easily.” A’la Hadrat said, ‘Say something.’ The vice chancellor explained the
problem and A’la Hadrat immediately produced a brilliant answer, thus
solving the equation.

Being extremely surprised, the vice chancellor said, ‘1 was planning to visit
Germany to find its solution. By chance, our professor of Islamic studies,
Maulana Sayyid Sulayman Ashraf Sahib guided me to you. It seems as if you
were looking into a book for the solution to the same problem.’

He went back delighted and satisfied. He became so impressed by the grand
personality of A’la Hadrat «& J& 41 &%z that he grew a beard and became
regular in offering Salah and observing fasts. (Faizan A’la Hadrat, pp. 550)
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May Allah Jss3= have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for
his sake!
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Dear Islamic brothers! Did you listen! A’la Hadrat «k .1 4%¢ only learned 4
rules of mathematics from his father, but with the help of these 4 rules and
by his yearning for knowledge, A’la Hadrat «k Jsa 2% attained such perfect
expertise in the science of mathematics, that even a renowned mathematician,
who had obtained higher degrees, was very much impressed with him that he
started praising him and became habitual of observing Salah and fasts and
grew a beard.

Remember! Allah Jss3= has granted ability and competence upon everyone,
but some people waste these abilities in useless things, wrong experiments;
sports and entertainments, some want to become famous by pulling off stunts
like one wheeling etc.; some desire to impress people by displaying tricks and
illusions; others set records by jumping from an extremely great height. In
short, everyone is found destroying their worldly life and their Hereafter by
busying themselves in these useless activities in order to reach the height of
fame. While performing these activities some lose their lives as well.

The Beloved Prophet -luasak i@t = has said: One of the Islamic qualities of
a person is that he should give up that activity which does not benefit him.

(Sunan-ut-Tirmizi, vol. 4 pp. 142, Hadees 2324)

Our pious saints J5al 222 always refrained from useless activities. For the
preaching and propagation of Islamic knowledge they used their competence
in a proper manner and became commentators, Muhaddiseen, jurists,
specialists (physicians). In short, everyone by virtue of their abilities and
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scholarly efforts is still dominating the hearts of millions. We should also live
our lives by following in their steps instead of wasting our abilities and
competence in useless activities.

Demand of the Arab (Islamic) scholars

Dear Islamic brothers! The personality of A’la Hadrat, leader of the Ahl-e-
Sunnah «k 41477 is a shining role model for us. He <k J&a4% provided the
Muslim Ummah with Islamic knowledge even in a state of extreme pains, due
to his great love for Islamic knowledge and for the passion of its propagation.

It has been stated that when he =t J&.ii 2% went to sacred Arabia for the
second time for Hajj and reached Jeddah (via ship), he «k J& .l &7 suffered
from a fever. He <kl &% spent 3 days in Jeddah with this high fever. He
«kJEa047 recovered to some extent in the days of Hajj, but after performing
Hajj he «kJt.b14#7 again suffered from a fever. (Malfoozat, pp. 183)

In such circumstances, the foremost Islamic scholar of Makkah Mukarramah,
the former Qadi (Judge) of Makkah, Maulana Saalih Kamal «k Ji5 41 4% asked
A’la Hadrat some questions about the ‘Iim-ul-Ghayb [unseen knowledge] of
Beloved Mustafa -l <s i e I= and said that he wanted the answers to
these questions. Despite being ill, being a traveller and very tired due to
travelling for Hajj and performing the different Hajj rites as well as many other
activities, A’la Hadrat <& U 4 &% said: Bring an inkpot and pen! Maulana
Kamal and other great Islamic scholars of Makkah said: We do not want such
a short answer, the answer should be comprehensive so that the denier of
the unseen knowledge can be defeated. It was decided that the book was to
be completed within two days (Tuesday and Wednesday) and then handed
over to the Islamic scholars of Makkah on Thursday.

and the help of the Prophet of Rahmah iz <is«i Js:b I= | promised to fulfil
this responsibility. The very next day the fever returned. He «tJs.402%c started

writing the booklet whilst having fever, and Haamid Raza Khan & J& 4l 2%
wrote it in a neat and clean handwriting. (Malfoozat, pp. 190)

12
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In the meantime, besides other engagements, many renowned Islamic scholars
also came to meet him. He «& Js.40 4% had scholarly discussions with them.
Despite taking breaks for Salahs, engagements related to physical needs and
other activities, he «& J& . 4&#: completed the book within those two days.
The book was delivered to Maulana Shaykh Saalih Kamal =« J& i &% on
Thursday morning. It then became famous throughout the city of Makkah

Mukarramah. (Malfoozat, pp. 192)
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Explanation of couplet: Just notice A’la Hadrat’s extremely vast knowledge
that the services of A’la Hadrat’s writing for the propagation of Islam are still
in existence. These books of A’la Hadrat «tJs5.412%7 are a very huge wealth for
the Ahl-e-Sunnah. Fatawa Razawiyyah is a very small glimpse of it. Its blessing
still continues all over the world.

RENNEFINA o nls

Devotion to Islamic knowledge

Dear Islamic brothers! Have you noticed! Despite many activities and in the
state of being sick as well as an unavailability of books, A’la Hadrat «e J&s.biise
wrote a rare book in eloquent Arabic within 2 days only. This great achievement
not only proves A’la Hadrat’s vast knowledge, but it also shows his yearning
for Islamic knowledge. Surely, such a great piece of scholarly work in a very
short period of time is only possible when a person’s love and yearning for

Islamic knowledge has reached his devotion.

Remember, the yearning for acquiring Islamic knowledge can only be developed
when we understand the importance of Islamic scholars, sit in their company,
consider those people good who acquire and impart Islamic knowledge. But
alas! Due to being far from Islamic knowledge, the majority of us are wasting

13
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our time in useless activities. We do not learn the necessary rulings which are
mandatory for us to learn, let alone acquiring Islamic knowledge and then
imparting it to others.

What are the branches of Fard (compulsory) knowledge?

It is stated in a blessed Hadees:

USRS 33 EAJPUA AL

Translation: Seeking knowledge is an obligation (Fard) upon every Muslim
(male and female).

(Sunan Ibn Majah, vol. 1, pp. 146, Hadees 224)

Ameer-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat <& 233555 czs has stated: Regarding this Hadees,
whatever A’la Hadrat <t Js.014%7 said | will try to state its summary in simple
words: First and foremost obligatory (Fard) act is to acquire the knowledge of
the basic faiths which makes a person a Sunni having correct beliefs. Denying
such beliefs, makes a person an unbeliever or one who has gone astray.
Thereafter, he should learn the rulings of Salah (i.e. its Faraaid, pre-conditions
and requirements, and the acts that invalidate it) so that he could offer Salah

correctly.

Furthermore, when the sacred month of Ramadan arrives, it is obligatory (for
Muslims) to know the basic rulings on Fasting. Likewise, whoever is obligated
(under Islamic law) to pay Zakah, is required to learn the rulings on Zakah as
well. When Hajj becomes obligatory for someone, he has to learn the rulings
on Hajj; for someone who wants to get married, they must learn the
necessary rulings on marriage (Nikah). For a trader it is obligatory to learn the
rulings on sale and purchase. For a farmer it is obligatory to learn the rulings
on cultivation. For an employee and employer it is essential to learn the rulings
on employment.

It is obligatory (Fard-e-‘Ayn) for every sane and adult, male and female
Muslim to learn the religious rulings which are related to his/her present

14
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condition. Likewise, it is Fard for every Muslim to know what Halal is and
what Haraam is. It is also obligatory to know the methods of purifying the
heart, for example, how to attain humility, sincerity and submission to Allah’s
Will (Tawakkul), and to learn about the spiritual diseases of the heart such as
arrogance, ostentation, malice etc.

Acquire compulsory branches of knowledge!

Alas! Today, the majority of Muslims are heedless of acquiring mandatory
knowledge. Remember! We still have time to acquire mandatory knowledge.
We should acquire Islamic knowledge before we stop breathing and lose this
precious opportunity. Jssic 1) &asJi at present, Dawat-e-Islami has made it
very easy for us to acquire Islamic knowledge. For a better education and
upbringing of Madani children, Madrasa-tul-Madinah, Dar-ul-Madinah has
been established and for the Islamic brothers and sisters, who wish to do
Dars-e-Nizami, Jami’a-tul-Madinah have been established.

Jssiea Ll 52241 As an electronic preacher, the 100% Islamic channel i.e. Madani
Channel is presenting the call towards righteousness in every home. It is
spreading precious Islamic knowledge. In order to provide the Muslim
Ummah with correct Islamic information and Shar’i guidance, sometimes
Madani Muzakarahs of Ameer-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat & 2235535255 and sometimes
programs on the most important topics from Dar-ul-Ifta Ahl-e-Sunnat are
presented which serve as great opportunities to acquire Islamic knowledge.
In addition to these, Madani courses are also offered to the Islamic brothers
of different departments for their Madani training and to further develop
their skills. These Madani courses include the 12-day Madani training course,
41-day Madani In"amaat and Madani Qafilah Course and especially the 63-
day Madani Training Course, which are very important.

Sometimes, the 63-day Faizan Fard ‘Uloom Course is also offered for imparting
Fard ‘Uloom. In this course, the Muftis from Dar-ul-Ifta Ahl-e-Sunnat and
other Islamic scholars (Madani Islamic brothers), according to the schedule,
bestow Islamic brothers with the Madani pearls consisting of Fard ‘Uloom
(mandatory branches of knowledge) in a very simple manner.
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Since every mobile phone has the facility of a memory card, the publishing
department of Dawat-e-Islami, Maktaba-tul-Madinah, has issued the videos
of these Fard ‘Uloom courses in memory cards so that more Muslims can
benefit from it. For the ease of the students of Islamic knowledge, Dawat-e-
Islami not only develops the passion for acquiring Islamic knowledge in these
courses, but it also makes Islamic brothers aware of Fard ‘Uloom to a great
extent. One great way of acquiring Islamic knowledge and to attain the
enthusiasm of practicing upon it is to travel every month with a 3-day Madani
Qafilah in the company of the lovers of the Beloved Rasool. It is a great
privilege to travel in the path of Allah Js:3= with Madani Qafilahs in the
company of the lovers of the Beloved Rasool, because by the blessing of a
Madani Qafilah, not only do we have the privilege of offering five-time Salah
with Jama’at, but we also get the opportunity of learning Sunnahs of the
Beloved Prophet -zt i 1= and acquiring Islamic knowledge. Therefore,
we should also get benefit from these sources of acquiring knowledge and
make our Hereafter better and attain lots of blessings. Let’s listen to a
Madani parable for our persuasion.

Repentance of a drinker

Here is a summary of a wonderful parable narrated by an Islamic brother
from Maharashtra, India. He has stated: Before | associated myself with
Dawat-e-Islami, | was uncontrollably committing sins. | would work the whole
day but would waste my hard-earned money in drinking. | would enjoy
different evils, insult people, and even upset my parents and neighbours. |
was also an addicted gambler and would not offer any Salah. | was heedlessly
wasting the precious moments of my life.

Luckily, | once happened to meet a responsible Islamic brother of Dawat-e-
Islami. Making individual efforts on me, he invited me to travel with a
Sunnah-inspiring Madani Qafilah. His sweet and sincere words touched my
heart, and | accepted his invitation. | immediately travelled with a 3-day
Sunnah-inspiring Madani Qafilah. In the company of the lovers of the Beloved
Rasool, | listened to speeches from the booklets published by Maktaba-tul-
Madinah, the publishing department of Dawat-e-Islami. By the blessings of
the Madani Qafilah, an addicted gambler and drinker like me who did not use
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to offer any Salah not only started offering Salah but | was also inspired to
call Sada-e-Madinah (i.e. to wake up Muslims for Salat-ul-Fajr). | also have the
privilege of inviting others to travel with Madani Qafilahs.

RENNEFNA o e nls

Memorising Quran in just one month

Dear Islamic brothers! We should also get into the routine of travelling with
Madani Qafilahs in the company of lovers of the Beloved Rasool every month.
By virtue of travelling with a Madani Qafilah, one not only gets inspiration to
perform good deeds, but he also receives the opportunity to acquire Islamic
knowledge. If we have a deep yearning and love for Islamic knowledge, then
instead of all engagements and difficulties we will be able to have free time.

Sayyid Ayyub ‘Ali 4145 has stated that one day A’la Hadrat <k 5.0 &7
said, ‘Some people who are unaware, write the title of ‘Haafiz’ with my name
whereas | don’t deserve it as | am not a Haafiz of the Holy Quran.” Sayyid
Ayyub «kJEaas: further said that A’la Hadrat <« Jss.012%¢ started memorising
the Quran from the very same day. Probably, the duration for that memorization
was from having made the Wudu for Salat-ul-‘Isha to the commencement of
Jama’at of Salat-ul-‘Isha. A’la Hadrat «k Js 4 &% memorised one part every

day and he & w57 finished the 30 parts on the 30" day.

On one occasion, A’la Hadrat «k J& b &% said, ‘I have memorized the Holy
Quran in sequence making efforts. | have done so in order that the utterance
of the people who write ‘Haafiz’ as a title with my name may not turn out
wrong.” (Hayat-e-A’la Hadrat, vol. 1, pp. 208)

3 53§98 Aliblo —w s 3 Slo S 52 5 Glys 5 ole
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Dear Islamic brothers! From this parable we have learnt that due to piety and
the fear of Allah Js<3<, A’la Hadrat <& =412 did not like people to address
him with an attribute which was not possessed by him, it has also become
known that he «&Js.04%- would love the Holy Quran very much, that’s why
he «k J& . &% memorized the whole Quran in a very short period of one
month. On the other hand, we do not recite the Holy Quran and some of us
have the privilege of reciting the Holy Quran only in the sacred month of
Ramadan. The sacred month of Ramadan that has just passed in which we
must have offered all five Salahs in the Masjid. Besides other deeds, we
would have recited the Holy Quran as well. If, throughout the whole year, we
get into the habit of reciting the Holy Quran and read the translation from
Kanz-ul-lman and commentary from Khaza ‘in-ul-‘Irfan/Noor-ul-‘Irfan/Siraat-ul-
Jinaan and ponder over it and try to act upon it, then we will be benefitted by
its blessings, Jesie alETz ¢, 1t will comfort our heart and mind; there will be
blessings in the home, shop and business; the door of mercy will open;
salvation will be attained from illnesses; difficulties and troubles will be
removed; the matters of the grave and the Hereafter will become easy and
above all, the pleasure of Allah Js:3= and His Beloved Prophet -lusalsate Jiseab 1=
will be attained.

Expertise in the science of Hadees

Dear Islamic brothers! As A’la Hadrat, the leader of the Ahl-e-Sunnah =127
had great devotion towards the Glorious Quran, he =& J& 4 &% also had
profound enthusiasm for the blessed Hadees of the Beloved and Blessed
Rasool -lusallsai Jail 1o, Therefore, once A’la Hadrat <& Js.i14%#- was asked as
to which books he had studied. Upon this, A’la Hadrat, Imam Ahmad Raza
Khan «& J& ) & mentioned 30 names of the books of blessed Ahadees
including Sahih Bukhari, Sahih Muslim, Sunan-ut-Tirmizi, Ibn Majah, Sunan
Nasa'ee, Mishkat, Jami’-us-Sagheer, Jami’-ul-Kabeer, Musnad Imam A’zam,
Musnad Imam Shaafi’i, Musnad Imam Ahmad and Sunan Daarimi; thereafter
he «kJs04%¢ said in the end that more than 50 books of Ahadees he «de iz
had studied during learning and teaching. (Azhar-ul-Hag-ul-Jalee, pp. 40)

Dear Islamic brothers! Our present condition is that we do not even
remember the 30 names of the general Islamic books, let alone about the
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books of Ahadees, whereas, it was the state of the profound yearning of the
leader of the Ahl-e-Sunnah «& J&.di &7 for acquiring Islamic knowledge that
he had studied more than 50 books of Ahadees merely in the science of
Hadees for Dars and teaching. Besides his studies, other activities were part
of his life such as answering to the Shar’i rulings asked across the globe,
sending the answers of the letters, meeting the guests and the travellers,
reforming the people who turned away from the true path and writing and
compiling books etc.

Undoubtedly, it is the special Divine mercy and grace upon A’la Hadrat, Imam
Ahmad Raza Khan «kJs:04%7 that he had perfect expertise in approximately
more than 50 branches of knowledge and sciences. The remarkable piece of
work ‘Fatawa Razawiyyah' comprises of 30 volumes containing a beautiful
collection of 6847 questions and answers and 206 booklets with 21,656 pages
is the biggest evidence of his deep yearning for knowledge and service for
Islam. May Allah Jsz%= accept all his services of Islam and shower blessings on
his blessed shrine as well as privilege us to follow in his footsteps.
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Summary of the speech

Dear Islamic brothers! In today’s Bayan, we have heard about A’la Hadrat,
Imam Ahmad Raza Khan’s <« .45 deep yearning for Islamic knowledge.

=  Since his childhood, A’la Hadrat, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan «&J&.41é% showed
incredible ability towards acquiring Islamic knowledge. He «kJsab1é+: had
great devotion towards Islamic books and was an expert in the worldly
and Islamic branches of knowledge and sciences.
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Ly 82

"  He «kJ&44%: was the favourite student of his teachers and had a great
memory.

= His profound yearning for study and high intelligence had reached to
such an extent that after learning a quarter of a book from his teacher,
he <k 44147 would study the entire book himself and after memorising
it, he «kJs412%: would read it out to his teacher.

= Despite being ill, on the request of the Arab scholars, he =& J& 4 &%
authored a remarkable piece of writing in the Arabic language on the
topic of ‘lim-ul-Ghayb [Knowledge of the Unseen].

=  A’la Hadrat <k Js.42% has stated: | have memorised the Glorious Quran
in order with great efforts, because people used to take my name preceding
it with the title ‘Haafiz’ and | did not want their calling me ‘Haafiz’ could
prove wrong.

=  A’la Hadrat, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan «kJ&.414%: was an expertise in more
than 50 branches of knowledge and sciences. The remarkable piece of
work ‘Fatawa Razawiyyah’ comprises of 30 volumes containing a beautiful
collection of 6847 questions and answers and 206 booklets with 21,656
pages, this is the greatest evidence of his deep yearning for Islamic
knowledge and services for Islam.

May Allah Jss3= also bless us with the yearning for Islamic knowledge and
Islamic books for his sake!

e dea i 1 3 o Gl

Dear Islamic brothers! In conclusion, | would like to seize the opportunity to
mention the excellence of a Sunnah as well as some Sunan and manners. The
Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of the Ummah .l Jsel 1= has said,
‘Whoever loves my Sunnah, loves me, and whoever loves me will be with me
in Jannah.” (Mishkat-ul-Masabih, vol. 1, pp. 97, Hadees 175)
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Let’s listen to some Sunan and manners of wearing ‘Imamah, taken from the
booklet ‘163 Madani Phool by Shaykh-e-Tareeqgat, Ameer-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat,
‘Allamah Maulana Abu Bilal Muhammad llyas Attar Qaadiri Razavi:

First 2 blessed sayings of the Beloved Prophet -{csalsat Jesad I

1. Offering Salah whilst wearing an ‘Imamah is equivalent to 10,000 virtues.
(Firdaus-ul-Akhbar, vol. 2, pp. 31, Hadees 3621)

2. One Salat-ul-Jumu’ah performed whilst wearing an ‘Imamah is equivalent
to 70 without it. (1bn “Asakir, vol. 37, pp. 355)

3. Bind the ‘Imamah whilst standing facing the Qiblah.
(Kashf-ul-lltibas fis-Tihbab-il-Libas, pp. 38)

4. The Sunnah of the ‘Imamah is that it should not be shorter than 2% yards
in length, nor should it be longer than 6 yards, and it should be bound in
a dome-like fashion. (Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 22, pp. 186)

5. If you have a large kerchief with which you can produce enough folds to
cover the whole head, then it will be considered as an ‘Imamah. It is
Makruh to bind a small kerchief with which one can only produce one or
two folds. (Fatawa Razawiyyah — referenced, vol. 7, pp. 299)

To learn various Sunan, get the following books, Bahar-e-Shari’at part 16
comprising of 312 pages and Sunnatayn aur Adaab, comprising of 120 pages,
both published by Maktaba-tul-Madinah, the publishing department of
Dawat-e-Islami. One of the best ways to learn Sunan is to travel in the Madani
Qafilahs of Dawat-e-Islami with the lovers of the Beloved Prophet.

JLL ome BB S i S uskid 2523553 090 B,S Hhw <8 iz oS g
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The 6 Salawaat-‘Alan-Nabi and 2 Du’as that are recited in the Sunnah-inspiring
weekly ljtima’ (congregation) of Dawat-e-Islami:

L 2 24

1. The Salat-‘Alan-Nabi for the night preceding Friday
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rd

The saints of Islam have quoted that whoever recites this Salat-‘Alan-Nabi at
least once on the night preceding Friday [the night between Thursday and
Friday] on a regular basis will be blessed with the vision of the Beloved and
Blessed Prophet -lssalsak el = at the time of death, as well as at the time
of his burial into the grave, to the extent that he will see the Noble Prophet
sl Jsa J= lowering him into the grave with his own merciful hands.
(Afdal-us-Salawat ‘ala Sayyid-is-Sadat, pp. 151)

2. All sins forgiven
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It is narrated by Sayyiduna Anas = J& &l 22 that the Beloved and Blessed
Prophet .z «ls < Ji5 il I= has stated, ‘Whoever recites this Salat upon me
whilst standing, then prior to his sitting back; and if he recites it whilst sitting,
then before he stands back, his sins will be forgiven.’ (Ibid, pp. 65)
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3. 70 Portals of mercy
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Whoever recites this Salat-‘Alan-Nabi, 70 portals of mercy are opened for
him. (Al-Qaul-ul-Badi’, pp. 277)

4. The reward of 600,000 Salawat-‘Alan-Nabi
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Shaykh Ahmad Saawi «:G@li«liéz:«1= reports from some saints of Islam that the
one reciting this Salat-‘Alan-Nabi once receives the reward of reciting Salat-
‘Alan-Nabi 600,000 times. (Afdal-us-Salawat ‘ala Sayyid-is-Sadat, pp. 149)

5. Nearness to the Distinguished Prophet fu“\/
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One day somebody came [to the blessed court of the Beloved and Blessed
Prophet ~lssalsa a0 12], and the Holy Prophet ozt i i= made him sit
in between himself and Sayyiduna Abu Bakr Siddeeq x=J&:c#7. The respected
companions -z U 4l 22 were surprised as to who that honoured person
was. When he had left, the Holy Prophet -ies s <k Js el J= said, ‘When he
recites Salat upon me, he does so in these words.” (Al-Qaul-ul-Badi’, pp. 125)
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6. Durood-e-Shafa’at

)
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The Greatest and Holiest Prophet .izsals«k Jal I= has stated: The one who
recites this Salat upon me, my intercession will become obligatory for him.

(Attargheeb Wattarheeb, vol. 2, pp. 329, Hadees 31)

1. Good deeds for 1000 days
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It is narrated by Sayyiduna lbn ‘Abbas iz dsaio2: that the Noble and Blessed

Prophet -l «s« Js:il 1= has stated, ‘For the reciter of above supplication,

seventy angels write good deeds (in his account) for 1000 days.’
(Majma’-uz-Zawaid, pp. 254, vol. 10, Hadees 17305)

2. An easy way to spend every night in worship

The following narration has been mentioned on page 187 of Gharaib-ul-Quran,
‘If anyone recites the following Du’a three times at night it is as if he has
found Layla-tul-Qadr.” We should recite it every night. Here is the Du’a:
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Translation: There is none worthy of worship except Allah Jss:3= Who is
};}3-’ and lf;;" Allah Jss% is ‘0\5.’, Rab of the seven skies and the

magnificent ‘Arsh.
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