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“I have made the intention of sunnah i‘tikaf.”

Dear Islamic brothers! Whenever you enter a masjid, make the intention
of i‘tikaf, for you shall continuously gain the reward of i‘tikaf for as long
as you stay inside. Normally, when we are in a masjid, shar‘iah does not
give permission for us to eat, drink, sleep, have suhur or iftar, and not
even to drink Zamzam water or the water on which dam has been made.
Yet, if the intention of i‘tikaf is made, all these actions will become
permissible. One should not make this intention of i‘tikaf only to eat,
drink or sleep. This intention should instead be made to please Allah.

It is stated in Fatawa Shami:

If someone wants to eat, drink or sleep in a masjid, he should
make the intention to observe i‘tikaf and perform the dhikr of
Allah for some time. Then he may proceed as he wishes (i.e.
now if he wants to eat, drink or sleep, he can do so).
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Excellence of sending salat upon the Prophet f@‘;
The final Prophet of Allah wsasatali= said:

PAG PTG d&ﬁﬁ'&aubc&;swbﬁmwi””

Adorn your gatherings with salat upon me, as your recitation of salat
upon me shall certainly be light for you on the Day of Judgement.!

ssadeiide  wasdidasls
The Prophet .tsaiazalide has stated, 25;La 4 Jal &= “A truthful
intention is the best action.”?

O those who love Allah’s Messenger! Make good intentions before
every action, as this can be a means of entering Paradise. Before
listening to this speech, make good intentions like:

*= You will listen to the entire speech to gain knowledge of Islam.
*  You will sit in a respectful manner.

»  You will refrain from acting lazy during the speech.

= You will listen to the speech to reform yourself.

= Whatever you hear and learn, you will try to convey it to others.

N R S e

L Al-Jami€ al-Saghir: 4580
2 Al-Jami* al-Saghir: 1284
2

www.dawateislami.net



Pleasing Allah: our greatest priority Translated by the Translation department of Dawat-e-Islami

3 actions that lead to Paradise

The Messenger of Allah iz:..z20052 once took hold of my hand
and declared, #1055 60622555020 G - “O Abl Sa‘id! There are
three matters; whoever says and accepts these shall enter
Paradise.”

| asked, “What are these three matters, O Messenger of Allah?”
He replied, Yiisus2 ,Lu;\).mb’b’ abeiia - “Whoever is pleased

with Allah as their Lord, Islam as their religion, and Muhammad
as their Messenger.”?

In one hadith, the following was then mentioned, 2Ji4&z;:. This now

collectively means, whoever is pleased with Allah as their Lord, Islam as
their religion and Muhammad =:asiaindec as their Messenger; such a
person shall have Paradise become wajib for them.?

Sweetness of faith
‘Abbas bin ‘Abd al-Muttalib z:z:i:5, the Prophet’s loving uncle, explains
how the Prophet .izsuisatilidesaid, Eigsssl uww’ i @b:;.;u@l@uu

— “Whoever is pleased with Allah as their Lord, Islam as their religion,
and Muhammad as their Messenger, has found the sweetness of faith.”3

Islamic scholars describe how our hearts can taste intangible facets of
spirituality (such as the positive spiritual effect fostered by acts of
worship), the same way our tongues are able to taste things. When we

1 Musnad Imam Ahmad: 11,102
2 Sahih Muslim: 1884
3 Jami’ al-Tirmidhi: 2623
3

www.dawateislami.net



Pleasing Allah: our greatest priority Translated by the Translation department of Dawat-e-Islami

place something upon our tongues, we can discern whether it is sweet,
sour, hot or cold.

In the exact same way, whenever we offer salah, keep fasts, recite the
Quran, make dhikr of Allah, recite invocations and litanies, call others to
goodness, recite poetry in praise of the Prophet Jzswisaizidde, learn
Islamic knowledge or do any other good deed, our hearts are able to
taste the positive and delightful effects of these actions.

If someone was to fall ill, their ability to taste things is negatively
affected instead. Everything begins tasting sour to them. This same
principle applies to the heart. When the heart becomes negligent or
blackened from sin, and when spiritual diseases like arrogance,
selfishness, love for money and longing for fame run rampant inside it,
this leads to the heart itself becoming unwell.

When this happens, a person is deprived from the delight of salah. He
finds no peace in fasting. Good deeds become difficult for him.
Ultimately, the light and sweetness of faith leave his heart entirely. For
someone undergoing this, it is necessary for them to cure their heart as
soon as possible.

One method of curing the heart has been described by our beloved
Prophet Jzsaisazaduide, As per his beautiful elucidation, when a person
is pleased with Allah as their Lord, Islam as their religion and
Muhammad s «iainde as their Messenger, the darkness of that
individual’s sins is removed, his heart is purified, and he begins to taste
the spiritual illumination of faith.?

The renowned hadith expert, Shaykh ‘Abd al- Haqq Dihlawi «iz.iées
said, “Whoever is not pleased with these three matters from the bottom

Y LamGt al-Tangqih fi Sharh Mishkat al-Masabih, vol. 1, pp. 78-79, hadith 9
4
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of his heart, is unable to taste the sweetness of faith. He has faith
outwardly but has not attained its true essence.”!

3 levels of acceptance

O those who love Allah’s Messenger! What does it mean to be pleased
with Allah being our Lord? What does it mean to accept this fact?
Scholars comment on how there are three levels of acceptance in this
regard.

The first level

Imam al-Qurtubr «iz-0425 elaborates:

Being pleased with Allah as one’s Lord and accepting this reality,
means an individual will not accept anyone besides Allah as their
Lord. A person who wholeheartedly believes in the oneness of
Allah will reject everything polytheists consider to be gods and
believe Allah alone is worthy of worship.

Such a person knows it is only Allah Who grants him rizg, sustains
him, allows him to breathe and blesses him with life. He
recognises there will never be another Lord besides Allah.?

This level of acceptance is the core foundation of our faith. Without this,
a person cannot become Muslim.

The second level

Clarifying the second level of being pleased and content with the fact
Allah is our Lord, Shaykh C‘Ali al-Hajwayri -z -l 225 says, “This
contentment and state of being pleased refers to a person’s heart

Y Lam‘Gt al-Tangih fi Sharh Mishkat al-Masabih , vol. 1, p. 78, hadith: 9
2 Al-mufhim lima ashkala min talkhis Muslim, vol. 1, p. 210

5

www.dawateislami.net



Pleasing Allah: our greatest priority Translated by the Translation department of Dawat-e-Islami

remaining unchanged in condition regardless of whether he is granted
something or not.”?

This means a person’s heart remains content, at ease, accepting and
pleased regardless of whether Allah grants them something or makes
them face testing circumstances. This is the second level of being
pleased with the fact Allah is one’s Lord.

Being content with divine decree

Rabi‘ah Basriyyah wiz-uizz5 was a pious, saintly lady. In her presence, a
person once made du‘a by exclaiming, “O Allah! Be pleased with me.”

This du‘a is perfectly fine and it is often heard being made. Yet, the
friends of Allah have their own unique ways. Rabi‘ah Basriyyah -iiizs
w2z heard this du‘a and said, “Do you not have shame? You ask Allah to
be pleased with you, whereas you are not pleased with Him.”

A person seated nearby asked, “What does it mean for a person to be
pleased with Allah?”

She replied, “When you are pleased upon falling into difficulty the way
you are pleased upon receiving a blessing, only then shall it be said you
are pleased with Allah.”?

For example, if a person came to us and said, “You’ve just won a million
pounds”, imagine how happy we would be. We would sit up out of
happiness. Our hearts would be overjoyed, and we wouldn’t be able to
stop smiling. Perhaps we would feel like we’re dreaming.

On the other hand, let’s say someone comes and says, “Your shop has
burnt down, and all your products have been destroyed.” Imagine the
sadness we’d feel. We would be completely downtrodden. Signs of

! Kashf al-Mahjab, p. 255
2 lhya al-‘Ulam, vol. 5, p. 166
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anxiety would be visible on our faces. Perhaps we’d began shouting, “I
have been destroyed! | have been ruined!”

The meaning of Rabi‘ah Basriyyah’s statement is that just as a person is
happy upon receiving wealth, he should be similarly happy when he
loses it. When a person reaches this state, it can be said they are pleased
with the fact Allah is their Lord.

Good and bad destiny is all from Allah

Dear Islamic brothers! This is not an unusual matter. Since our
childhood, we have been reciting, \SaiigesZmié 58 - “Good and bad
destiny is from Allah.” If we receive blessings, wealth, or well-being, this
is from Allah. If we are afflicted by a trial, poverty or illness, this is also

from Him. In summary, all fate, whether good or bad, is decreed only by
Allah.

When a person affirms he is pleased with Allah as his Lord, he should be
pleased with every decision his Lord makes. If he is happy upon receiving
a blessing, he should also be happy upon the arrival of an affliction.
Whatever happens, he must not complain or cloud his heart with
despair.

There is no issue in making du‘a for good and well-being in both worlds,
however. spﬁh,bwiumus,szuT@Mi- “O Allah! | ask You for pardon and

well-being in the world and the Hereafter.”

Smiled upon the death of a son

Fudayl bin ‘lyad -zz-iu225 was an accomplished saint. People never saw
him smiling, as he was immersed in fearing Allah, contemplating the
grave, and thinking over the Hereafter, matters of accountability, the
Bridge of Sirat, and punishments of Hell.
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He had a pious and God-fearing son, named ‘Ali bin Fudayl <t-Uizzs, This
son was also extremely devoted to serving his parents. Narrations detail
how he was unable to complete recital of Surah al-Zilzal, as this strah
describes the terrors of the Day of Judgement. Whenever he would
recite or listen to it, his intense fear of Allah would lead to him losing
consciousness.

He was still young when he passed away. Every parent can understand
how painful the death of a young child is. Yet, observe the conduct of
the father, Fudayl b. ‘lyad -zz-ini25! He did not cry or show any sign of
sadness. Instead, a smile beamed from his face. People were hugely
surprised by this. They asked, “We never see you smiling. Yet today you
smile, on the day your child passed away. Why is this?” Fudayl b. ‘lyad
«izaduizzs replied beautifully, “This happened by the decree of Allah. I am
pleased with whatever He has decreed.”!

55140 This is what it means to be pleased with Allah as your Lord, and

accept this reality. It is like saying, “Allah is my Lord. Whatever He
decrees concerning me, | happily accept it from the bottom of my
heart.”

Unfortunately, our state is totally opposite to this. If a single glass cup
accidently breaks, we become incredibly angry in the blink of an eye. If
our car tyre is punctured, we cannot endure it. If there is slight increase
or decrease in temperature, if we are afflicted by a minor fever, if our
business earnings are low for one day or our salary payment is delayed,
Satanic whisperings enter our heart and complaints flow from our
tongues.

! Tadhkirat al-Awliya', p. 68
8

www.dawateislami.net



Pleasing Allah: our greatest priority Translated by the Translation department of Dawat-e-Islami

Look at these amazing personalities, who even smile when their pious
and devoted son passes away? Why? Simply due to the fact they were
pleased with whatever Allah willed.

The third level

Dear Islamic brothers! We now move to the third and highest level of
being pleased with what Allah decrees. Every Muslim must be upon this
level, at least.

The master scholar and mystic, ‘Abu ‘Ali Dagqgaq -k «iazs explains,
“Being pleased and content with divine will does not mean one feels no
difficulty at all. This means an individual should not complain to Allah.”?

If we are hurt in any way, if a calamity comes, if we break a bone,
someone close to us passes away, we suffer financial loss or become ill;
there is no issue being sad or crying when these things happen. There is
no problem with feeling the effects of them. What a person should do,
however, is not pay attention to any Satanic whispers that come during
these events, nor complain in any way. They should totally be content
with what Allah ordained to happen.

The Crown of the Saints, Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Jilani «t<Uizz5 explains,
L%;%n6;;9%;§Ji6;;gepsépésjh&§@jf - “Objecting to Allah is the death of
religion, tawhid, and tawakkul.”?

Dear Islamic brothers! Objecting to Allah is definite disbelief. The

objector is a disbeliever and apostate. Shari‘ah, which every Muslim
must follow, orders us to avoid objecting to Allah.

The Creator of everything is Allah. Imagine how insulting it is for His
creation to then turn and object to Him. <Lz If permission were given

L Al-Risalat al-Qushayriyya, p. 358
2 Al-Fath al-Rabbani, pp. 9 - 10
9
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for objection, everyone would say anything they want. For example,
they may say, “Why did Allah do this and not that?”, or “He should have
done it this way”, along with other similar erroneous statements.

Using rationale, we find objecting is inherently incorrect, as objections
are levelled at one in whom there is a fault or error, or one who makes
incorrect decisions. As for Allah, He is free from all defects and mistakes.
It is another matter that a person of deficient intellect does not
understand the wisdom of some affairs. In any case, a Muslim should
have certainty that everything Allah does has infinite wisdom, whether
a person can fathom that wisdom or not. Let alone bringing an objection
on his tongue, a person should not even allow it a place in their heart.!

Why is this contentment necessary?

Dear Islamic brothers! We are slaves of Allah, and we do not have any
right to object to Him. He is our Lord. It is He Who created us, gave us
life, granted us rizg, spread out the earth for us, placed the sky over our
heads as a canopy and granted us endless bounties. He is our Creator
and Owner, and we are His slaves. It is rightful upon us to accept His
every decree and be pleased with His decisions.

Imam al-Qushayri <t U 225 writes, “‘Ubddiyyah (servitude) is to
abandon whatever is in one’s capacity, and submit before whatever
becomes apparent from divine decree.”?

The saint Ruwaym «t<izes says, “If all of Hell was placed on a person’s
right hand, he should not even say, ‘O Allah! Place it on my left hand.””3

1 Kufriya Kalimaat kay Baray Main Suwal Jawab, pp. 141-142

2 Risalat al-Qushayriyya, p. 364
3 Risalat al-Qushayriyya, p. 360
10
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Allah mentions in a hadith qudsi, “Whoever is not pleased with my decree
and is not patient upon my trials, let him seek a Lord other than Me.”*

LaJsoleY Dear Islamic brothers! These words should shake us to our

core. Whoever is not pleased with the decree of Allah is being rebuked
in this. They are being told they are not worthy of being Allah’s slave, as a
true slave remains pleased and content with the decision of his Lord.

What does it mean to be a slave?

In earlier times, slaves were sold in marketplaces. Once, the saint
Ibrahim bin Adham -zz-i225 needed one, so he went to a marketplace,
bought a slave and brought him home.

He asked the slave his name, to which he responded, “Whatever you
wish to call me, that will be my name.” The saint then asked what he
was used to eating. “I shall eat whatever you give me”, was the answer.

When the slave was asked if he wanted anything, he explained, “I desire
only what you desire. | am a slave, and a slave does not have any
connection with such matters.”

Upon hearing this, Ibrahim b. Adham -z.Ui225 began to think, “If only |
would obey Allah in this same dutiful manner.”?

O those who love Allah’s Messenger! This is what true servitude is. A
true slave is he who has no desires or wishes of his own; he only follows
the will of his master. We should remain content with the decisions of
Allah and never complain in any circumstance; come what may, be it
poverty, worries or any kind of difficulty.

L Al-Mu’jam al-Kabir: 807
2 Tadhkirat al-Awliya’, p. 78
11
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Allah has placed you wherever is best

Imam Sha‘rant <t .iuézs states:

Servitude necessitates a slave remaining pleased in every state
with what Allah has decreed. He should never let his heart fall
prey to ill-thoughts. He should not desire more than that which
Allah has granted, as Allah knows what is best to an infinitely
greater degree.

Allah declares:
> - S50 51%, 0y st T 5,0 57 e 9 g2, 0.0 Zoat Vo .
Aacding pe=ifaga Sl ia N L8 peaitni s sl iasG il e
C e
S ICT AT F A

And it is likely that you dislike a thing which is (actually) better for you;
and it is likely that you like a thing which is (actually) bad for you; and
Allah knows, and you know not.!

Imam Sha‘rani -zz-nizs further explains:

We thus learn an important point. Whatever Allah has granted
and whatever state He has placed a person in; if an individual
was to seek something other or more than this, it is as though he
claims to know more than Allah. This suffices in proving someone
as ignorant.?

saJoled O those who love Allah’s Messenger! Let’s think this over. If

we do not remain pleased with the decree of Allah, that which He has
bestowed us with, and the state He has kept us in, then look at the far-
reaching implications! It is as though a person is claiming he has more
knowledge than Allah, whereas this is impossible. His knowledge is

L Al-Quran, 2:216, Translation from Kanz al-Iman
2 Anwar al-Qudsiyyah fi bayan adab al-‘Ubudiyyah, p. 30
12
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complete and perfect. No one has more knowledge than Him. With His
eternal knowledge, He has granted us whatever is best in our right. We
should be pleased with the decree of Allah, no matter what state we are in.

Why did this happen?
Lugman Hakim -zz-i1i25 once said to his son, “Whatever situation you
face, whether you like or dislike it; keep in mind it is better in your right.”

The son replied, “O father! Please explain this further for me. How can
everything that happens be best for me?”

Lugman Hakim «t.izzs responded, “There is a prophet of Allah in a
settlement. Let us go and present ourselves to him. He shall explain this
much better than | can.” Father and son both took hold of their bags,
climbed upon their animals and set out in search of sacred knowledge.

The journey was long and the heat intense. Along the way they also ran
out of food and water, and they eventually became exhausted. As their
animals also tired, they dismounted and began walking on foot. Lugman
Hakim -zz. 1325 then saw smoke rising in the distance. Their spirits were
lifted when they saw this, yet a difficulty then appeared. A sharp bone
was laying on the floor, which pierced the foot of the son and came out
from the other side. He began to bleed and due to the long journey,
severe heat, and lack of food and water, he fell to the ground
unconscious.

Seeing his son in this state, tears welled up in the eyes of Lugman Hakim
~izodvzzs, With great effort, he extracted the bone and bandaged the
foot. His son regained consciousness, and asked, “O my father! The heat
is intense, our water has finished, and | have been injured. Neither can
we travel further nor return home. Tell me, how can all this be what is
best for me?”

13
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Lugman Hakim «t-uizes replied, “This difficulty that arose, it is possible
a greater calamity has been averted from us because of this.”

As they went back and forth, Lugman Hakim «i-i1225 saw a person
approaching from afar. He felt relief, but the figure disappeared quickly
from his sight.

He then heard a voice ask, cE&i — “Are you Lugman?”

“Yes”, he replied, “l am Lugman.”
The voice further asked, “Lugman Hakim?”
He responded, “People call me that.”

When the voice inquired, “What did your son say?”, Lugman Hakim &z=s
«kzoin asked, “Who are you? Why do you not show yourself?”

The voice explained, “lI am lJibril. | am only visible to prophets and
angels.”

“If you are Jibril”, he said, “surely you know of our state?”
Angel Jibril <.z began to say:

Allah sent me to descend punishment upon a certain place.
When | arrived, | realised you two were also headed to the very
same location. | then asked Allah to stop you both from going
any further. My du‘a was answered and your son was made to
face difficulty. If this had not happened, you would have entered
that dwelling and also become caught up in the punishment of
its dwellers.?

O those who love Allah’s Messenger! Whatever happens, whatever
state Allah keeps us in, that is better for us. Consequently, we should be

L Al-rida ‘an Allah bigada' - li Ibn Abi al-Dunya, hikéyat ‘an al-Radin, pp. 62 - 63
14
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pleased with the decree of Allah. We should neither darken our hearts
nor complain with our tongues.

Allah has granted everyone the best for them

Prophets Musa and Harun -vuizz went to Fir‘awn, seeking to call him
to righteousness. Fir‘awn asked:

‘o9 ,’im 5:'
e BG5 3

=0

He (Fir‘awn) said, 'So, who is the Lord of you both, O Musa?"!

Prophet Msa Loz replied:

He (Musa) said, 'Our Lord is He Who gave a befitting form to everything, then
showed the (right) path.”

Commentators of the Quran give us great insight into this verse.
According to their explanation, this verse discusses how Allah is He Who
created and granted specific abilities to everything. He also granted
means and unique form to each thing, depending on what it shall do.

For example, Allah created the eye to see and placed the faculty of vision
within it. He created the ear for hearing and placed inside it the faculty
of hearing. He gave both of them forms suited to their purpose.
Everything has its special purpose and function. Ears for hearing cannot
see, and eyes for seeing cannot hear.

L Al-Quran, 20:49, Translation from Kanz al-Iman
2 Al-Quran, 20:50, Translation from Kanz al-Iman
15
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In this way, everything in creation has been created for its respective
purpose. Everything has also been granted form best suited for its
capability and were guided towards the means by which to use them.!

Imam Sha‘rant «zz-izz5 explaining this verse states:

This verse shows that whatever Allah has bestowed according to
His supreme wisdom, is perfection for whoever it was granted
to. He granted prophethood to the prophets; prophethood is
perfection for them. He granted sainthood to saints; sainthood
is perfection for them. He granted knowledge to scholars;
knowledge is perfection for them. Whoever was given anything,
that specific thing is perfect for them.?

Think of it this way: whatever a person has received from the court of
Allah, they have received 100%. No one has been deprived. Everyone’s
full proportion is in accordance with their strength, capacity and ability.

For example, if a nursery student is given 100% marks, which class will
he enter? He will move to reception. Similarly, if a bachelor student is
given 100%, what education level will he enter? He can begin a Masters.
Both attained 100%, both were given 100%; but one enters reception
and the other enrols on a Masters. It is because although both attained
100%, their capabilities are different. If the bachelor graduate entered
reception and the child who passed through nursery started a Masters,
they would both find themselves in a state of academic imbalance.

In this way, Allah granted everyone perfection in this world. The rich
person has received 100%, and the poor person has also received 100%.
However, the strengths and capabilities of each are different. If a poor
person was given 150% and made wealthy, or the rich person was given
50% and made poor, they would both lose their equilibrium and become

L Rah al-Ma‘ani, Taha, under verse no: 50, juz 16, vol. 8, p. 683
2 Anwar al-Qudsiyyah fi bayan adab al-‘Ubudiyyah, p. 30
16
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imbalanced. Allah has granted everyone 100%, and whatever He
granted is perfection in that person’s right.

In a hadith qudsi, Allah states:

Amongst My slaves are those whom poverty is better for. Their
state would fall into disrepair if | were to make them rich.
Amongst My slaves are those whom wealth is better for. Their
state would fall into disrepair if | were to make them poor.!

When being blind was better

Prophet ‘Is3 -s.ou.:iz was once passing by a river. He saw children were
swimming therein. He also noticed a blind child amongst them, whom
they would push under the water and then swim away from. He would
then come to the surface and try to find the other children, but to no
avail. The sentiments of Prophet ‘Isa .~z were touched by this. He
asked Allah to give the blind child ability to see, a prayer which was
accepted. Now the child could see, and he proceeded to grab another
and drown them in the river. He then did the same with another.

Seeing this, Prophet ‘Isa sLai.:iz was grieved and he supplicated, “O
Allah! He was better when he was blind.” Thus, his eyesight was
removed once more.?

O those who love Allah’s Messenger! When Allah has bestowed
everyone perfection, everyone is receiving 100% of whatever is
bestowed upon him. Whichever state a person is in, that is better for
them. What room does this leave for complaining? Complaints only
happen where there is injustice. There is absolutely no injustice here, as
everyone is being given what is perfect for them and kept in a state best

! Mirgat al-Mafatih: 2459
2 Ansién Ka Darya, p. 252
17
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for them according to their respective capabilities. It is a right upon us
to be pleased with this.

Despite this, whoever is not pleased with the decree of Allah and
complains, it is as though they want to hear with their eyes and see with
their ears. In other words, such a person has fallen into complete ignorance.
A person should be pleased with however Allah has kept them, and never
complain under any circumstance.

Glad tidings for the one who remains pleased with divine
decrees

The final Prophet of Allah teswsaizabiz said, 405508 6266 UG bea b -
“Glad tidings for he who was guided to Islam and given sufficient rizq he
is pleased with.”!

Those who will fly from their graves into Jannah

A hadith mentions:

When the Day of Judgement arrives, Allah will bestow wings to
a group of my ummah, by which they will fly from their graves
into Paradise. There, they shall enjoy themselves however they
wish.

Angels will ask them, “Have you given accountability?” They will
respond, “We have not given account.” Angels will then
question, “Did you traverse the Bridge of Sirat?” They will
answer, “We have not seen the Bridge of Sirat.” Angels will
qguery, “Have you seen Hell?” They will reply by saying, “We have
not seen anything.”

Y lhya al-‘Ulam, vol. 5, p. 159; Jami‘ al-Tirmidhi: 2349
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“Whose ummah are you from?”, the angels shall then ask. They
shall say, “We are from the ummah of Muhammad Jzsuisazizainde.”
The angels shall say, “We ask you by means of an oath upon
Allah! What actions did you do in the world?” They will explain,
“We had two habits by which we reached this rank through the
grace of Allah: we would shy from disobeying Allah even in
seclusion, and we were pleased with the small amount of rizqg
bestowed upon us by Him.”?

5514 O those who love Allah’s Messenger. The Day of Judgement will be

50,000 years long. People will exit their graves and head towards the
plains of Mahshar. Imagine the scorching copper surface, and the sun
blazing overhead at a mile and a quarter’s distance. Then the book of
deeds will be given to people in their hands, accountability will take
place, and people must cross the Bridge of Sirat. This bridge takes 1500
years to cross; it is as thin as a hair and sharper than a sword.

On one hand people will be caught up in these horrifying difficulties, and
on the other, those that remained pleased with the decree of Allah and
avoided disobeying Him will be flying into Paradise from their graves.
They will not feel the scorching heat of that Day, or be held to account,
or have to cross the Bridge of Sirat.

g2z - How fortunate will those people be. If only we too became
like them. If only we were pleased with divine decree and were dutiful
in obeying Allah. If only we saved ourselves from sinning in both public
and private.

How to please Allah

The Proof of Islam, Imam Muhammad al-Ghazali «z+225 elucidates,
“From amongst all the rewards Allah will bless His servants with on the

L Qat al-Qulab, vol. 2, p. 65
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Day of Judgement, the greatest of them shall be His rida’ (Him being
pleased with them).”

He says in His Quran:
L. s >
A AN G2 OVee 3
And the greatest (Bounty) is the pleasure of Allah.!

“The greatest bounty of Paradise is Allah being eternally pleased with its
inhabitants. He shall never be displeased with them.”?

A hadith says, “Allah will reveal a "divine” tajalli for the people of faith and
say, ‘Ask from Me.” Upon this, the people of Paradise will say, ‘O Allah, we
desire You to be pleased.””3

Reflect! When the people of Paradise have arrived in Paradise itself,
they shall still ask for Allah to be pleased with them. This highlights how
Allah being pleased with someone, is the greatest gift and reward of the
Hereafter.

How is this acquired? How does a person attain the greatest reward of
the Hereafter? Imam Muhammad al-Ghazali «i+Uiizs explains this by
saying, “This (the greatest bounty of the Hereafter) is only attained
when a person was pleased with Allah in this world.”

Once, the Bant Isra’ll asked Prophet Misa -xLeu.ziz, “O Prophet of Allah!
Kindly ask Allah of an action we can do, which shall make Him pleased
with us.” Prophet Muisa -s.=i.ziz mentioned this request to Allah, to

Y Al-Quran, 9:72, Translation from Kanz al-Imén
2 Tafsir Khazin, Tawbah, under verse no: 72, vol. 2, p. 261
3 Al-Mu‘jam al-Awsat: 2084
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which it was said, “O Musa! Inform the Bani Isra’ll to remain pleased
with Me; | will then be pleased with them.”?

A student of Shaykh Abu ‘Al Daqqaq «z+i225 revealed, “I know when
Allah is pleased with me or not.” When asked how, he replied, “When |
am pleased with Him, He is pleased with me.”

The flood that came to a standstill

There was once a pious person who lived in a village. Everyone
respected him deeply and would ask him to pray for them. A river
passed nearby to this village. Once, the banks of the river burst and the
water began gushing towards the village. People were anxious about
this, as the water was building up to be a flood. They ran to the pious
person and asked him to pray for them. He ordered for them to bring
shovels and other tools with them to the riverbank.

The pious man led the way as the village inhabitants headed to the river.
They all believed they would be fixing the broken river banks, but to
their surprise, the pious person began breaking what was left of them.
Seeing this, people were hugely disappointed and returned with broken
hearts. They had no way of escaping the flood now. Terrified, they
climbed upon the roofs of their homes with their children to avoid the
impending water.

After a while, they observed the water coming towards the village was
slowly subsiding. It eventually stopped completely. They also saw the
pious man returning with his shovel on his shoulder. Surprise gripped
the entire village. They rushed down from their roofs, went to him and
exclaimed, “What happened? How did the flood stop?”

He explained:

L Al-Risalat al-Qushayriyyah, p. 358
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| was destroying the remaining riverbank when an unseen voice
said, “O servant of Allah! Why are you breaking this?” | replied,
“This riverbank has certainly broken, because Allah wanted it to
break. When my Lord has decreed for the water of this river to
go towards my village, then | am pleased with this, and | am
making way for it to flow.” The voice said, “When you are pleased
with My decree, then | will fulfil your wish.” This is why the flood was
brought to a standstill.

adug2an - If we are pleased with the decree of Allah, then -LisL:e) He
will be pleased with us. If He is pleased with us, -sLzc) our problems
will be resolved. May Allah grant us the ability to be pleased with His
decree!

What should we do to remain pleased with Allah’s decree

Dear Islamic brothers! To build a deep-rooted habit of remaining
pleased with Allah’s decree, there are many things we can do. For
example, we can read about the virtues of remaining pleased with
Allah’s decree, and read about the lives of the pious predecessors who
always remained pleased with whatever decision Allah made in their
regard (the discussion of contentment in lhya' ‘Ulim al-Din’s 5% volume
is massively beneficial in this regard).

We can also read about the reward received for pain, affliction, difficulty
or poverty. (For example, this is found in the booklets of Mawlana llyas
Attar al-Qadiri, entitled Ailing Worshipper and Excellence of Poverty).

~doslzer We will learn to be pleased with whatever pleases Allah, and
submit to His every decision.

Reading a booklet weekly

Dear Islamic brothers! To learn how to please Allah, become pious,
punctual in salah and avoid sins, affiliate yourself with the Islamic
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environment of Dawat-e-Islami. Also make sure to take part in Dawat-e-
Islami’s 12 Islamic activities. One of these activities, is reading a booklet
weekly.

One of the evils of this age is people becoming more distant from Islamic
knowledge, day by day. Passion for reading Islamic literature is next to
nothing. Yet if we look at Muslims from earlier generations, we find they
had great enthusiasm for reading Islamic literature day and night. This is why
they had a lot of Islamic knowledge, and it was the reason their lives were so
prosperous.

«J0 Sz2J7 Dawat-e-Islami is spreading the light of Islamic knowledge
across the world. In this regard, one characteristic of the founder of
Dawat-e-Islami, Mawlana llyas Attar al-Qadiri, is his great passion for
Islamic knowledge. He encourages everyone to read and acquire
knowledge. He also recommends reading a specific booklet every week.
These are concise and can be read in minutes.

You should also read them! «U:Tzc) You will benefit greatly, your Islamic
knowledge will increase, and you will gain the reward of seeking sacred
knowledge. Through reading Islamic literature, one’s intellect is
enhanced, wisdom increases, thought becomes purified and life
becomes better. According to new scientific research, reading protects
a person from mental illnesses.

Make intention to read these weekly booklets. Mawlana Ilyas Attar al-
Qadiri makes special du‘as for those who do. Perhaps by reading these
booklets and being included in the du‘as of a saint, we can become
successful in both worlds.

ssAdiibide  wasdideits

The Crown of the Saints, Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Jilant -z o 25
described two simple ways to please Allah. He says:
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Whoever wishes to remain pleased with the decree of Allah
should always remember death, as keeping this in mind eases
your worldly troubles.

(Secondly) Whatever matter disturbs the heart, a person should
not complain regarding it, but make du‘a to Allah about it
instead. For example, if someone becomes poor or unwell, he
should not complain about this. He should instead make du‘a to
Allah and ask for the problem to be removed. So instead of
preoccupying his heart with complaint, he should busy it in du‘a.
«i7Lze1 The heart will be lightened and freed from worry. If Allah
wills, one will then remain pleased upon divine decrees.!

Department of Spiritual Cures

24032201 Dawat-e-Islami is spreading the teachings of Islam in over 80
departments. One of these is the Department of Spiritual Cures, which
is busy day and night in comforting the troubled ummah of the beloved
Prophet -esaisaizaindez, aludzzdi driven by a passion to console the grief-
stricken ummah, over approximately 400,000 ta‘widhat and invocations
are disseminated to patients free of charge each month. The blessings
of these are not restricted to any city or province. Stalls are established
nationwide. Apart from Pakistan, hundreds of stalls are set up in other
countries, such as Africa, USA, UK, Bangladesh, India and South Africa, etc.

cssedide  wasdideite

Prayer Times Application

Dear Islamic brothers! The IT Department of Dawat-e-Islami has
released a beautiful mobile application called Prayer Times. Through
this application, the prayer timings and Qiblah direction of any place in

L Al-Fath al-Rabbani, p. 111
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the world can be determined. A monthly timetable for prayer timings
can also be extracted. Furthermore, it features litanies, spiritual cures
and Madani Channel Radio. There is also a silencing option to keep your
mobile silent during prayer times as well as an Islamic calendar. Download
this application on your mobile phone and encourage others also.

s

CTNEAIR BRI N E

Sunnahs and etiquettes of wearing shoes

Let us listen to some pearls of wisdom regarding putting on footwear,
extracted from the book of Mawlana llyas Attar al-Qadiri, entitled 101
Madani Pearls:

1. The final Prophet .J:: s iz i b= has said, “Use footwear
abundantly, for it is as though a man is riding as long as he wears
them.”! (This means a person becomes less tired.)

¢ Dust your shoes off before putting them on, so that insects or
pebbles, if any, are removed.

¢ First put on the right shoe then the left.
¢  When taking them off, take off the left one first, then the right.

¢ The beloved Prophet .z:aisaziide has said, “When anyone of
you wears shoes, he should start with the right side. When taking
them off, he should start with the left. This is so the right foot is
first when putting them on, and last when taking them off.”?

* Men should wear masculine shoes and women feminine shoes.

1 Sahih Muslim: 2096
2 Sahih al-Bukhari: 5855
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Announcement

The remaining sunnahs and etiquettes of putting on footwear will be
taught in study circles. Please do participate in them to find out more.

Badidlde sl denle
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