The Belief of the Finality of

Prophethood : i

Speech of the Gathering on the Belief in
Finality of Prophethood

(For Is[arnn: Brothers)
- *-'}f



The Belief of the Finality of Prophethood Translated by the Translation department of Dawat-e-Islami

Al 38 de i 5 8,080 5 Gandladl 05 a0 g
Tadl candh

S 3 Al ply S bl e U, 5320 S

The Belief of the Finality of Prophethood

, P o P by olss 2| -T2 s\l G e ) GiT
P RSO WOV 1 V51 bl O3 5 BEE A0 58,8
) ~ o - .. big Z1-%1277 s\ G e G (T
ABI5HEARSTIEA 53 PPV SRt NS |

R RN S 5z
SRV EEL &
I make the intention of Sunnah i‘tikaf.

Dear Islamic brothers! Whenever you enter a masjid, make the intention
of itikaf, for you will then continuously gain the reward of i‘tikaf as long
as you stay inside. Remember, eating, drinking, sleeping, having sahur
or iftar, or even drinking Zamzam water or the water upon which
prayers have been recited is not permitted inside a masjid. However, if
the intention of i‘tikaf is made, all of these acts become permissible. One
should not make this intention solely to eat, drink, or sleep; rather, it
should be made to please Allah.

As mentioned in Fatawa Shamr:

If somebody wishes to eat, drink, or sleep in a masjid, he should
make an intention of i‘tikaf and engage in the dhikr of Allah for
some time. Then, he may proceed as he wishes (i.e. now if he
wants to eat, drink or sleep, he can do so).”

The Excellence of Salat upon the Beloved Prophet &

My dear Islamic brothers! The fourth Caliph of Islam, Sayyiduna ‘Al al-
Murtada, the Lion of Allah xzisces5, used to recite the following Salat
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Translation: O Allah! Send Your most honourable blessings, Your ever-
increasing blessings, and Your most exalted greetings upon Muhammad,
who is Your chosen servant and Messenger, the seal for what has
preceded (i.e. the Final Prophet), and the opener for what has been
locked (i.e. the solver of difficulties).!

Fathe Bab-e-Nubuwwat pe be had durood
Khatm-e-Dore risalat per lakho salam?
Explanation: O the being through whom the door of prophethood was
opened, meaning the one who was granted the crown of prophethood
before everyone else, as it is stated in a Hadith: o.2zdis-3018%5 2575 (And |
was a Prophet when Adam was still between his soul and body).?
Countless blessings be upon you. And O the being upon whom

messengership was concluded, as you were sent as the Final Prophet
and the Final Messenger, millions of greetings be upon you.

0B e oo | R

Speech intentions
The Messenger of Allah Lsusaiaofe said: 5;L@1380 52151 — “The best of
deeds is a sincere intention.”3

Dear Islamic brothers! Make it a habit to form good intentions before

1 Mu‘jam al-Awsat, vol. 6, p. 365, Hadith 9089 selected
2 Tirmidhi, Abwab-ul-Managib ‘an Rasulillah, p. 825, Hadith: 3618.
3 Al-Jamic al-Saghir: Hadith 1284
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every action, as good intentions can lead one to Paradise. Before
listening to the speech, we can make the following good intentions:

e | will listen to the entire speech to gain knowledge.
e | will sit respectfully.

¢ | will avoid being lazy.

e | will listen with the intention of self-improvement.

e | will try to convey what | learn to others

Dear Islamic brothers! A fundamental tenet of the religion of Islam is the
belief that Allah Almighty concluded the chain of Prophethood and
Messengership with the Final Prophet, Sayyiduna Muhammad al-Mustafa’
Lesapsatzalu e, After him, no Prophet or Messenger has come, nor can one
come, nor will one come. Anyone who denies this belief, or harbours even
a fraction of a doubt about it, is excluded from the fold of Islam.

The Greatest Prophet .i:.uswiiujc had already given a prophecy of the
Unseen, saying, "There will be thirty major liars in my Ummah, each of
them will claim to be a Prophet, but | am the Final Prophet and there will
be no Prophet after me." The fact that our Beloved Prophet .iz:uzatibiic
is the Final Prophet is established by explicit verses of the Holy Qur an,
Hadith, and the unanimous consensus of all the Companions, their
successors, and the entire Muslim Ummah. Let us first listen to the
Qur'anic verses and their interpretations on this matter.

Allah Almighty says:

M\ L,m\d”“@s;,,suu“wom‘” 4

Muhammad is not the father of any of your men. However, he is the Messenger
of Allah and the last of the Prophets!

1 Al-Quran, Al-Ahzab, verse 40; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan
3
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Explanation: This blessed verse is a definitive proof (nass gat)
concerning the Holy Prophet i:i;u:.iiinjc being the last Prophet. Its
meaning is completely clear, leaving no room for any interpretation or
exception. The details regarding the finality of Prophethood are that
Allah Almighty sent the Holy Prophet .i::.u:atilijec as the last of all
Prophets and Messengers Loisésanz:iz, and He ended the chain of
Prophethood and Messengership with him. It is impossible for anyone
to be granted Prophethood alongside him or after him until the Day of
Judgement. This belief is among the essentials of the religion, and
anyone who denies it or has even the slightest doubt is a disbeliever, an
apostate, and is cursed.

The explanation of this verse was given by the Final Prophet .iusctiuis
himself. The noble Companions .::zzi:25 also explained its meaning, as
did the Tabi‘in, and following them, the scholars of the last 13 centuries
also gave beautiful and academic explanations of this verse.

The Imam of Ahl al-Sunnah, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan -z 4l i,
summarising the research of these 13 centuries, writes: "The meaning
of warsu is 22T (the last of the Prophets), which means that it is
impossible for anyone to be granted Prophethood alongside the Holy
Prophet .iiausatiiniz or after him until the Day of Judgement. Trying to
reinterpret or make exceptions to this meaning of the verse (i.e.,
extracting one’s own desired meaning) is disbelief."!

In addition to the above verse, dozens of other verses endorse and
confirm the Holy Prophet's status as the Final Prophet from different
perspectives. From the perspective of his messengership:

1. He was sent as a Messenger to all of mankind.2

1 Fatawa Ridawiyyah, vol. 14, p. 333 summarised
2 Part 9, Al-A‘raf: 158
4
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2. He was made a giver of good tidings and a warner to all people.?

3. He s a warner against Allah’s wrath for all worlds.2

4. He is the one who brings all people out from the darkness of
disbelief into the light of faith.3

5. And he was sent as a mercy to all worlds.*

6. Allah Almighty took a covenant from all Prophets Loisinanzeziz
that when the Holy Prophet ii:.;.iijcarrives, they must
believe in him and assist him.> No mention is made of believing
in or assisting any Prophet after him.

7. The arrival of Messengers before him was mentioned.® But the
arrival of any Messenger after him has not been mentioned.

8. Sayyiduna ‘Isa sz affirmed the Torah and gave the good
news of the arrival of the Merciful Prophet ;;;@\‘;gzm,u? But the
Holy Prophet i:i:us«iijzdid not give the good news of any
Prophet coming after him.

From the perspective of the religion:

9. Allah Almighty perfected his religion® in such way that it will not
be abrogated like the previous religions, rather it will remain
until the Day of Judgement.

1 Part 22, Saba: 28

2 Part 18, Al-Furgan: 01

3 Part 13, Ibrahim: 01

4 Part 17, Al-Anbiya”: 107

5 Part 3, Al ‘Imran: 81

6 Part 4, Al ‘Imran: 144, Part 17, Al-Anbiya™: 41, Part 7, Al-An‘am: 34
7 Part 28, Al-Saff: 06

8 (Part 6, Al-Ma’idah: 03) This religion will not be abrogated like previous religions;
rather, it will remain until the Day of Judgement.
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10. He was sent with guidance and the true religion so that it may
be dominant over all other religions.?

From the perspective of the book revealed to him, the Holy Quran:

11. Concerning faith in the divine books, Allah AlImighty mentioned
the Quran and previous books.? But He did not mention any
other heavenly book after the Quran.

12. The Quran affirms previous books.3? But it does not affirm any
book after it.

13. The Quran is a reminder for all worlds.?

14. The Quran is a source of guidance for all of humanity.>

Hadith Regarding the Finality of Prophethood

Dear Islamic brothers! Just as the belief in the finality of Prophethood is
very clear in the Holy Quran, so too has the Beloved Prophet io:usatilic
made it very clear in the hadith that he is the Final Prophet. Let us
consider a few narrations in this regard:

1. The Immaculate Prophet .i:usuiiiijc said: "My example and the
example of all the Prophets is like a person who built a beautiful and
magnificent building. People walk around it and say, 'We have not
seen a better building than this, but there was one brick (missing
from its place).” | am that (last) brick."®

2. Indeed, Messengership and Prophethood have ended. There is now

1 part 28, Al-Saff: 09
2 Part 1, Al-Bagarah: 04, Part 5, Al-Nisa”’: 136, 162
3 Part 26, Al-Ahqaf: 29
4 Part 30, Al-Takwir: 26
5Part 1, Al-Bagarah: 185
6 Sahih Muslim, p. 965, Hadith 5959
6
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neither a Messenger nor a Prophet after me.!

3. O people! Undoubtedly, there is no Prophet after me, and there is
no nation after you.?

4. Indeed, | was written as .3l r.:ka in the preserved Tablet (Lawh

Mahfiz) in the Court of Allah, when (Prophet) Adam sz was
still being moulded in his clay.?

LG s B
RIS sl s

Sayyiduna Jibril .s.=.:12 and the Belief in the Finality of
Prophethood

The Imam of Ahl al-Sunnah, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan -zz+tiies, in his
Fatawa Ridawiyyah, vol. 15, p. 663, writes while presenting evidence for
the belief in the Finality of Prophethood:

“On one occasion, the chief of angels, Sayyiduna Jibril <.z, came to
the Holy Prophet and greeted him, saying: :bUGUalde sl EL e 2
(Salam be upon you, O Outward Prophet! Salam be upon you, O Inward
Prophet!). Upon this, the Beloved Prophet .iusaiili iz said: "O Jibril!
These are the attributes of Allah, and they are befitting only for Him.
How can these attributes be for me?" Jibril sccuziz replied: "Allah has
graced you with these attributes; He has granted you superiority over
all Prophets and Messengers, and He has derived your name and
description from His own name and attribute."

"0 Beloved Prophet .i::.s.iiuijz! Allah has named you Awwal (First)
because you are the first of all the Prophets in terms of creation (as your

1 Jami¢ Tirmidhi, vol. 4, p. 121, Hadith 2279

2 Mu‘jam al-Kabir, vol. 8, p. 115, Hadith 7535

3 Kanz al-‘Ummal, Part 11, vol. 6, p. 188, Hadith 31957
7
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sacred light was created first). Allah has also given you the sacred name
Akhir (Last) because you were the last to arrive among all Prophets, and
you are the last Prophet of the last Ummah. Likewise, Allah has also
given you the sacred name Bdtin (Inward) because Allah had
permanently inscribed your name with His name in light on the pillar of
the ‘Arsh two thousand years before the creation of Sayyiduna Adam
~Scioaziz, Then He commanded me to send Salat upon you, so | sent Salat
upon you for one thousand years and Salam for one thousand years,
until Allah sent you as a giver of good news, a warner, a caller to Allah's
command, and a shining sun.

In the same way, Allah has also given you the sacred name Zahir
(Outward) because He granted you dominance over all religions, and He
made your Shariah and eminence manifest to all those in the heavens
and the earth, so there is no one who does not send Salat upon you.
May Allah send Salat upon you. You Lord is Mahmud (the Praised One),
and you are Muhammad (the Praised One). Your Lord is Awwal and
Akhir, Zahir and Batin, and you are also (by the grace of your Lord)
Awwal and Akhir, Zahir and Batin."!

We are the Last Ummah of the Last Prophet

Dear Islamic brothers! It is a great favour and blessing of Allah upon us
that He made us from the Ummah of His most Beloved and Final Prophet
saysaleadn fa. 43'93_:5_37, our Beloved Prophet i:asaizilu iz is superior to
all Messengers and Prophets, and by the mercy of Allah, his Ummah is
better than all previous nations, all due to his virtue.

By Allah, there Is No One Like You

Once, a question was asked of the devotee of the Final Prophet, Imam
Ahmad Raza Khan «zzuizes: "Is it possible for another Muhammad to be
born in the world?" What a unique question! One question could have

! Fatawa Ridawiyyah, vol. 15, p. 663 selected
8
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been whether another Prophet can come after the Beloved Prophet
Jesanazalu e or not. However, the person asking the question did not ask
whether another Prophet could come or not; he asked: "Can another
Muhammad be born or not?"

Now, listen to the answer of the devotee of the Final Prophet, Imam
Ahmad Raza Khan -iz-Uizzs, The summary of his words is: "It is not
possible for anyone like that Muhammad i::us«iilnjs to exist in the
world, who is the Messenger of Allah, the Awwal and the Akhir, the Zahir
and the Batin, the leader of the Prophets, the Master and Possessor of
Authority, whom Allah also made a mercy for all the worlds and adorned
his head with the crown of <15, Just as it is impossible for another

Allah to exist, it is also impossible for another Mustafa’ to exist."?

Dear Islamic brothers! This was the answer of the esteemed Imam
~izaduizzs, Now, listen to the evidence he gave. He writes: "Our Master
and Guide, Muhammad al-Mustafa’ .z:usaeiu e is a glorious, unique,
and unparalleled being whom the Lord of all the universes sent as
%u‘r.:k, (the Final Prophet). Now, let’s assume that it is possible for
another Muhammad to be born. We ask: Will that person also be
u?,*}ir.:}b (the Final Prophet) or not? If you say he will not be g_,:“‘»vJ\era, then

he is not Muhammad al-Mustafa’. If you say that he will also be u?wJ\f.:\a,
then our Master and Guide, Muhammad al-Mustafa’ iziusatilids, is no
longer the last, because there can only be one last. Therefore, it is
proven that the Lord of all the worlds created only one Muhammad al-
Mustafa’ iisusaeiiz. No one like him has ever existed before him, and
no one like him can exist after him."?2

IEVRE N IR N

1 Fatawa Ridawiyyah, vol. 18, pp. 27-28 summarised
2 Fatawa Ridawiyyah, vol. 18, p. 28 summarised
9
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What is the Belief in the Finality of Prophethood?

Dear Islamic brothers! A.i;&_zsuﬁ, our Master and Guide, Sayyiduna
Muhammad zsasacije is the Final Prophet. What is the belief in the
Finality of Prophethood in Islam, and what is its importance? Imam
Ahmad Raza Khan’s statements can be summarised as follows:

From the moment Muhammad al-Mustafa’ i::u:atidc arrived in this
world until the Day of Judgement, no new Prophet can come under any
circumstance, in any era, in the seven heavens or the seven earths, or in
any region of the universe.

Furthermore, A‘la Hadrat iz -inizs writes: “In Islam, just as it is
necessary to believe in 41419, it is also imperative and necessary to

6,0

believe that r.i;“;g;é;i;am;gm;mw is U;'V.J\‘Jb A person who denies
this belief or possesses even a fraction of a doubt is definitely a
disbeliever, is cursed, and will remain in Hell forever. Moreover, it is not
just this; anyone who knows about the apostate’s false belief and yet
does not consider him a disbeliever, or doubts his disbelief, is also a
disbeliever and an apostate.?

It should be noted that the Prophet of Allah, Sayyiduna ‘Is3 sz, is
residing in the fourth heaven and has not yet tasted death. Near the Day
of Judgement, he will return to the world and will propagate the Shariah
of the Final Prophet .i::a:ziiuiie. The arrival of Sayyiduna ‘Isa sz
will not affect the belief in the Finality of Prophethood because the
meaning of u?mnr.:u is that no one will be granted prophethood after the

advent of our Beloved Prophet .sasaiain e,

Sayyiduna ‘Isd <:v.:iz is a Prophet already. He had been granted
prophethood before, and when he returns to the world near the Day of

! Fatawa Ridawiyyah, vol. 15, p. 630 summarised
10
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Judgement, he will still be a Prophet. However, he will not propagate his
own Shariah as a Prophet but will act upon the Shariah of the most
beloved of Allah’s Prophets, Sayyiduna Muhammad z:a:ciiufz. Thus,
he will return in the capacity of being a follower of the Holy Prophet.”!

Five Disbelieving Interpretations of “()j}.?b\ﬁu”

Imam Ahmad Raza Khan «iz-iizswrites further: (1) Anyone who says
that the meaning of W;pu is a "Prophet with a new Shariah, therefore
a new Prophet who acts upon this Islamic Shariah can come," is a
disbeliever. (2) Anyone who interprets k,-7...s\r.:L> as "Original Prophet," is
a disbeliever. (3) Anyone who says that its meaning is g,-“;..nd.a,w (the most
excellent of all Prophets) is a disbeliever.? It should be made clear that
our Master i:;.us«iiinje is certainly superior to all Prophets, but to
interpret u?u\rsu to mean this is disbelief (as it changes the meaning of

the Quranic word). (4) Anyone who says that a new Prophet cannot
come to this earth, but can come somewhere else (for example, on the
seven earths or in the seven heavens), is a disbeliever. (5) Anyone who
says, "A new Prophet cannot come among human beings, but a Prophet
can still come among other creations," is a disbeliever.

Remember! The one who interprets Mr.:\, in such a way is a disbeliever,
=

and anyone who does not consider him a disbeliever or doubts his
disbelief is also a disbeliever, an apostate, and has exited Islam.3

sphgedide  wapddasts

1 Tafsir al-Nasafi, part 22, Al-Ahzab, under verse 40, vol. 6, p. 87 summarised
2 Fatawa Ridawiyyah, vol. 14, p. 333 derived
3 Fatawa Ridawiyyah, vol. 14, p. 338 derived
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Asking a False Claimant of Prophethood for Proof?

Sayyiduna AbU Mansur al-Maturidi «z-izz25 writes: "If a person makes
a false claim of prophethood after the Holy Prophet .::iu:uiilnis, no
proof should be demanded from him. Instead, his claim should simply
be denied."! This is because the Beloved Prophet of Allah .sasatiio s,

has already stated: a@&gv’(There is no Prophet after me).2

The summary of the statement of Imam Ahmad Raza Khan «tzainizs is
that there is no harm in asking a false claimant of prophethood to show
a miracle with the intention that since he is a liar, he will not be able to
show a miracle and will thus be disgraced and humiliated. However, if a
person asks for a miracle to verify the claim with the intention of seeing
whether he can show a miracle or not, he will immediately become a
disbeliever.3

Allah’s refuge is sought!
Evidence for the Belief in the Finality of Prophethood

The Finality of Prophethood and the Preserved Tablet

It is stated in the famous book of hadith, Sahih Muslim: The Final
Prophet of Allah i::.:.iide said: "Allah wrote the destiny of creation
50,000 years before the creation of the heavens and the earth, and
among what was written on the Preserved Tablet (Lawh Mahfiz) at that
time was: u?x,,.)\puimui (Indeed, Muhammad :asaiid s is the Final
Prophet)."

! Tafsir Tawilat Ahl al-Sunnat Maturidi, part 22, Al-Ahzab, under verse 40, vol. 8, p. 396
2 Sahih Muslim, p. 739, Hadith 1842
3 Malfuzat-e-Ala Hazrat, p. 134
4 Sahih Muslim, p. 1023, Hadith 2653
12
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Sayyiduna Adam ..z and the Belief in the Finality of
Prophethood

A Companion of the Messenger, Sayyiduna AblU Hurayrah z: i ces,
narrates that the Final Prophet .i:usactiin iz said: “When Allah created
Sayyiduna Adam iz, He showed him his progeny. Adam sz
saw some of his children as superior to others. Then, he saw a high and
bright light at the very end. He asked: ?\J.Lg.;!::))’\; (O my Lord! Who is
this?). Allah said: 'O Adam! This is your son, Ahmad :usatiinjz. He is
the first, and he is the last. He is the one who will be the first to
intercede, and his intercession will be accepted first of all."”’!

A Companion of the Messenger, Sayyiduna Jabir b. ‘Abdullah zziiices,
narrates that it was written between the shoulders of Allah’s Prophet,

5

Adam et e 01 SE d J3l5 Gasl (Muhammad  das ws i 4oz s the
(k4 R

Messenger of Allah and the Final Prophet).?

The First Azan on Earth

Sayyiduna AbQ Hurayrah xziices narrates that the Merciful Prophet
Jesanatalnds, said: " Adam suiaziz descended in the land of Hind (India),
and he felt a little apprehensive. So, Sayyiduna Jibril <241z came to

him and gave the Azan. When he said, «0;2510s5% (064, Adam ooz
asked, ¢wiz%i% (Who is Muhammad?). Sayyiduna Jibril s said:

A2Vl e J0Js 221 (Meaning, Muhammad isastidu e is the last of your

children among the Prophets).”3

! Mukhtasar Tarikh Dimashq li Ibn ‘Asakir, vol. 2, p. 111
2 Mukhtasar Tarikh Dimashq li Ibn ‘Asakir, vol. 2, p. 137
3 Tarikh Madina Dimashg, vol. 7, p. 437
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Sayyiduna Ibrahim <.z and the Belief in the Finality of
Prophethood

It is narrated in Tabagat al-Kubra: "It was written in the scriptures
revealed to the Prophet of Allah, Sayyiduna Ibrahim Khalilullah sz,
that: 'O lbrahim! There will be many tribes among your children until
the unschooled Prophet arrives." Who is that unschooled Prophet? It
was stated: 39 56 4% &3l (He is the one who will be the Final
Prophet)."!

Sayyiduna Ya‘qub sz and the Belief in the Finality of
Prophethood

Muhammad b. Ka‘b Qurazi «iz«iizs5 narrates: "Allah revealed to His
Prophet, Ya‘qlb -scu.ziz: 'O Ya‘qub! | will create many kings and
Prophets among your children until the Prophet of the Sacred Sanctuary
arrives, vi21203591255 45 (and he will be the Final Prophet, and his

name will be Ahmad)."?

Sayyiduna Misa s+ and the Belief in the Finality of
Prophethood

Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah :ziices narrates that the Final Prophet Jasailile,
said: "Indeed, when the Torah was revealed to Misa sz, he recited
it and saw the mention of this (last) Ummah. He said: 'O Allah! | see the
mention of an Ummabh in the Torah that will be the last (in time) and the
first (in virtue). O Gracious Master! Make them my Ummah!' Allah said:
Mi’&niv\b’ (O Masa! This is the Ummah of the Final Prophet, Ahmad

H s G n3
Lesapsaeadnfa).

1 Al-Tabaqat al-Kubra li Ibn Sa‘d, vol. 1, p. 130 selected

2 Al-Tabaqat al-Kubra li Ibn Sa‘d, vol. 1, p. 129 selected

3 Dal’il al-Nubuwwabh, Part 1, pp. 33-34, Hadith 31 selected
14
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A Unique Parable of a Saint from the Unseen

Dear Islamic brothers! See how the Prophets ~Lziséxziziz of the past
were formally informed through revelation that our Beloved Prophet
~esanaei e would be the Final Prophet. Then, the Prophets ~Loisiaizeic
also taught this belief to their nations. Eventually, Sayyiduna ‘Is3 ez
arrived, and he also gave the good news of the prophethood and
messengership of the Final Prophet .iusatiiniz, and taught this belief
to his nation that Muhammad i::.:.::00 0 would be the Final Prophet.
Let us listen to a unique parable of a follower of Prophet ‘Isa oz,

A fascinating incident occurred during the blessed era of the second
Caliph of Islam, Sayyiduna ‘Umar b. al-Khattab = 4 25, Sayyiduna
Nadlah b. Mu‘awiyah Ansari z:zic:5 was returning from Hulwan in Iraq
with 300 Muhaijriin and Ansar carrying spoils of war when dusk fell near
a mountain. Sayyiduna Nadlah b. Mu‘awiyah xziuces called the azan.

When he said, 557415574, a voice came from the mountain, saying: “O
Nadlah! You have proclaimed the greatness of the Exalted One!” When
he said, <% 4y &1 3441, the voice responded: “O Nadlah! You have
proclaimed pure monotheism.” When he said, i ;25 105% & Je2, the
voice said: “He has been sent as a Prophet after whom there will be no
other Prophet. He is a warner; he is the one whose arrival was foretold

to us by Sayyiduna ‘Isa sz, His Ummah will be the last and the Day
of Judgement will be established at the end of his Ummah.”

Sayyiduna Nadlah z:zii25, said, §,0.212¢7, the voice replied: “Salah is an
obligatory act. Glad tidings to the one who goes towards it and adheres
to it.” When he said, & J:¢7, the voice said: “He has attained his
objective who came for prayer and persevered in it. He has attained his
objective who obeyed Muhammad .i::u:zi0ic.” When he said, AT
and <1219, the voice said: “O Nadlah! You have attained perfect sincerity,

15
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so Allah has made your body forbidden for Hell because of this.”

After the azan, Sayyiduna Nadlah x:zii25 performed the salah, after
which he stood up and said: “O one who speaks so beautifully! We have
heard your words. Are you an angel, a Jinn, or a man of the unseen?
Reveal yourself to us and speak to us, for we are the envoys of Allah, His
Prophet Liiasatiln iz, and Sayyiduna ‘Umar aziices.”

Upon this, an elderly saint with a luminous face and a white beard,
wrapped in a white woollen shawl, emerged from the mountain. He

came forth and greeted them with &,,mm,wﬂw\ Those present
responded. Sayyiduna Nadlah :ziicessaid: “May Allah have mercy on
you, who are you?” He replied: “I am Zurayb b. Tharmala. Allah’s

Prophet, ‘Isa ...z, made me stay on this mountain and prayed that |
would remain alive until his return from the heavens.”!

Previous Nations’ Scholars and the Belief in the Finality of
Prophethood

Dear Islamic brothers! Our Beloved Prophet .iius«iilnjc is the Final
Prophet; this was well-known and common knowledge among previous
nations.

Sayyiduna Ka‘b al-Ahbar zziies states: "My noble father was a great
scholar of the Torah. No one in his time had as much knowledge of what
Allah had revealed to Sayyiduna Mdisa -z as he did. He never
concealed anything from me regarding his knowledge. When he was near
his death, he called me and said: 'Son! You know that | have not hidden
any of my knowledge from you. However, | have two pages which contain
a description of a Prophet whose time of arrival is near. | did not tell you
this before out of fear that a false claimant of prophethood might come,
and you might follow him.' He continued: 'l have now placed those two

! Dalz’il al-Nubuwwah li abi-Nu’eem, Juzz. 1, p. 56, Hadith 54
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pages in a certain place. Do not open and look at them yet. When that
Prophet arrives, you will follow him, if Allah wills.'

Sayyiduna Ka‘b al-Ahbar x:z2i.25 mentions: 'l took out those two pages and
looked, and it was written on them: msfke»,&mfsmuwwspumuﬂ 5B
(Muhammad sas«izidu e is the Messenger of Allah, the Final Prophet.
There will be no Prophet after him. His birth will be in Makkah, and he
will migrate towards Taybah)."?

The father of Sayyiduna Sa“‘id b. Zayd z:ii25, Sayyiduna Zayd b. ‘Amr
~lzalnizs, was a true follower of the religion of lbrahim and a traveller
on the straight path during the era of ignorance. He passed away before
the arrival of the Beloved Prophet .i:;.;.iiljc. He used to say: "l
travelled from city to city in search of the religion of Ibrahim. | asked the
Jews, Christians, and others, and everyone would give me the
description and attributes of the Final Prophet i::asatiiniz and say that
there was no other Prophet after him."2

Sayyiduna Mughirah b. Shu‘bah 22125, while narrating an incident from
before he embraced Islam, states: "Once, we heard the praise of the
Beloved Prophet .i:usatiiniz from the king of Egypt, Maqguqash. Then,
| went to Alexandria, where | did not leave a single place of worship of
the previous nations. | went to all of them and asked them about
Muhammad al-Mustafa’ J:sus.z200 0z, Finally, | reached a priest who was
a great scholar of his people. | asked him: 'ls any Prophet yet to come
into the world?' He said:yL;;’f'x(;;T;Z,i!r;i (Yes! He is the last of the Prophets.
No Prophet has come between him and Prophet ‘Isa <.iui.:iz), “Isa
~s.io a1z ordered his disciples to follow him. That Prophet will be
unschooled and Arabian, and his name will be Ahmad." Sayyiduna
Mughirah xzi.25 states: "l remembered all of these things very well and

1 Al-Khas&’is al-Kubra, vol. 1, p. 25 selected
2 Al-Khasa’is al-Kubr3, vol. 1, p. 43 selected
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returned from there and embraced Islam."?

No Prophet After Me
The fourth Caliph of Islam, Sayyiduna ‘Al b. Abi Talib z:z2i5, states:

"Once, | was ill and came to the blessed court of the Beloved
Prophet .iiusciiuje. He made me stand in his place and then
became engrossed in salah. He then placed a part of his blessed
shawl over me. (After the prayer), he said: O All! You have
become well, and there is no suffering upon you. Everything that
| asked of Allah for myself, | also asked for you, and everything
that | desired, Allah granted me, but He said to me: 3539 (O

Beloved Prophet! There is no Prophet after you).' Sayyiduna ‘Al
azinees said: "l became well at that very moment as if | had never
been ill."2

Dear Islamic brothers! There is a very famous, short, and beautiful
hadith that explains the belief in the Finality of Prophethood in a
completely clear and plain manner: ¢y {39, The Beloved Prophet
Jesasaizalode did not say exactly these words or similar words with the

same meaning and intent just once; he said them on many different
occasions. Therefore, we should try to memorise this short hadith and

also teach it to our children. What a blessed hadith it is: sy3{Y (There

is no Prophet after me).3

Testimonies of Animals to the Belief in the Finality of Prophethood

Dear Islamic brothers! 30 3207, the belief in the Finality of

1 pala’il al-Nubuwwah li AbT Nu‘aym, Part 1, pp. 44-46, Number 45 selected
2 Kanz al-‘Ummal, Part 13, vol. 7, p. 74, Hadith 36509
3 Sahih Muslim, p. 739, Hadith 1842
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Prophethood is such a clear and unambiguous belief that let alone
human beings, even animals, have testified to it.

The second Caliph of Islam, Sayyiduna ‘Umar b. al-Khattab =z .5,
states: The Beloved Prophet .i::.s«iiuds was sitting in the company of
the Companions zzic=swhen a man from the Bani Sulaym tribe came.
He had captured a lizard and placed it in front of the Holy Prophet
Jesasaad e, He said: "1 will not accept Islam until this lizard expresses
faith in you."

The Beloved Prophet .i::.s.:ii ez called out to the lizard, and it said:

&5z 180 (1 am present and ready to obey!). The lizard said this in such
a loud voice that everyone present heard it. The Holy Prophet .susaizajs
then asked: "Who do you worship?” The lizard replied: "l worship the
One whose throne is in the heavens, Whose kingdom is on the earth,
Whose mercy is in Paradise, and Whose punishment is in Hell."

The Holy Prophet .Liiusaeiijsthen asked: "0 lizard! Tell me who I am?"
The lizard said in a loud voice: w5 sen i $5 0505 & (You are the
Messenger of the Lord of all the worlds, and the Final Prophet). "He who
believes in you has succeeded, and he who denies you has failed."

Seeing this miracle, the man was so impressed that he embraced Islam
and became a Muslim.!

The Testimony of a Donkey

When Khaybar was conquered, the Beloved Prophet .i::u:ctili iz came
across a black donkey. He spoke to it, and it replied to him. He asked:
"What is your name?" It replied: "Shihab, the son of Yazid. Allah has
created 60 donkeys from the lineage of my grandfather. uuvrdmﬁs (Only

L1775 S G5 2 g

Prophets rode all of them). u,-“egkggi’w@.gﬁge,;’ég;\;&j@@;g(ﬂ@;jéwﬂfwgé,

! Mu‘jam al-Awsat, vol. 4, p. 283, Hadith 5996 selected
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(and I had been hoping that you would take me as your mount, for none
are left from the lineage of my grandfather except for me, and there is
no Prophet left except for you)." The Beloved Prophet .i::.satilijs
accepted this fortunate donkey and named it Ya‘far.!

The Sunan and Etiquettes of Intention

Dear Islamic brothers! We will now have the honour of listening to some
pearls of wisdom regarding the sunan and etiquettes of intention. First,
consider two of the Beloved Prophet's statements:

(1) He said: <Lzl (Actions are dependent on intentions).?

(2) He said: ;.u.,;w:;w,_.mg (The intention of a Muslim is better than his
action).3

e Morethan one good intention can be made for every permissible
action.?

e No reward is gained for any good deed without a good
intention.>

e Agood intention in a good deed means that the heart is inclined
towards the action, and the action is performed for the pleasure
of Allah.®

¢ Intention is the resolve of the heart; it is better to say it out loud
while having the intention in your heart.”

1 Tarikh Madina Dimashq, vol. 4, p. 232 selected
2 Sahih Bukhari, vol. 1, p. 5, Hadith 1
3 Mu¢jam al-Kabir li Tabarani, vol. 6, p. 185, Hadith 5942
4 Bahar-e-Niyat, p. 10
5 Sawab Barhane ke Nuskhe, p. 3
6 Bahar-e-Niyat, p. 10
7 Bahar-e-Niyat, p. 10
20

www.dawateislami.net



The Belief of the Finality of Prophethood Translated by the Translation department of Dawat-e-Islami

e The purpose of an intention is to differentiate acts of worship
from each other or to differentiate an act of worship from a
habit.!

e If thereis no intention in the heart, merely uttering the words of
the intention will not suffice.?

e A person who is not used to making good intentions will have to
form this habit through effort. It is beneficial to pause before
starting a good deed and focus on making intentions appropriate
for the occasion.?

e To acquire the habit of making intentions, you will first have to
make a conscious effort to develop your mindset by keeping
their importance in mind.*

e Sayyiduna Na‘im b. Hammad «iz.is325 used to say that it is easier
for us to be lashed on our backs than to make a righteous
intention.>

e Sayyiduna ‘Al al-Murtada xzi.25 said: "A person is given such
rewards for a good intention that he is not even given for a good
deed because there is no showing off in an intention."®

I A sl Jelis

! Bahar-e-Niyat, p. 11

2 Bahar-e-Niyat, p. 10

3 Sawab Barhane kay Nuskhe, p. 3 selected
4 Sawab Barhane kay Nuskhe, p. 3 selected
5 Tanbih al-Mughtarrin, p. 25

6 Jahannam me le Jane wale A‘mal, vol. 1, p. 152
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