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I make intention of Sunna i‘tikaf.

Dear Islamic brothers! Whenever you enter a masjid, make the intention
of itikaf, for you will then continuously gain the reward of i‘tikaf as long
as you stay inside. Remember, eating, drinking, sleeping, having sahur
or iftar, or even drinking Zamzam water or the water upon which
prayers have been recited is not permitted inside a masjid. If the
intention of i‘tikaf is made, all of these acts become permissible. One
should not make this intention solely to eat, drink, or sleep; rather, it
should be made to please Allah.

As mentioned in Fatawa Shamr:

If somebody wishes to eat, drink, or sleep in a masjid, he should
make an intention of i‘tikaf and engage in the dhikr of Allah for
some time. Then, he may proceed as he wishes (i.e. now if he
wants to eat, drink or sleep, he can do so).”

The excellences of sending salat upon the Prophet .Laabataiide

The final Prophet of Allah, our master Muhammad .sws«iad e stated:
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There are no two servants who love each other for the sake of Allah,
who meet one other, shake hands, and send blessings upon the
Prophet .::usatilniz, except that their past and future sins are

forgiven before they part ways."!

Intentions
The Messenger of Allah fususaiido fe said: @180 j4ai 187 — “The best of
deeds is a sincere intention.”?

Dear Islamic brothers! Make it a habit to form good intentions before
every action, as good intentions can lead one to Paradise. Before
listening to the speech, we can make the following good intentions:

e | will listen to the entire speech to gain knowledge.
e | will sit respectfully.

e | will avoid being lazy.

e | will listen with the intention of self-improvement.

e | will try to convey what | learn to others.

0B e oo S R

su,m..sJ Dear Islamic brothers! Rabi‘ al-Awwal, the sacred month in
which our beloved Prophet .i:u:iili iz was born; that blessed month
has arrived. Today, we will hear about a remarkable aspect of the life of

! Musnad Abit Ya‘la: hadith 2951
2 Al-Jamic al-Saghir: hadith 1284
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our Prophet susaiindz, which was the authority granted to him by Allah.

Our Prophet J::.s«iidujc was granted unimaginable authority and
status by Allah. Let’s learn more about this.

Authority of the Chosen One
The Messenger of Allah Lzsasati s declared:

When the Day of Judgment arrives, people shall gather, present
themselves before Adam, and say, “Please intercede for us
before your Lord.” He will reply, “I am not the one for this task.
Go to lbrahim, for he is the Khalil of Allah.” They shall go to
Ibrahim, who shall say, “I am not the one for this task. Go to
Masa, for he is Kalimullah.”

They shall then go to Misa, who shall also say, “l am not the one
for this task. Go to ‘Isa, for he is Rahullah and Kalimatullah.”
They shall go to ‘Isa, who will say, 'l am not the one for this task.
Yet, go to Muhammad.”

They shall then come to me, and | will say, “I am the one who
shall intercede.” | shall then seek permission from my Lord, and
I shall be granted permission. Allah shall place such praises in my
heart which are not yet present in my knowledge. | will glorify
Him with these words and bow before my Lord.

25625 2.2

It will be said: Ai&5 Adkis cmad (o G fesd 085 Gl f831 0ss b = “O
Muhammad! Raise your head! Speak, and it shall be heard. Ask,

and it shall be granted. Intercede, and your intercession shall be
accepted.”

| shall then say, dw ;;:ﬁg;jg - “O my Lord! My Ummah! My

Ummah!” It shall be said, “Make your way and extract from your

Ummah anybody who has faith in their heart equal to a seed of
3
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barley.” (This refers to them being taken out of Hellfire)

I shall go and extract them. Upon my return, | shall extol my Lord
with those praises and prostrate before Him. It will be said:

s

REES REbIz a3 (s Uet) (15 Jals 651055 0 — “O Muhammad! Raise
your head! Speak, and it shall be heard. Ask, and it shall be
granted. Intercede, and your intercession shall be accepted.”

| shall again say, 3@2?‘@2’?‘\;5&; — “O my Lord! My Ummah! My
Ummah!” It shall be said, “Make your way and extract (from Hell)
anybody from your Ummah who has even a mustard seed of
faith in their heart.” | shall go and bring them out. | shall return,
extol my Lord with those praises, and prostrate before Him.

It shall be said: &i&5 &ibis.mad os & fa (163 (Gals f31 dasl b — “O
Muhammad! Raise your head! Speak, and it shall be heard. Ask,

and it shall be granted. Intercede, and your intercession shall be
accepted.”

| shall again say, @i?@;’@;g — “O my Lord! My Ummah! My
Ummah!” Allah shall declare, “Make your way, and whoever has

faith in their heart even less than a mustard seed; you are to
remove them from the Fire."

I shall go and do exactly this.?
sagEdde wpsddanle

Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan «zoiizes writes:

Remember, we were unable to praise Allah on our own until we
were taught to do so by the Prophet Loiusailde.

1 Sahih al-Bukhari: hadith 7510
4
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Our praise of Allah only happens because the Prophet J:susaizalijz
taught us how to do this. The Prophet i:sasatiinic was taught
how to praise Allah, by Allah Himself. The manner in which the
Prophet .:as«iil e praised and will praise Allah is totally
unique. Nobody or nothing else from creation can do this.

This is why one of the Prophet’s -luabak:il= names is Ahmad
(this means: he who praises and extols profoundly).

In that prostration, the Prophet i::usciiijewill praise Allah in a
distinctive manner. When the Prophet .i:.s.til e reaches
Maqam al-Mahmud, Allah will praise him in a way no one else
can. This is why the Prophet’s -lualak.le name is Muhammad
(this means: he who is praised immensely).

The Prophet Li:usatiinizwill remove sinners from Hellfire. This
shows the incredible lengths he would go to for his Ummah.

If, today, the Prophet .i::u:atilnic were to come to a gathering
of Mawlid or a gathering of dhikr, it would not be impossible, nor
would it diminish his grand status. On the contrary, it increases
our honour and the honour of our homes.?

|

adJl g2 Allah has made our Prophet .i:s.s.iujc the possessor of

grandeur and honour, and granted him unimaginable authority.

On the Day of Judgment, the Sun will be at a distance of one and quarter
miles away, and people will be forced to stand barefoot on the searing
copper earth. Mankind will be running from their brothers, sisters,
parents, wives, and children, each preoccupied with their plight, and
sinners will be drowning in their sweat.

On such a severe day, the Prophet ii:usaiiinic will be restless to save

1 Mir’at al-Manajih, vol. 7, pp. 417-419
5
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the sinful members of his Ummah from the punishment of Hellfire. He
will seek permission from Allah to continuously intercede for the
Ummah. Then, Allah will grant His Prophet i::u:.iilijc the authority of
intercession. By Allah’s grace, the Prophet .i::usceiujewill intercede for
his Ummah, rescuing them from Hellfire and admitting them into
Paradise.

Dear Islamic brothers! There is no doubt that the Creator and Master of
the entire universe is Allah, and every single creation needs Him;
nothing exists outside His control and authority. Yet, out of His grace
and mercy, He has granted His special servants, such as the Prophets
s fhan o2z and  saints 4 x=s, various levels of jurisdiction and
authority depending on their rank.

To understand this, know that whoever possesses a certain rank is granted
authority according to that rank. Indeed, the Prophets soisészicizare
respected and sacred personalities whose status among creation is the
highest. This means the miracles, perfections, and powers bestowed
upon them are superior and elevated above those of other beings.

Among them, the Prophet Muhammad .::.s.:2uJe holds a rank and
status that is evident to every Muslim. Thus, the powers and authorities
of the Final Prophet .i::.s.icilijc surpass and are distinguished above
those of all other Prophets -sLoséiaizeziz,

Allah has also described the authority of the Prophet ii:.s.iii s
throughout His Quran. Let us listen to some sanctified verses that speak
about this amazing topic.

Allah says in the 65% verse of Surah al-Nis3’':

6
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So "Dear Beloved Prophet,’ by your Lord! They will not become believers until
they make you a judge in that which they dispute among themselves and do not
find within their hearts any unease regarding that which you decide and
wholeheartedly accept (Prophetic judgement).!

He says in the 29 verse of Surah al-Tawbah:
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Perform Jihad against those who do not believe in Allah and the Last Day, and
"those who' do not forbid that which Allah and His Messenger have forbidden,?

In the 7t" verse of Surah al-Hashr:

4 _ 9 S 957 9 9 V-
99’?'9”9 ‘7/’9",; 293 Wl -
\,&Dbd&.ﬁ-»ﬁ.ﬂ;h; B)ugd).ik)\f.:.a\ (G
Whatever the Messenger grants you, take it, and whatever he forbids, refrain
from it,?

In Surah al-Ahzab, verse 36:
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1 Al-Quran, al-Nisa’', verse 65; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan

2 |bid, al-Tawbah, verse 29
3 Al-Quran, al-Hashr, verse 7; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan
7
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It is not for a Muslim man nor a Muslim woman that when Allah and His
Messenger decide a matter "for them,’ that they have any right concerning their
matter.!

Summarizing this discussion, Sayyid Muhammad Na‘‘m al-Din
Muradabadr «iz-uies writes, “From this, it is clear that obedience to the
Prophet .:usatiin iz is obligatory in every matter. In the presence of the
Prophet .::us«iidude, nobody even has authority over themselves (he
has more rights over us than we do over ourselves).”?

J.Jié_;;.i Dear Islamic brothers! Look how Allah has bestowed such vast
powers and authority upon His beloved Prophet .i:s.:ciilniz. Evenin
matters between Muslims, the Prophet i:i:u:atilnjic is a judge and
authority, and obedience to him has been made compulsory. Similarly,
he has been given the power to command whomever he wishes, with
whatever he desires, and to forbid whatever he wishes, whenever he
wishes.

The Hanafi jurist, Mufti Amjad ‘Al al-A‘zami <25 states:

The Prophet Li:usiiu iz is the categoric delegate of Allah. The
entire universe has been placed under his disposal (i.e.,
authority). Whatever he wishes, he does; whatever he wishes,
he gives; whatever he wishes, he takes back. In the whole
universe, nobody can oppose his command. The entire universe
is subject to his rule, and he follows the command of none
except his Lord. He is the master of all mankind, and those who
do not recognize him as their master are deprived of the
sweetness of the Sunna.

11bid, al-Ahzab, verse 36
2 Khaz&'in, al-‘Irfan, part 22, al-Ahzab, under verse 36
8
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The entire earth is his property, all of Paradise is his dominion,
and the sovereignty of the heavens and the world is under his
command. The keys of Paradise and Hellfire have been placed in
his blessed hands. Sustenance, goodness, and every kind of
blessing are distributed only from his court.

The world and the Hereafter are but a portion of what he gives.
The sanctions of Islamic law have been placed in his hands, so
that he may declare lawful whatever he wills, forbid whatever he
wills, and excuse whatever he wills.!

Dear Islamic brothers! Let us now reflect on some incidents that
illustrate the authority of the Prophet loiusaiilije.

The Prophet’s .ls4s«kabide authority and the obligation of Hajj
When Allah made hajj obligatory upon His servants, the Prophet st i
announced this obligation in his sermon, saying:

LS S H RN AT
O people! Allah has declared hajj obligatory upon you, so perform hajj.

The Companion Agra‘ b. Habis xz41.25 asked: "O Messenger of Allah! Is
hajj obligatory every year?" He asked this question three times, but each
time, the Prophet i:sus.0:40 02 remained silent.

Eventually, the Prophet i::.s.iii iz said:

1 Bahar-i-Shari‘at, part 1, vol. 1, pp. 79-85
9
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If | said yes, hajj would have become obligatory (to perform every
year).!

It should be remembered that hajj is only obligatory once in a lifetime,
as mentioned in hadith. When Agra® b. Habis z:4iesasked about the
obligation of hajj every year, the Messenger of Allah ios.sa i e

explained: $3£38515:43505158% (1o - “Hajj is only once. Whoever performs it

(%

more than once; it is voluntary."?

a_i_ng_;;_iObserve the majesty, authority, and care for the Ummah our

Prophet iasaiid s has.

Even though he had the authority to make hajj obligatory every year, he
did not impose it to save the Ummah from hardship. However, he made
it clear that if he had said yes, it would have been compulsory every
year. This was not an isolated incident; on many occasions, the Prophet
Jesasazi e considered the difficulties and challenges us sinners may
face and ensured ease in religious matters.

Now, let us reflect on three hadith of the Prophet ii:u:ciiliiz, which
demonstrate both his authority and benevolence toward the Umma:

s

1. 5elede s i8S dipi ele b aal W2 G218 - “IF | did not consider it
burdensome for my Ummabh, | would have made the use of miswak
obligatory, just as | made wudu obligatory upon them.”3

1 Sahih Muslim: hadith 1337
2 Mustadrak: hadith 3210
3 Musnad Imam Ahmad: hadith 1853
10
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2. M,swxwgs;u\ 5 ,_,u\(.g:,ww\g\p £41¢197 - “If | did not consider it

burdensome for my Ummah, | would have commanded them to
delay ‘Isha salah until one-third or half of the night.”?

<
.5 %

3. d,.us ‘\aMiSMUVVW\“ySMi 375 - “If not for the frailty of

the elderly and the sickness of the ill, | would have delayed this
salah (i.e., ‘Isha) until the middle of the night."?

Dear Islamic brothers! These hadith teach us that the Prophet Jz:saeiliic
could have altered the timing of ‘Isha, making it so that performing it
earlier than one-third or half of the night would not have been
permissible. Likewise, he could have made miswak obligatory in Wudu,
making wudu invalid without it.3

Yet, thinking of ease and comfort for his Ummah, he did not do so.

Remember! Miswak is a very beloved Sunnah of our Prophet st fz
iz Itis narrated from Umm al-Mu’minin, Lady ‘Aishah al-Siddigah =125
(5

@\;@b‘oﬁm&:‘: gr.:k.« /:W‘QL\GU‘*J‘U

When the Prophet i::usatiin iz entered his home, he would first make
use of miswak.*

We also know that when awakening from sleep at day or night, he would
use miswak before performing wudu.”

1 Jami© al-TirmidhT: hadith 167
2 Sunan AbT Dawid: hadith 422
3 Mir’at al-Manajih, vol. 1, p. 280
4 Sahih Muslim: hadith 253
5 Sunan AbT Dawad: hadith 57
11
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We too should use the miswak and follow as many other sunan as
possible. «i:l5¢| This way, we not only receive the reward of following
the sunna, but also maintain oral hygiene and please Allah as a result.

The Prophet i::usatiin iz announced:
i3S nilSsahe digi

The Miswak is a way of cleansing the mouth and pleasing Allah.?
wadEbde ahidesls

Cutting grass in the Haram declared halal

During the Conquest of Mecca, the Prophet .::ustin iz declared it initially
impermissible to cut the grass and plants within the Haram boundaries.
Yet, upon the request of ‘Abbas x:zui25, he utilised the authority granted
to him by Allah and issued permission for idhkhir grass to be cut within the
Haram, allowing the Companions .zxzi.25 to tend to their needs.

A hadith describes how the Prophet .i::y:utiuic said, “Indeed, Allah has
made Mecca a Haram (an inviolable area). Neither should its grass be
uprooted nor its trees cut.”

‘Abbas b. ‘Abd al-Muttalib 2125 then requested: (532 ailys il 23913 —

“Please allow idhkhir to be used by our artisans and for the roofs of our
houses.”

The Prophet Liusatiinjc then granted permission, allowing idhkhir to
be used.?

1 Sahth al-Bukhari, vol. 1, p. 637
2 Sahth al-Bukhari, vol. 1, p. 637
12
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adJi iAo Reflect upon this for a moment. Even after hearing from the
Prophet .:u:ciiudsthat it is forbidden to cut the grass or plants of the
Haram, a leading Companion like ‘Abbas =25 requested permission
to use Idhkhir grass.

This highlights very many things. First, this demonstrates that the
Companions did not consider the Prophet .i::u:«iilijz an ordinary
human being, but firmly believed that Allah had granted him full
authority to alter what is halal and haram in any given situation as he
saw fit. The Prophet .i::gsatilis, in turn, did not refuse. Instead, he
exercised his authority to allow the use of idhkhir, thereby affirming the
Companions' belief.

Dear Islamic brothers! All the previously mentioned incidents regarding
the special authority of the Prophet i::u:aiiijc are regarding matters
in which he provided ease for his entire Ummah.

Now, observe the greatness of the Prophet’s .ilaisakaiile guthority:

e If something is obligatory for the entire Ummah and neglecting
it is sinful, the Prophet i .s.z:u e could, by his special
authority, allow specific individuals to refrain from it.

e Likewise, if something is forbidden for everybody, Allah’s
Messenger .i::.:«iciujzcould make it permissible for some.

Let us now reflect on some inspiring instances where the authority the
Prophet Lsasaiid e was in full view.

The Prophet’s lsais.katid= authority in excusing salah

There is no doubt that every Muslim is obligated to perform five daily
salah. Denying this is disbelief, and intentionally missing even one is a
major sin which can take one to Hellfire.

13
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The final Prophet i:sasatijzsaid:

W15 31 Goisls i
"There are five salah in the day and night."*
This refers to these salah being obligations.

Yet, in a remarkable instance of his authority, the Prophet sasaiiinic
accepted the request of a Companion and allowed them to leave three
salah, which meant they only offered two a day. As it happened, that
Companion was not yet Muslim at that time, and said he would accept
Islam upon the condition he only reads two salah a day. The Prophet
Jesasatalu s allowed this.?

It should be noted that this concession was specific to that Companion;
nobody else can skip a single salah without a valid excuse as determined
by Islamic law.

Here is a narration regarding his authority in the expiation for breaking a
fast. Before this, remember, if a sane, adult, resident Muslim intentionally
breaks a Ramadan fast without a valid excuse, by engaging in sexual
intercourse or eating/drinking for pleasure, they must make up for the
fast on another day and offer expiation. This is done by either freeing a
slave, or if not possible, consecutively fasting for 60 days, or if that too is
not possible, then by feeding 60 needy people two full meals each.3

This is the ruling for any Muslim that breaks their fast, but the Prophet
Jesasazado Lz, through his exceptional authority, excused one of his
Companions from this expiation.

1 Sahih Muslim: Hadith 11
2 Musnad Imam Ahmad 7/283, hadith: 20309
3 Bahar-i-Shariat, part 5, vol. 1, p. 994

14
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Transforming the expiation into a mercy
Abl Hurayrah x5 recalls:

A person rushed to the Prophet i:usciiuiz and exclaimed, "O
Messenger of Allah! | am ruined." The Prophet .i:s.sat i de
asked: "What has caused your ruin?" The person replied: "I had
sexual intercourse with my wife during Ramadan."

The Prophet Li:usatilijc asked, "Can you free a slave?" The
person said no. The Prophet i::u:ui iz further asked, "Can you
fast consecutively for two months?" The person again said no.
The Prophet’s .lsdsakale next question was, "Can you feed
sixty poor people?" The person replied in the negative.

At this moment, dates were brought to the Prophet i:sas.iilida.
He said: "Give these away in charity." The person asked: "Should
| give charity to someone more needy than us, even though no
household in Medina is as needy as ours?"

The Prophet ii:usaiiu e smiled to the extent his blessed teeth
became visible. "Go!”, he declared, “Feed them to your family.”
(Thus, the expiation was fulfilled).!

The Imam of Ahl al-Sunnah, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan -sz.iiizs, after
citing this hadith, highlights the greatness of the Prophet .ii.us.ciiin iz by
saying:

O Muslims! Never has anyone heard of such an expiation for sin.
A person broke a fast in Ramadan. Yet, the Prophet st je
personally provided two and a quarter mann of dates and

1 Sahih Muslim: hadith 1111
15
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instructed the person to eat it himself, which sufficed as
expiation. Truly, this is the mercy of the Prophet iiasatiis,
which transforms punishment into reward.

A single glance from the Prophet .:iy:<iiugz can turn major sins
into rewards, which is why Allah guides the sinful and the

- = 9 oo = o G0 g -
wrongdoers to his door: ?Jiéﬁ.;-;k.;js\\ o3V R 39 And if, when they
had wronged themselves "Dear Beloved Prophet’, they came to your court.!

Those who commit sins, when they come to his door seeking
forgiveness from Allah, they will find Allah Most Merciful and
accepting of their repentance."?

The Prophet’s .is4sakaide authority in matters of testimony

Allah commanded that in matters of mutual financial transactions, two
men be made witnesses. This is stated in the 282" verse of Surah al-
Baqgarah:

¢ 4 - T 24 2y -
}bé‘:.-g O g L ug a3t
And make two witnesses from your men,?

From this, it is understood that the testimony of just one man is not
acceptable in Islamic for any transaction. This is Allah’s command for all
Muslims. The Prophet :u:ctil iz, by the authority given to him by Allah,
exempted the Companion Khuzaymah zzisices from this general rule,
making the Companion’s single testimony the equivalent of two men.

1 Al-Quran, al-Nis3’, verse 64; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan

2 Fatawa Ridawiyyah, vol. 30, p. 531
3 Al-Quran, al-Baqarah, verse 282; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan

16
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The Prophet Jos ..kl loproclaimed, a2z g8 e o 3 G 4068 0o —

“Whoever Khuzaymabh testifies for or against, it is sufficient.”

This means that if Khuzaymah :ziziees gives testimony in favour of
someone or against someone, his testimony alone fulfils the required
number of witnesses.!

Prophetic authority in rulings of ‘idda

Suppose a woman’s husband passes away and she is not pregnant. In
this case, Allah has prescribed the ‘idda (waiting period) to be four
months and ten days for her.

This is mentioned in Surah al-Bagarah, verse 234:

¢ z - . 9 z P
-3 ;i/*z,a’ﬁ HEP I IR T I X VP > f,f’:;/,.w,
15ee 8 0 i1da0 31 el a3 B RN 31035083 280 0383525 030N 3
z - -

Those, who die from among you leaving wives, then they (the widows) should
confine themselves for a period of four months and ten days;?

Sayyid Muhammad Na‘im al-Din Muradabadi iz <225 explains this
verse, saying:

The ‘idda for a pregnant woman ends upon childbirth (as
mentioned in Surah al-Talaqg), whereas for a non-pregnant
woman whose husband passes away, the period is four months
and ten days. During this time, she should not remarry, leave her
husband’s house, apply oil, use perfume, adorn herself, wear
coloured or silk garments, apply henna, or openly discuss a new

1Sunan al-Kubr3, vol. 10, p. 246, Hadith 20516
2 Al-Quran, al-Baqarah, verse 234; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan
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marriage.

Dear Islamic brothers! From this verse and its tafsir, it is clear that the
‘idda of a non-pregnant widow is four months and ten days. Yet, here
again we see the Prophetic authority.

After her first husband, Ja‘far al-Tayyar zzis 25 was martyred, Lady
Asma’ bt. ‘Umays ezzti25 was instructed by the Prophet lsausaiiduje
to mourn for only three days, instead of performing ‘idda for the usual
four months and ten days.

She narrates, “When my first husband was martyred, the Prophet
Jesasaizidode told me: wu@wspww - ‘Stay away from adornment

for three days, then do whatever you wish.””?

Imam Ahmad Raza Khan -i:z-isiz5 explains that here, the Prophet
JLesanalal jo exercised his choice, granting her exemption from the
general rule that a widow must undertake a waiting period for four
months and ten days.?

The Prophet’s .Ls4sakaide authority regarding sacrificial animals
Bara' b. ‘Azib x:ziicesnarrates that Abl Burdah x:ziices had performed
his animal sacrifice (qurbani) before Eid salah. The Prophet .ioiusatiiiz
ordained that he should offer another sacrifice, as the first one was not
valid.

Abi Burdah zzinices replied: “O Messenger of Allah! | only have a six-
month-old goat now, which is better than a one-year-old goat.” The
Prophet Lsusaiijareplied: 0a0yaiezGpiolilgbaldas - “Offer it in its
place, but know that after you, this will never suffice for anybody else.”?

1Sunan al-Kubra: hadith 15523
2 Fatawa Ridawiyyah vol. 30, p. 529
3 Sahih Muslim: hadith 1961
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Dear Islamic brothers! It is essential to remember that sacrifices in the
city must be performed after Eid salah. Performing qurbani before the
Eid salah is not valid.?

Mufti Amjad “Ali al-A‘zamT «iz- L1225 mentions:

Sacrificial animals should be of the following ages: five years for
a camel and one year for a goat. If they are younger than this
then it is not permissible to sacrifice them. If they are older, it is
permissible, in fact, better.

If a six-month-old sheep or goat appears to be one-year-old from
a distance, it is permissible to sacrifice it.?

Since Abl Burdah zzi1c:5 had only a six-month-old goat, which is
generally too young for sacrifice. The Prophet .i::.:.il iz specifically
allowed only him to offer it, while making clear that after him it would
not suffice for others.

0B b o | R

Dear Islamic brothers! From all the incidents presented regarding the
authority of the Prophet s.s.iili s, it becomes clear that Allah
granted an exalted and magnificent status to him. After establishing the
rulings of Islamic, complete authority over these rulings was entrusted
to the best of mankind sausaiain e,

Shaykh ‘Abd al-Haqq al-Dehlawt «iz-iui225 states:

A true and selected belief is knowing that rulings are entrusted
to the Prophet i:susciidnjec. He commands whomever he wills
with whatever he wants. One thing may be made forbidden for
someone and permissible for another. Allah, after establishing the

1 Bahar-i-Shari‘at, part 3, vol. 15, p. 337
2 Bahar-i-Shari‘at, part 3, vol. 15, p. 340
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Islamic law, handed all its rulings to His Messenger Jz:as.iiu s, SO
that he may modify, add, or explain them as he wishes.*

It is incumbent upon us to hold perfect belief and faith not only in the
other virtues and excellences of the Prophet of Allah .iusaciiis, but

also in his authority.

We must never entertain the notion that only what the Quran declares
as halal is permissible, or only what the Quran declares as haram is
forbidden. Instead, our faith must include that the sayings and
commands of the Prophet Ls.s.iciu s serve as a proof and authority in
declaring something halal or haram, just like the Quran itself.

Indeed, the Prophet i::usuiilijc warned the unfortunate ones who
questioned his authority, saying:

It is possible that a person may sit on his seat and, after quoting
one of my hadith, says, “Between us and you is the Book of Allah,
the Quran. We will only consider halal what is mentioned halal
in it, and only consider haram what is mentioned haram in it.”

il a5e G (Re dlas sl &) o abi 0225 252 G E5YT - Know! Whatever the
Messenger of Allah i::.s.i.iu iz forbids is also forbidden, just as
if Allah Himself had forbidden it.2

Encouragement for Pious Deed No. 29:

Dear Islamic brothers! To develop a mindset for avoiding sins,
performing good deeds, and following the Sunnah of Allah’s Messenger
Jesanatidn s, come with the Islamic environment of Dawat-e-Islami,
participate in its 12 Islamic Activities, and act upon the Pious Deeds
booklet gifted to us by the Amir of Ahl al-Sunnah.

1 Madarij al-Nubuwwah, vol. 2, p. 183
2 Sunan lbn M3jah: hadith 12
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Among these 72 Pious Deeds, Pious Deed number 29 is: “Today, did you
eat according to the Sunnah and recite the supplications before and
after eating?” By acting upon this, the habit of eating according to the
Sunnah will develop, and by following the Sunnah of the Prophet i
JLesasaz, even eating will become a source of reward.

Dear Islamic brothers! You too should become associated with this
beautiful religious environment of Dawat-e-Islami, acquire the company
of those who love Allah’s Messenger, make good intentions for righteous
deeds, learn Islamic knowledge, review your daily deeds while filling your
Pious Deeds booklet, and make intentions to travel in Madani Qafilas.

Madani pearls about maintaining family ties

Beloved Islamic brothers! Let us have the honour of listening to a few
pearls of wisdom regarding maintaining family ties.

First, let us have the honour of mentioning two hadith of the Prophet

RN FHATN -

1) Every act of good conduct is charity, whether done with the rich
or the poor.”?

2) Congratulations to those who treat their parents well, for Allah
has lengthened their life.”?

1 Majma“ al- Zawa’id: hadith 4754
2 Al-Mustadrak: hadith: 7339
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e Maintaining family ties is obligatory, and cutting them is
forbidden, and a deed that leads to Hell.?

e Good treatment of relatives is not simply reciprocating what
they do to you. That is merely mutual exchange; if they send you
something, you send them something back; if they visit you, you
see them.

e True good treatment is that when someone cuts themselves off,
you mend ties with them. When they distance themselves, you
bring ties together and uphold the rights of relationships.?

e Different forms of maintaining family ties include: giving gifts
and presents, assisting them if they need help, greeting them,
visiting them, sitting and conversing with them, and treating
them with kindness and courtesy.?

Announcement:

More pearls of wisdom on maintaining family ties will be discussed in
study circles. Please do join them to learn more!

The six salawat and two du‘a’s recited in the Sunna-inspired
weekly gatherings of Dawat-e-Islami

see
! Bahar-i-Shariat, vol. 3, p. 558
2 Radd al-Muhtar, vol. 9, p. 678
3 Kitab al-Durar al-Hikam, vol. 1, p. 323
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1. The salat for the night preceding Friday

)

w
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The saints of Islam have quoted, that whoever recites this salat at least
once on the night between Thursday and Friday on a regular basis, will
be blessed with the vision of the Prophet .izsasadzain e at the time of
death. They will even see him when they are being buried in the grave,
to the extent they will see him lowering them into the grave with his
own merciful hands.!

2. All sins forgiven

w

\ w 34/
) /;g\(};g -5 [3,5;2; /./::/ (_}E().{p 1] ”
z s

rd

It is narrated from Sayyiduna Anas z:zic=5 that the Prophet Jzsasazalide
stated, “Whoever recites this salat upon me whilst standing, his sins will

be forgiven prior to him sitting; and if he recites it whilst sitting, his sins

will be forgiven before he stands.”?

3. Seventy portals of mercy

) 6/

Seventy portals of mercy are opened for whoever recites this salat.3

1 Afdal al-Salawat ‘ala Sayyid al-Sadat, p. 151
2 Afdal al-Salawat ‘ala Sayyid al-Sadat, p. 65
3 Al-Qawl al-BadT, p. 277
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4. The reward of 600,000 salat

-~ z
7 e

P wbsm«uwp@us&w &d«a,.éb/\
;uuf,u.i

Shaykh Ahmad Sawi «zizais3:25 reports from some saints of Islam that by
reciting this salat once, a person attains the reward of reciting salawat
600,000 times.!

5. Nearness to the Prophet «k

)

T 55 4ol BF yisi 3 9o LU0
Once, a person came to the Prophet .lasaisazzailoide. Amazingly, the
Prophet zs.isaz2 2 made this person sit between himself and
Sayyiduna Abu Bakr Siddiq =225, The noble Companions xziic.:5 were
surprised as to who this honoured person was. When he left, the
Prophet .Lesaisazizadodz explained, “When he recites salat upon me, he
does so in these words.”?

6. The salat of intercession

)
’ 2 » 5! .~! ! 5./.,, © w % w <
‘/.-”/,.;/./ 76/5\/”/’\;’/, ‘;¢/,9 L}E</!/ ) ”

1y

The Prophet Jlosauszalide has stated, “My intercession becomes
necessary (wajib) for whoever recites salat like this.”3

1 Afdal al-Salawat ‘ala Sayyid al-Sadat, p. 149
2 Al-Qawl al-BadT', p. 125
3 Al-Targhib wa al-Tarhib: Hadith 31
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1. Good deeds for 1000 days
(2, z4 . <. 1' P
A AN A TP

It is narrated by Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Abbas zzatic25 that the Prophet Josasatii je
has stated, “Whoever recites this, 70 angels write good deeds for him for
1,000 days.”!

2. An easy way to spend every night in worship

The Prophet lasasazzai e said, “Whoever recites this du‘a’ three
times, it is as if he found Laylat al-Qadr.”?

ﬁ ’ ~

§3,M\uw\u)m\ ”,01;;;@“‘\ Yy
osal) 38

There is none worthy of worship except Allah Who is Halim and Karim.
Allah is pure, Lord of the seven skies and the magnificent ‘Arsh.

Weekly gathering schedule for 18th September 2025
e Sunan and manners: 5 minutes
e Dua memorisation: 5 minutes
e Summary: 5 minutes

e Total duration: 15 minutes

Remaining pearls of wisdom on maintaining family ties
e One should meet relatives often, for example, visiting one day

1 Majma“ al-Zawa'id: Hadith 17305
2 Tarikh Ibn ‘Asakir: Hadith 4415
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and not visiting the next, as this increases love and affection.
True maintaining of family ties is meeting relatives regularly,
such as every Friday or at least once a month.!

e In matters of truth and justice, tribes and family members should
be united. That is, if relatives are on the right path, they should
act together in upholding truth and opposing falsehood.?

e |If arelative presents a need or request, rejecting it is sinful. One
should fulfill the needs of their relatives, and refusing their
request is considered breaking the ties of kinship.3

Dua for a peaceful journey upon a mode of transport

According to the schedule of Dawat-e-Islami’s weekly Sunna-inspired
gathering, we will now memorise a dua. This week, we will learn what
we can recite to have a peaceful journey on a mode of transport.

==

) ;5’,w,‘—‘5,/\,’ .’.6”&’ /,/.V ,’ﬁ.’,.:’,\’ b ,,,’
ORI U BB G i AU e W U5 i, 2 (dhdih)

=W

“Pure is He who granted us control over this; We were unable to control it. and

we shall return to Our Lord.”*
) @ 27, g -
wisldidlde  casd JEe

Method of collective accountability (72 Pious Deeds)

The Prophet J=saisaizainde has said, “Pondering "over the Hereafter’

! Kitabul Durarul Hikam, vol. 1, p. 323

2 Kitabul Durarul Hikam, vol. 1, p. 323

3 Kitabul Durarul Hikam, vol. 1, p. 323

4 Al-Quran, Al-Bagarah, verse 13-14; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan; Madani Panj
Surah, p.217
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for a moment is better than 60 years of worship.”?

Let’s make good intentions before filling in the Pious Deeds booklet:

1.

To please Allah, | will hold myself to account through the Pious
Deeds booklet and encourage others to do the same.

| will praise (i.e. thank) Allah Almighty for the pious deeds which |
practised.

| will regret not acting upon the pious deeds | missed out on and will
try to act on them in the future.

Allah Almighty forbid, if | have not acted on any pious deed which
prevents a person from sinning, | will repent to Allah and make a firm
intention to not sin in the future.

| will not reveal my good deeds without a need (for example, by saying
that | acted on such and such or so and so amount of pious deeds).

| will make up for any pious deed that can be performed later (for
example, | will make up for the 313 salat | missed yesterday by
reciting them today).

| will try to achieve the actual aim of filling in the Pious Deeds
booklet, such as attain the fear of Allah, be pious, have good
character, and spread Islam.

| will fill in the Pious Deeds booklet tomorrow as well.

| will not fill in the Pious Deeds booklet as a formality, rather | will
actually assess my deeds and fill it in.

For all the pious deeds you acted upon, mark the box next to them with an

inverted tick. For all the ones you missed, mark ‘O’ in the box next to them.

L Al-Jami¢ al-Saghir: Hadith 5897
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Note: When carrying out self-accountability, only look at your own Pious
Deeds booklet.

\ I ERr ﬁ/
RESA VA SRR Vs 4

Method of collective accountability (72 pious deeds) daily 56
pious deeds

1. Have you made good intentions?

2. Did you offer the five daily prayer in congregation?

3. Wherever you were in the day, did you invite others to offer prayer?
4. Did you read or listen to Surat al-Mulk at night?

5. After the five prayer, did you at least recite Ayat al-Kursi, Strat al-
Ikhlas, and Tasbth Fatima once?

6. Have you read or listened to at least three verses of the Quran with
translation and commentary from Kanz al-Iméan with Khaza'in al-
‘Irfan or Ndr al-‘Irfan? Or, have you read or listened to at least two
pages from Tafsir Sirat al-Jinan?

7. Have you recited some invocations from the Shajara?

8. Have you recited salawat upon the Prophet -fuabakaide at least 313
times?

9. Have you protected your eyes from sin? (By not looking at indecent
things on your mobile or elsewhere, movies and dramas, non-mahram
women, etc.)

10. Have you protected your ears from sin by not listening to
backbiting, music, foul and lewd speech, etc?
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11. Did you keep your gaze lowered today whilst walking or travelling
and refrain from looking here and there without need?

12. Did you read a book written by Imam Ahmad Raza Khan, a
book/booklet of Maktabat al-Madina, or the Monthly Magazine
Faizan-e-Madina for at least 12 minutes today?

13. Did you stop talking and discontinue what you were doing to reply
to azan and igamah?

14. If something happened that made you angry with someone, did you
stay quiet and control your anger, or did you end up speaking out?

15. Did you fill in the Pious Deeds booklet whilst taking account of your
actions?

16. Did you listen to your nigran in accordance with the guidelines
stipulated by the central executive committee?

17. Did you speak respectfully with everybody inside and outside the
home, be they young or old?

18. Did you study or teach in Madrassa-tul-Madina for adults?

19. Did you try to sleep within two hours after the ‘Isha’ prayer
congregation?

20. Did you spend at least two hours carrying out the religious activities
of Dawat-e-Islami in accordance with the schedule provided by your
nigran?

21. Did you wake up others for Fajr prayer?

22. Did you refrain from unnecessarily peeping into other people’s
29
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23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

homes?
Did a short lecture (dars) take place in your home? In your absence,

did somebody else carry this out?

Did you listen to or deliver at least one Madani dars in the masjid,
workplace, or wherever else possible?

Did you dress according to the sunnah? (These clothes must be a
colour permitted by the shariah and not glaringly bright or
sparkling.)

Do you have long hair according to the sunnah?

Have you refrained from the sin of shaving the beard or trimming it
less than a fist-length?

Did you repent immediately after committing a sin?

Did you eat according to the sunnah and recite the pre-meal and
post-meal du‘a’s?
Did you give salaam to the Muslims you met at home; at work; on

the bus, train, etc; and other places?

Did you act upon at least some sunnahs related to the miswak,
exiting and entering the home, sleeping and awakening, sitting
facing qibla, etc?

Did you offer the four units (rak‘at) of sunnah for Zuhr prior to the
fard?

Did you offer tahajjud prayer at night? If you did not sleep, did you
offer salat al-layl?
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34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45,

Did you offer the voluntary (nafl) prayers of ishraqg, chasht, and
awwabin?
Did you offer the preceding sunnahs of ‘Asr or ‘Isha'?

Did you encourage someone else to take part in at least one of
Dawat-e-Islami’s 12 religious activities?

Did you avoid asking someone to borrow something from them?
(e.g. slippers, shawl, mobile, charger, car)

Did you refrain from lying and engaging in backbiting and taletelling
(including listening to these things)?

Did you watch Madani Channel for some time?

Did you refrain from forming personal friendships based on worldly
gain?

Despite being able to do so, did you delay paying a debt back in time
without the permission of the lender? Did you give back something
you borrowed to its owner within the time period you both agreed?

Did you refrain from uttering words of humility in front of others
despite not truly meaning them? For example, saying, “l am a
nobody” to increase your respect in the sight of others whereas you

do not truly believe yourself to be as such.

Did you maintain cleanliness and tidiness?

Upon learning of another Muslim’s flaw, did you conceal it from
others (unless there was a religious reason not to)?

Did you deliver or take part in a tafsir study circle?
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46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

Did you recite ‘4.2’ before everything that is permissible and
honourable?

Did you deliver or listen to an outdoor dars?

Did you pray for the forgiveness of your parents and spiritual guide
and convey to them at least the reward of some good deeds?

Did you avoid wasting of any kind at home, in the masjid, at work, etc?
Did you abide by traffic laws?

If an Islamic brother (especially a nigran) did something wrong and
needed to be corrected, did you attempt to correct him in writing
or by meeting him whilst being gentle and kind? (Thus, avoiding the
major sin of backbiting in the form of revealing his mistake to
another without a reason permitted by shariah)

Did you protect yourself from sinning with your tongue by avoiding
slander, hurting others, swearing, etc?

To build the habit of avoiding trivial speech which carries no worldly
or religious benefit, did you communicate even a little using
gestures?

Did you try to avoid mocking others, ridiculing them, taunting them,
hurting their feelings and guffawing?

Did you wear an ‘imamah?

Did you respect your parents?

Record of qufl-e-Madinah

e Communicating through writing - 12 times
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e Communicating through gestures - 12 times

e Conversing without staring - 12 times

Ten weekly pious deeds

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

Did you send at least one Islamic sister from your home to the
weekly sisters’ gathering?

Did you watch or listen to the weekly Madani Muzakarah?
Did you attend the weekly gathering from beginning to end?
This week, did you observe i‘tikaf on the day off?

This week, did you visit at least one ill or distressed person at their
home or the hospital according to the sunnah and console them?
Or, did you offer condolences upon someone passing away?

Did you fast on Monday this week (or in the case of not doing so,
fast on any other day)?

Have you read or listened to the weekly booklet?
Did you conduct the area visit at least once this week?

This week, did you reach out to at least one Islamic brother who
used to be part of Dawat-e-Islami or attended the weekly
gatherings, and encourage him to join the religious environment?

Did you participate in the weekly study circle?

Three monthly pious deeds

67.

Did you fill in last month’s Pious Deeds booklet and submit it to your
nigran?
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68. This month, did you travel in at least a 3-day Madani qgafilah?

69. This month, did you make a financial contribution to a Sunni scholar
(or the imam, muezzin or worker of a masjid)?

One yearly pious deed

70. This year, did you travel in a one-month qafilah according to the
schedule?

Two lifetime pious deeds

71. Have you read the lifetime syllabus?

72. Have you travelled in an uninterrupted 12-month qafilah and
completed different courses (12 Religious Works course, 7-day

Islah-e-Amaal [i.e. reformation of deeds] course, 7-day Faizan-e-
Namaz course)

The Amir of Ahl al-Sunna’s dua

O Allah! Whoever sincerely acts upon the Pious Deeds booklet, fills it in
everyday whilst taking account of himself, and submits it on the first of
every Islamic month to the relevant Islamic brother; do not give them
death until they recite the kalima.

Aosasadedl Jeo ) P;u;@@f
Eatlls ?
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