Qu ran'ic'SermD.n
-“ on theRecognition of

Allah Almighty

07 - November - 2025

( For Islamic Brothers )
-




Quranic Sermon on the Recognition of Allah Almighty Translated into English by Majlis-e-Tarajim (Dawat-e-Islami)

For the Blessed Friday, November 7, 2025
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Quranic Sermon on the
Recognition of Allah
Almighty

In this sermon, you will learn about...

% The recognition of Allah Almighty is an important
obligation.

< When the cow ran away in fear (an account).
< Subtle disbelief and its signs.

% What does it mean to be a servant?
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Quranic Sermon on the Recognition of Allah Almighty
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Translation: | have made an intention for the Sunnah of i‘tikaf.

The Excellence of Reciting Salat upon the beloved Prophet #i:

The final Prophet .L:as.z200 s said: “Whoever wishes for Allah Almighty to be
pleased with him in His Court should recite Salat upon me in abundance.”?

ssmadeiide  wasdidenls

Allah Almighty states in the Quran:
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How can you disbelieve in Allah, even though you were lifeless; then He granted

L Al-Qawl al-Badi¢, p. 128
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you life; then He will cause you to die; then He will bring you to life; and then to
Him you shall be returned?"
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Dear Islamic brothers! Allah Almighty exists; He is One and has no partner. The
noble Quran presents many kinds of evidence for the recognition of Allah
Almighty. One type is known as dald'il al-anfus. A person’s own being, his
existence, his beating heart, his breathing, his walking, his marvellous design,
his childhood, youth, and old age are stages proving Allah Almighty's existence.
These signs of His existence found within ourselves are called dald'il al-anfus.?
We have just heard the 28" verse of Surah al-Bagarah, in which some of these
dala'il al-anfus, related to the recognition of Allah Almighty, are mentioned.

First, here are a few points related to the recognition of Allah Almighty, and then,
duislze, we will listen to the translation and explanation of a blessed verse.

The Recognition of Allah is an Important Obligation

The very first and most important obligation placed upon every person is to
recognise Allah Almighty. In fact, it is the fundamental purpose of our
existence. It is stated in the noble Quran:
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And I did not create jinn and mankind but to worship Me.?

Imam Mujahid iz < 225 explains that "worship" in this verse means
recognition.* In other words, Allah Almighty created Jinn and mankind so that
they may attain His recognition.

In a Hadith Qudsi, mentioned by great saints :luizi=5sand from which they have

L Al-Quran, Al-Bagarah, verse 28; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan

2 Al-Tafsir al-Kabir, part 24, Al-Mu'min, under verse 67, vol. 9, p. 530, summarised
3 Al-Quran, Al-Dhariyat, verse 56; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan
4 Tafsir al-Baghawi, part 27, Al-Dhariyat, under verse 56, vol. 4, p. 235
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derived many rulings, Allah Almighty said: L.aa.a\,a’&f “I was a hidden treasure,
G a0 E8E G e1EzE and | wished to be known, therefore | created the
creation so that | may be known.”?

This makes it clear that the very purpose of our creation is to recognise Allah
Almighty.

Mountains Will Leave Their Place because of Your Supplications

It is stated in a blessed Hadith that the beloved Prophet .1:s.us.til s, said:

If you recognise Allah Almighty as He deserves to be recognised, you
will certainly walk upon the seas, and mountains will move from their
place because of your supplications.?

A1l Such is the power of recognising Allah Almighty! When a person is

blessed with it, he attains a very high rank, and his prayers have the effect of
moving mountains from their place.

The Mountain Began to Grow

Sayyiduna Fudayl «ziz+uiz25, once a notorious thief, later repented, performed
many good deeds, and was blessed by Allah Almighty with a lofty rank. One
day, while on a mountain in Mina, he said: “If a saint were to command this
mountain, ‘O mountain! Rise high,” it would immediately rise.” The moment
he said this, the mountain began to ascend. Sayyiduna Fudayl «ziz-i3:5 said:
“O mountain, stop! | did not command you.” Upon saying this, the mountain
stopped.?

Whoever attains the recognition of Allah Almighty reaches a high rank like this.

How is Divine Recognition Attained?

Now, an important question arises: how is the recognition of Allah Almighty

1 Kashf al-Khifa', vol. 2, p. 121, Number 2014
2 Musnad al-Firdaws, vol. 3, p. 370, Number 5123
3 Al-Risalah al-Qushayriyyah, p. 396
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attained? Sayyiduna Data Ganj Bakhsh ‘Ali al-HujwayrT «zz-2:25 has spoken
about this in great detail. He concluded that the recognition of Allah Almighty
is not attained through knowledge or intellect. It is attained solely through the
grace of Allah Almighty. The one upon whom Allah Almighty bestows His grace
is blessed with it.!

Many people have tried to recognise Allah Almighty with their intellect but
failed. Some tried to attain this recognition with their knowledge but were
unsuccessful. As a result, some people worshipped the sun, the moon, and
even trees. True recognition of Allah Almighty is not attained through intellect
or knowledge; it is only attained through the grace of Allah Almighty. When a
person is blessed with Allah’s grace, his intellect becomes enlightened, the
light of divine recognition enters his heart, and he begins to see the signs of
Allah’s existence and His power in every particle of the universe.

When the Cow Ran Away in Fear

There was a man among Bani Isra'll who once worshipped a cow. One day,
while the cow was grazing, clouds gathered, thunder roared, and lightning
struck, causing the cow to run away in fear.

This was the moment when the grace of Allah Almighty descended upon the
polytheist. He began to think that this cow, which trembles at thunder and
lightning, cannot be the Creator. Then he looked to the heavens and said, “O
Lord of the clouds!” After that, Allah Almighty sent a revelation to the Prophet
LSciiagie of that time, instructing him to go to that man, and teach him the
testimony of faith and the principles of belief.2

This is the grace of Allah Almighty! When it is bestowed upon a person, he is
blessed with divine recognition.

The Method to Attain the Grace of Allah Almighty

Now the question arises: how can we attain the grace of Allah Almighty?
Sayyiduna Data Ganj Bakhsh Al al-Hujwayri «zz-iui225, while addressing this,

1 Kashf al-Mahjab, p. 321,summarised
2 Hikayat wa Qisas, p. 34, summarised
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says: “When a person destroys his ego, he attains divine recognition, which is
called the recognition of the state.”?

In other words, when a person removes arrogance and pride from his heart,
he is blessed with the grace of Allah Almighty, and through it, he attains the
recognition of Allah Almighty.

The conclusion is that Allah Almighty exists, He is One, and He has no partner.
Signs of this fact are present in our own bodies, but as long as ego, arrogance,
and self-admiration remain, we will fail to perceive them. Therefore, it is
essential to purify ourselves of these traits, and only then, <Li=Lzey, we will
begin to see the signs of Allah’s powers in every particle of the universe.

.
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Mith jaye ye khudi tow wo jalwah kaha nahi

Darda me aap apni nazar ka hijab hun

This means that if my ego, my pride, and my self-admiration are erased, the
manifestations of Allah Almighty will appear everywhere. But alas! | am the
veil before my own sight.

A Brief Explanation of a Blessed Verse

These were a few points about divine recognition. Now, let’s turn to a brief
explanation of the following verse. Allah Almighty said:

How can you disbelieve in Allah,

1 Kashf al-Mahjab, p. 323, summarised
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This is a rhetorical question of astonishment; those who deny God are being
made to reflect: “How surprising! How can you possibly disbelieve in Allah
Almighty?” This is because:

—

=2 > 95k Tirz a.’.ay,

even though you were lifeless; then He granted you life; then He will cause you
to die; then He will bring you to life; and then to Him you shall be returned?

This verse outlines the five human states, each of which is an independent
proof of Allah’s existence.

The First State of a Human
Allah Almighty says:

z P4 ,’
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even though you were lifeless;

This is our first state. There was a time when we were nothing.
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A time elapsed upon man when he was not something worthy of mention.'

This verse humbles our ego, and our sense of self. We are being reminded,
“How can you disbelieve in Allah Almighty? How can you compare yourself to
the Omnipotent, Self-Sustaining Lord? How can you prefer your desires over
His commands? You were nothing—not even worthy of mention! Reflect on
your initial state! You did not even exist in anyone’s imagination. Is it befitting
of you to act arrogantly when it is Allah Almighty who granted you existence?
Is it befitting of you to deny His power on the basis of your own strength,

1 Al-Quran, Al-Dahr, verse 1; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan
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intellect, or knowledge? Do you dare weigh the commands of Allah Almighty
on the scale of your intellect? No! You were nothing, and He made you
something. Therefore, bow your head before Him, embody humility and

<) 59

submissiveness, and call out from the depths of your heart: dw@w Glory be
to my Lord, the Most High!”

The Second State of a Human

This was the first state; now we will explore the second state. Allah Almighty said:
9
FENEEE
then He granted you life

These are the glories of Allah Almighty! You were lifeless, and He gave you life;
transforming a mere drop of water into a living, intelligent, strong, and
powerful human being. How did He create us?

T T - T I T
¢ ;,:a“zaaw\@ub)\ubw
We created man in the best form.!

A Punjabi poet praises Allah Almighty in a unique way. The poet reminds us
that the things we are arrogant about, such as our beauty, youth, and power,
are not our own achievements, but gifts from Allah Almighty. He writes:

L2
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1 Al-Quran, Al-Tin, verse 4; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan
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Clarification: This is something to think about: Allah Almighty gives us
whatever form He wishes. The noble Quran states:
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It is He, who creates your form within the wombs "of mothers’ as He wills.!

The poet says: "If our nose had been on our forehead, our ears behind our
neck, our eyes on our shoulders, our knees in place of our ribs, and our ribs in
place of our knees, imagine how ugly we would have appeared. Is there anyone
who could object to this? Is there anyone who could change this appearance?
No, certainly not! If we were given this form, we would have had to live with
it. Yet Allah Almighty, in His infinite kindness, made this creature of clay so
beautiful and well-proportioned. Look at the eyes, the ears, the hands, the
head, the nose—all crafted with perfection! This is the appearance which
people take pride in when they look at themselves in the mirror. Who granted
us this form? We must answer:
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So Allah is the Possessor of infinite blessings, the Best Creator.”

1 Al-Quran, Ali-‘Imran, verse 6; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan
2 Al-Quran, Al-Mu'minan, verse 14; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan
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Salinity, Bitterness, Warmth, and Sweetness

Imam Abil Hanifah «izainizs once visited Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiq 2z2ices, who
asked him, “O Nu‘man! Do you know anything about the salinity of the eyes, the
bitterness of the ears, the warmth of the nostrils, and the sweetness of the lips?”

He replied, “No.”

Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiq =425 said, “It is narrated from my grandfather that the
Intercessor of the Ummah osaisaziii i, said:

Allah Almighty, through His grace and favour, placed salinity in the
eyes of the son of Adam because the eyes are made of fat, and without
it, they would melt. Allah Almighty placed bitterness in the ears of the
son of Adam so that insects would not enter and damage the brain.
Similarly, Allah Almighty placed warmth in the nostrils of the son of
Adam through which he smells; without it, the brain would decay.
Through His kindness and favour, He placed sweetness on the lips of
the son of Adam so that he could taste everything, and people could
enjoy the sweetness of speech.!

ail G224) This is the glory and greatness of Allah Almighty! Just see how

meticulously man was created; a lifeless drop transformed into a living,
walking, and intelligent human being. Should we then not prostrate in the
court of this Generous Lord and acknowledge His power? Indeed, He is One
without a partner, the only One worthy of worship. He is the One before whom

we should bow our heads and say, «YId; i 22> Glory be to my Lord, the Most High!

The Third State of a Human
Then Allah Almighty said:

5 9
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I Hilyat al-Awliya', vol. 3, p. 229, Number 3797, summarised
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then He will cause you to die;

This is the third state of man. Once he was nothing, unworthy of mention. Then
Allah Almighty gave him life. After this life, a time comes when death takes him
from this world.

This is also a proof of Allah’s existence. Death shatters the arrogance of the
proud, reduces the power of the mighty into dust, and topples the thrones of
kings. No amount of skill or scientific progress can ever avert death. Man longs to
live, yet to this day no one has escaped the clutches of death. This shows us that
there is One Who is governing the system of existence, and that is Allah Almighty.

We Must Taste Death

Once, Imam Hasan al-Basri «s=«Lizzs travelled to Rome, where he witnessed a
strange sight. In a forest stood a beautiful silk tent, guarded by armed soldiers.
The soldiers said something in their language and left. Then the great scholars
of the country arrived, spoke briefly near the tent, and departed. After them
came the physicians, then the king and his minister, each stopping at the tent,
speaking a few words, and moving on.

Imam Hasan al-Basri «ziz+iuie25 says:

| was very surprised to see this. | asked someone what was happening,
and | was told that the king’s beautiful young son passed away and is
buried in this tent. Every year, on his death anniversary, people gather
here. First, the soldiers come and say: “O son of the king! If death could
be warded off by battle, we would have saved you by risking our lives.”
Then the scholars come and say: “O son of the king! If knowledge could
have stopped death, we certainly would have saved you.” Then the
physicians come and say: “O son of the king! If there was a cure for
death, we would surely have treated you. Finally, the king and the
minister arrive, saying: “Son, we tried our best to save you, but who
can avert death? Now, our greeting is upon you until next year.”

11
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Upon hearing this, Imam Hasan al-Basri «ziz+ui3:25 made a firm intention to
never laugh again, and to spend the rest of his life absorbed in concern for the
Hereafter.!

Dear Islamic brothers! This is the reality of death. The fact that no one lives in
this world forever is proof that Allah Almighty exists and has no partner. It is
therefore our obligation to attain His recognition and, bowing our heads in His

court, say: d@nuj[,.;wi Glory be to my Lord, the Most High!

Life After Death

Dear Islamic brothers! It is in our best interest to attain the recognition of Allah
Almighty in this world and dedicate ourselves to His worship. If we fail to do
so, remember there is more to come after death.

.9 _
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then He will bring you to life; and then to Him you shall be returned?

We will be resurrected and will stand before Allah Almighty to account for
every moment of our lives. Therefore, it is best that we correct ourselves
today, attain the recognition of Allah Almighty, and spend our lives in His
worship and in deeds that are pleasing to Him.

Subtle Disbelief and Its Signs
Perhaps some of you think, 4« J:s, we are Muslims, we believe in Allah

Almighty, and we have firm faith in 419 41Y, so we have attained the

recognition of Allah Almighty. Indeed, we are Muslims, believers in Allah
Almighty, and reciters of the testimony of faith. However, we also need to
heed what Imam al-Ghazali «zz+135 has mentioned. He writes:

! Tadhkirat al-Awliya', p. 17
12
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One type of disbelief is that which is apparent (i.e., due to which a
person leaves the fold of Islam, such as denying the existence of Allah,
the Prophets, the heavenly books, or the Day of Judgement). Another
type is 'subtle disbelief’. (This refers to a person who is a Muslim,
recites the testimony of faith, believes in Allah, His Messengers, His
books, and the Day of Judgement, but his character resembles that of
a disbeliever).

Giving an example of this, Imam al-Ghazall <=+ L1:25 says:

Every person who turns away from Allah, lives only for the world, and
is satisfied with it, also falls into this category (meaning they are
outwardly Muslim, but their actions mirror that of a disbeliever).!

Similarly, the noble Quran gives an example:

,:A.g(};am’dléi;&,;;a.p‘ a0 G (e &35 55

Do observe, he who made his desire his god, and Allah left him to stray
knowingly,?

14kl O devotees of the Prophet! Reflect upon this. We do not deny Allah

Almighty; AJ‘;:JC\.szT, we are Muslims, but think about how many forms of
subtle disbelief (i.e., characteristics of the disbelievers) exist within us? Do we
not prefer this world over the Hereafter? Do we miss obligatory prayers for the
sake of a few pennies? Are acts of disobedience to Allah Almighty committed
in the name of social honour on occasions like weddings? Do we not succumb
to our desires and disregard the commands of Allah Almighty? Unfortunately,
this is widespread in our communities.

People miss the Fajr prayer for the sake of comfort, grow lazy in prayers for worldly
gain, and prioritise their desires over Allah’s commands. How astonishing! How can
we do this, while Allah Almighty is the One who gave us life when we were nothing,

Llhya' al-‘Ulam, vol. 4, p. 159 summarised
2 Al-Quran, Al-Jathiyah, verse 23; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan
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created us, and blessed us with countless favours? Soon we will face death, enter
the grave, and stand in His court to account for every deed.

What Does It Mean to Be a Servant?
O devotees of the Prophet! We believe we are servants of Allah Almighty. Our

belief is: <Y1, but we need to become true servants in the full sense.

Once, Sayyiduna Ibrahim b. Adham «z-li225 needed a slave, so he went to
the market, bought a slave, and took him home.

He asked, “What is your name?”

The slave replied, “Whatever name you call me by, that will be my name.”
He then asked, “What do you eat?”

The slave answered, “I will eat whatever you feed me.”

Then he said, “If you have any desire, tell me.”

The slave responded, “Whatever your desire is, that is my desire. | am a slave,
and a slave has no concern with such things.”

Upon hearing this, Sayyiduna lbrahim ibn Adham «iz-iizs thought: “If only |
could be such an obedient servant of Allah.”?

O devotees of the Prophet! This is what it truly means to be a servant. A servant
has no desires and always submits to the will of his master. Therefore, we
should follow Allah’s commands, not our desires. Let our lives be guided by
Allah’s decree, the Shariah, the blessed Ahadith, and the teachings of our
religion. This is our true well-being, our success in this world and the Hereafter,
and our rightful duty. May Allah Almighty grant us the ability to act upon this.

dlesasalestl foo A W3 5o sl
‘/ - -

IEVRE N IR N

! Tadhkirat al-Awliya', p. 78
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An Introduction to the Kalimah & Dua Mobile Application

Dear Islamic brothers! Dawat-e-Islami's |L.T. Department has launched a
beautiful mobile application named Kalimah & Dua.

e This application can be used to teach children easily.
e |t contains the 6 Kalimahs with audio pronunciation and translations.

e It also includes 16 daily supplications with pronunciation and
translation, such as the supplication for drinking water, the
supplication before and after eating, the supplication for drinking milk,
and the supplication before sleeping. It also contains sunan and
etiquettes on various topics.

e Install this application on your mobile phones to benefit from it and
encourage others to do the same.

What is Correct?

(Bringing the sermon to a close, here is the correct religious ruling regarding a
common misconception:)

Ruling: When offering a prayer while seated, the extent of rukid® (bowing) is
that the forehead should come in line with the knees.

Explanation: Our first preference should be to perform even voluntary prayers
while standing, as there is greater reward in it. However, if a person offers a
voluntary prayer while seated, it is permissible. Similarly, if a sick person offers
a prayer while seated, and Shariah permits him to do so, there is no harm in it.

However, when performing rukd‘ while sitting, some people become confused
about how far they should bow. Some lower their heads slightly, while others
bow so far that it resembles a prostration. The religious ruling in this regard is
that if one prays while seated, he should bow only to the extent that the
forehead comes in line with the knees. Bowing more than this is makriih tanzihi
(disliked, though not prohibited). Imam Ahmad Rida Khan -iz -li 225 has

15
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thoroughly researched this matter in al-Fatawa al-Ridawiyyah.' May Allah
Almighty grant us the ability to learn the correct Islamic rulings and act upon them.

Ssasiafott fo gl e il
‘/ - -
The Blessings of the Names of Allah (al-Asma' al-Husna) (A

Spiritual Practice)

(O All-Wise!)
Whoever recites 2521 80 times after each of the five daily prayers will never be in
need of anyone. «iZLza.2 May Allah Almighty grant us the ability to act upon this.

dasasadetttdeoca )l WSla sl Casl
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1 Al-Fatawa al-Ridawiyyah, vol. 6, p. 157, selected
2 Madani Panj Surah, p. 252
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