How Many Sujood Must Be Offered If the Same Ayah of

Sajdah Was Repeated Multiple Times While Travelling?
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Question
What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the
following: | am a Hafiz of the Qur’an. By the grace of Allah, it is my
routine that while going to and from work or while travelling, I
recite the Holy Qur’an. If while travelling I repeatedly recite an ayah
of sajdah, will it be necessary for me to do sajdah for each time I
recite it? [ usually travel on my motorbike but occasionally travel on
public transportation as well.
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It will be Wajib to do sajdah for each time an ayah of sajdah is
recited while riding a motorbike. However, when traveling on
public transportation, one sajdah will be Wajib when repeating the
same ayah. Before the explanation of this ruling, it is necessary to
know some noteworthy points, which are:

If one ayah of sajdah is repeated in a majlis (one sitting) then
considering easiness, Shari’ah has commanded that only one sajdah
tilawah is Wajib. However, if the ayah of sajdah or majlis is changed,
a separate sajdah is Wajib each time.

There are many ways the majlis can change. Sometimes the majlis
can change based by the changing of the travelers vehicle.
Regarding when majlis will be changed in this case, the summary of
what the scholars have said is that if the transportation is such that
the traveler has the ability to stop it, the majlis will change as the
transportation moves, regardless of the vehicle. If the traveler is not
able to stop the transportation, the majlis will not change just by the
moving of the transportation (In this case, if there is any other
reason for the majlis to change besides this, it will change). The
reason for differentiation is that in the first case, the traveler having
the ability to stop his transportation is the reason for considering



the movement of the transportation as the movement of the
traveler. In the second case, the traveler’s inability to stop the
transportation is the reason for not considering the movement of
the transportation as the traveler’s movement.

According to this explanation, when driving a motorbike or a car
himself, the driver has the ability to stop the vehicle which is why
moving of the transportation changes the majlis as well, thus, each
time, a sajdah will become Wajib upon him. Public transportation is
different than this because the driver is usually not submissive to
the traveler i.e., they aren’t obligated to obey the traveler and stop
wherever they tell him to. This is why the moving of this
transportation will not change the majils and reading an ayah of
Sajdah multiple times will only cause one Sajdah to become Wajib.
However, if the driver is obedient to the traveler, meaning he is
obligated to stop the car wherever the rider says (as is the case in
booking a ride), the vehicle’s movement will change the majlis.
Repeating an ayah of sajdah in one majlis will only make one sajdah
Wajib, but changing of the majlis or ayah will make a separate
sajdah Wajib each time. It is mentioned in Multaga Al-Abhur and its
Sharah (analysis) Majma’ Al-Anhur:
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(Multaga Al-Abhur Ma’a Majma’ Al-Anhur, Vol. 1, Pg. 158, Publ. Dar Al-lThya Al-Turath
Al-Arabiy)

It is stated in Bahar-e-Shari’at regarding this:
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Translation: Reciting or listening to the same ayah of sajdah
multiple times in one majlis will only cause one sajdah to become
Wajib, even if he listens to it from multiple individuals. Just like that,
if he reads an ayah and then listens to the same ayah from a

different person, even then only one sajdah will be necessary. (Bahar-
e-Shari’at, Vol.1, Pg. 735, Publ. Maktaba-Tul-Madinah, Karachi)



Having the ability to stop the transportation means that the majils
will change with its movement, otherwise not. The scholars have
given the example of an animal and a boat that is powered by wind.
The ability to stop the animal is the reason why when it moves the
majlis will change as well, but a sailboat (that only sails with the
wind) cannot be stopped, so the majlis will not change when it
moves. It is mentioned in Mabsoot Sarakhsi:
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(Mabsoot Sarakhsi, Vol. 2, Pg. 14, Publ. Dar Al-Ma’rifa, Beirut)
An additional explanation and the reason for the differences is given
in Badai’ Al-Sanai’:
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(Badai’ Al-Sanai’, Vol. 1, Pg. 182, Publ. Dar Al-Kutub Al-‘IImiyah, Beirut)
Sadr Al-Shari’ah Mufti Muhammad Amjad Ali A’zami +Jscdli.~, Says:
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Translation: If someone is in a boat and it is moving, the majlis will
not change. The ruling of a train should be the same. If he is riding



an animal and it is moving, the majlis will change as well. However,

if he is praying salah on the vehicle, then the majlis will not change.
(Bahar-e-Shari’at, Vol. 1, Pg. 736, Publ. Maktaba-Tul-Madina, Karachi)

If a riding animal gets startled and starts running, its movement will
not change the majlis because stopping him isn’t possible. Thus, it is
stated in Fatawa Shami and Tawali’ Al-Anwaar:
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(Fatawa Shami, Vol. 3, Pg. 319, Publ. Dar Al-Fikr, Beirut)
Rowboats (that are moved by oars) can be stopped. Therefore,

when they move, the majlis will change. It is mentioned in Tawali
Al-Anwaar:

(Tawali’ Al-Anwaar, Manuscript. 6.1)
Regarding this it says in Umdah Al-Ri’ayah:

(Sharh Wiqayah Ma’a Umdah Al-Ri’ayah, Vol. 2, Pg. 90, Publ. Multan)
The scholars have also mentioned these same details about the
changing of majlis while buying and selling. Thus, it says in Durar
Al-Hukkam Sharhu Majalah Al-Ahkaam about boats and trains:
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(Durar Al-Hukkam Sharhu Majalah Al-Ahkaam, Vol. 1, Pg. 155, Publ. Dar Al-Jeel)

In Al-Figh Al-Islam Wa Adillatihi it says regarding boats, planes and
trains:
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(Al-Figh Al-Islam Wa Adillatihi, Vol 5 Pg 3329, Dar Al Flkr Damascus)



(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger ﬁi@jg\jg;lhiﬁ\}z

knows best.)
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