Can One Recite Out Loud When offering Witr Salah

alone?

Darulifta Ahlesunnat (pawateislami)
Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the
following: Does the one offering salah individually have to recite
quietly in all three rak’aat of witr or is he allowed to recite out load
as well? Someone told me with the reference of an urdu fatwa that a
munfarid (the one offering salah alone) cannot recite out loud in
witr.
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The one offering witr alone within its stipulated time has the choice
to recite both ways, sirri (quietly) and jahri (out loud) but jahri is
preferred.
The principle in this matter is that those salah in which it is wajib
upon the imam to recite quietly in jama’ah, it is also wajib to recite
quietly when offering those salah alone. Therefore, the munfarid
will recite quietly in the third rak’ah of Maghrib, the third and
fourth rak’ah of ‘Isha, and all rak’at of Zuhr and ‘Asr. The salah in
which it is wajib upon the imam to recite out loud, such as the first
two rak’at of Fajr, Maghrib, and ‘Isha, and all rak’aat of Taraweeh,
the munfarid has the choice to recite quietly and out loud in those
salah. If witr is offered with jama’ah as well, as is done in the month
of Ramadan, it is wajib for the imam to recite out loud in all three
rak’aat. Therefore, when one offers Witr alone within its stipulated
time, he has the choice to recite quietly or out loud in all three rak’at
of Witr. But reciting out loud is preferred.
But remember, in the case that a munfarid is given a choice to recite
out loud, if he chooses to recite out loud, he shouldn’t raise his voice
as much as an Imam would because no one is there to listen to him.
He should suffice on the lowest level of ‘Jahr’ which is to recite loud
enough that those who aren’t close to him can also hear, such as the
people in the first saf(row).



Furthermore, a munfarid is given the choice to recite out loud in
Witr and other salah (which has been explained above) only if he is
offering them within their stipulated time. If he is offering the gada’
of jahri salah, the munfarid doesn’t have the choice of reciting out
loud, rather it is wajib upon him to recite quietly.

Regarding the above-mentioned principle, Allamah Abdul-Ghani
Nabulsiwlae~,(d. 1143 AH) stated in his explanation on Hadiyah Ibn

Al-‘Emad of Allamah Abdul-Rahman ‘Emadi Hanafiz.~ Jlode (d. 1051
AH):

(Nihayah Al-Murad Fi Sharhi Hadiyah Ibn Al-‘Emad, p. 508, Publ. Dar Al-Beiruti,
Damascus)

The author of Tanwir Al-Absar, Allamah Shams-Uddin Tumurtashi
Hanafiz~ J)lede(d. 1004 AH) states in his explanation on Mustatab

Zad Al-Faqir, a book of Muhaqiq Ala’ Al-Itlag, Imam Ibn Hummam
ioe= Jlede(d. 861 AH) in the chapter of wajibat of salah:
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(I'anah Al-Hageer Sharh Zad Al-Fageer, p. 338, Publ. Dar Al-Nawadir, Damasccus)
When a munfarid is offering a jahri salah within its time, it is better

for him to recite in the lowest level of jahr, as Allamah ‘Ala-Uddin
Haskafii.x Jlale(d. 1088 AH) states:
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(Al-Durr Al-Mukhtar Ma’a Radd Al-Muhtar, Vol. 2, p. 306, Publ. Quetta)
Explaining the lowest level of jahr, Allamah Ibn ‘Abideen Shami.Js

i J(d. 1252 AH) states:
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(Radd Al-Muhtar ‘Ala Al-Durr Al-Mukhtar, Vol. 2, p. 309, Publ. Quetta)
A munfarid is given the choice of reciting out loud in a jahri salah
only when he is offering it within the time. If he is offering qada’, it

is wajib to recite quietly, as Allamah Ibrahim Halbizi.s JleJ<(d. 956
AH) stated in Multaga Al-Abhur:
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In the explanation of this, Allamah Abdul-Rahman Kalibooli,
famously known as ‘Shaykhi Zada” and ‘Damad Afandi’z.~ )4 le(d.

1078 AH) states:
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(Multaga Al-Abhur Wa Sharhih Majma’ Al-Anhur, Vol. 1, p. 156, Publ. Quetta)
If a munfarid is offering jahri salah within the stipulated time, he
has the choice of reciting out loud. But if he is offering qada’ of a
jahri salah, reciting quietly is wajib, as stated by Sadr Al-Shari’ah
Mufti Amjad ‘Ali A’zamia. et (d. 1367 AH):
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Translation: It is wajib for the imam to recite out loud in the first

two rak’at of Fajr, Maghrib, and ‘Isha and all the rak’aat of Jum’ah,
both Eids, Taraweeh, and Witr of Ramadan. In the third rak’ah of
Maghrib, third and fourth rak’aat of ‘Isha, and all rak’aat of Zuhr and
‘Asr, it is wajib to recite quietly... In jahri salah, the one offering
individually has a choice, but it is better to recite out loud given that
he is offering ‘ada’ (within the time). But in gada’ it is wajib to recite

quietly. (Bahar-e-Shari’at, Vol. 1, Sect. 3, p. 544-545, Publ. Maktaba-Tul-Madinah,
Karachi)

Regarding the lowest and highest level of jahr, he (ls i) states:
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Translation: Jahr means that others, i.e. those standing in the first
row can hear him. This is the lowest level and there is no maximum

for this. ‘Quietly’ means that one can hear himself. (Bahar-e-Shari’at, Vol.
1, Sect. 3, p. 544, Publ. Maktaba-Tul-Madinah, Karachi)
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger Lz ;dl3slsil Lo

knows best.)
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