
Can One Recite Out Loud When offering Witr Salah 
alone? 

Darulifta Ahlesunnat (Dawateislami) 

Question 

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the 
following: Does the one offering salah individually have to recite 
quietly in all three rak’aat of witr or is he allowed to recite out load 
as well? Someone told me with the reference of an urdu fatwa that a 
munfarid (the one offering salah alone) cannot recite out loud in 
witr. 
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The one offering witr alone within its stipulated time has the choice 
to recite both ways, sirri (quietly) and jahri (out loud) but jahri is 
preferred. 
The principle in this matter is that those salah in which it is wajib 
upon the imam to recite quietly in jama’ah, it is also wajib to recite 
quietly when offering those salah alone. Therefore, the munfarid 
will recite quietly in the third rak’ah of Maghrib, the third and 
fourth rak’ah of ‘Isha, and all rak’at of Zuhr and ‘Asr. The salah in 
which it is wajib upon the imam to recite out loud, such as the first 
two rak’at of Fajr, Maghrib, and ‘Isha, and all rak’aat of Taraweeh, 
the munfarid has the choice to recite quietly and out loud in those 
salah. If witr is offered with jama’ah as well, as is done in the month 
of Ramadan, it is wajib for the imam to recite out loud in all three 
rak’aat. Therefore, when one offers Witr alone within its stipulated 
time, he has the choice to recite quietly or out loud in all three rak’at 
of Witr. But reciting out loud is preferred. 
But remember, in the case that a munfarid is given a choice to recite 
out loud, if he chooses to recite out loud, he shouldn’t raise his voice 
as much as an Imam would because no one is there to listen to him. 
He should suffice on the lowest level of ‘Jahr’ which is to recite loud 
enough that those who aren’t close to him can also hear, such as the 
people in the first saf(row). 



Furthermore, a munfarid is given the choice to recite out loud in 
Witr and other salah (which has been explained above) only if he is 
offering them within their stipulated time. If he is offering the qada’ 
of jahri salah, the munfarid doesn’t have the choice of reciting out 
loud, rather it is wajib upon him to recite quietly. 
Regarding the above-mentioned principle, Allamah Abdul-Ghani 
Nabulsi رحمه الله (d. 1143 AH) stated in his explanation on Hadiyah Ibn 

Al-‘Emad of Allamah Abdul-Rahman ‘Emadi Hanafi الرحمة عليه  (d. 1051 

AH):  
 حفص: الجھر افضل  یب ، عن ا جھری مایف ری  تخی الامام و یخفی  مایف یخفی اما المنفرد ف

(Nihayah Al-Murad Fi Sharhi Hadiyah Ibn Al-‘Emad, p. 508, Publ. Dar Al-Beiruti, 
Damascus) 

The author of Tanwir Al-Absar, Allamah Shams-Uddin Tumurtashi 
Hanafi عليه الرحمة (d. 1004 AH) states in his explanation on Mustatab 

Zad Al-Faqir, a book of Muhaqiq Ala’ Al-Itlaq, Imam Ibn Hummam 
 :in the chapter of wajibat of salah (d. 861 AH) عليه الرحمة

 و ی ۃالجھر یالجھر ف منھا و
ً
لو   و الوتر و حیالتراو  و  نیدیالع و ۃالجمع  و  نیالعشاء یاول  الفجر و یھ ان کان اماما

 ۃئیھ ی الاداء عل کونیالجھر افضل ل و ہیف جھری مایف ری  خیوجوب الجھر بالامام لان  المنفرد  دی  ق و قضاءً۔۔۔

 ھذا اذا کان م افضل و ۃاقام لھذا کان اداؤہ باذان و  و ۃالجماع
 
 یؤد
ً
 ا

(I’anah Al-Haqeer Sharh Zad Al-Faqeer, p. 338, Publ. Dar Al-Nawadir, Damasccus) 

When a munfarid is offering a jahri salah within its time, it is better 
for him to recite in the lowest level of jahr, as Allamah ‘Ala-Uddin 
Haskafi عليه الرحمة (d. 1088 AH) states: 

 بادناہ  یکتفی  ھو افضل و و  الجھر یالمنفرد ف ریخی و

(Al-Durr Al-Mukhtar Ma’a Radd Al-Muhtar, Vol. 2, p. 306, Publ. Quetta) 

Explaining the lowest level of jahr, Allamah Ibn ‘Abideen Shami  عليه

  :states (d. 1252 AH) الرحمة

 اعلاه لا حد له كاهل الصف الاول و الجهر اسماع غيره ممن ليس بقربه ادنى و

(Radd Al-Muhtar ‘Ala Al-Durr Al-Mukhtar, Vol. 2, p. 309, Publ. Quetta) 

A munfarid is given the choice of reciting out loud in a jahri salah 
only when he is offering it within the time. If he is offering qada’, it 
is wajib to recite quietly, as Allamah Ibrahim Halbi عليه الرحمة (d. 956 

AH) stated in Multaqa Al-Abhur: 



 وقتہ   یان کان ف یالفرض الجھر  یف و لینفل الل یالمنفرد ف ری  خ و

In the explanation of this, Allamah Abdul-Rahman Kalibooli, 
famously known as ‘Shaykhi Zada’ and ‘Damad Afandi’ ةعليه الرحم  (d. 

1078 AH) states:  
من فاتته  : ویۃقال صاحب الھدا  یحت ری تخیلا  و  خافتیالجھر  یوقتہ( لان المنفرد اذا قض  ی)بقولہ: ان کان ف دیق

لا يتخير هو الصحيح لان   ن كان وحده خافت وا  و العشاء فصلاها بعد طلوع الشمس ان ام فيها جهر ۃصلا

  ولم يوجد احدهما تخييرحق المنفرد على وجه ال یجماعة حتما او بالوقت فالجهر يختص اما بال

(Multaqa Al-Abhur Wa Sharhih Majma’ Al-Anhur, Vol. 1, p. 156, Publ. Quetta) 

If a munfarid is offering jahri salah within the stipulated time, he 
has the choice of reciting out loud. But if he is offering qada’ of a 
jahri salah, reciting quietly is wajib, as stated by Sadr Al-Shari’ah 
Mufti Amjad ‘Ali A’zami عليه الرحمة (d. 1367 AH): 

ر ج 
رورورف  ب 

ارکیرمغ  معہرورپ ہ لیرعش  ری ردی رعردوراوررج  اورورن  رتر رکیرحری  ررمض ان  رمرراورروتر رسب  رکیری  ب 
راوررمغ  رہ  رواج ب  رج ہ  رامامرت 

ر
ارکیریسری رتر رراوررعش 

ھرریسری رتر
ر روعصررکیرات رریاوررج وپ ہ 

رونرمررظ  رمامررکعت رپ ۔۔۔ری  رہ  ڑھی ارواج ب  رہرت  ررآہ سی ونرمرریج ہ  رپ مار  دررری  مت ف 

رر ی رراری رکوراخ  ڑھےرہ  رج ی کہرادارت  رہ  لرج ہ 
۔رروراراورراف ض  رہ  ڑھی ارواج ب  رہرت  ورآہ سی

ر رت رض اءرہ  رف  ج ب 
Translation: It is wajib for the imam to recite out loud in the first 
two rak’at of Fajr, Maghrib, and ‘Isha and all the rak’aat of Jum’ah, 
both Eids, Taraweeh, and Witr of Ramadan. In the third rak’ah of 
Maghrib, third and fourth rak’aat of ‘Isha, and all rak’aat of Zuhr and 
‘Asr, it is wajib to recite quietly… In jahri salah, the one offering 
individually has a choice, but it is better to recite out loud given that 
he is offering ‘ada’ (within the time). But in qada’ it is wajib to recite 
quietly. (Bahar-e-Shari’at, Vol. 1, Sect. 3, p. 544-545, Publ. Maktaba-Tul-Madinah, 
Karachi) 
Regarding the lowest and highest level of jahr, he ( رحمة الله عليه) states: 

ر رکےررج ہ  رمعن رری  رہ رری  روہرکہرصفِراولرمرریعن رت رکہردوسرےرلوگرری  رہ رری  رر،ی  رسکررسن  رر۔ی   رری 
 
ررادن راورراعلی  رہ  رردرج 

ے
رکون لئے خدرررکےر

ررپ ہ ر رمفر رہرری  راوررآہ سی سکے۔ری  ر ودرسنُ 
 کہرج 

Translation: Jahr means that others, i.e. those standing in the first 
row can hear him. This is the lowest level and there is no maximum 
for this. ‘Quietly’ means that one can hear himself. (Bahar-e-Shari’at, Vol. 
1, Sect. 3, p. 544, Publ. Maktaba-Tul-Madinah, Karachi) 
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knows best.) 
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