
How Deep Should a Grave Be? (Detailed Fatwa) 

Darulifta Ahlesunnat (Dawateislami) 

Question 
What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: What 
guidance does Sharī’aĥ provide regarding the depth of the grave, meaning how deep 
should the grave be? Some people in our group only dig the grave deep enough so 
that the body is hidden when laid in it, which is approximately one and a half to two 
feet deep. Then, they cover the top with a slab and put the dirt on top. Please 
provide guidance with evidence so that I can show the people in my group and then 
they will prepare the graves accordingly. 
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Islam is the religion of ‘Fitrah’ (natural disposition) and nature requires that the body 
be buried deep enough into the ground that wild animals cannot eat the body in a 
general case, the winds do not cause the upper part of the grave to easily open up, 
and so the secrets affairs of Allah Almighty and the decomposed body of the 
deceased do not become exposed to the people. Due to these reasons, Islam has 
instructed that the deceased be buried in the grave and that the grave be dug deep. 
Digging the grave one or two feet isn’t sufficient because there is a likely chance 
that the body will get exposed or that the animals will dig up the body. Especially 
during rain or due to other water related causes, graves become exposed. Because 
of this, the ruling of Sharī’aĥ regarding the depth of the grave is that it is best for the 
grave to be dug equal to the height of a standing person. The middle level is that the 
grave be dug equal the chest of a person. Otherwise, the grave should be dug at 
least equal to half the height of a person; it shouldn’t be any less than this. 
Furthermore, there is no difference in the depth of the grave for a male and female. 
The above-mentioned ruling is for both, men and women. 
Burying the deceased is a Qur’anic command. Thus, it is stated in The Noble Qur’an: 

ُ غُرَاباً ﴿ لاْرَْض  ل   یف   بْحَثُ یَٰ فبََعَثَ الٰلّه ِؕیْ سَوْءَةَ اخَ   یْ وَار  یُ  فَ یْ كَ  ه  یَ ر  یُ ا ٰۤییْ وَ یه قاَلَ  -ه  ه كُوْنَ م ثْلَ هه  لتَ َ سَوْءَةَ   یَ ذَا الغُْرَاب  فاَوَُار  اعََجَزْتُ انَْ ا
م   -یْْۚاخَ   نَ النٰهد   ﴾ (31)نَ یْ فاَصَْبَحَ م 

Translation (Kanz-Ul-‘Irfan): Then, Allah sent a crow digging then earth to show him 
how to conceal his brother’s corpse. He (Qabil) said: “Alas! I could not even be like 
this crow to conceal my brother’s corpse. 
Thus, he became one of the remorseful. (Part 5, Surah Al-Ma’idah, Verse No. 31) 
It is stated in Tasir Al-Qurtubi under this verse: 
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Translation: Burying the deceased and hiding it in dirt is wajib due to the mentioned 
verse. (Al-Jami’ Li-Ahkam Al-Qur’an Lil-Qurtubi, Vol. 4, p. 301, Publ. Dar Al-Kutub Al-Misriyah, 
Cairo) 
Burying the deceased is a way of honoring it. Thus, it is stated in The Noble Qur’an: 



تہَ  فاَقَْبَرَہ    ﴾ ﴿ثمَُٰ امََا
Translation (Kanz-Ul-‘Irfan): Then He caused him to die, se He made him enter the 
grave. (Part 30, Surah ‘Abas, Verse No. 21) 
Explaining the wisdoms of burial, Shah Abdul-‘Aziz Muhaddith Dehlwi  عليه اللہ رحمة  

states: 
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ائ ہدکمہہ وج  ارہاسےہع ت  ی اجر ہ۔ہ ہب  لہہت  ہکےہ ہہہکیہق ہت ہطرہاشہت 

ہی ہع  علہہت 
 ۔ہیہگی ہہیدہہمی ہسےہت 

Translation: This instruction from Allah Almighty, which was first taught to Qabeel 
by a crow due to the lack of understanding and then to the children of Adam عليه السلام 

by an angel, is a great blessing and an admirable honor. If the bodies of humans 
were left above the ground like is done with other animals, it would decompose and 
spread a foul odor and would bother people’s sense of smell. Because of this people 
would be repulsed by the body and speak negatively about it. Furthermore, 
predators and birds would tear the limbs into pieces and dirty carrion-eating animals 
would make this their meal. This would cause great disrespect to it and the secrets 
of people would get revealed and be known amongst the people causing the respect 
of that person to diminish. Without any other alternative, to honor the body, this 
method was divinely taught. (Tafsir-e-‘Azizi Translated, Part 30, p. 96, Publ. Nooriyah 
Razawiyah Publications, Faisalabad) 
It is stated in a hadith: 
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Translation: It is narrated on the authority of Ibn ‘Abbas   تعالى عنهمااللہ رضي  that The 

Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: When anyone of yours dies, prepare a good shroud for them, 

hasten to fulfill their will, and dig their grave deep. (Sharh Al-Sudoor, p. 107, Publ. Dar Al-
Ma’rifah, Beirut) 
On the day of the battle of Uhd, the blessed companions were wounded and tired. 
Despite this, The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم commanded that the graves of the martyrs be dug 

deep. Thus, it is stated in Al-Mu’jam Al-Kabir Lil-Tabarani: 
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Translation: On the day of Uhd, when the blessed companions mentioned in the 
court of The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم about their injuries and the matter of preparing a separate 

grave for each person, The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم stated: Dig the graves deep and good and 

bury two or three deceased in one grave. (Al-Mu’jam Al-Kabir Lil-Tabarani, Vol. 22, p. 172, 
Publ. Cairo) 
Shaykh Abdul-Haq Muhaddith Dehlwi  عليه اللہرحمة  states in the explanation of this 

hadith: 
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Translation: Through this we get to know that making the grave deep is a sunnah 
because it provides protection against the body being wasted. (Ashi’ah Al-Lam’aat 
Translated, Book of funeral, Chapter: burial, Sect. 2, Vol. 2, p. 876, Publ. Fareed Bookstall, Lahore) 
The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم has also told the reason for digging the graves deep. Thus, it is 

stated in a hadith: 
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Translation: It is narrated from The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم that he said: Dig the graves of your 

deceased deep so that the smell does not spread. 
(Al-Hawi Al-Kabir Fi Fiqh Al-Shafi’ee, Book of funeral, Chapter: Number of shrouds, Vol. 3, p. 24, 

Publ. Beirut) 

Shaykh Khateeb Shirbeeni  عليه اللہرحمة  writes:  

  الحكمة في وجوب الدفن عدم انتهاك حرمته بانتشار رائحته واستقذار جيفته، وأكل السباع له ۔۔۔إنه لِ يكفي الدفن فيما يصنع الآن ببلاد ان

هذا ظاهر؛ لأنه ليس بدفن كما أشار إلى   إجماع السلف۔۔۔ و سع أو مقتصد شبه بيت لمخالفته الخبر وغيرهما من عقد أزج وا الشام و مصر و

وضع عليه أحجار كثيرة أو تراب أو نحو ذلك مما  الصلاح والأذرعي وغيرهما، واحترز بالحفر عما إذا وضع الميت على وجه الأرض و نذلك اب

 ذلك يكتم رائحته ويحرسه عن أكل السباع، فلا يكفي 

(Mughni Al-Muhtaj, Book of funerals, Vol. 2, p. 36, Publ. Dar Al-Kutub Al-‘Ilmiyah, Beirut) 

It is clear from the above-mentioned evidences that digging the grave deep is a 
sunnah, as stated in Al-Muhit Al-Burhani: 

ة في القبر أن يعمققوله عليه السلام: أعمقوا دليل على  في
 
 أن السن

(Al-Muhit Al-Burhani, Book of funerals, Part 32, Vol. 2, p. 193, Publ. Beirut) 

Proofs regarding how deep a grave should be:  
The depth should be up to the chest or equal to the person’s height. Regarding this, 
it is stated in Al-Muhit Al-Burhani: 

 إن عمقوا مقدار قامة الرجل فهو أحسن عنه أنه قال: يعمق القبر صدر رجل، و اللہعمر رضي   عن و

(Al-Muhit Al-Burhani, Book of funerals, Part 32, Vol. 2, p. 193, Publ. Beirut) 

It is stated in Tanwir Al-Absar Ma’a Al-Durr Al-Mukhtar:  
 ( فان زاد فحسن ۃہ مقدار نصف قام)و حفر قبر

Under this, it is stated in Radd Al-Muhtar: 
  و ۃالقام یعل  الِ و ۃنصف القام یفعلم ان الِدن  ۃری الذخ یفھو احسن کما ف ۃمقدار قام یحد الصدر وان زاد ال یالخ( او ال  ۃ)مقدار نصف قام :قولہ

 یۃ المن شرح نھما،یالِوسط ما ب

(Radd Al-Muhtar ‘Ala Al-Durr Al-Mukhtar, Book of Salah, Chapter: funerals, Topic: Buring the 
deceased, Vol. 3, p. 164, Publ. Quetta) 

It is stated in Fath Bab Al-‘Inayah: 
 السباع دفع إن زيد كان حسنا، لأنه أبلغ في منع الرائحة، و القبر نصف القامة، أو إلى الصدر، و يحفر و

(Fath Bab Al-‘Inayah Bi-Sharh Al-Niqayah, Book of Salah, Vol. 1, p. 452, Publ. Beirut) 

Shaykh Al-Islam Wal-Muslimeen, The Imam of Ahl-Us-Sunnah, Imam Ahmad Raza 
Khan   عليه اللہرحمة  writes: 

ہ ہت ہسر  ہکہہاجہعت  اہہ وی اہاشہواسطےہرکھاہہ  ہکاہگہ  ی 
ہق 
 
ہہت ۔ہکیہاءہی ہمطہ  چر

ہپ ہ ی  رہی  ہکوہض  ہصحت 
Translation: Sharī’aĥ instructed that the grave be dug deep so that it doesn’t affect 
the health of the living. (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 9, p. 382, Publ. Raza Foundation, Lahore) 



There is no difference in the depth of a grave for a male and female. Thus, Sadr Al-
Sharī’aĥ, Badr Al-Tariqah, Mufti Muhammad Amjad ‘Ali A’zami  عليهاللہ رحمة  states:  

ہ ہمہہہاورہمردہکیہعورت  ی 
ہق  قہپ ہ ہہی  رھہف  ہکچ ہکیہہی  ہہکہہعورت  ہہادہی ہر  رھہپ ہ ہہسات ہکمہ)اہہ وہاورہمردہکیہیگہ  ہکچ ہہی  یہہ(ہ 

 
ہکاہادئ ی 

ہسہہق  ہاورہاوسطہدرج  صفہق دہہ 
ہت  ی کہاورہہہہی ہت ہدرج 

ہ ہسےہپ ہ ی  ہست  ہہ و۔ہی  اپ  لیب ہرہکہہق دپ 
مہہہی  ہر  ہمہہی   ہج سہمہہی  لہہی  کالہ دےہکوہن  ورہمرر

ات  ہت سےہج  ہہ ہہت  ہکھہہی  اپ  وہق دپ 
ہہ وہت  ہجرمی ہہکہہمسلمہکیہنب ہودہاگرہممک  ہت  ہہہیہلاش  سےہمحف وظ 

۔  رہ 
Translation: There is no difference between the depth of the grave of a female and 
male such that the grave of a female should be deeper than the grave of a male (this 
is not the case). The minimum depth of a grave is half of the height of a person, the 
middle level is up to the chest, and best is that it is equal to the height of a person. 
In sandy soil, where the animals dig up the deceased from the grave, if possible, dig 
the grave equal to the height in order to protect the body of a Muslim from being 
disrespected. (Fatawa Amjadiyah, Vol. 2, p. 365, Publ. Maktabah Razawiyah, Karachi) 
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