Is it Necessary to Maintain Order in Recitation in All Four Rak’aat
of the Sunnah Mu'akkadah Prayer?

Darulifta Ahlesunnat (Dawateislami)

Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: If one
is offering the four Sunnah Mu'akkadah of Zuhr, is it necessary to maintain the order
in the recitation in all four rak’aat, or is this only necessary between the first two
units and then between the other two rak’'aat?
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Sunnah Mu’akkadah, due to its emphasis, resembles fard salah and is therefore
regarded as one entire salah in many rulings. It is due to this resemblance with fard
and the consideration of Sunnah Mu'akkadah salah to be one complete salah that it
is prohibited to recite Durood in the first ga’dah and Sana’ in the beginning of the
third rak’ah. Therefore, this resemblance also requires that all four rak’aat of the
Sunnah Mu’akkadah be treated as a one complete salah in respect to gira'ah as well,
and just like in fard salah, it should be necessary to maintain order in the gira'ah of
all four rak’aat. Furthermore, declaring it necessary to maintain order in all four
rak’aat is precautionary, which is given importance in acts of worship. For,
maintaining order in all four rak’aat isn’t a sin, but, since it is declared one complete
salah in terms of gira'ah, reciting out of order is definitely Makruh Tahrimi,
impermissible, and a sin.
The example of this (declaring it necessary to maintain order in all four rak’aat as a
precaution) is the issue of gira’ah being necessary in every rak’ah of witr salah out
of caution. Witr salah is wajib, but because of the possibility that it is a Sunnah
Mu'akkadah salah, the jurist declared gira’ah necessary in all units of witr salah out
of caution. This is because qgira'ah in all rak’aat of a fard and wajib salah isn’t
prohibited, but gira'ah is wajib in all rak’aat of nafl salah. Thus, by doing gira’ah in all
the rak’aat, one will certainly be absolved of the obligation, whereas with gira’ah in
only two rak’aat of a nafl prayer, one will not be absolved of the obligation.
Therefore, because the four rak’aat of Sunnah Mu'akkadah resemble a fard salah,
caution lies in declaring it necessary to maintain order in recitation in all rak’aat and
recitation out of order to be prohibited.
It is stated in Hashiyah Al-Tahtawi ‘Ala Al-Durr Al-Mukhtar:
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(Hashiyah Al-Tahtawi ‘Ala Al-Durr Al-Mukhtar, Vol. 2, p. 425, Publ. Dar Al-Kutub Al-limiyah, Beirut)
It is stated in Majma’ Al-Anhur and Al-Bahr Al-Ra’iq (the following words are from Al-
Bahr):
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(Al-Bahr Al-Ra’ig, Vol. 2, p. 60, Publ. Dar Al-Kitab Al-‘Islami, Beirut)
Answering the objection raised by the author of Al-Bahr Al-Ra’ig, Allamah Shami ..«

.~ JIstated the following in Radd Al-Muhtar:
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(Radd Al-Muhtar ‘Ala Al-Durr Al-Mukhtar, Vol. 2, p. 573-574, Publ. Dar Al-Ma'rifah, Beirut)
Reciting the Qur'an in order is from the wajibat of recitation and reciting out of order
is impermissible and a sin. Thus, it is stated in Radd Al-Muhtar:
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(Radd Al-Muhtar ‘Ala Al-Durr Al-Mukhtar, Book of Salah, Vol. 2, p. 183, Publ. Dar Al-Ma'rifah, Beirut)
Because of the possibility of witr being a nafl, the jurist declared gira’ah to be wajib
in all rak’aat of witr out of caution. Thus, it is stated in Al-‘Inayah Sharh Al-Hidayah:
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(Al-Inayah Sharh Al-Hidayah, Vol. 1, p. 455, Publ. Dar Al-Fikr, Beirut) <
By declaring gira’ah necessary in all rak’aat of witr salah, one can certainly be
absolved of the obligation. Therefore, gira’at was declared necessary in all rak’aat
out of caution because it is wajib to observe caution in acts of worship. Thus, it is
stated in Tawali’ Al-Anwar:
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(Tawali’ Al-Anwar, Vol. 2, p. 273, Manuscript)
Qira'at was declared fard in all rak’aat of witr out of caution due to its resemblance
with sunnah. This is because offering that which isn't necessary is better than
abandoning that which is necessary. Thus, it is stated in Munyah Al-Musalli Ma'a
Ghunyah Al-Mutamalli:
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(Munyah Al-Musalli Ma'a Ghunyah Al-Mutamalli, p. 241, Publ. Quetta)
,VLM) \ -&,J.;’— KL&AX\ MQL»\%W)JUL}) .»—,V.L»\A)JU
(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger L.l (pc knows best.)
Answered By: Mufti Muhammad Qasim Attari
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