Will One Perform Qasr if They Stop to Visit a Friend During Shar'i
Traveling?

Darulifta Ahlesunnat (Dawateislami)

Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: Some
people are planning on traveling from Gujrat to Lahore. But they also plan to stop in
Gujranwala to meet some ‘ulama. First, they will go to Gujranwala. Then, after the
meetings, they will continue their journey to Lahore. For this very reason, they plan on
leaving their homes earlier. The distance from Gujrat to Gujranwala is approximately
50 kilometers, and the distance from Gujranwala to Lahore is approximately 60
kilometers. So, in total, the distance is more than the distance required for shar'i travel,
i.e., 92 kilometers. Now the question is: while traveling to Lahore, will stopping at
Gujranwala disrupt the continuity of shar'i travel or not? Will they offer qasr salah or
complete salah? Please provide shar'i guidance.
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i o2 D

Sy i lie 240 O Sl estadl s o g5
In the inquired situation, the journey from Gujrat to Lahore is not continuous;
therefore, said individuals will be required to offer the complete salah.
The detail of this matter is that a shar'i travel requires a continuous (Muttasil)
journey for at least 92 kilometers. A continuous journey means to travel at least 92
kilometers uninterruptedly, without the intention of purposely stopping anywhere in
between. However, any stop related to the journey, such as for salah, food and
water, or resting, will not cause interruption in the journey, regardless of the duration
of the stop, as these things are generally required during travel. Therefore, if one
does not intend a continuous journey, but instead, the journey is divided into parts, it
will not be continuous; instead, it will be declared interrupted, even if the stay is for a
short duration, such as half an hour or an hour. For example, they intend that “we
will stop somewhere for some work, we will meet someone, or we will travel to
another place from there”.
A similar case is that of a company’s product marketer who sometimes even travels
more than 92 kilometers, and sometimes hundreds of kilometers between two
cities. He doesn't intend to travel the entire distance in one go; rather, he intends to
meet the retailers in the towns and cities that come along the way. Even though he
stops at these places only for a short period, since his journey is intentionally
divided into parts from the beginning and he does not travel for at least 92
kilometers continuously, this person is therefore not a traveler.
For gasr salah, it is necessary to travel continuously for the distance of shar'i travel,
one in which there is no intention to stop for any work. Explicitly stating this, the
Imam of Ahl-us-Sunnah, A’'la Hazrat, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan ks Jsalzes, Writes:
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Translation: When the distance is not equal to the distance of (shar'i) travel, or it is,
but the initial intention is to travel to a city which is at a distance less than that of
(shar’i) travel, and then a new intention is made for traveling to another city (which in
total amounts to the distance of shar'i travel), in both cases, the ruling is clear that
qasr will not be offered. Similarly, when one starts traveling with the intention of
going the distance of (shar'i) travel, and that is the final destination, but the traveler
has some work in between, the ruling is clear that he will offer gasr because the final
destination will be considered. But there is some unclarity in the case that one
leaves intending to go to multiple destinations and each of them are [=)Ls,ws.] i.€.

individual destination; the final destination is at the distance of (shar'i) travel, but he
began traveling firstly intending to go to the destination which is less than the
distance of (shar’i) travel, then later he travels to the other destination, and then the
final destination. In this case, will his intention of traveling to the destination which
is at a distance of (shar'i) travel, be considered, although he currently doesn’t intend
to go there at the time of beginning his travel, but rather intends to go to another
place? Or will his current intention be considered, consequently obligating him to
offer the complete salah? According to the [53L1], i.e., unrestricted nature, of the text

of Al-Bazzaziyah and Al-Fath, he must offer his complete salah. (Jadd Al-Mumtar, Vol. 3,
p. 575, Publ. Maktabah-Tul-Madinah, Karachi)
It is stated in Bahar-e-Sharrat:
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Translation: It is also a condition for them to have an intention of traveling
continuously on the journey of three days. For example, if they made the intention of
stopping somewhere for some work after traveling the distance of two days, then
after that, they will continue to travel for the distance of another day; this is not the
intention of a continuous journey of three days, and therefore, they are not a traveler.
(Bahar-e-Sharr'at, Pt. 4, p. 743, Publ. Maktabah-Tul-Madinah, Karachi)
Purposefully intending to make a stop will cause discontinuity of the journey,
regardless of how short the stay is. But stopping for something related to the
journey will not cause discontinuity of the journey. The proof of this is the ‘Itlaq’
(unrestricted text) of the scholars. Thus, A’'la Hazrat, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan .~

ke Jls writes:
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Translation: If one intends to travel continuously 57.5 miles from their place and

that is their intended destination, and they do not intend to go anywhere in between,

nor do they intend to stay there for 15 days, they will offer gasr. Otherwise not.
(Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 8, p. 270, Publ. Raza Foundation, Lahore)

He also writes:
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Translation: The one who is a resident and travels with the intention of going a
distance of 5, 10, 20, or 30 kaws (the unit for measuring distance), will never
become a (shar'i) traveler even if they travel the entire world this way, and they will
always offer the complete salah. Until they travel an entire 36 kaws, i.e., 57.5 miles,
with a single intention, such that they do not intend to stop anywhere in between, or
if they intend to travel 200 miles in segments, i.e. | will do so-and-so work after 20
miles, then | will travel another 30 miles then another 25 miles, etc. until 200 miles,
they will not become a traveler because they don’t have an intention of traveling a

complete 57(.5) miles all together. (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 8, p. 268, Publ. Raza Foundation,
Lahore)

Incidental stops, such as stopping to eat, drink, or rest, do not interrupt the journey
because when traveling three days (i.e., 92 km), it is not a condition for one to move
the entire time. Thus, ‘Allamah ‘Ala-Uddin Haskafi . s Jsaaes, (d. 1088 AH/ 1677

CE) writes:
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Translation: Traveling all day, until the night, is not a condition.
Under the above-mentioned text, it is stated in Radd Al-Muhtar:
S oS lad) 25 Y ssSlall s ety S5 59 3L ) ()b ot ¥ g ) 1058
Translation: (It is not a condition) because the traveler must dismount for eating,

drinking, and offering salah. The majority of the day is ruled as the whole day. (Al-Durr
al-Mukhtar Ma'a Radd al-Muhtar, Vol. 2, p. 724, Publ. Quetta)

Incidentally stopping, even if it is for a long time, will not interrupt the journey.
Explicitly mentioning this, A'la Hazrat, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan «is Jlsalie, wWrites:
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Translation: If one intends to travel from his place of residence to a place that is 3
‘Manzil’ (a unit for measuring distance) away, there is no doubt regarding him
becoming a traveler, even if he intends to stop during the journey incidentally, and




he also plans to stay there for one day. (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 8, p. 247, Publ. Raza
Foundation, Lahore)

The underlined part of this text is clear evidence for our claim that stopping
incidentally will not mterrupt the travel evenifitis for along perlod
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger ﬁbj@\j%j&—i&\}z knows
best.)
Answered By: Mufti Muhammad Qasim Attari
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