Until when Can the Intention for a Qada’ Fast be Made?
Darulifta Ahlesunnat (Dawateislami)

Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: An
Islamic sister has some remaining gada’ (missed) fasts that she wants to make up.
She wants to know about the following:

(1) Until when can the intention of a gada’ fast be made?

(2) If one has a few remaining fasts from the previous Ramadan and the next
Ramadan begins, should they make up the qada’ fast first or keep the fasts of the
current Ramadan?

Answer
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(1) To keep the gada’ (missed) fast, the intention of fasting must be made at night
or precisely at the time when Fajr begins. The intention made after this time will not
suffice for this fast.
(2) If one has some remaining gada’ fasts of Ramadan and the next Ramadan
begins, it is necessary to keep the fast of the current Ramadan first. It would be
impermissible and haram to make the intention of the gada’ fasts at that time. But
even if one made the intention of keeping a gada’ fast, even then, the fast would
count for the current Ramadan, and they would be sinful due to their intention. The
gada’ fast of the previous Ramadan can only be kept after this Ramadan.
The evidence is mentioned below:
Regarding the time for making the intention of a qada’ fast, it is stated in Tuhfah al-
Fugaha’, Kanz and its explanation Tabyeen (the following text is from Tabyeen):
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(Tabyeen al-Haqa'iq Sharah Kanz al-Daga’iq, Vol. 1, p. 316, Publ. Bulag, Cairo)
It is stated in Bahar-e-Sharr'at:
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Translation: Qada’ of Ramadan, Nazr Mu'ayyan, and qada’ of a nafl fast... the
intention for these fasts must be made precisely at the time of true dawn or at
nighttime. It is also necessary to make the intention of the specific fast they want to
keep. If the intention of these fasts is made during the daytime, the fast will be
regarded as nafl. (Bahar-e-Shart'at, Vol. 1, Pt. 5, p. 971, Publ. Maktaba-Tul-Madinah, Karachi)
Regarding giving precedence to ‘ada’ fast over qada’ fast, it is stated in Nahr al-Fa'iq,
al-Durr al-Mukhtar, and Majma’ al-Anhur (the following words are of Majma’ al-
Anhur):
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(Majma’ al-Anhur Sharh Multaqa al-Abhur, Vol. 1, p. 250, Publ. Dar lhya’ al-Turas al-‘Arabi)



It is stated in Radd al-Muhtar:
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(Al-Durr al-Mukhtar Ma’a Radd al-Muhtar, Vol. 3, p. 465, Publ. Quetta)
If one made the intention of keeping a gada’ fast, even then, the fast of the current
Ramadan would be fulfilled. It is stated in Nur al-Idah Wa Maraq al-Falah:
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(Maraq al-Falah Sharh Nur al-‘Idah, p. 259, Publ. Maktabah al-'Asriyah)

It is stated in Tabyeen al-Haga'iq:
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(Tabyeen al-Haqa'iq Sharah Kanz al-Daga’ig, Vol. 1, p. 336, Publ. Bulag, Cairo)

It is stated in Bahar-e-Sharr'at:
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Translation: The ruling is that the gada’ should be kept once the ‘uzr has ended and
before the following Ramadan... And if one didn't keep the fast and the next
Ramadan arrived, they should first keep the fast of this Ramadan and not the qada’
fast. If a non-ill and non-traveler made the intention of keeping the gqada’ fast, the
gada’ will not be fulfilled, but instead this fast of the current Ramadan will be
fulfilled. (Bahar-e-SharT'at, Vol. 1, p. 1004, 1005, Publ. Maktaba-Tul-Madinah, Karachi)
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger W)d\;mm\ M knows best.)
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