What is the Ruling if an Imam says the Takbeer After He Has
Already Begun Transitioning to Ruku’ or Sujood?

Darulifta Ahlesunnat (Dawateislami)

Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: Some
imams say the Takbeer-e-Intiqal (the takbeer for transition) after bending halfway
into ruku’ or sujood, and some say it after reaching the position of ruku’ or sujood.
They justify this by saying that “doing so will prevent the muqtadis from preceding
the imam in going to the next rukn (position). But if we say the takbeer while
transitioning, then the mugtadis are often seen going into the next rukn before us.”

Is this reasoning of the imam correct? If not, can we go to the next rukn if the
actions of the imam are visible to us, such as if we are standing in the first row and
we can see the imam going to and standing from ruku’ and sujood? Or is it
necessary to move to the next rukn only after the imam has said the takbeer? Please
provide guidance.

Answer
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For the Imam as well, the Sunnah method of saying the Takbeer-e-Intiqal is that he
begins saying the Takbeer-e-Intigal as soon as he begins transitioning to the next
rukn, and completes the takbeer as soon as he finishes transitioning. In other words,
the beginning and ending of the transition and the Takbeer-e-Intigal should occur
simultaneously. Contrary to this, if the imam begins the takbeer after bending down
halfway or only after completely reaching the next rukn, it is against the Sunnah,
even if this is done out of fear that the muqgtadi may precede the imam. This is
because if a muqtadi precedes the imam, the mugtadi is responsible for this, and
the blame will not fall on the imam.
However, if the imam acts contrary to the Sunnah and delays the utterance of the
takbeer, the mugtadi should move to the next rukn while reciting the takbeer in
accordance with the Sunnah by observing the imam and following him, even if the
imam has not yet started reciting the takbeer.
The details and evidence are provided below in order:
The Sunnah of saying the Takbeer-e-Intigal is that one should begin the takbeer as
soon as they begin transitioning to the next rukn and complete the takbeer once
they complete the transition. It is stated in al-Hindiyah:
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(AI-Fatéwa al-Hindiyah, Vol. 1, p. 74, Publ. Dar al-Fikr, Beirut)
It is stated in Hashiyah al-Tahtawi:
el sedla )

(Hashiyah al-Tahtawi ‘ala Maraq al-Falah, p. 351, Publ. Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyah, Beirut)
It is also Sunnah for the Imam to say the Takbeer-e-Intigal in the same manner that
was mentioned. Thus, Shaykh-ul-Islam, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan w@w‘&\m, writes:
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Translation: When going for sajdah or standing from the sajdah, the imam should
begin saying ,.5\4, and he should complete it once he completes his transition. For

the imam to take the muqtadis into consideration is contrary to the purpose of
sharrTah, as it is stated in a hadith: “an imam is appointed so that he can be
followed.” Now, for the concern that if the imam doesn’t do this, the mugqgtadis will
precede him in sajdah. (The answer to this is that) The muqtadis are responsible for
this consideration. If it takes the imam longer to reach into sajdah, they should wait
and start transitioning to sajdah at such a time that they will reach the sajdah with
the imam. The Prophet £%z instructed his companions to do this. (Fatawa Razawiyah,
Vol. 6, p. 591-592, Publ. Raza Foundation, Lahore)
For a mugtadi to begin transitioning to the next rukn, he must know that the imam
transitioned to that rukn. There are multiple methods through which one can get to
know this. Just like hearing the takbeer is one method, another method is by
observing the actions of the imam. And it is clear that knowledge is necessary for
action. Therefore, just like a muqtadi can transition from one rukn to the next by
listening to the takbeer, he can also transition by observing the imam. It is stated in
al-Durr al-Mukhtar, Radd al-Muhtar, Maraq al-Falah, and its explanation, Hashiyah al-
Tahtawi (the words are of al-Tahtawi):
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(Hashiyah al-Tahtawi ‘ala Maraq al-Falah, p. 293, Publ. Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyah, Beirut)

It is stated in Fatawa Nooriyah:
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Translation: Our scholars have not mentioned that the salah will only be valid if the
mugtadi offers his salah by listening directly to the imam or the mukabbir;
otherwise, it will not be valid. Instead, they mentioned that knowing the transitions
of the imam is a condition for igtida’ (following)... ‘Hearing ‘and ‘seeing’ are
mentioned only because they are the most common. Otherwise, if they attain
knowledge in any other way, it is sufficient. For example, a blind and deaf person
can do iqtida’ (follow the imam) with the knowledge attained by feeling the
movements of the other mugqtadis. (Fatawa Nooriyah, Vol. 1, p. 400, Publ. Shu’bah Tasneef
wa Ta'leef Dar al-‘Uloom Hanafiyah Nooriyah, Basirpur)
Since it is sufficient for the muqtadi to observe the imam to transition, it is baseless
to declare it necessary for one to wait for the Takbeer-e-Intigal of the imam.



However, there is another point of discussion here: It is Sunnah to follow the imam in

the Sunnahs, as stated in Bahar-e-Sharrat: .« «* =4« Translation: Obeying

(the imam) in Sunnahs is a Sunnah. (Vol. 1, pt. 3, p. 520) Therefore, it should also be
Sunnah for the mugtadi to follow the imam in his takbeer and begin transitioning while
reciting the takbeer only after the imam has recited the takbeer, and if he (the
mugtadi) begins transitioning before this, then he will no longer be obeying the imam.
The answer to this is that it is Sunnah to follow the imam in the Sunnah acts only
when the imam is offering it completely in accordance with the Sunnah method.
However, if the imam does anything contrary to the Sunnah, either by completely
abandoning the Sunnah or by delaying it from its prescribed time, the mugtadi should
still perform it in the proper time and method, given that it doesn't interrupt the wajib
obedience. This is because if the imam does anything contrary to the Sunnah, he will
either completely abandon it or delay it from its prescribed place. In such a case, the
mugqtadi will not be required to obey the imam in the Sunnah; instead, he will be
independent. This means that the mugtadi is not dependent on the imam in offering
the Sunnah, which would mean that if the imam offers it, the mugqtadi will offer it, and
if the imam abandons it, the mugtadi will abandon it.

This was the detail about carrying out or abandoning the Sunnah itself. But similarly,
the mugtadi will not obey the imam if he delays the Sunnah from its prescribed time.
This means that if the imam delays a Sunnah from its prescribed time, the mugtadi
will not delay it. Instead, he will offer it at the prescribed time. In this case, though the
mugqtadi is preceding the imam in offering a Sunnah (while the imam will offer it
afterwards), this is not against sharrah; in fact, this is desired by sharrah and
preferred.

It is stated in Fatawa Razawiyabh:
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Translation: The imam will not be followed in abandoning a Sunnah; rather, this is a
cause of ‘Isa’ah and Karahah. If the imam omits it, the muqtadi should still perform
it, given that it does not cause him to miss any act in which following the imam is
wajib. Therefore, the scholars state that if the imam omits raising his hands for
takbeer-e-tahreemah, omits the tasbeeh of ruku’ and sujood, abandons the Takbeer-
e-Intiqal, or neglects the zikr of gomah, even then the mugtadi should not omit
these... However, if the imam recites the tasbeeh of ruku’ and sujood only once and
then raises his head, the mugtadi has no choice but to abandon the Sunnah of
reciting three times; otherwise, it will interrupt his obedience in gomah and jalsah.
This is Sahih as mentioned in al-Khaniyah, al-Khulasah, al-Khizanah, al-Wajeez, al-
Fath, al-Bahr, and other works of Figh.
| say: With the knowledge granted to me by The All-Knowing Sovereign (Allah), the
conclusion in this topic is that there is no aspect of obedience (Ittiba’) in Sunnahs,
except through subsidiary obedience (tab'iyat). This is because following another
person means that you are rendering yourself obedient to him, and obedience can
only occur in two ways. First, by following them in the action itself, such that if they
do it, you do it, and if they omit it, you omit it. Secondly, by following them in the time
of doing the action, such that you do not do the action before the one you are
following. However, if your performance of the action does not depend on them
performing it, nor is it restricted that they must do the action first, rather, you will
perform it even if they do not, and you will begin it even if they haven', in this case,
you are not following them; instead, you are independent in this. This is self-evident.
Now that you have understood that the muqtadi’'s performance of the Sunnahs is
not dependent on the imam performing it (and the mugtadi will perform it even if the
imam does not, as we have shown you the explicit text of the scholars), this
demands that it be permissible, and even Mustahab, for the muqtadi to perform the
Sunnah before the imam. This is because it is possible that the imam first omits the
Sunnah, then performs it later. For example, the imam lowered his head in ruku’
(below the level of his back), closed his fist, joined his fingers, and remained silent
without reciting the tasbeeh, while the muqtadis did all of these actions, as they
were prescribed by sharr’ah. Then later, the imam aligned his head with his back,
grabbed his knees with his palm, spread his fingers, and recited the tasbeeh. In this
case, though the muqtadi performed the actions before the imam, he is not
blameworthy; rather, doing so is Mustahab and rewardable.
Therefore, it is proven that the element of following is not found in Sunnah and
Mustahab acts; the mugtadi is independent in them and not under the leadership of
the imam. The mugqtadi declaring the imam his leader does not extend to the
Sunnah and Mustahab acts. Rather, the mugtadi's commitment to offering the
imam’s salah only applies where he cannot precede the imam nor act independently;
in reality, this only happens in the wajib acts because this is the essence of igtida’
(following the imam)... However, the obligation of obedience extends from the
wajibat into Sunnah acts, (such as those acts) the performance of which will lead to
opposition in a ‘wajib fe'li’. Yet, this opposition is not because of following the imam



in abandoning a Sunnabh; instead, it is because of following him in performing the
prescribed wajib. For example, it is impermissible (for the muqtadi) to offer the
Sunnahs of the ruku’ before the imam goes into ruku’, because the mugtadi can only
perform the Sunnahs of ruku’ in the ruku’. But when the imam has not yet performed
the ruku’, the mugqtadi’s ruku’ is invalid; thus, it is prohibited for the mugtadi to
perform ruku’ before the imam's ruku’. And as you have understood, this prohibition
is not due to preceding the imam in performing a Sunnah.
This is exactly what is meant when we say that “the element of following is not
found in Sunnahs, except through subsidiary obedience (tab’iyat).” (Fatawa Razawiyah,
Vol. 6, p. 408-415, Publ. Raza Foundation, Lahore)
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger ,lL«;ui;.24 Jo knows best.)

Answered By: Mufti Muhammad Qasim Attari
Ref No: HAB-0516
Date: 19" Sha’ban al-Mu’azzam 1446 AH/ 18" February 2025
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