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Question 
What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: While 
relieving oneself, is it permissible to face or turn one’s back to the Qiblah, or not? 
Also, is Bayt al-Maqdis to the north of Pakistan? Some people say that in Pakistan, 
the WC or bathroom commode cannot be fitted to face the Qiblah (West), but the 
back can be towards the Qiblah. Similarly, they cannot be made to face north out of 
respect, because in that direction is the first Qiblah (Bayt al-Maqdis) and Baghdad. 
However, the back can be towards that direction. Please provide guidance on 
whether this is accurate. 

Answer 

 بسِْمِ اللہِ الرَّحْمٰنِ الرَّحیِْمِ 

وَابِ   اَلْجَوَابُ بعَِوْنِ الْمَلکِِ الْوَھَّابِ اَللّٰھُمَّ ھدَِایَۃَ الْحَقِّ وَالصَّ

Facing the Qiblah or having one’s back towards the Qiblah while relieving oneself is 
Makruh Tahrimi, impermissible, and a sin. For this reason, if the WC or bathroom 
commode is positioned to face the Qiblah or to have the back towards the Qiblah, it 
is necessary for the one using the facility to change his sitting position and turn 
away, as it is not permissible to face the Qiblah or have the back towards the Qiblah 
while relieving oneself. 
Bayt al-Maqdis is not located to the north of Pakistan or India. Instead, it is towards 
the west but inclined towards the north. Therefore, there is no prohibition in Sharī’aĥ 
to face the north or have the back towards the north when relieving oneself. 
It is impermissible to face the Qiblah or have one’s back towards the Qiblah while 

relieving oneself. Thus, the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم stated: 

 إذا أتیتم الغائط فلا تستقبلوا القبلۃ ولاتستدبروھا 

Translation: When any of you go to relieve yourself, neither face the Qiblah nor turn 
your back towards it. (Sahih al-Bukhari, Vol. 1, p. 57, Publ. Karachi) 

 Sayyiduna Abu Ayyub al-Ansari رضي اللہ تعالى عنه states:  

 یفننحرف و نستغفر اللہ تعال ۃت قبل القبلی ض بنی قدمنا الشام فوجدنا مراح

Translation: When we arrived in Shaam, we saw that the bathrooms were facing the 
Qiblah. So, we would turn away (from the Qiblah), and we would seek refuge in the 
court of Allah Almighty. (Sahih al-Bukhari, Vol. 1, p. 57, Publ. Karachi) 
It is stated in Tanwir al-Absar Wa al-Durr al-Mukhtar: 

 واستدبارھا،ل(أجل)بول أو غائط(  ۃ)استقبال قبلمایکرہ تحر

Translation: It is Makruh Tahrimi to face the Qiblah or have the back towards it when 
urinating or defecating. (Tanwir al-Absar Ma’a al-Durr al-Mukhtar Wa Radd al-Muhtar, Vol. 1, p. 
608, Publ. Peshawar) 



When the Imam of Ahl-us-Sunnah, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan علیه الرحمۃ was asked about 

a Masjid, he replied: 

،ج و لوگ ای  پ   ہ ،نہ پ ش ت  ائ  ن لہ کو ہ وپہا، ج 
ہہ نہ ق  ت  من

طا کار ہ  ی  شا کرپ  ش اب  کے وق  مم  ،ی  ں جہ
ہن مہ ت  وپ اً پ   مسج د ی 

ہ کہ اُنہ کا رُخہ ج ن مالاً کرپ  ا اہ لن مجلہ ئ  واج ت  ہ  ں اور ج ت   ی  ا ش 
 پ دل کرپ  ی  شا نہ ہ و پ  پ  پ ک ا

م ہ  کہ رُخہ  والون ئ  لارہ
ہ
ھ ی  ش اب  کرن

 ۔ی  ت 
Translation: At the time of urinating, it is neither permissible to face the Qiblah nor 
to have one’s back towards it. Those who do so are at fault. It is wajib upon the 
management of the Masjid or the people of the community to change their direction 
towards the north or south. Until then, those who urinate there must change their 
direction when sitting. (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 4, p. 608, Publ. Raza Foundation, Lahore) 

Note – Keep in mind that it is not correct to transmit hearsay about sharī’aĥ rulings 
unless it was heard from a reliable scholar or it was read from a book written by a 
reliable scholar. Further, it is only permissible for scholars to inform about sharī’aĥ 
rulings or deliver speeches. Neither can a non-scholar deliver a speech, nor can they 
inform about rulings on their own accord. However, it is permissible if a non-scholar 
only reads out what is written in the book of a Sunni scholar who holds the correct 
beliefs, and the non-scholar doesn’t add anything from himself, given that he is not a 
fasiq, such as he shaves his beard, etc. In this case, the layman is only a conveyor, 
and the speech is attributed to the scholar whose book is being read. 

Thus, A’la Hazrat, the reviver of the religion, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan رحمۃ اللہ تعالى علیه gave 

the following answer to a similar question: 

ت  
ہ ب  مسنہد ی

ہ عالی  صلی ی می
ہ ن  عل اللہ پ  وان اگر ای ت

اہ ل اردو جہ ، ج  ، پ لکہ عالم کی ی ہ وسلم ہ  کہ  ہ  طرف سے کچ ھ نہ  صی
و اس م ن  پ 

 پ 
 
ہہ  ی  ف ئ  ھ کر سنہان اہ ل  ی   جرخ  ن ، ج ن کہ وہ ج 

ھ فہاسق م  لاً دار    ی ن 
اہ ل سفہ ب  منہد ا وغہ ت  وہ ج 

 اور اگر ا ی کن اب  ئ  ھ  وغظہ اس عالم کا ج س کی ہ  ق  ن   محضہ ہ  اور جف  ب  ہ نہ ہ وکہ اس وق 
 
ہہ  پ  ج ان ود کچ ھ ی  شا ن

اہ ل جہ ، پ لکہ ج 
 پ ن  ی  

ہ
و اسے وغظہ کہ نہا جرام ہ  اور اس کا وغظہ سیہنہا جرام ہ  ی انہ کرن

ھے پ 
 ۔ت 

Translation: The pulpit is the throne of the Noble Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم. There is no issue if a 

layman Urdu speaker doesn’t say anything on his own accord and only reads from 
the work of a scholar. But that layman must not be a fasiq, such that he shaves his 
beard, etc. In this case, the layman is only a conveyor, and the speech is attributed 
to the scholar whose book is being read. If this isn’t the case and the layman speaks 
on his own accord, it is Haram for him to deliver the speech and for the audience to 
listen to his speech. (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 23, p. 409, Publ. Raza Foundation, Lahore) 

َّی اللہُ تَعَالیٰ عَلَیْہِ وَ اٰلہِٖ وَ سَلَّم   وَاللہُ اعَْلَمُ عَزَّوَجَلَّ وَ رَسُوْلہُ اعَْلَم صَل

(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger َّی اللہُ عَلَیْہِ وَ اٰلهِٖ وَسَلَّم  (.knows best صَل
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