Method of Purifying Clothes That Become Impure Due to

Nocturnal Emission
Darulifta Ahlesunnat (Dawateislami)

Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: If one
has a nocturnal emission, what is the method of purifying the clothes? Furthermore,
is it necessary to also purify the bed sheets?

Answer
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(1) The area of the cloth, such as a pajama or shalwar, that became soiled with
impurity due to nocturnal emission must be thoroughly washed enough times that
the semen itself and its traces (color and odor) are removed as much as possible.
This way, the cloth will become pure. This is because, for najasah mar‘iyah (impurity
that is visible after drying, such as feces or semen) to be purified, the impurity itself
and its traces must be removed, whether this is achieved by washing once or
multiple times. Wringing it out or leaving it to dry is not a condition.
(2) In the case of nocturnal emission, only the area that is soiled with impurity
becomes impure. Things other than this that were not affected by the impurity
remain pure, such as other clothing or the bedsheet; they do not have to be washed.
‘Allamah Ibn ‘Abideen, Syed Muhammad Amin Bin ‘Umar Shami s Jlsawies, (d.
1252 AH/1836 CE) writes:
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(Radd al-Muhtar ‘Ala al-Durr al-Mukhtar, Book of purification, Chapter of impurities,
Vol. 01, p. 596, Publ. Dar al-Ma’rifah, Beirut)
The Imam of Ahl al-Sunnah, A’la Hazrat, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan S Jesalies, (d.

1340AH/ 1921 CE) writes:
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Translation: If the impurity is mar’iyah, i.e., such that it can be seen after becoming
dry, being washed multiple times is not a condition for its purity. Instead, it is
required that the impurity itself be removed, whether this is achieved in one attempt
or after ten attempts. But if the effects of impurity remain, then this means that the
impurity itself is still present; hence, the effects of impurity, such as color and odor,
must also be removed. However, the effects that are difficult to remove are
excused; there is no need to remove them using soap, hot water, or anything
else. (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 4, p. 392, Publ. Raza Foundation, Lahore)



The commentator of Sahih al-Bukhari, Mufti Muhammad Shareef al-Haq Amjadi .~
wls Jsanl(d. 1421 AH/2000 CE) writes:
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Translation: Due to nocturnal emission, only the specific area of the specific cloth
which has been soiled with semen becomes impure. The remaining areas of that
cloth and other pieces of clothing remain pure. For this reason, the sweater and
undershirt will not become impure; they can be worn for salah without being
washed. However, because a doubt remains as to which areas of the pajama or
shalwar have been soiled with impurity, it should be washed entirely or
changed. (Fatawa Jami’ah Ashrafiyah, Vol. 5, p. 120, Publ. Jami'ah Ashrafiyah,
Mubarakpur)
Khaleel al-Millah, Mufti Muhammad Khaleel Khan Barkati ahe Jlesalies, (d. 1405 AH/

1985 CE) writes:
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Translation: Only the specific area and the specific cloth that has been soiled with
impurity became impure, not the entire cloth. Similarly, it is fard to remove the
impurity from the area of the body which has been soiled with impurity. However,
ghusl is fard because of janabah. The other clothes, which have no traces of
impurity, remain pure. In summary, wash the impure area of the clothes; there is no
need to wash all the clothes. (Fatawa Khaleeliyah, Vol. 1, p. 198-199, Publ. Zia al-
Qur'an Publications, Lahore) / /
ﬁi@j@\jgbguéi&\vj.@ml.’ahl@;jjj;jj&g,i’;ii&s\j

(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger W;m;wm&c knows best.)
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