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Question 
What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following:  

(1)  We bought a goat for ‘Aqeeqah. Its horn broke off from the root due to 
fighting with another animal, and the wound has not healed yet. So, can this goat be 
slaughtered for ‘Aqeeqah? 

(2)  Can the meat of an animal slaughtered for ‘Aqeeqah be used for Walimah? 
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(1) If the horn of an animal breaks from the root and the wound has not yet healed, it 
cannot be slaughtered for ‘aqeeqah. This is because the requirements for the 
category, age, and being free from any defects in ‘aqeeqah are the same as those of 
the qurbani. Therefore, just like such a goat cannot be slaughtered in qurbani, it 
cannot be slaughtered for ‘aqeeqah either. However, it can be slaughtered after the 
wound has healed if all other requirements are fulfilled. 
‘Aqeeqah can be performed with those animals with which qurbani can be 
performed. Thus, it is stated in Sunan Tirmizi: 

 يجزئ في العقيقة من الشاة إلا ما يجزئ في الأضحية لا

Translation: It is only permissible to slaughter such a goat for ‘aqeeqah, which can 
be slaughtered for qurbani. (Sunan Tirmizi, Chapters of sacrifices, Vol. 3, p. 364, 
Publ. Dar al-Risalah al-‘Aalamiyah) 
‘Aqeeqah is similar to qurbani. Thus, it is stated in Sharh al-Sunnah Lil-Baghwi: 

 أطعم الحسن ۔۔وسئل عن العقيقة، فقال: هي مثل الأضحية، كل منها و قال و

(Sharh al-Sunnah Lil-Baghwi, Chapter of ‘Aqeeqah, Vol. 11, p. 267, Publ. Beirut) 
The Imam of Ahl al-Sunnah, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan تعالى عليه رحمة اللہ  was asked: 
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Translation: What is the ruling of the pure sharī’aĥ regarding: What should be the 
age of the animal that is being slaughtered for ‘aqeeqah? If any of the limbs are 
defective, can it be used or not? 
Answering this, he stated: 
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Translation: In these matters, the rulings of ‘aqeeqah are like qurbani; the limbs 
must be free from defect. A male or female goat that is less than one year old is not 
permissible. A ram and sheep can be six months old, provided that they are so 



healthy and well-nourished that if they are mixed with one-year-old sheep, they 
cannot be distinguished from far away. (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 20, p. 584, Publ. 
Raza Foundation, Lahore) 
Regarding the qurbani of the animal whose horn is broken from the root, it is stated 
in Badai’ al-Sanai’, Durar al-Hukkam, and al-Fatawa al-Hindiyah (the following is cited 
from Badai’): 

 المشاش رءوس العظام كذا مكسورة القرن تجزي، فإن  بلغ  الكسر المشاش لا تجزيه و هي التي لا قرن لها خلقة و الجماء و تجزي و

(Badai’ al-Sanai’, Book of sacrifice, Vol. 5, p. 76, Publ. Egypt) 
A’la Hazrat, the Imam of Ahl al-Sunnah, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan عليه الرحمة الرحمن 

states: 
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 Translation: Breaking of the horn affects the permissibility of qurbani when it 
breaks from the root inside the head. If only the upper part breaks, it will not harm 
the permissibility. (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 20, p. 460, Publ. Raza Foundation, 
Lahore) 
(2) It is permissible to use the meat of ‘aqeeqah for a walimah because ‘aqeeqah is 
to sacrifice an animal in gratitude for birth, and this has been fulfilled by the 
slaughtering of the animal. Now, the one performing the ‘aqeeqah is the owner of 
the meat, and therefore, he can use it for the feast of the walimah. However, it is 
best to divide the meat into three portions, as is done with qurbani meat, and give 
one portion to the poor, one to relatives, and feed the third portion to family.  
It is stated in Bahar-e-Sharī’at: 

ا اور ع   ۔۔ق ہی  عق   ق 
س  ت  ب  و ق   ئ   کا گوسرت  ق 

ق 
  اب  کر د می  دوست  و احی اٹ  کو کچ ا ن 

ے
  اب  پ کا کر د اب  ج اٹ

ے
ِ ض   اب  ج اٹ ت  ی  ان  کو ن طور

  اب  و دعوٹ  کھلا اق 
ے
ب   ب  ج اٹ  ی  ست  ضور

ے  ائے  ہ  ۔ ی  ج 
Translation: Whether the ‘aqeeqah meat is distributed raw to the poor, the relatives, 
and friends, or it is prepared and fed to them as a feast, all of these are permissible.  

(Bahar-e-Sharī’at, Vol. 3, p. 357, Publ. Maktaba-Tul-Madinah, Karachi) 
Regarding using the meat of ‘aqeeqah for walimah, the Grand Mufti of Pakistan, 
Mufti Muhammad Waqar-Uddin Qadri تعالى عليه رحمة اللہ  was asked: 
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Translation: What is the ruling according to sharī’aĥ if one mixes the meat of 
‘aqeeqah with the food for walimah and then serves it to the guest? 
Answering this, He تعالى عليه رحمة اللہ  stated: 
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Translation: The ruling for the meat of ‘aqeeqah is the same as that of qurbani meat. 
The qurbani and ‘aqeeqah are fulfilled by slaughtering the animal with the name of 



Allah. The meat is in the ownership of the one performing the qurbani and ‘aqeeqah; 
neither can he sell it nor give it in exchange for anything. He can eat it himself, feed 
it to others, or give it to whoever he wants, whether poor or rich. The jurists have 
written that it is Mustahab to divide the meat into three portions, but no one wrote 
that it is wajib. The ruling of qurbani and ‘aqeeqah is the same. Therefore, adding 
the meat of ‘aqeeqah to the walimah food and then feeding it is permissible. 

(Waqar-Ul-Fatawa, Vol. 3, p. 138, Publ. Bazm-e-Waqar-Uddin, Karachi) 

He also states: 
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Translation: The sunnah of ‘aqeeqah is fulfilled merely by slaughtering the animal 
with the name of Allah. The meat is in the ownership of the one performing the 
‘aqeeqah. It is Mustahab to divide the meat into three portions, like for qurbani. One 
portion for the poor, one for the relatives, and one to keep to consume themselves. 
If they distribute all the meat or cook it and eat it themselves, the ‘aqeeqah will still 
be fulfilled. Therefore, in the inquired situation, it is permissible to feed the ‘aqeeqah 
meat to the relatives. (Waqar-Ul-Fatawa, Vol. 3, p. 140, Publ. Bazm-e-Waqar-Uddin, 
Karachi) 
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