What is the Ruling if a Person Goes into Ruku’ After Reciting
Another Surah Without Reciting Surah al-Fatihah?
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Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: If one
forgot to recite Surah al-Fatiha in the first rak’ah of salah and he went into ruku’ just
after reciting another Surah, but then he realized in ruku’ that he did not recite Surah
al-Fatihah, what is the ruling for them? Should they just perform sajdah sahw at the
end, or do they have to return? If they have to return to standing, is it sufficient for
them to just recite Surah al-Fatihah or do they have to add another Surah?

Answer
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In the inquired situation, the person must return to giyam (standing), and after
reciting Surah al-Fatihah they must add another Surah. Thereafter, they should
repeat the ruku’ and perform sajdah sahw at the end. In this manner, the salah will
be valid.
It should be remembered that if one forgets to recite Surah al-Fatihah and
remembers before going into sajdabh, it is wajib upon them to return to giyam, recite
Surah al-Fatihah, and then add another Surah. If, despite remembering before
sajdah, they don't return to giyam, or if they do return to giyam but don’t add another
Surah, performing sajdah sahw at the end will not suffice in this case. Instead, the
salah will become waijib al-I'adah due to intentionally leaving a wajib. In other words,
this salah must be repeated, and they must repent due to intentionally leaving a
wajib. Moreover, if they do not perform the ruku’ again after having recited the
Surah, the salah will become invalid.
It is wajib to recite al-Fatihah before adding a Surah. Thus, it is stated in al-Durr al-

Mukhtar:
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(Al-Durr al-Mukhtar, Book of Salah, Wajib acts of salah, Vol. 1, p. 240, Publ. Beirut)
It is stated in al-Fatawa al-Hindiyah:
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(Al-Fatawa al-Hindiyah, Book of Salah, Chapter 12 about Sajdah Sahw. Vol. 1, p. 126,

Publ. Beirut)

The one who forgot to recite Surah al-Fatihah must return and recite al-Fatihah as
well as repeat the recitation of a Surah. Regarding this, it is stated in Fath al-Qadeer:
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(Fath al-Qadeer Sharh al-Hidayah, Book of Salah, Chapter of Sujood Sahw, Vol. 1, p.
503, Publ. Egypt)
Regarding adding another Surah and performing ruku’ after reciting Surah al-Fatihah,
the Imam of Ahl al-Sunnah, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan %L;dm&\m, states:
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Translation: If one didn’t remember that he missed al-Fatihah and the verses until he
went into sajdah, then sajdah sahw is sufficient for them. But if one remembered
before going into sajdah, whether in ruku’ or in gawmabh after ruku’, it is wajib upon
them to complete the recitation and repeat the ruku'. If they did not complete the
recitation, they have now intentionally left a wajib, and they must repeat the salah.
Or, if they completed the recitation after ruku’ but did not repeat the ruku’, the salah
will be nullified because the Fard was left. (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 6, p. 330, Publ.
Raza Foundation, Lahore)

It is stated in Bahar-e-Sharr'at:
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Translation: If one forgot to recite al-Fatihah in the first rak’aat of a Fard salah, they
will not be made up in the other rak’aat. If one remembered before ruku’, they should
recite al-Fatihah then the Surah. Similarly, if they remembered in ruku’, they must
return to giyam and recite al-Fatihah as well as the Surah and then perform ruku’. If
they do not perform ruku’ again, the salah will not be valid. (Bahar-e-Sharr’at, Vol. 1,
p. 545, Publ. Maktaba-Tul-Madinah, Karachl)
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger Jj4ij.de M knows best.)
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