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Did Imam A‘zam Abu Hanifah use to perform his

Salah in Persian?
Darulifta Ahlesunnat (Dawateislami)

Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: | have
heard that Imam A‘zam Abu Hanifah W@&s&&\w} would perform his salah in the

Persian language. Is this true?

Answer

You heard incorrectly. The reality is: there was a narration that Imam A‘zam Abu
Hanifah .l- 3.~ , permitted gira’ah in the Persian language during salah. The detail

of this was that Imam A‘zam’s ez~ , stance was that qira’ah in the Persian

language is permitted in salah, regardless of whether one knows how to recite in
Arabic. On the other hand, both of his students, Imam Abu Yusuf and Imam
Muhammad Wguma@” had the stance that if one is unable to recite in Arabic,
only then are they permitted to recite in Persian, otherwise not. This is the Mufta Bih
opinion (opinion according to which the fatwa is issued). But later, Imam A‘zam Ab{
Hanifah wgw&\m, himself retracted his earlier stance and adopted the stance of

Sahibayn Legde dlzes .
It is stated in Tabyin al-Haqa’ig Sharh Kanz al-Daga’iq:
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(Tabyin al-Haqga’iq, Vol. 01, p. 110-111, Publ. Cairo)
It is stated in Tanwir al-Absar Ma“a al-Durr al-Mukhtar:
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(Tanwir al-Absar Ma‘a al-Durr al-Mukhtar, Vol. 02, p. 224, Publ. Dar al-Ma'rifah,
Beirut)
According to the Mufta Bih opinion of Sahibayn, it is necessary to recite in Arabic

during salah. If there is no inability, the salah will not be valid if gira’ah is done in
other than Arabic. Thus, A'la Hazrat Imam Ahmad Raza Khan .- Jlz 4 )c States in

Fatawa Razawiyah:
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Translation: Recitation of the Qur’an is fard, and it is specifically in Arabic. It will not
be fulfilled by reciting in other than Arabic. And other than this (i.e., recitation, such
as saying Takbir Tahrimah and other azkar of salah in other than Arabic), one will be



sinful. However, the one who is totally incapable is a separate case. (Fatawa
Razawiyah, Vol. 06, p. 323, Publ. Raza Foundation, Lghore)
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger .l.;4i3ls5 Loknows best.)
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