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Islamic Ruling on Adopting a Child

Darulifta Ahlesunnat (Dawateislami)

Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: What
are the precautions when adopting a child? What share of inheritance does an
adopted child receive?

Answer

Adopting a child is permissible according to Sharrah. However, adoption does not

change reality, and the adopted child remains the offspring of his or her biological
parents. When a person adopts a child, it is considered, in fact, it is as if one has
promised to take the responsibility to raise, educate, nurture, and arrange for the
child’s needs. Therefore, after adopting the child, it becomes the responsibility of the
adoptive parents to make arrangements for the child’'s upbringing, education, and
moral development to the best of their ability.

Adopted children generally become a part of the household from a young age. If the
child is a boy, he always remains with the adoptive parents, and if it is a girl, she
typically stays with them until marriage, and the adoptive parents raise them. The
sharrah ruling regarding this is that if the boy is a Mahram (such as he is a nephew)

for the adoptive mother or he has a milk relation with her, then there is no issue if he
lives with her after becoming baligh. However, if she is a non-Mahram and there is
no milk relation between them, then it is necessary to observe veiling between the
woman and the boy after he becomes baligh. Furthermore, it is wajib to veil from the
woman'’s baligh daughters as well. In this case, the woman must ensure that the boy
no longer remains in her guardianship after he becomes baligh. Similarly, if the
adopted girl is a Mahramah (such as she is a niece) for the adoptive father or she
has a milk relation with him, she can remain in his guardianship even after reaching
adulthood. Otherwise, it would be necessary to give her back to the biological
parents or any other Mahram relative when she reaches the age of puberty (9 years).
This is because it is not permissible for her to live in the guardianship of an ajnabi
past this age.

These were some points regarding the upbringing of the child. Two additional things
should be kept in mind when adopting a child. First: The parents cannot attribute
themselves to the child as the parents. However, they can attribute themselves to
the child as their guardian. Similarly, it is necessary to insert the name of the
biological father in the section of ‘father’'s name’ in legal documents, such as ID
cards, passports, etc. It is in no way permissible to write the adoptive parent's name
as the ‘father’'s name’.

Secondly, the adoptive parents do not become Mahram for the adopted child.
Therefore, if the adoptive parents are non-Mahram for the adopted child, it will be
fard to observe veiling after they become baligh, as explained above. However, if a



milk relation is established with the child, then observing the veil does not remain
wajib. The method of establishing a milk relation is that if a girl is adopted, the milk
relation should be established through the husband. For example, the husband’s
wife, sister, niece (sister's daughter or brother’s daughter) should breastfeed the girl.
But if a boy is adopted, a milk relation must be established through the wife. For
example, the wife herself, her sister, daughter, or her niece (sister’'s daughter or
brother’s daughter) should breastfeed the boy. Keep in mind that the milk
relationship will be established if the child is breastfed up to the age of two and a
half, but breastfeeding a child after the age of two is impermissible. Therefore, to
establish a milk relationship, the child should be breastfed before the age of two; it
is Haram to do so afterwards.

The Sharrah ruling regarding inheritance is that the adopted child will inherit from

his biological parents because he or she remains the child of the biological parents.
The child will not receive a share from the inheritance of the adoptive parents as a
son or daughter. However, if the child is entitled to inheritance due to any other
relation, other than as a child, then this is a separate matter. For example, if one
adopted their nephew (brother’s son), then the nephew would inherit from his uncle
in certain situations.

If the adopted son is a non-Mahram, the woman must remove him from her
guardianship once he becomes baligh. Thus, Mufti Khalll Khan Barkati A?L;L;Lxsa\ls\a@)

states in Fatawa Khaliliyah:
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Translation: Adopting a boy or girl means to acknowledge them as someone else’s
child yet take them in place of one’s own child and raise them as one’s own child.
Although this, in itself, is an act of reward, the child will not be considered the
person’s actual child, nor will the child have the same rights that a biological child
has... (Therefore, if the adopted child is a non-Mahram and a milk relation is not
established with them either) This child is an ajnabi for the adoptive mother as well
as her daughter and other relatives. All the rulings that apply to an ajnabi will also
apply to the child. The woman’s daughter should regard him as she regards other
ajnabis; he is not her biological brother nor is she his biological sister. Therefore,
they cannot be in one house in seclusion. Rather, he also has to observe shari

veiling from the adoptive mother even in the presence of other relatives. In the
current situation, the woman should remove this boy from her guardianship, who




has now reached puberty. (Fatawa Khaliliyah, Vol. 02, p. 144, Publ. Ziya’ al-Quran

Publications)
A daughter will also be separated from her divorced mother after the age of nine
and she must live with her father. Thus, it is stated in Tanwir al-Absar Maa al-Durr al-

Mukhtar:
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Translation: The mother and grandmother are most rightful of custody of a young
girl until she begins menstruating, i.e., she becomes baligh. Others are rightful of

custody until she reaches the age of puberty, which has been declared nine years
according to the Mufta Bih opinion. It is reported from Imam Muhammad «ls .~

that this ruling applies to the mother and grandmother. Fatwa is given according to
this due to the widespread moral corruption. (Tanwir al-Absar Ma<a al-Durr al-

Mukhtar, Vol. 05, p. 274-275, Publ. Dar al-Marifah, Beirut)

It is absolutely impermissible for a girl to be in the guardianship of an ajnabi past
the age of nine. Thus, A1a Hazrat Imam Ahmad Raza Khan =~ il states in Fatawa

Razawiyah:
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Translation: When a girl becomes balighah or is close to becoming balighah, she
should live with her father until she gets married. Even so, that a girl will be taken
from the biological mother after the age of nine and she will live with her father. She
will not live with any ajnabi with whom it is impermissible to live with. Adopting
someone as a daughter does not make them a daughter (in actuality). Whatever he
has spent on them, he has done so by considering them their children, not
considering it to be a debt. Therefore, (when returning the child back) he is not
eligible to receive it (anything he had spent on the child) in return. (Fatawa
Razawiyah, Vol. 13, p. 412, Publ. Raza Foundation, Lahore)

It has also been stated in Fatawa Razawiyah:
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Translation: One has right of custody over the son until the age of seven and over a
daughter until the age of nine. After this, she will live with the ‘Asabah (certain

category of relatives). Whoever has priority in ‘usoobiyat will also have priority here,

given that he is not a fasiq or an immoral person. Also, there should not be a fear of
harm for the minor and they must be a Mahram for the daughter. (Fatawa
Razawiyah, Vol. 13, p. 402, Publ. Raza Foundation, Lahore)

Regarding attributing the adopted child to their biological father, Allah Almighty
states:
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Translation (Kanz al-Irfan): Call them by the names of their biological fathers; this is

more just in the Court of Allah. So if you do not know their fathers, then they are your
brothers in religion and your friends. (Al-Quran al-Karim, Part 21, Sdrah al-Ahzab,

Verse 5)
By adopting a child, the rulings relating to biological children will not be applied to
them. Thus, it is stated in Tafsir Mazharr:
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Translation: Adopting a child does not establish any of the rules which are for a
biological child, such as inheritance, prohibition of nikah, etc. This verse rejects what
the Arabs used to say, that whatever is haram through lineage is also haram through
adoption. (Al-Tafsir al-Mazhart, Vol. 07, p. 284, Publ. Pakistan)
Muftt Ahmad Yar Khan Na1mi wgwi’»\m) states in the commentary of this verse:

LaklT L K(.J_W_g)d/iu'/uﬁg.a:%wﬁﬁwLu?u‘}’»’

Translation: This means that after this prohibition, if you intentionally call the
adopted child the son of the adoptive parents, you will be sinful. (Tafsir Nar al-Irfan,

p. 503, Publ. Naimi Kutub Khanah, Gujrat)

If the adopted child is non-Mahram for the adoptive mother or father, it is necessary
for them to observe veiling. Thus, it is stated in Tafsir Sirat al-Jinan under the above-
mentioned verse:
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Translation: Adopting a boy or girl is permissible. However, when they reach the age
in which it is necessary to observe veiling from non-Mahram males or females, it
becomes necessary for the boy to veil from the adoptive mother and the girl to veil
from the adoptive father. This is because they are not the biological or milk related
parents of the child, which is why they are not Mahram for the child. Therefore, if a
boy is adopted, the woman should breastfeed him or get him breastfed from her
sister. If a girl is adopted, the male should get her breastfed from any of his Mahram
relatives. This way, a milk relation will be established between them and the



restrictions of veiling from non-Mahram will not apply because they are now
Mahram. However, two more points should be kept in mind:

First: The child should be breastfed before reaching the age of two. If he is
breastfed between the age of two and two and a half, the milk relation will be
established, but breastfeeding at this age is impermissible. If he is breastfed after
the age of two and a half, the milk relation will not be established.

Secondly: If the woman got a boy or girl breastfed from her sister, she will become
the child’s milk aunt. However, her husband will not become the girl's Mahram.
Therefore, the better option is that which has been mentioned above that the boy
should be breastfed from the woman’s Mahram relative and the girl should be
breastfed from the husband’s Mahram relatives so that the adoptive parents do not
face any difficulty relating to the rules of veiling. However, there are many
complications in these matters. Therefore, one should act only after consultation
with an authentic Muftl. (Tafsir Sirat al-Jinan, Vol. 07, p. 562-563, Publ. Maktaba-Tul-
Madinah, Karachi)

Amir-e-Ahl al-Sunnah, ‘Allamah Maulana Ilyas ‘Attar Qadri 4JlJl «g38, cwls states in

Parde Ke Bare Me Suwal Jawab:
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Translation: When establishing a milk relation with the (adopted) child, it should be
kept in mind that if a girl is being adopted, the milk relation should be established
through the husband. For example, the husband’s sister or niece (from sister or
brother) should breastfeed the girl. If a boy is adopted, the wife should establish a
milk-relation with the child through herself. For example, the wife herself, or the
wife's sister, daughter, niece (from sister or brother) should breastfeed the child. In
this manner, the issue of veiling will be resolved for both the husband and the wife.
(Parde Ke Bare Me Suwal Jawab, p. 70-71, Publ. Maktaba-Tul-Madinah, Karachi)
Regarding the adopted child not gaining inheritance, Ala Hazrat Imam Ahmad Raza

Khan .- )l s states:
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Translation: Neither does the adopted child become the person'’s child nor does his
relation end with his biological father as the realities do not change. According to
sharr'ah, he is an heir of his father, not of the one who adopted him as a child.
(Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 26, p. 178, Publ. Raza Foundation, Lahore)

Answering a question, He 4.> )| 4.lc answers in Fatawa Razawiyah:
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Translation: Being an adopted child or a stepchild does not create an entitlement to
receive inheritance. If the question is whether Zaid (the adopted child) will receive a
share of inheritance from their biological father or mother, the answer is that he will
certainly gain inheritance. Someone adopting him as a son does not remove him



from being the child of his biological parents. (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 26, p. 84,
Publ. Raza Foundation, Lahore)
Sadr al-Sharrah, Muftt Muhammad Amjad ‘All Azami .-~ )l e states in Fatawa

Amijadiyah:
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Translation: Adopting a child is not prohibited in sharr’ah. However, this boy will not
become their child, instead he will remain his (biological) father’'s son and he will
receive the inheritance of his father. Neither is he the son of the adoptive father, nor
will he receive inheritance due to it. However, if he has the eligibility of being an heir,
such as he adopted his nephew (brother’s son), he can possibly become an heir
given that there is no other prevention. (Fatawa Amjadiyah, Vol. 03, p. 365, Publ.
Maktabah Razawiyah, Karachi) ) )
hesdlisle JW Lo deldzass Jasie el

(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger (‘ng\jgj\;i&\g@ knows best.)
Answered By: Mufti Muhammad Qasim Attari
Ref No: FAM-973
Date: 09" Jumad al-Ula 1447 AH / 015t November 2025
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