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Can ‘Umrah Be Performed on Behalf of a Living

Person?
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Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: Can
‘Umrah be performed on behalf of a living person?

Answer

Performing ‘umrah on behalf of someone is essentially conveying the reward of
‘umrah to them. Just like the reward of good deeds can be conveyed to the
deceased, it can also be conveyed to the living. Conveying reward is not specific to
the deceased. Therefore, just like ‘umrah can be performed on behalf of a deceased
with the intention of conveying its reward to them, ‘umrah can also be performed on
behalf of a living person.

It is proven from the Prophet £%: himself that the reward of good deeds can be

conveyed to the living and the deceased. There is a hadith which states that the
Noble Prophet £&x performed qurbant on behalf of the entire Muhammadan ummabh,

and the Muhammadan ummah includes both the living and the deceased. Read the
following hadrth:
The hadtth is narrated in Sahth Muslim:
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Translation: It is narrated from ‘A’ishah @»Ju&\f) that the Messenger of Allah
+&: commanded that a horned sheep which walks in black, sits in black, and sees in
black be brought. It was brought before him to be slaughtered. Then, He %%z said to
‘A’ishah = Jlsdl . ,: “Bring a knife”. Then he said: “Sharpen it with a stone”. (She

states) “I did so”. Then He took the knife and took the sheep and laid it down. Then
he intended to slaughter it and said: “In the name of Allah, Oh Allah! Accept this from
Muhammad and the lineage of Muhammad, and the ummah of Muhammad £z.”

He then slaughtered it. (Sahth Muslim, Vol. 03, p. 1557, Hadtth No. 1967, Publ. Dar
lhya" al-Turas, Beirut)

It is similarly mentioned in another hadith that Abu-Hurairah 4;;;‘»\@;’, said to those
traveling for Hajj: Which one of you can guarantee me that he will offer two or four

rak‘at in Masijid ‘Ishar and convey its reward to me? Read the following hadith:
It is narrated in Sunan Abr Dawud:
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Translation: Ibrahim Bin Salih Bin Dirham stated: | heard my father saying: When we
set off with the intention of Hajj, we met a person. He asked us, “Is there a village
near you called al-’Ubullah?” We said: Yes. He said: “Which one of you guarantees

me that he will pray two or four rak‘at in Masijid al-‘Ishar and then say: ‘this is for
Abu-Hurairah'?” | heard my beloved, the Messenger of Allah ¥z saying: “Indeed

Allah will resurrect the martyrs from Masjid al-‘Ishar on the day of judgement. No

one other than them will stand with the martyrs of Badr.” (Sunan Abt Dawud, Vol. 06,

p. 366-367, Hadith No. 4308, Publ. Dar al-Risalah al-‘Alamiyah)

It is stated in al-Bahr al-Ra’iq:
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(Al-Bahr al-Ra’iq, Vol. 03, p. 63, Publ. Dar al-Kitab al-’Islami, Beirut)

When conveying the reward of good deeds, it is better to direct it to all Muslims

males and females, which will obviously include the living and the deceased. Thus, it

is stated in Radd al-Muhtar:
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(Radd al-Muhtar ‘Ala al-Durr al-Mukhtar, Vol. 03, p. 180, Publ. Dar al-Ma‘rifah, Beirut)

Mufti Amjad ‘AlT A‘’zamT =i~ , States in Fatawa Amjadiyah:
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Translation: Conveying rewards is Mustahab. Whoever performs a good deed and
wants to convey its reward to someone, he should make the following supplication:
“Oh my lord! Accept this and convey its reward to so and so person.” It is better that
he conveys the reward to all Muslim men and women. It is hoped that the entire
reward will reach everyone, and the reward of the one who conveyed it will not be
decreased; instead, he will receive the reward equal to the total of everyone. (Fatawa
Amjadiyah, Vol. 01, p. 336, Publ. Maktabah Razawiyah, Karachi)
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger J.;4i3<le5 _Loknows best.)
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