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If One Cannot sit in the Tashahhud Position, Can He
Lead the Prayer?

Darulifta Ahlesunnat (Dawateislami)

Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: | am
an Imam in a Masjid. | was involved in an accident recently, due to which a rod was
inserted into my leg. Because of this, | am not able to fold my leg completely, nor am
| able to sit in the kneeling position in Tashahhud. When sitting, | have to extend my
leg out in front. Can | lead salah in this situation?

Answer

In the situation described, you can lead salah in this manner.

The detail is that the sunnah method of sitting during Tashahhud is by erecting the
right foot, laying the left foot, and sitting on it. This is the sunnah, and deliberately
abandoning this without a valid reason and sitting in a different position is Makruh
Tanziht and disliked. However, if there is a valid reason for it, then there is no dislike
because when it is permissible to leave a wajib due to an ‘uzr (excuse), permission
is also granted to leave a sunnah. Therefore, in the inquired situation, if you offer
salah by sitting in a manner that the leg with the rod is extended in front, your salah
and the salah of your Mugtadis will be valid. As for Imamat (leading the prayer), it is
also in itself valid. But if leading the congregation in this manner reduces
attendance in the congregation or if it causes hesitation among the people, then
another qualified person should lead the Salah. But if you have the most knowledge
about the rulings of salah and purification, then it is wrong for the people to object.
The Noble Prophet %z would sit in Tashahhud by erecting the right foot and laying

the left foot. Thus, it is stated in a hadtth:
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Translation: It is narrated that ‘A’ishah @;Ju&\f) said: The Messenger of Allah
“%z would begin his salah with Takbir... and when He would sit, he would lay his left
foot and erect his right foot. (Sunan Abi Dawd, Vol. 01, p. 208, Publ. Al-Maktabah
al-‘Asriyah, Beirut)
Sitting in the manner described is sunnah. Malik al-‘Ulama ‘Allamah Kasani Hanafi
e Jsdlien, (d. 587 AH/1191 CE) writes:
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(Badai® al-Sanai‘, Book of Salah, p. 211, Publ. Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyah)
However, if there is a valid reason, it is permissible to sit in a position that feels
easier, other than the sunnah position, as stated in a hadtth:
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Translation: It is narrated that ‘Abdullah Bin ‘Abdullah mgw;&\fj informed that he
would see ‘Abdullah Bin ‘Umar L&@;&@w‘:‘»\f@ sit in the crossed legged position while

sitting in salah, so | did the same, and | was young at that time. So, Hazrat ‘Abdullah
Bin ‘Umar W@m;ﬁ\f) prohibited me and stated: Erecting the right foot and laying

the left foot is from the sunnah acts of salah. So, | said: But you also do this. He
replied: My legs cannot carry me. (Sahith al-Bukhari, Vol. 01, p. 165, Publ. Dar Tawq
al-Najah, Beirut)

Therefore, if there is a valid excuse, it is permissible to sit by extending the leg with
the rod in front, as ‘Allamah Ibn ‘Abidin Shami DimishqT «is Jsdlze, (d. 1252

AH/1836 CE) states:
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(Radd al-Muhtar, Vol. 02, Book of Salah, p. 683, Publ. Quetta)

Answering a question regarding the Imamat of a lame person, The Imam of Ahl al-
Sunnah, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan %L;L;L,sf&\a») (d. 1340 AH/ 1921 CE) writes:
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Translation: In the inquired situation, the Imamat of such a person is certainly valid.
If he is also a scholar, then he is the most deserving, and a layman should not be put
forward in the presence of such a person. Even if there is another scholar present,
there is no harm if this person performs Imamat, but the other (scholar) is preferred.
This detail applies in the case when both individuals fulfill the requirements for the
validity and permissibility of Imamat, they can recite accurately, they have proper
purification, they are Sunni and hold the correct beliefs, and they are not fasiqg mu‘lin
(open sinner). Otherwise, only the one who fulfills all the requirements can become
the imam. (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 06, p. 554, Publ. Raza Foundation, Lahore)
Imamat is valid despite leaving Sunnah acts. Such as, if one omits the fard of giyam
and is unable to place the toes on the ground which are obligatory for sujud due to
any valid reason, the Imamat is valid. Thus, Muftr Jalal-Uddin Amjadi wgw&\m, (d.

1422 AH/ 2001 CE) writes:
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Translation: In the state of inability, since the Imamat is valid if one cannot perform
a full giyam (such as a hunchbacked) or they cannot rest firmly on the ground (such

as a lame person), then why would it affect the validity of imamat if one does not
place the big toe or the inner part of the other wajib toes on the ground during



sajdah? Undoubtedly, the imamat is valid here as well, and it does not affect the
igtida’ (following) of the imam. (Fatawa Faiz-Ul-Rasdl, Vol. 01, p. 281, Publ. Shabir
Brothers, Lahore)

However, if this causes a decrease in the attendance of the congregation or causes
dislike among the people, that person should not perform Imamat. The Imam of Ahl
al-Sunnah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan %L;J)L,af»\m) (d. 1340 AH/ 1921 CE) writes:
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Translation: Some rulings regarding the Imamat being Makrth are based on this
principle. The principle is that the Imamat of such a person is Makruh, whom people
dislike or are not inclined towards, such as a person born out of wedlock or a leper
whose leprosy has spread, etc. (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 06, p. 462, Publ. Raza
Foundation, Lahore) ) )
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger J.;4i3<le5 _Loknows best.)
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