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Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: What
is the ruling regarding the person who denies that ‘Esa >l e will return? Is he a

kafir (disbeliever)?

Answer

The belief of Ahl al-Sunnah is that 'Esa sSlJlssdallele st s is alive, he was raised to
the heavens, and death did not occur to him. Near the day of judgment, He >l is

will descend back to earth and will live for many years before passing away. The
return of ‘Esa (>L.Jl s 1o the earth is one of the many signs of the day of judgment

and a truth. Belief in this is from the Durdriyat (essential beliefs) of Ahl al-Sunnah
because it is proven through Mutawatir ahadith. Whoever denies this is out of the
folds of Ahl al-Sunnah and is gravely mistaken and misguided. However, they will
not be declared a kafir.

Allah Almighty states:
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Translation (Kanz al-‘Irfan): And say, “Indeed he is news of the Hour”. (Part 25, Sdrah
al-Zukhruf 43, Verse 61)

‘Allamah Abu al-Fida’ Isma ‘1l Bin ‘Umar Ibn Kasir Dimishqt wgw}»\:@) (d. 774
AH/1373 CE) writes in the commentary of this verse:
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Translation: Mujahid has stated: “Indeed he is news of the Hour” means that the
descending of ‘Esa Ibn Maryam .y.J\.is before the day of judgment is a sign of the

day of judgment. This has been narrated by Abu Hurairah and Ibn ‘Abbas, Abu
‘Aliyah, AbG Malik, ‘Ikramah, al-Hasan, Qatadah, and Dahhak. Mutawatir ahadith
have been narrated from the Messenger of Allah %z in which he informed that ‘Esa
Ibn Maryam »>L.Jl e Will descend as a just Imam and ruler before the day of

judgment. (Tafsir Ibn Kasir, Tafsir Surah al-Zukhruf, Vol. 07, p. 236, Publ. Dar Taibah)
The famous exegete of the Qur’an, Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan Na‘imi1 wgw‘&\:mj (d.

1391 AH/1971 CE) writes in the commentary of the above-mentioned verse:
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Translation: We learn that the descending of ‘Esa y.Jl. )< close to the day of
judgment is a truth, as this is a sign of the day of judgment. (Tafsir Nar al-‘Irfan, p.
787, Publ. Farid Book Depot Limited, Delhi)

There is a hadith narrated in Sahih al-Bukhari, Sahth Muslim, Jami* Tirmizi, Musnad
Ahmad, etc.:
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Translation: The Messenger of Allah &5 stated: | swear by the one in whose control

is my soul, Ibn Maryam will soon descend amongst you as a just ruler. He will break

the cross, he will kill swine, he will abolish Jizyah, and there will be such an

abundance of wealth that there will be no one who will accept it. (Sahth al-Bukhari,

Book of Trading, Chapter of Killing pigs, Vol. 02, p. 774, Hadith No. 2109, Publ. Dar

Ibn Kasir, Damascus)

The Imam of Ahl al-Sunnah, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan A,J;L;;L,sf»\m, (d. 1340AH /

1921 CE) writes:
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Translation: The belief about the descending of ‘Esa s>..Jl< i is from the essential
beliefs of Ahl al-Sunnah. Mutawatir ahadith mention this. Hence, whoever denies

this or makes interpretations to the fact that a person was made to resemble ‘Esa
Jleks is misguided himself and a cause of misguidance. The correct opinion that

is established through evidence is that He +>..Jl.dc was ascended alive and death did

not befall him. Then he will descend, and he will strengthen the religion. Then he will
pass away and be buried with the Messenger of Allah £%z. This is the opinion of the

majority of scholars. The one who differs in this is mistaken. (Al-Mu‘tamad al-
Mustanad ‘Ala al-Mu‘taqad al-Muntaqgad, Chapter 3 about Sam’iyat, p. 305, Publ. Dar
Ahl al-Sunnah, Karachi)

He s Jsdiz~, also states:
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Translation: The opinion of the majority of the scholars is that 'Esa s>\ ssallode has

not yet passed away. He will descend near the day of judgment. He will kill Dajjal. He
will pass away after living for several years. There is one space left for a grave in the
rawdah of the Noble Rasiil £%s; he will be buried there. (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 29,
p. 547, Publ. Raza Foundation, Lahore)

Fagth-E-Millat, Muftt Jalal-Uddin Ahmad Amjadi «ls Jusdize, (d. 1423 AH/2001 CE)

was asked:
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Translation: A sign of the day of judgment is that ‘Esa -s.J\.ic will descend onto the
minaret of the Grand Mosque of Damascus. Then he will offer salah in congregation
with Imam Mahdi w@wﬁ»\&b,. He will also marry and have children and will later be
buried in the rawdah of the Prophet £%5. Zaid states: | believe this, and Bakr states: |

do not believe these things. The question is, are Zaid's statements proven from the
ahadith or not? Furthermore, what is the ruling of Shari‘ah about Bakr?
To this, he replied:
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Translation: Zaid’s statements are proven from the blessed ahadith. Bakr, who does

not believe these things, is misguided, and he must repent. (Fatawa Faiz-Ur-Rasill,
Vol. 01, p. 78, Publ. Akbar Book Sellers, Lahore)
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger J.;di;<le5 _Loknows best.)
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