Ruling on Jokingly Calling Someone a Hindu?
Darulifta Ahlesunnat (Dawateislami)

Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: If one
jokingly says, “Living with the Hindus, you have also become a Hindu” to another
person, what is the ruling on this?
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In relation to the one who calls a Muslim a kafir becoming a kafir themselves, the
jurists have mentioned two cases. First case: If one calls a Muslim a kafir with belief,
i.e., he believes in his heart that this person is actually a non-Muslim, even though
there is no aspect of Kufr in him, the speaker himself will become a kafir. This is
because, considering a Muslim to be a kafir, in reality, is considering Islam to be kufr,
and the one who considers Islam to be kufr becomes a kafir. The second case: If a
Muslim calls another Muslim “kafir” as an insult, while not believing in his heart that
the person is actually a kafir, such a person does not become a kafir himself; however,
he will be a grave sinner.
As for the statement mentioned in the question, a person generally does not intend to
consider them a kafir. Instead, his intention is just to say that this person has adopted
the habits, practices, and the style of kafirs because of staying with them. Therefore,
if a person jokingly calls a Muslim a kafir without believing in his heart that he is
actually a kafir, he himself will not be declared a kafir. This is because calling
someone else a kafir makes that person a kafir himself when he believes in his heart
that he is a kafir, when in reality there is no aspect of kufr in that person. But this is
not the case here; hence, the one who said such will not be declared a kafir, as is the
ruling of the person who says this as an insult to someone, i.e., he is not declared a
kafir. Moreover, saying this to anyone as a joke is impermissible and haram.
Shaykh-e-Muhaqgiq, Shah ‘Abdul-Haq Muhaddith DehlwT «is JLsalies, writes in Lam'at
al-Tangih Fi Sharh Miskhat al-Masabih:
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Translation: Without believing that the religion of Islam is false, if a person calls
someone a kafir as a lie or to insult him, it will be interpreted (i.e., the one who said it

will not be declared a kafir). (Lamt al-Tangih, Chapter of safeguarding the tongue, Vol. 08, p. 142,
Publ. Dar al-Nawadir, Damascus)

Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan NaTmi s aliw~, writes in Mirat al-Manajih Sharh Mishkat al-
Masabih:
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Translation: The one who calls a Muslim a kafir due to an Islamic belief or calling a
Muslim who is certainly and definitely a Muslim a kafir makes the person a kafir



himself. The one who calls someone a kafir as an insult makes him a grave sinner.
(Mirat al-Manajih, Vol. 06, p. 356, Publ. NaTmi Kutub Khana, Guijrat)

The one who calls another Muslim a kafir becomes a kafir himself. The reason for
this is due to believing that a Muslim is a kafir, which results in “considering Islam to
be kufr”. But this truly only happens when he believes the person he is addressing is
a kafir, but in reality, there is no aspect of kufr in him. However, if he said this as an
insult, he would not become a kafir. Thus, it is stated in Radd al-Muhtar ‘Ala al-Durr al-
Mukhtar:
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Translation: It is mentioned in al-Zakhirah that the Mukhtar Lil-Fatawa (the chosen
opinion according to which Fatawa are given) is that if one intended to insult (by
calling someone “kafir”) but does not believe that he is a kafir, he will not become a
kafir. But, if he believes that he is a kafir and addresses him as “kafir” due to this belief,
he will become kafir himself because when he believed that the Muslim is a kafir, he
actually believed that Islam is kufr. (Radd al-Muhtar ‘Ala al-Durr al-Mukhtar, Vol. 06, p. 111, Publ.
Dar al-Mafrifah, Beirut)
It is stated in Al-Fatawa Al-Hindiyah:
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(Al-Fatawa Al-Hindiyah, Vol. 02, p. 278, Publ. Dar al-Kutub al- ‘llmiyah, Beirut)
If one calls a person a kafir with an interpretation in mind, the one who said this will
not become a kafir, as is stated in Barigah Mahmudiyah Fi Sharh Tariqah
Muhammadiyah regarding one interpretation:
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(Barigah Mahmidiyah Fi Sharh Tarigah Muhammadiyah, Vol. 03, p. 176, Publ. Al-Halbi)
Sadr al-Sharrah Mufti Muhammad Amjad ‘All Azami .Jc sl ze~, writes in Bahar-E-

Sharrat:
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Translation: If one calls a Muslim a kafir, he will be given ta'zir (punishment decided
by the judge). As for whether or not the one who said such will become kafir himself,
there are two cases. If he believes that the person is a Muslim, he himself does not

become a kafir. But if he believes that the person is a kafir, he himself is a kafir, as

considering a Muslim to be a kafir is considering Islam to be kufr. (Bahar-e-Shartat, Vol.
02, pt. 09, p. 408, Publ. Maktaba-Tul-Madinah, Karachi)
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger w,ﬂ;wméxﬂc knows best.)
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