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Ruling on Intending to Perform Sajdah Tilawat in
Ruku

Darulifta Ahlesunnat (Dawateislami)

Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: If an
imam performs rukt‘ immediately after reciting an ayah of sajdah, and he makes
the intention of sajdah tilawat within the rukd’, will the sajdah tilawat for the imam
and mugqtadi be fulfilled?

Answer

In the inquired situation, if the imam performed sajdah tilawat immediately after
reciting the ayah al-sajdah and made the intention of sajdah tilawat within the rukd’,
then the sajdah tilawat of the imam is fulfilled. However, the sajdah tilawat of only
those mugtadis will be fulfilled who made the intention of sajdah tilawat; and those
who did not make the intention, their sajdah tilawat will not be fulfilled. The sharT
ruling for these mugqtadis is that they should not perform salam with the imam.
Rather, after the imam performs salam, they should perform sajdah tilawat, repeat
the qa‘dah, and then complete the salah by performing salam.
Nowadays, when people are ignorant of even the basic rulings of salah, adopting
such a method will lead to confusion. Hence, if one does not want to perform sajdah
tilawat separately, a proper method is as follows: immediately after reciting the ayah
of sajdah, the imam should perform rukd’ without the intention of sajdah tilawat;
instead, he should make the intention of sajdah tilawat in the sajdah (of salah). This
way, the mugtadis’ sajdah tilawat will be fulfilled with the imam even if they did not
make the intention of sajdah tilawat.
Regarding the imam making the intention of sajdah tilawat in ruku’, it is stated in Al-
Nahr al-Fa’iq Sharh Kanz al-Daga’iq:
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(Al-Nahr al-Fa’iq Sharh Kanz al-Daqa’iq, Vol. 01, p. 339, Publ. Dar al-Kutub al-

‘lImiyah, Beirut)
For ruku’ to suffice for sajdah tilawat, it is required to make the intention of sajdah
tilawat. Thus, it is stated in Fath al-Qadir:
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(Fath al-Qadir, Vol. 02, p. 18, Publ. Matba“'ah Mustafa al-Babi, Egypt)

If the imam made the intention in rukd® but the mugqtadis did not, the mugqtadis
sajdah tilawat will not count even if they make the intention during sajdah. This is
because when the imam made the intention during ruku’, the ruki* became
designated for the sajdah tilawat, and if it was not offered then, it must be offered
individually afterwards. Thus, it is stated in al-Durr al-Mukhtar:
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Commenting on this, it is stated in Fatawa Shamt:
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(Radd al-Muhtar Ma‘a al-Durr al-Mukhtar, Vol. 02, p. 707, Publ. Quetta)
If, for any reason, the imam does not want to perform sajdah tilawat separately, he
must perform rukd‘ immediately after reciting the ayah of sajdah without making the
intention of sajdah tilawat. Now, when they perform the sajdah of salah, the sajdah
tilawat of the imam and mugqtadis will be fulfilled, regardless of whether the
mugqtadis made the intention. It is stated in al-Durr al-Mukhtar:
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Commenting on this, it is stated in Fatawa Shamt:
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(Al-Durr al-Mukhtar Ma“‘a Radd al-Muhtar, Vol. 02, p. 708-709, Publ. Quetta)

The Imam of Ahl al-Sunnah, A‘la Hazrat, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan x.- ).l was asked
about a situation similar to the one described in the question, to which he ujusf»\m,

< replied:
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Translation: In the inquired situation, if the imam immediately performed ruku*“ and
made the intention of sajdah tilawat within rukd’, his own sajdah tilawat will be
fulfilled. But the mugtadis who didn’t make the intention, their sajdah is not fulfilled
according to a group of scholars, neither can they perform it individually, nor will the
sajdah of salah suffice for it, even if they were to make the intention of sajdah
tilawat in it. The only solution for them would be to perform sajdah tilawat after the
imam performs salam; this sajdah will be a rafi‘ (fulfiller), and it will be fard to repeat
the qa‘dah. If they do not, the salah will become invalid.
When there are such complications, performing sajdah tilawat in the rukt’ of salah
leads to fitnah (confusion) for the mugqtadis, especially in these times of ignorance.
Therefore, the imam should avoid this. The best, most suitable, and safest method
is not to perform a separate sajdah for the tilawat in the inquired situation. Instead,
immediately after reciting the ayah of sajdah, perform the ruki’ of salah without the



intention of sajdah tilawat. Then immediately after gawmah, proceed to the first
sajdah of salah and make the intention of sajdah tilawat. This way, there is no
defect, no karahah, no loss of virtue, nor is there any inconvenience for the mugtadis
even if they did not make the intention of sajdah tilawat at all. This is because when
the sajdah of salah is performed immediately, it itself suffices for sajdah tilawat
even if no intention was made. In fact, even if the imam himself doesn’t make the
intention of sajdah tilawat at all, everyone’s sajdah will still be fulfilled, and both the
imam and the mugqtadi will remain free from any inconvenience. (Fatawa Razawiyah,
Vol. 8, p. 234-236, Publ. Raza Foundation, Lahore) )
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger l.;4i3ls5 Loknows best.)
Answered By: Mufti Muhammad Qasim Attari
Ref No: FSD-9573
Date: 28" Rabi* al-Sant 1447 AH/ 22" October 2025
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