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Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: If a
mugqtadi wants to speak between the igamah and takbir tahrimah, for example, he
wants to tell the imam to announce that there is space in the rows ahead so they
should be filled first, or that the children should remain quiet and not make noise
during jama‘at; is he allowed to speak about such things after the igamah has been
called?

Answer

Speaking without necessity between igamah and takbir tahrimah is Makruh and
disliked. However, if one needs to speak for any religious purpose, such as
informing the imam: “there is space in the previous rows, so make an
announcement that the front rows should be filled”, instructing very young children
to move to the back rows, stopping the children from making noise, or to tell the
person standing beside them about the etiquette of salah, then there is no harm in
this. Moreover, announcing that the rows should be straightened after igamah is
proven from the ahadith.
Speaking between the igamah and takbir tahrimah is proven from the Noble Prophet
“+%= Thus, Abu ‘Abdillah, Imam Muhammad Bin Isma ‘1l Bukhart A?L;d)usﬁ\s\m) (d. 256
AH/870 CE) narrates:
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Translation: The igamah had been called, and the Holy Prophet &%z was whispering

to a person in the corner of the masjid. (Sahth al-Bukhari, Vol. 01, p. 130, Publ. Dar

Tawgq al-Najah, Beirut)

Commenting on this hadith, it is stated in Najah al-Qari Li-Sahth al-Bukhart:
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Translation: The author of talwih stated: This proves the permissibility of speaking

after the igamah has been called, although Ibrahim, Zuhri, and the ahnaf who follow

them have declared this Makrah. You know that the ahnaf only regarded speaking

between igamah and takbir tahrimah Makruh when it is without necessity. However,

when it is for a matter related to religion, it will not be Makrih. (Najah al-Qarr Li-

Sahth al-Bukhari, Vol. 05, p. 140, Publ. Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyah, Beirut)

It is permissible (without any dislike) to speak about a religious matter. Thus,

‘Allamah Badr-uddin ‘AynT «is Jsdizs; (d. 855 AH/1451 CE) has written:
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Translation: | say: Ahnaf has only declared it Makruh to speak between igamah and
takbir tahrimah when it is without need. But if it is for any religious purpose, it is not
Makrih. (‘Umdah al-Qari, Vol. 05, Book of time of salah, p. 158, Publ. Dar lhya’ al-
Turas al-'Arabi, Beirut)

Since general speech is permitted, it is also permissible to remind the imam about
straightening the rows and for the imam to make this announcement. Thus, it is
narrated from Anas s Jlsdl :
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Translation: When the igamah had been called, the Holy Prophet ¢! turned towards
us and stated: “Straighten your rows and stand close together, for indeed | see you
from behind my back.” (Sahth al-Bukhari, Vol. 01, Chapter: The Imam facing the
congregation p. 145, Publ. Dar Tawq al-Najah, Beirut)

Imam Nasa'T <= Jlsdl~, has narrated this from Anas «s Jwsd -, with words

denoting continuity, which tells that this wasn't just a one-time occurrence; instead,
the Noble Rasool +%z would often make this announcement. Thus, he waw‘&\a@)
narrated:
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Translation: It is narrated from Anas 4;.;6)&345\3\6.2,) that the Noble Prophet #%5 used to
say: Straighten your rows, straighten your rows, straighten your rows. | swear by the
one in whose control is my soul, | can see you from behind me just like | can see you
in front of me. (Sunan al-Nasa'1, Vol. 02, p. 91, Publ. Al-Maktabah al-Tijariyah Al-
Kubra, Cairo)
The commentator on al-Bukhari, ‘Allamah Badr-Uddin ‘Ayni 4?1,;65&34\33\&@, has stated
under the hadrith of Sahih al-Bukharrt:
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Translation: It is derived from this hadith that it is permissible to speak between
igamah and salah, and that it is wajib to straighten the rows. (‘Umdah al-Qari, Vol.
05, p. 255, Publ. Dar Ihya’ al-Turas al-‘Arabi, Beirut)
The successor of Muftl A‘zam of India, Shaykh al-Hadith, ‘Allamah Ghulam Rasul
Razawi «Js Jsdlz~, (d. 1422 AH/2001 CE) has written:
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Translation: From this hadith, we get to know that speaking between igamah and
takbir tahrimah is permissible. It also highlights a miracle of the Prophet %z, that
his manner of seeing differs from that of other people. Being able to see from the
front and behind, and in both light and darkness, is among his distinctive qualities, in

which he has no equal. (Tafhim al-Bukharf, Vol. 01, p. 1078, Publ. Tafhim al-Bukhart
Publications, Faisalabad)
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger ﬁi@jg\jg{x;ﬁ\}zknows best.)
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