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Ruling of Salāh if a Verse is Skipped During Recitation 
Darulifta Ahlesunnat (Dawateislami) 

Question 

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: 
Yesterday I recited Surah al-Kafirūn in the first rakʿah of ʿAsr salah. I recited the first 
three verses and then applied waqf. When continuing the recitation, I forgot the 

fourth verse  ْبِدٌ م َا عَبَدْت ُّم َناَ عاَ  and recited the next two verses and then performed وَ لاَۤ ا

rukuʿ. Then I completed the Salāh without performing sajdah sahw. My question is, 
is my Salāh valid, or is the Salāh wājib al-ʾiʿādah because of leaving sajdah sahw? 

Answer 
In the inquired situation, your Salāh is valid, and it is not necessary to repeat the 
Salāh.  
 The detail about this ruling is that skipping a verse during recitation may or may not 
invalidate the Salāh. The principle regarding this is that if waqf (a complete stop) is 
applied before the verse that was skipped, the Salāh is valid in this case, and it 
doesn’t affect the validity of the Salāh. However, if waqf was not applied and the 
meaning is corrupted, the Salāh will become invalid, otherwise not. In the inquired 
situation, because you applied waqf and you skipped the verse after, the Salāh is 
therefore valid.  
The reason that the Salāh does not have to be repeated despite not performing 
sajdah sahw is that repeating a Salāh is only necessary when a wajib is skipped 
intentionally, the salāh is offered with Karāhah Taḥrīmī, or a wājib is forgetfully 
skipped, and sajdah sahw was not performed. But, in the situation described, there 
is no reason for the salāh to become wājib al-ʾiʿādah as skipping a verse does not 
cause sajdah sahw to become wājib. Therefore, since sajdah sahw was not even 
wājib, the salāh offered without performing it is also valid. 
If a verse is skipped from the middle of the Sūrah, then when would the Salāh 
become invalid, and when would it not? Mentioning the principle regarding this, it is 
stated in Fatāwā ʿĀlamgīri:  

لا تفسد اما اذا    ۔ ۔ ۔یالمعن ریغیوصل ان لم   و قفیاما اذا لم  ۔ ۔ لا تفسد۔ ةیاو ببعض آ یاخر ةیان وقف وقفا تاما ثم ابتدا بآ  ةیكان آم ةیذكر آ لو

 حی۔۔۔تفسد عند عامة علمائنا وهو الصحیالمعن ریغ

(Al-Fatāwā Al-ʿĀlamgīri , Vol. 01, p. 80-81, Publ. Quetta) 
Mentioning some examples for this principle, it is stated in Bahār-e-Sharī’at: 

ی سے  ، ج 
ی
ہمارہ فہاسد نہ ہےوئ و ن

، پ  ف کرچ کا ہے
ڑھا ، اگر پ ورا وق  گہ پ  ْ  ﴾۱﴿ العَْصْرِ  ﴿وَ ای ک آی ت  کو دوسری کی ج  لاِْن لاْبَرَْارَ لفَیِْ  کے کر وق ف  پ   سَانَ﴾انِ َ ا   ﴿انِ َ ا

ڑھا، ﴾﴾۲۲مٍ﴿ۙنعَِیْ  لحِٰتِ﴾نَ اٰمَنُّوْ ﴿انِ َ ال ذَِیْ ی ا  پ  ڑھا  ک وق ف  پ   ا وَ عَمِلُّوا الص ٰ ٰٓئِکَ ہُّمْ شَر ُّ البَْرِ ﴿ی ا، ن ھر پ  ٰ ُّول ہمارہ   ﴾﴾۶﴿ ی َۃِ ا ی  ن و ہےوگئ
ف نہ کی ا، پ 

ی اور اگر وق 
ی سے   گی، ج 

ی
ہمارہ فہاسد ہےوج ان  کی صورت  می  ن

ہ
ی  ہےون

ہ ہی مت ع ۔معئ ہہےی  ےی می ال، ورنہ ن  ن ہ



Translation: If a verse was read in the place of another verse and waqf was applied, 

the salāh will not become invalid. For example, if one recited  َ۱﴿ العَْصْرِ  ﴿و﴾  ْ لاِْن  and سَانَ﴾انِ َ ا

then after waqf, they recited  َْلاْبَر ﴾﴾ ۲۲مٍ﴿ۙنعَِیْ  ارَ لفَیِْ ﴿انِ َ ا , or after  ْلِحٰتِ﴾نَ اٰمَنُّوْ ﴿انِ َ ال ذَِی ا وَ عَمِلُّوا الص ٰ , 
they applied waqf and then recited ﴿ِٰٓئِکَ ہُّمْ شَر ُّ البَْرِی َۃ ٰ ُّول ﴾﴾۶﴿ا , the salāh would be valid. 

However, if they did not apply waqf and the meaning is corrupted, the Salāh would 
become invalid, as in this example, otherwise not. (Bahār-e-Sharī’at, Vol. 01, pt. 03, p. 
556, Publ. Maktaba-Tul-Madinah, Karachi) 
If a verse is skipped from the middle of the sūrah, sajdah sahw does not become 
wājib, nor is it necessary to repeat, as Muftī Amjad ʿAlī Aʿzamī تعالى عليه رحمة اللہ  (d. 1367 

AH/ 1947 CE) was asked: 

وع کردی اور ہ سر  ڑھ کر سورۃ  پ سی  حہ پ 
ڑھا رہا ن ھا سورۃ  فہات  ہمارہ پ  ی د ن

حْمٰنَ بِالغَْیْبِ“”وَ خَشِیَ  رہ ڑھ کر الر َ رْهُّ بِمَغْفِرَةٍ و َ اجَْرٍ كَرِیْمٍ“  پ  دی اور ”فبََش ِ ھورڑ ن اَ  چ  ”اِ
؟  نحَْنُّ نُّحیِْ المَْوْتیٰ“ ہہےی   ی ا ن

ی
ہمارہ درست  ادا ہےوئ و کی ا اس صورت  می  ن

، پ 
ی
ائ ہہےی  دہے ہمارہ ن ھی ن ہہےی  کی ا اور ن ےو ن ھی ن وع کردی ا اور ن ھر سح دۃ سہ  سے سر 

Translation: Zaid was offering salāh. He recited Sūrah al-Fātiḥah and then started 

Sūrah Yā Sīn. He recited  ِحْمٰنَ بِالغَْیْب رْهُّ بِمَغْفِرَةٍ و َ اجَْرٍ كَرِیْمٍ  skipped ,وَ خَشِیَ الر َ  and then started فبََش ِ

reciting ٰن اَ نحَْنُّ نُّحیِْ المَْوْتی  He didn’t even perform sajdah sahw, nor did he repeat his .اِ

salāh. In this case, is the salāh valid or not? 
To this, he تعالى عليه رحمة اللہ  replied: 

ےو واچ ت  نہ ن ھا۔  ، اس صورت  می  سح دۃ سہ ح ہے حئ 
ہمارہ ص  ن

Translation: The salāh is valid. Sajdah sahw was not wājib in this case. (Fatāwā 
Amjadiyah, Vol. 01, p. 282-283, Publ. Maktabah Razawiyah, Karachi) 

 وَ 
َ 
وَجَل

مُ عَز َ
َ
عْل
َ
م  وَاُللہ ا

َ 
لہِٖ وَ سَل

ٰ
یْہِ وَا

َ
ی عَل

ٰ
عَال
َ
ی اُللہ ت

َ 
م صَل

َ
عْل
َ
ہ ا
ُ
 رَسُوْل

(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger ی
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َ 
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ٰ
یْہِ وَ ا

َ
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