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Ruling of Salah if a Verse is Skipped During Recitation

Darulifta Ahlesunnat (Dawateislami)

Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following:
Yesterday | recited Surah al-Kafirln in the first rak‘ah of ‘Asr salah. | recited the first
three verses and then applied waqf. When continuing the recitation, | forgot the

fourth verse ,,fm;&[pwts G195 and recited the next two verses and then performed

ruku’. Then | completed the Salah without performing sajdah sahw. My question is,
is my Salah valid, or is the Salah wajib al-’i’adah because of leaving sajdah sahw?

Answer

In the inquired situation, your Salah is valid, and it is not necessary to repeat the
Salah.

The detail about this ruling is that skipping a verse during recitation may or may not
invalidate the Salah. The principle regarding this is that if waqf (a complete stop) is
applied before the verse that was skipped, the Salah is valid in this case, and it
doesn't affect the validity of the Salah. However, if wagf was not applied and the
meaning is corrupted, the Salah will become invalid, otherwise not. In the inquired
situation, because you applied waqf and you skipped the verse after, the Salah is
therefore valid.

The reason that the Salah does not have to be repeated despite not performing
sajdah sahw is that repeating a Salah is only necessary when a waijib is skipped
intentionally, the salah is offered with Karahah Tahrimi, or a wajib is forgetfully
skipped, and sajdah sahw was not performed. But, in the situation described, there
is no reason for the salah to become wajib al-'i‘adah as skipping a verse does not
cause sajdah sahw to become wajib. Therefore, since sajdah sahw was not even
wajib, the salah offered without performing it is also valid.

If a verse is skipped from the middle of the Surah, then when would the Salah
become invalid, and when would it not? Mentioning the principle regarding this, it is
stated in Fatawa ‘Alamgiri:
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(Al-Fatawa Al-‘Alamgri, Vol. 01, p. 80-81, Publ. Quetta)
Mentioning some examples for this principle, it is stated in Bahar-e-Sharr'at:
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Translation: If a verse was read in the place of another verse and waqf was applied,
the salah will not become invalid. For example, if one recited 4&WiY1E)4» -adiispand
then after wagf, they recited %@@g@;;\g’xj\@% or after %%&L}H,’L};;\;ﬁf@égﬁ‘ &b,
they applied waqgf and then recited eéoé%jgmf.é;;c(jjj% the salah would be valid.
However, if they did not apply waqgf and the meaning is corrupted, the Salah would
become invalid, as in this example, otherwise not. (Bahar-e-Sharrat, Vol. 01, pt. 03, p.
556, Publ. Maktaba-Tul-Madinah, Karachi)

If a verse is skipped from the middle of the surah, sajdah sahw does not become
wajib, nor is it necessary to repeat, as Mufti Amjad ‘Ali A'zami w@w‘&\m, (d. 1367

AH/ 1947 CE) was asked:
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Translation: Zaid was offering salah. He recited Surah al-Fatihah and then started
Sarah Ya Sin. He recited & e 91tid 5, skipped i 5 41355845,53853 and then started
reciting L';,:J\S;J’C,aJQ He didn't even perform sajdah sahw, nor did he repeat his

salah. In this case, is the salah valid or not?
To this, he ke Jsdiz, replied:
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Translation: The salah is valid. Sajdah sahw was not wajib in this case. (Fatawa
Amijadiyah, Vol. 01, p. 282-283, Publ. Maktabah Razqwiyah, Karachi)
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger ;i35 _Loknows best.)
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