What is The Ruling of Playing Music at Weddings and Renting

out the Sound System for it?
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Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: Zaid
has a sound system shop and he also operates the sound system himself. He only
takes the sound system to islamic gatherings. But because it is currently wedding
season, people ask him to provide his sound system on rent for playing music at
wedding functions. They also request him to accompany the equipment and
operate it so that the system does not get damaged. They also agree to pay him
the wage for one night. So, the question is, can Zaid himself become an ajir to
provide the service of playing the music and can he rent out the sound system for
this purpose?

Answer
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Playing and listening to music at weddings or at any other occasion is impermissible,
haram, and a sin as music generally contains musical instruments whereas musical
instruments have been prohibited in the Qur’an and Hadith. It is even stated in the
hadith that music produces hypocrisy in the heart. In the described situation,
because being hired as a sound operator for playing music at weddings contains
issues, such as being hired for a sin and assisting someone in sinning, it is therefore
impermissible, haram, and a sin for Zaid to become an ajir for playing music at
weddings. Furthermore, the earning Zaid receives from this is not halal for him
because the earning received from unlawful work is not halal.
As for renting out a sound system, sound systems are used for impermissible (e.g.,
music) and permissible (e.qg., islamic gatherings) purposes. The principle of shari‘ah
is that when something can be used for impermissible and permissible purposes, it
is impermissible to sell or rent it out to such a person about whom it is known that
they will use it for impermissible purpose as this is assisting in sin and assisting in
sin is impermissible and a sin. Therefore, because Zaid knows that in this situation
the sound system will be used for an impermissible purpose, it is impermissible for
Zaid to rent out the sound system for playing music in weddings.
Note — Nikah is not only a Sunnah but it is a great blessing granted by Allah for the
fulfillment of a person's natural needs. We should appreciate this blessing by
ensuring that all wedding-related arrangements are carried out in accordance with
Islamic teachings and avoid anything that Islam has prohibited.
Regarding the condemnation of music and instruments, Allah Almighty states in the
Noble Qur’an:
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Translation (Kanz al-‘Irfan): And among people there are those who purchase words
of amusement so that they may divert from the way of Allah without knowledge; and

take it in mockery. There is humiliating punishment for them. (The Noble Qur’an, Part 21,
Sidrah Lugman, Verse 06)

It is stated in the commentary of the above-mentioned verse in Tafsir Ibn Kasir:
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Translation: It is narrated from Ibn ‘Abbas, Jabir, ‘Ikramah, Sa‘id Bin Jubair,
Mujahid, Makhul, ‘Amr Bin Shu‘aib, ‘All Bin Nudaimah (,@;&&;m‘&\f) and Imam
Hasan .l Jsdlz, states that this verse was revealed regarding singing and

instruments. (Tafsir Ibn Kasir, Vol. 06, p. 331, Publ. Dar Taybah Lil-Nashr Wal-Tawzi")
Under this verse it is stated in Tafsir Sirat-Ul-Jinan:
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Translation: One opinion of the grand exegetes is that «jusi5i in this verse refers to

playing music. (Tafsir Sirat-Ul-Jinan, Vol. 07, p. 475, Publ. Maktaba-Tul-Madinah, Karachi)
Music produces hypocrisy in the heart. Thus, a hadith in Sunan Abt Dawud states
that it is narrated from ‘Abdullah Bin Mas‘ud wdﬂwr&\f, that the Messenger of

Allah #5 stated:
Translation: Singing produces hypocrisy in the heart. (Sunan Abi Dawiid, Chapter of
prohibition of singing and instruments, Vol. 07, p. 287, Publ. Dar al-Risalah al-‘Alamiyah)

Regarding not assisting others in sin, Allah Almighty states:
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Translation: and do not help each other in sin and transgression and be mindful of

Allah. Indeed, Allah is severe in retribution. (The Noble Qur’an, Part 06, Siirah al-Ma’idah,
Verse 02)

Commentating on the above-mentioned verse, Imam Abud Bakr Ahmad Bin “Alr al-
Jassas Razl Hanafl «ls Jusdiaes, (d. 370 AH/ 980 CE) writes:

Sl ol Jeb i85l s 08
Translation: In this verse, there is a prohibited of assisting others in transgression
against Allah. (Ahkam al-Qur’an Lil-Jassas, Vol. 02, p. 381 Publ. Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyah, Beirut)
It is stated in Al-Muhit al-Burhani, al-Bahr al-Ra’iq Sharh Kanz al-Daqa ‘iq, Fath al-
Qadir, and al-Fatawa ‘al-Alamgiri (the following is cited from the first):
A then algde ool goeill s polnadl Lo le V)
(Al-Muhtt al-Burhant, Vol. 08, p. 312, Publ. Dar al-Kutub al-‘llmiyah, Beirut)
Regarding ljarah (hiring) for a sinful act being impermissible, Shams al-’A’immah,
Imam SarakhsT «Js Jlsdz.x, (d. 483 AH/ 1090 CE) writes:
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(Al-Mabsdt Lil-Sarakhst, Vol. 16, p. 38, Publ. Dar al-Ma‘rifah, Beirut)



The wage earned by doing an impermissible act is haram. Regarding this, ‘Allamah
Shaykht Zadah «is Jsdze, (d. 1078 AH/ 1667 CE) writes:
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(Majma‘“ al-Anhur Sharh Multaqa al-Abhur, Vol. 02, p. 384, Publ. Dar al-lhya al-Turas al-Arabr, Beirut)
The Imam of Ahl as-Sunnah, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan ahs Jsdlies, (d. 1340 AH/ 1921

CE) writes:
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Translation: Whatever wage is received for haram work is also haram as neither is

it permissible to get hired for sinful acts, nor for acts of worship. (Fatawa Razawiyah,
Vol. 21, p. 187, Publ. Raza Foundation, Lahore)

It is impermissible to sell such an object which can be used for sinning to such a

person about whom it is known that they will use it for sinning. ‘Allamah ‘Ala-

Uddin Haskafi «ic Jlswlz, (1088 AH/ 1677 CE) writes:
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(Al-Durr al-Mukhtar Ma‘a Radd al-Muhtar, Book of Jihad, Chapter of Rebels, Vol. 04, p. 268, Publ. Dar al-
Fikr, Beirut)

It is stated in Jadd al-Mumtar ‘Ala Radd al-Muhtar:
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(Jadd al-Mumtar ‘Ala Radd al-Muhtar, Vol. 07, p. 75-76, Publ. Maktabah-Tul-Madinah, Karachi)
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger r‘u;gx“ig;&iwgu; knows best.)
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