If a Woman Offers Jumu‘ah in the Masjid, Is Zuhr Still Obligatory
Upon Her?

Darulifta Ahlesunnat (Dawateislami)

Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: It is
known that it is impermissible for women to attend the congregation in the Masjid.
But if women offer Jumu“ah salah in a masjid while observing the complete veil,
and the Imam also intends to lead them, will this fulfill their obligation of Zuhr
salah, or will they have to offer Zuhr?

Answer
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According to Shari‘ah, Jumu‘ah salah is not fard upon women, and they must offer
Zuhr in their homes just like they do on other days. Furthermore, it is prohibited for
women to attend the masjid (to join the male congregations), whether to offer
Jumu‘ah salah or any other salah; this prohibition applies in all cases. However, if a
woman offers Jumu‘ah salah behind an eligible imam while observing the conditions
of iqtida’, and the Jumu-‘ah itself fulfills all of its conditions (e.g., being in a city or
the outskirts of a city, public permission, etc.), then her Jumu-ah salah is valid, and
the Zuhr salah will no longer remain obligatory upon her.
Jumuah is not fard upon women. Thus, it is stated in a hadtth:
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Translation: The Noble Prophet # stated: Jumu‘ah salah is fard upon every baligh

(adult), except four: a child, a slave, a woman, and anill.
(Al-Sunan al-Kubra’, Vol. 03, p. 261, Publ. Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyah, Beirut)

Shams al-’A’immah, Imam Sarakhsi w@w‘&\m, (d. 483 AH/ 1090 CE) writes:
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(Mabsit Sarakhsi, Book of prayer, Vol. 02, p. 22, Publ. Matba‘ah al- Sa‘adah, Egypt)
Malik al-‘Ulama’, ‘Allamah Kasant Hanafi %L;b;usf»\mj (587 AH/ 1191 CE) writes:
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(Bada’i* al-Sana’i‘, Book of prayer, Vol. 01, p. 258, Publ. Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyah, Beirut)

Regarding the prohibition of women attending the congregation, it is stated in Sahih

al-Bukhari, Sunan Abr Dawid, Musnad Ahmad, etc. (cited from al-Bukhari):
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Translation: It has been narrated from ‘A’ishah L@;;dﬁus;‘»\u,;,, that she said: If the

Messenger & had seen what the women have introduced, he would definitely

prohibit them from the Masjid just like the women of Bani Isra’1l were prohibited.



(Sahth al-Bukhart, Book of Azan, Chapter of women attending the masjid, Vol. 1, p. 183, Publ. Dar Tawq al-

Najah, Beirut)

Commenting on the aforementioned hadith, the renowned commentator on Sahih al-

Bukhari, ‘Allamah Badruddin ‘Ayni w&w&\m, (855 AH/ 1451 CE) writes:
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Translation: The statement ‘'what the women have become involved in’' refers to the

beautification, applying fragrance, fine clothing, etc. | say, ‘If Hazrat ‘A’ishah Q“»\g@

s Js were to witness the various innovations and unlawful acts that the women

have introduced, she would prohibit them more strictly.' (‘Umdah al-Qari, Book of the Salah
timings, Vol. 6, p. 158, Publ. Beirut)

‘Allamah ZaylaTHanafT «is Jsdizes, (d. 743 AH/ 1342 CE) writes:

(Tabyin al-Haqa’iq Sharh Kanz al-Daqa’iq, Book of prayer, Vol. 01, p. 140, Publ. Cairo)

If the person whom Jumu‘ah is not fard still offers it, their Jumu“‘ah will be valid, as
stated by ‘Allamah ZaylaTHanafl .is Jusdize~, (d. 743 AH/ 1342 CE):
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(Tabyin al-Haqa’iq Sharh Kanz al-Daqa’iq, Book of prayer, Vol. 01, p. 221, Publ. Cairo)
Sadr al-Shart'ah Muftt Muhammad Amjad ‘Al ’A‘zami «Je Jlsdze; (d. 1367 AH/ 1947
CE) writes:
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Translation: There are eleven conditions for jumu‘ah to become wajib. If any one

condition is not fulfilled, it is not fard. But even then, if one offers it, it will be valid.
(Bahar-e-Shari at, Vol. 01, pt. 04, p. 470, Publ. Maktaba-Tul-Madinah, Karachi)

If they offer Jumu‘ah salah, the Zuhr salah will no longer be necessary, as stated by
Malik al-‘Ulama’, ‘Allamah KasanT Hanafl «ie Jusdizes :
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(Bada’i‘ al-Sana’i‘, Book of prayer, Vol. 01, p. 259, Publ. Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyah, Beirut)
‘Allamah Ibn Nujaym Misrm Hanafi wgu‘&\m, (d. 970 AH/ 1562 CE) writes:
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(Al-Bahr al-Ra’iq, Vol. 02, p. 164, Publ. Dar al-Kitab al-Islam)
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger pi;;fq\'sé;léat\j\"; knows best.)
Answered By: Mufti Muhammad Qasim Attari
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