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Habitually Performing Sajdah Sahw as a Precaution 
Darulifta Ahlesunnat (Dawateislami) 

Question 

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: Zaid 
is the Imām of a masjid. He has a habit of performing a precautionary sajdah sahw 
at the end of every Salāh al-Tasbīḥ. He also informs the congregation beforehand 
regarding performing a sajdah sahw at the end of salāh as a precaution, regardless 
of whether or not any wājib is omitted. So the question is, what is the ruling about 
doing this? Furthermore, Zaid performs the salām of sajdah sahw before reciting the 
durūd. 

Answer 
According to sharīʿah, sajdah sahw becomes wājib due to leaving any wājib from 
the wājibāt asliyah of the salāh; sajdah sahw does not become obligated due to 
shortcomings in azkār and tasbīḥāt. Moreover, if sajdah sahw is not wājib, then 
performing it without any reason is an unnecessary addition to salāh which is 
prohibited by sharīʿah. In this case, once the person performs the salām of sajdah 
sahw, he will exit the salāh. It is for this reason that if the imām performs a 
precautionary sajdah sahw and the masbūq muqtadī (the one who missed all or 
some rakʿāt with the imam) obeys the imām in performing the precautionary sajdah 
sahw, his salāh will become invalid. Furthermore, if one joins the imām after he has 
performed the precautionary sajdah sahw, his salāh will be invalid. But, the salāh of 
the imam and mudrik muqtadī (the one who was in the congregation from beginning 
to end) will be valid.  
Therefore, in the inquired situation, it is prohibited for Zaid to perform a 
precautionary sajdah sahw without any reason. However, in such a situation, the 
salāh of Zaid and the mudrik muqtadīs will be valid. But, if a masbūq muqtadī 
follows Zaid in the precautionary sajdah sahw, his salāh will become invalid. Also, 
the salāh of those who join after Zaid has performed the precautionary sajdah sahw 
will be invalid. 
Keep in mind that if, in the salāh al-tasbīḥ, the imām has a habit of performing a 
precautionary sajdah sahw before reciting durūd without any reason, the imām will 
also be sinful due to his action. This is because even if the imām recites the durūd 
after the precautionary sajdah sahw, it will not be considered to have been recited 
during salāh as he exited the salāh as soon as performed the salām for the 
precautionary sajdah sahw. Hence, he will be regarded as habitual of omitting the 
recitation of durūd in salāh al-Tasbīḥ, whereas it is sunnah muʾakkadah to recite 
durūd after tashahhud in the last qaʿdah of salāh, and habitually leaving this is a sin. 
Furthermore, if a masbūq muqtadī joins the salāh after the imām performed a 
precautionary sajdah sahw, his salāh will become invalid. The cause for the 



invalidity of his salāh will be the imām’s precautionary sajdah sahw, and the imām 
will be blameworthy. 
Sajdah sahw becomes wājib if any wājib from the wājibāt asliyah of salāh is 
forgetfully skipped. Thus, ʿAllāmah Ibn Nujaym Misrī Ḥanafī تعالى عليه رحمة اللہ  (d. 970 AH/ 

1562 CE) writes: 
 هو المراد بقوله بترك واجب لا كل واجب ترك واجب من واجبات الصلاة الأصلية سهوا و  سببه

(Al-Baḥr al-Rāʾiq Sharḥ Kanz al-Daqāʾiq, Book of Salāh, Ch. of Sajdah Sahw, Vol. 02, 
p. 101, Publ. Dar al-Kitāb al-Islāmī) 

Sajdah sahw is not required due to shortcomings in the tasbīḥāt of the salāh. Thus, 
it is stated in Al-Baḥr al-Rāʾiq Sharḥ Kanz al-Daqāʾiq: 

 حاتھایتسب السجود و الرکوع و راتیتکب و یۃالتسم التعوذو کالثناء و ۃبترک السن جبی لا

(Al-Baḥr al-Rāʾiq Sharḥ Kanz al-Daqāʾiq, Vol. 02, p. 106, Publ. Dar al-Kitāb al-Islāmī) 
Regarding performing sajdah sahw without any reason, ʿAlā Hazrat, the Imām of Ahl 
as-Sunnah تعالى عليه رحمة اللہ  states in the answer to a question (If one performs sajdah 

sahw despite it not being required, is the salāh valid or not?): 

ے ےمےےےب  ےسج دہےسہ وےن ماز  ےحاج ت  ےےےی 
ےی ےز  ےےےادت  ےگےےے،ےاوزےممن وعےہ 

ے
ےہ وح اب ےاگرےےےہاں!ےے۔مگرےن ماز  وےج وےمق ت دےی 

ےت  ےن ہ ےےیےعن ےت ےمسب وقےن ھاےےیامامےہ 
 
ےاسےب ےزکعات  ےت عض  ےےی 

ے
ےی ائ

ھے
ےن  ےمےے،وہی  ےحاج ت  ےاگرےاسےسج دہےب  ےےی  وےاسےکیےےکےی ےاسےکاےش 

ےےہ واےت 
 
ائ ےح  ےگےن ماز   محل الانفراد۔  یف  یلانہ اقتدے،زہ 

Translation: Performing sajdah sahw without any reason is an addition to salāh and 
is prohibited, but the salāh will be valid. However, if he is an imām, then the salāh of 
the masbūq muqtadī (i.e., the one who missed some rakʿāt) who joins him in the 
unnecessary sajdah will become nullified, because he followed someone while he 
was independent. (Fatāwā Razawiyah, Vol. 06, p. 328, Publ. Razā Foundation, 
Lahore) 
If a masbūq muqtadī follows the imām in performing a precautionary sajdah sahw, 
his salāh will become invalid. Thus, Shams al-ʾAʾimmah, Imām Sarakhsī تعالى عليه رحمة اللہ  

(483 AH/ 1090 CE) writes:  
 المسبوق لو تابع الإمام في سجود السهو تبين أنه لم يكن على الإمام سهو، فصلاة المسبوق فاسدة  أن

(Al-Mabsūt Lil-Sarakhsī, Ch. of Sajdah Sahw, Vol. 01, p. 229, Publ. Dār al-Maʿrifah, 
Beirut) 

In the case of performing a precautionary sajdah sahw, the salāh will be complete 
once the imām performs salām. Thus, the Imām of Ahl as-Sunnah تعالى عليه رحمة اللہ  

writes in the answer to a question (If the imām forgetfully performs sajdah sahw, 
whereas sajdah sahw was not obligatory, what is the ruling of the imām and 
muqtadī’s salāh, and the salāh of the muqtadīs who joined the salāh after the sajdah 
sahw? Sajdah sahw was not actually required.): 

ےی ےوےمق ت دےےامام ےےن ےےسات قےکیےاں   ےہ وگن ےاسےسج دہےسہ وےمےےیج وےمق ت دےے،یےماز  ےکیےی  ملےےاں  ےکےےت عدے
 
ےن ہ ےےح اب ےن ماز  ےےی 

ے
عےمےےہ وئ

ق  ےوا ےکہےج ت  ےن ھاےی  ےن ھے،سہ وی 
 
ےدہ ت اےسلامےکہےامامےب ےےاےی 

ےہ واےے ےکاےموج ت  ےن ماز  م 
ےخ   ےلع وےن ھاےےےی  حرےے،ےسج دہےی لاےسب ت 

وےاسےسےےت 
ےکیےےےمہےن ےت  ےہ واےاوزےمق ت دےےن ماز  ےی ےطرفےعودی  ےج ر ءےامامےمےےےیمات عدےکوےکسےےےاں  ےامےےی  کت  ےملےش  ےکیےامےی  ےےےے،ےلہ دٰ اےاں  ےی  ن ماز 

ے
ے
 ۔ےہ وئ

Translation: The imām and muqtadī’s salāh are valid. But the salāh of the muqtadīs 
who joined after the sajdah sahw are invalid, given that sajdah sahw was not 
required. The salām that the imām performed to the right caused the termination of 
the salāh. This sajdah was unnecessary and useless. So, the imām did not return to 



the taḥrīmah (state) of salāh and the muqtadīs who joined after did not join the 
imām in any part of salāh. Thus, their salāh is invalid. (Fatāwa Razawiyah, Vol. 08, 
p. 185, Publ. Razā Foundation, Lahore) 
In the answer to a question (What is the ruling of performing sajdah sahw when it 
was not wājib?), it is stated in Fatāwā Faqīh-e-Millat: 

ےن ہ ےےاگر ےاوزسج دہےسہ وےواج ت  دےہ  ضےمن ف 
خ  ےوہےس  ےت ےلےے،ن ھاےی  وےات ےکےک 

ےےےاسےکیےت  ےہ وگن ےسج دہےسہ وےکےیےاسےے،یےن ماز  وزت  ےی لاےض 
 
وےمدُزکےاوزےامامےکیےےات ےطرحےاگرےامامےب

ےےت  ےںی ےن ماز 
یےے ا ےہ وح  وےاسےکیےےےاسےے،گےی 

ےہ وےت  ےی  ےسہ وےواج ت  ےکہےج ت   ےےلئے
ےن  ےسےےسلامےن ھےےےت  ےی 

 
ےےےیےہ ےےےب

 
ےن مامےہ وےح ائ ےےےن ماز   ۔ےہ 

Translation: If the person is offering salāh individually and sajdah sahw was not 
wājib, yet he still performed it, his salāh will be valid. Similarly, if the imām 
performed sajdah sahw without any reason, the salāh of the Imām and mudrik are 
valid because when the sajdah sahw is not wājib, then performing salām while 
intending it concludes the salāh. (Fatāwā Faqīh-e-Millat, Ch. Sujūd al-Sahw, Vol. 01, 
p. 397, Publ. Nishān-e-Manzil Publication, Lahore) 
It is stated in Al-Fatāwā al-ʿĀlamgīrī regarding nullifying the salāh without any 
reason: 

 ۃ الا لضرور جوزیلا   ۃقطع الصلا  ان

(Al-Fatāwā al-ʿĀlamgīrī, Ch. of What nullifies salāh and what is Makrūh, Vol. 01, p. 
109, Publ. Dār al-Fikr, Beirut) 

It is stated in Bahār-E-Sharīʿat: 

ے ی اےت ع ےےن ماز  وز 
ےت  ےےی  وےجرامےہ 

 ۔ےعد زےہ وےت 
Translation: If the salāh was nullified without any valid excuse, then it is ḥarām. 
(Bahār-E-Sharīʿat, pt. 4, p. 697, Publ. Maktaba-Tul-Madīnah, Karachi) 
The act which leads to something impermissible is itself impermissible. Thus, it is 
stated in al-Hidāyah, Tabyīn al-Ḥaqāʾiq, Fatḥ al-Qadīr (the following is cited from al-
Hidāyah): 

 أن سبب الحرام حرام  الأصل

(Al-Hidāyah, Vol. 04, p. 374, Publ. Dār Iḥyā al-Turās) 
According to the majority of the jurists, reciting durūd after tashahhud in the final 
qaʿdah is sunnah. Thus, it is stated in Fatḥ al-Qadīr, al-Mabsūt Lil-Sarakhsī, and Fatḥ 
Bāb al-ʿInāyah (cited from Fatḥ Bāb al-ʿInāyah): 

 عليه الجمهور(  ليست بواجبة، و يسيء تاركها، و نا وهي سنة عند سلم و  آلہ و و  ہیاللہ عل ی)يصلي على النبي صل  بعد التشهد( الأخير )و

(Fatḥ Bāb al-ʿInāyah, Book of Salāh, Vol. 01, p. 267, Publ. Dār al-Arqam, Beirut) 
It is stated in Fatāwā Amjadiyah: 

ے ےمےےن ماز  ےےی  ۔ےےفےت ےدزودےش  ےمو کدہےہ  ت 
 پ  ھت اےسب 

Translation: Reciting durūd in salāh is sunnah muʾakkadah. (Fatāwā Amjadiyah, Vol. 
01, p. 75, Publ. Makatabah Razawiyah, Karachi) 
It is stated in Bahār-E-Sharīʿat:  

ے
ےسب ت  ےمو کدہےہ ےےی 

ےت عض  ےےی  ےت ےکہےش  ےمےےعت  ی اکےی  ے ےےدےت ےاسےپ 
ے
کےکیےیےی ازےن ھےےکےی ےی لاعد زےاے،آئ ےاوزےپ  ےہ  خقےملامت 

وےمسن 
کےکرے،ےت  ہ ادےپ  وےف اسق،ےمردودےالس 

ےکرےےت  ےعادت  ے،ہ 
ے
۔مسن  ی ازےہ   خقے

Translation: Some sunnahs are muʾakkadah because sharīʿah has emphasized 
them. The one who skips it even once without a valid reason is deserving of 
reproach. The one who makes a habit of leaving it is a fāsiq, their testimony is 



rejected, and they are deserving of punishment. (Bahār-E-Sharīʿat, Vol. 01, pt. 4, p. 
662, Publ. Maktaba-Tul-Madīnah, Karachi) 
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