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Habitually Performing Sajdah Sahw as a Precaution
Darulifta Ahlesunnat (Dawateislami)

Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: Zaid
is the Imam of a masjid. He has a habit of performing a precautionary sajdah sahw
at the end of every Salah al-Tasbih. He also informs the congregation beforehand
regarding performing a sajdah sahw at the end of salah as a precaution, regardless
of whether or not any wajib is omitted. So the question is, what is the ruling about
doing this? Furthermore, Zaid performs the salam of sajdah sahw before reciting the
durtd.

Answer

According to shari ah, sajdah sahw becomes wajib due to leaving any wajib from
the wajibat asliyah of the salah; sajdah sahw does not become obligated due to
shortcomings in azkar and tasbihat. Moreover, if sajdah sahw is not wajib, then
performing it without any reason is an unnecessary addition to salah which is
prohibited by shari“ah. In this case, once the person performs the salam of sajdah
sahw, he will exit the salah. It is for this reason that if the imam performs a
precautionary sajdah sahw and the masbiq mugtadt (the one who missed all or
some rak‘at with the imam) obeys the imam in performing the precautionary sajdah
sahw, his salah will become invalid. Furthermore, if one joins the imam after he has
performed the precautionary sajdah sahw, his salah will be invalid. But, the salah of
the imam and mudrik muqtadrt (the one who was in the congregation from beginning
to end) will be valid.

Therefore, in the inquired situation, it is prohibited for Zaid to perform a
precautionary sajdah sahw without any reason. However, in such a situation, the
salah of Zaid and the mudrik mugtadis will be valid. But, if a masbuqg mugtadi
follows Zaid in the precautionary sajdah sahw, his salah will become invalid. Also,
the salah of those who join after Zaid has performed the precautionary sajdah sahw
will be invalid.

Keep in mind that if, in the salah al-tasbih, the imam has a habit of performing a
precautionary sajdah sahw before reciting durtd without any reason, the imam will
also be sinful due to his action. This is because even if the imam recites the durud
after the precautionary sajdah sahw, it will not be considered to have been recited
during salah as he exited the salah as soon as performed the salam for the
precautionary sajdah sahw. Hence, he will be regarded as habitual of omitting the
recitation of durud in salah al-Tasbih, whereas it is sunnah mu’akkadah to recite
durtd after tashahhud in the last ga‘dah of salah, and habitually leaving this is a sin.
Furthermore, if a masbug mugtadi joins the salah after the imam performed a
precautionary sajdah sahw, his salah will become invalid. The cause for the



invalidity of his salah will be the imam’s precautionary sajdah sahw, and the imam
will be blameworthy.

Sajdah sahw becomes wajib if any wajib from the wajibat asliyah of salah is
forgetfully skipped. Thus, ‘Allamah Ibn Nujaym MisrT HanafT «s Jsdizs, (d. 970 AH/

1562 CE) writes:
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(Al-Bahr al-Ra’iq Sharh Kanz al-Daqa’iq, Book of Salah, Ch. of Sajdah Sahw, Vol. 02,
p. 101, Publ. Dar al-Kitab al-Islamn)

Sajdah sahw is not required due to shortcomings in the tasbihat of the salah. Thus,
it is stated in Al-Bahr al-Ra’iq Sharh Kanz al-Daqa’iq:
(Al-Bahr al-Ra’iq Sharh Kanz al-Daqa’iq, Vol. 02, p. 106, Publ. Dar al-Kitab al-Islami)
Regarding performing sajdah sahw without any reason, ‘Ala Hazrat, the Imam of Ahl
as-Sunnah wgwﬁ»\m, states in the answer to a question (If one performs sajdah

sahw despite it not being required, is the salah valid or not?):
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Translation: Performing sajdah sahw without any reason is an addition to salah and
is prohibited, but the salah will be valid. However, if he is an imam, then the salah of
the masbiq mugqtadi (i.e., the one who missed some rak‘at) who joins him in the
unnecessary sajdah will become nullified, because he followed someone while he
was independent. (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 06, p. 328, Publ. Raza Foundation,
Lahore)
If a masbug mugqtadi follows the imam in performing a precautionary sajdah sahw,
his salah will become invalid. Thus, Shams al-’A’immah, Imam Sarakhsi wguf»\m,
(483 AH/ 1090 CE) writes:
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(Al-Mabsiit Lil-Sarakhst, Ch. of Sajdah Sahw, Vol. 01, p. 229, Publ. Dar al-Ma‘rifah,
Beirut)

In the case of performing a precautionary sajdah sahw, the salah will be complete
once the imam performs salam. Thus, the Imam of Ahl as-Sunnah %uuﬂusa‘mmj

writes in the answer to a question (If the imam forgetfully performs sajdah sahw,
whereas sajdah sahw was not obligatory, what is the ruling of the imam and
mugqtadr’s salah, and the salah of the mugtadis who joined the salah after the sajdah
sahw? Sajdah sahw was not actually required.):
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Translation: The imam and mugtadr's salah are valid. But the salah of the muqtadis
who joined after the sajdah sahw are invalid, given that sajdah sahw was not

required. The salam that the imam performed to the right caused the termination of
the salah. This sajdah was unnecessary and useless. So, the imam did not return to




the tahrimah (state) of salah and the mugqtadis who joined after did not join the
imam in any part of salah. Thus, their salah is invalid. (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 08,
p. 185, Publ. Raza Foundation, Lahore)

In the answer to a question (What is the ruling of performing sajdah sahw when it
was not wajib?), it is stated in Fatawa Faqih-e-Millat:
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Translation: If the person is offering salah individually and sajdah sahw was not
wajib, yet he still performed it, his salah will be valid. Similarly, if the imam
performed sajdah sahw without any reason, the salah of the Imam and mudrik are
valid because when the sajdah sahw is not wajib, then performing salam while
intending it concludes the salah. (Fatawa Fagih-e-Millat, Ch. Sujud al-Sahw, Vol. 01,
p. 397, Publ. Nishan-e-Manzil Publication, Lahore)
It is stated in Al-Fatawa al-‘Alamgiri regarding nullifying the salah without any
reason:
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(Al-Fatawa al-'Alamgiri, Ch. of What nullifies salah and what is Makrih, Vol. 01, p.
109, Publ. Dar al-Fikr, Beirut)
It is stated in Bahar-E-Shari at:
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Translation: If the salah was nullified without any valid excuse, then it is haram.
(Bahar-E-Shari*at, pt. 4, p. 697, Publ. Maktaba-Tul-Madinah, Karachi)
The act which leads to something impermissible is itself impermissible. Thus, it is
stated in al-Hidayah, Tabyin al-Haqa'iq, Fath al-Qadir (the following is cited from al-
Hidayah):
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(Al-Hidayah, Vol. 04, p. 374, Publ. Dar Ihya al-Turas)
According to the majority of the jurists, reciting durud after tashahhud in the final
ga‘dah is sunnah. Thus, it is stated in Fath al-Qadir, al-Mabsut Lil-Sarakhsi, and Fath
Bab al-‘Inayah (cited from Fath Bab al-‘Inayah):
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(Fath Bab al-‘Inayah, Book of Salah, Vol. 01, p. 267, Publ. Dar al-Argam, Beirut)
It is stated in Fatawa Amjadiyah:
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Translation: Reciting durud in salah is sunnah mu’akkadah. (Fatawa Amjadiyah, Vol.

01, p. 75, Publ. Makatabah Razawiyah, Karachi)
It is stated in Bahar-E-Shari at:
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Translation: Some sunnahs are mu’akkadah because shari'ah has emphasized

them. The one who skips it even once without a valid reason is deserving of
reproach. The one who makes a habit of leaving it is a fasiq, their testimony is



rejected, and they are deserving of punishment. (Bahar-E-Shari‘at, Vol. 01, pt. 4, p.
662, Publ. Maktaba-Tul-Madinah, Karachi)
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger .l.;4i3ls5 Loknows best.)
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