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Ruling of Calling Igamah For the Second Jama“ah in

a Local Mosque
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Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: When
establishing a second jama“ah in the local masjid, should igamah be called? Please
provide guidance.

Answer

Offering salah with the first jama“‘ah of the masijid is wajib upon every sane and
adult Muslim. Deliberately missing the jama‘ah without a valid sharT excuse is
impermissible and sinful. Indeed, severe warnings have been mentioned in the
ahadith regarding those who neglect the jama“ah.
However, if some individuals were unable to attend the first jama‘ah due to a valid
sharT excuse, they may establish a second jama‘ah, provided that there is someone
present who is eligible to lead the salah. The second jama‘ah should be established
away from the mihrab, and the azan should not be repeated, as repeating the azan
for a second jama‘ah is impermissible. There is, however, no issue in calling the
igamah for the second jama‘ah.
Note — Unless there is a valid shari'ah reason, it is impermissible to skip the first
jama‘ah out of laziness in hope of attaining a second jama“ah.
Regarding jama‘ah, Ibn ‘Abbas wgw‘&\f, narrates that the Messenger of Allah x%s
stated:
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Translation: Whoever heard the azan and did not come to salah, his salah is
deficient, unless there is a valid excuse. (Sunan Ibn Majah, Vol. 01, Hadith No. 793,
p. 260, Publ. Dar Ihya’ al-Kutub al-‘Arabiyah)
Commentating on a similar hadith, Muftt Ahmad Yar Khan Na ‘Tmi e &z~ , writes:
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Translation: As far as the azan can be heard, it is absolutely necessary upon the
people at such distance to come to the masjid. (Mir’at al-Manajih, Vol. 02, p. 153,
Publ. Na‘im1 Kutub Khanabh, Gujrat)
It is wajib upon every sane, adult, Muslim to offer salah with the first congregation of
the masjid. Skipping the jama‘ah without any valid reason is a sin, as stated in
Bad3'i‘ al-San3’i‘, Durar al-Hukkam Sharh Ghurar al-Ahkam, and Fatawa ‘Alamgirt
(the text is cited from the latter):
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(Al-Fatawa al-Hindiyah, Book of Salah, Vol. 01, p. 82, Publ. Dar al-Fikr, Beirut)

The Imam of Ahl as-Sunnah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan g&gw‘&\z@, writes:
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Translation: Offering all five salah in the masjid with jama“ah is wajib. Skipping it
even once without a valid reason is a sin. (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 07, p. 194, Publ.
Raza Foundation, Lahore)
The second jama‘ah should be offered away from the mihrab without repeating the
azan, as the Imam of Ahl as-Sunnah, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan w@wa‘&\w, states:
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Translation: The precise conclusion, established truth, refined outcome, careful
analysis all by the grace of Allah is that: according to us repeating the jama‘ah with
arenewed azan is prohibited and a bid‘ah. This is the refined opinion of our Imam
A‘zam w@us;‘»\&;a, and the Zahir al-Riwayah. The outcome of this is that the karahah

(dislike) is in relation to the repeated azan, not the jama“‘ah itself. But if jama“ah is
established without repeating the azan, it is absolutely permissible and accepted.
Our scholars have consensus on this. Now whether this is solely permissible or
blended with some karahabh, the Sahih (correct) opinion about this is: If the second
jama‘ah is offered in the mihrab, then it is Makruh, and if it is offered away from the
mihrab, then there is absolutely no karahah. It is solely Mubah and permitted.
(Summarized from Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 07, p. 125-128, Publ. Raza Foundation,
Lahore)

Sadr al-Shari‘ah Muftt Muhammad Amjad ‘Ali A'zami wgw‘&\a@) writes:
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Translation: If jama‘ah has already been established with azan and igamah in
accordance with the sunnah method in the local masjid in which there is an
appointed imam, then establishing a second jama‘ah with azan and igamah in the
same arrangement as the first jama‘ah is Makruh. But if the second jama‘ah is
established without calling azan, then there is no issue given that it is established
away from the mihrab. Moving right or left of the mihrab is sufficient to alter the
“arrangement” of the jama‘ah. (Bahar-E-Shari‘at, Vol. 01, p. 583, Publ. Maktaba-Tul-
Madinah, Karachi)
There is no issue in calling igamah for the second jama‘ah. Thus, the question was
asked in Fatawa Razawiyah, “should igamah be called for the second jama‘ah or
not, and should the Imam recite out loud in the second jama‘ah of a jahri salah or
should he recite quietly out of consideration of those who are offering sunnah so



that they do not get distracted.” Answering this, the Imam of Ahl as-Sunnah &z~
ks Jls stated:
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Translation: Repeating the azan for a second jama‘ah is impermissible, but there is
no issue in calling the iqgamah. In a jahr salah, the Imam of this congregation
should recite as loud as required, even if others are offering sunnah. (Fatawa
Razawiyah, Vol. 07, p. 194, Publ. Raza Foundation, Lahore)
He states in another place:
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Translation: Repeating the azan for a second jama“ah in the local masjid is
prohibited. There is no issue in (repeating) igamah. (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 05, p.
157, Publ. Raza Foundation, Lahore)
Skipping the first jama‘ah without a valid reason in hope of attaining a second
jama‘ah is not permitted. Thus, it is stated in Fatawa Razawiyah:
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Translation: | say: we do not permit purposefully skipping the first jama‘ah relying
on the other (jama‘ah). Therefore, whoever heard the caller of Allah calling and he
did not respond without any valid reason, he is sinful and he is deserving of
disciplinary punishment. (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 07, p. 162, Publ. Raza Foundation,
Lahore)
It is stated in Fatawa Faiz-Ur-Rasul:
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Translation: The permissibility of a second jama‘ah is only for those who are unable
to attend the first jama‘ah due to a valid reason. It is not for those who purposefully
skip the first jama‘ah without a valid excuse, in reliance on attending a second one,
as this is undoubtedly impermissible and sinful. (Fatawa Faiz-Ur-Rasdl, Vol. 01, p.
357-358, Publ. Nishan-e-Manzil Publications, Lahore)
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger .l.;Ji;.dz4_loknows best.)
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