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Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: It is
established in the hadith that offering nafl salah at home is superior to offering it in
the masjid. Does this virtue also apply in comparison to offering nafl in Masjid al-
Haram and Masjid al-Nabawi? In other words, is offering nafl at home superior to
offering nafl in these two noble Masajid (Haram and Nabawt)?

Answer
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Undoubtedly, it is proven from the saying and actions of the Noble Rasool £ that
offering salah, other than fard, such as nafl and other prayers, in the home is
superior. This virtue is unrestricted and includes Masjid al-Nabawi and Masjid
Haram as well. Therefore, offering sunnah and nafl salah at home is superior to
offering it in the two noble Masajid. The reason for this is that offering nafl in
seclusion is preferred and offering nafl at home provides more seclusion and
greater protection from ostentation. Also, this will become a means for mercy and
blessings in the home.
Nowadays, it has become common for people to offer sunnah and nafl prayers in
the masajid along with the fard salah. If someone does not offer sunnah and nafl
salah in the masjid, people will begin to develop negative assumptions about them.
Along with this, there is a fear that one may skip the sunnah and nafl salah after
returning home due to becoming occupied in other activities. Even if one does offer
them, they do not feel the same level of humility and devotion (Khushi* and
Khudi) due to not having the same atmosphere as in the masjid. Therefore, the
sunnah and nafl salah should be offered in the masjid nowadays so that one can
offer them with tranquility and others are not led to negative assumptions.
It is reported on the authority of Zaid Bin Thabit wdwa\ﬁ\f) that the Messenger of
Allah #5 stated:
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Translation: The salah a person offers in his home is superior to the salah he offers
in this masjid of mine, except the obligatory prayers.

(Sunan Abt Dawud, Vol. 01, p. 274, Publ. Al-Maktabah al-‘Asriyah, Beirut)
‘Allamah Badr-Uddin ‘Aynt wgu&\m, states in commentary of the above

mentioned hadtth:
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Translation: Based on this, if one offers nafl in Masjid al-Madinah, it is equal to
offering a thousand salah according to the opinion that nafl is included in the



generality of the hadith, whereas if he offers it in his home, it is better than a
thousand salah. The ruling of Masjid al-Makkah and Bayt al-Maqdis is the same.
(‘Umdah al-QarT Sharh Sahth al-Bukhari, Vol. 05, p. 267, Publ. Dar Ihya al-Turas al-
‘Arabiy, Beirut)

Regarding the blessed habit of the Noble Rasool # for offering sunnah and nafl
salah, it is reported in Sunan Abr Dawid:
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Translation: It is narrated from ‘Abdullah Ibn Shaqiq that he said: | asked ‘A’ishah
L@;.e@usf»\w@ about the Noble Rasool's # nafl salah. She said: He would offer four

rak'ah before Zuhr in my home, then he would exit and lead the people in prayer.
Then he would return to my home and offer two rak‘at. He would lead the people in
Maghrib, then he would return to my home and offer two rak‘at. He would lead
them in ‘Isha, then he would enter my home and offer two rak-at... Then when Fajr
would begin, he would offer two rak‘at, then he would exit and lead the people in
Fajr salah.

(Sunan Abr Dawud, Vol. 02, p. 18, Summarized, Publ. Dar Ihya al-Turas al-‘Arabiy,
Beirut)

Listing the reason that offering nafl at home has been encouraged, Imam Muhy-
Uddin Yahya’ Bin Sharf al-NawawT .= Jisdz.a, States:

:MJJ\@J}g)‘@J;\gw\gs_xﬁg,‘ww\woyb‘;ww.\,%L@.JL@;J%.ﬁng&w&wug
orb bl i 5 AN
Translation: Offering nafl in the home has been encouraged because it provides
greater seclusion, is further from ostentation, is more protected from the causes
which destroy the deeds. Furthermore, (it has been encouraged) so that it causes
blessings in the home, mercy and angels descend therein, and shaytan is driven
away.
(Sharh al-Nawawr ‘Ala al-Muslim, Vol. 06, p. 68, Publ. Dar lhya al-Turas al-‘Arabi,
Beirut)
If one fears that they will get occupied with other activities upon returning home,
then nafl should be offered in the masjid, as stated in Al-Durr al-Mukhtar Ma ‘a
Radd al-Muhtar:
,---L@Jguj@p\wuw(u&ij@@iowuwiyiﬂ;wd@dﬁmﬂj\@,\,ﬂ\%@d@\@d@%)
S lahagas sts sl Jantoboss golS sl i gllane ot cssment sl el sl g5 eoa
C}jw\,u&\o%‘w\
(Al-Durr al-Mukhtar Ma“‘a Radd al-Muhtar, Vol. 02, p. 22, Publ. Dar al-Fikr, Beirut)
A‘la Hazrat Imam Ahmad Raza Khan .- )iz~ ,« L states in his Fatawa:
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Translation: Offering sunnah and nafl salah at home is better and this was the
blessed habit of the Messenger of Allah . In summary, the initial Mustahab ruling
is that preceding sunnahs (such as the two rak‘ah of Fajr, the four rak‘ah of Zuhr,
‘Asr, and ‘Isha) should all be offered at home before going to the Masjid as this will
increase the reward. For subsequent sunnahs (such as two rak‘ah of Zuhr,
Maghrib, and ‘Isha), those who are certain about themselves that they will not get
occupied in such activities which will prevent them from offering sunnah after
returning home, they should return from the Masjid after having offered the Fard
salah and offer the sunnah at home; this is better. One additional reward of this is
that all of the steps taken towards the home with the intention of offering sunnah
will be recorded as good deeds. However, the one who doesn't have confidence
about himself should offer it in the Masjid to ensure that he doesn't skip the salah
itself in effort of attaining greater reward. But, this does not contradict the greater
virtue of offering salah at home. An example of this is witr salah. Delaying it until
the end of the night is better. But the one who isn't confident about waking up
should offer it earlier.
Now, the general practice of Muslims is to offer the sunnah in the Masajid. This
has its benefits, such as the tranquility found in Masajid is not the same as in the
homes. Moreover, going against the common practice results in criticism, finger-
pointing, spreading suspicion, and it opens the door to backbiting. Hence, because
this ruling is at the level of Mustahab, the consideration of these benefits is given
preference over this.
(Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 07, p. 415-416, Publ. Raza Foundation, Lahore)
The renowned commentator of Bukhart, Muft Sharif-Ul-Haq Amjadr < &z~

states:
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Translation: Offering nafl salah at home is superior to offering it in the masjid as
seclusion and being hidden is preferred in nawafil so that there is no involvement
of ostentation and showoff. But, offering nawafil in the masajid has become
common nowadays. If one does not offer nafl in the masjid, people will accuse
them. Hence, offering it in the mas;jid in order to protect people from negative
assumptions has become crucial to a certain extent.
(Nuzhah al-Qart Sharh Sahth al-Bukhart, Vol. 02, p. 380, Summarized, Publ. Farid
Bookstall, Lahore) / /
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger 1u;a 542481l knows best.)

Answered By: Mufti Muhammad Qasim Attari
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