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Is Charity Valid If It Is Given Without Informing the 
Recipient? 

Darulifta Ahlesunnat (Dawateislami) 
Question 

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: If one 
gives someone sadaqah (charity) without informing them that it is charity, will the 
sadaqah be considered valid and fulfilled? 

Answer 
In the inquired situation, the sadaqah given without informing the recipient (that it is 
sadaqah) is fulfilled because in sharīʿah the intention of the donor is considered; 
informing the recipient or the recipient knowing that this is sadaqah is not required 
at all. Even for zakāh, if one gives an eligible recipient some money calling it a ‘gift’ 
while intending the payment of zakāh, then the zakāh will be fulfilled. This same 
ruling applies for Nafl (voluntary) sadaqah. Moreover, if one doubts that the 
deserving person will not take the money if he is informed that it is sadaqah or he 
will feel ashamed then it is better to give him the money without informing him. But 
it should be noted that when giving obligatory sadaqah, one should be reasonably 
satisfied that the person is eligible. 
ʿAllāmah ʿAbdur-Raḥmān Bin Muḥammad Shaykhī Zādah Dāmād Āfandī تعالى   رحمة اللہ

  :writes (d. 1078 AH/1667 CE) عليه

 الدافع لا لعلم المدفوع إليهالعبرة  لنية  ان

Translation: The intention of the donor is considered, not the knowledge of the 
recipient. (Majmaʿ al-Anhur Sharḥ Multaqā al-Abḥur, Book of Zakāh, Ch. the 
conditions for the fulfillment of Zakāh, Vol. 01, p. 196, Publ. Dār Iḥyāʾ al-Turās al-
ʿArabiy, Beirut) 
The Imām of Ahl as-Sunnah, Imām Aḥmad Razā Khan تعالى عليه رحمة اللہ  (d. 1340 

AH/1921 CE) writes: 

کو   ی   اصل
   ی  م  ۃ  ہے کہ ز 

ے  ت  ن  ، بے اس کے ادا ن ہ ط ہے   ی  شر
 
   ی  ...ن ھر اس م  ہےوت

لاً دل   ت  اعت بےاز صرف ن  ہےاز کرے، مبر ےان  سے کچ ھ اوز اظ  ب
کا ہے اگر چ  ز 

کو   ی  م 
ےہ  اب  کا ازادۃ ک  ۃ  ز  ےان  سے ہےب ب

ےہ کر د اب  اوز ز   کہ
ض  ح  ا،ب  ق 

کو   ح ی  ص
ےتے پ  ز   گی  ۃ  مذ ہ

ے
ام ادا ہےو جےاب   ہیاو قرضا تجز ۃفلو سماھا ھب  یۃسملا اعتبار للت: ہے  ی  م  ی ۔ شر

   ۔الاصح یف
ےھ   ت  ن ھر ن  ل   والے ک  ن  ی  صرف د   ی ن  ، ے   ن  ت ہے بے ن ہ

ےھ کر لے، اس کا علم اصلاً معت  ےذ ا اگر ع . . ی  والا کچ ھ سمچ ن  زشرب ہ دازون کو  ذ ب  .و لہ ی  کے دن  ا
ے  ہ
کو   ی  جے 

ا سکی   ید ۃ  ز  ، کچ ھ زوی   ی جے ب ام کر کے د یذ ب  ع ہب  ہے  ع اب  کا 
 
ےون ب ےھ کر ل ی ہے  یذ ب  اوز ان ہ    ی   ی  اوز اس کے دل م  اب  سمچ

ھ  ت  ن 
کو   ی  "م  ی ن 

ےہ  ب ای  د ۃ  ز  ب
ےلاشر ہےون" ب

 گی
ے
 ۔ ادا ہےو جےاب

Translation: The principle is that the intention of zakāh is required; without intention 
the zakāh will not be fulfilled. Moreover, only the intention is taken into 
consideration, even if one expresses something else verbally.. For example, if one 



had the intention of zakāh in the heart but said that it is a gift or a debt, then the 
zakāh will be fulfilled according to the saḥīḥ (correct) opinion. It is stated in Shāmī: 
There is no consideration for the name. Therefore, if one called it a ‘gift’ or ‘debt’, 
even then the zakāh will be fulfilled according to the asaḥ (most accurate) opinion. 
Furthermore, only the intention of the donor is considered. With whatever intention 
the recipient takes the money will not be considered at all… Therefore, if one gave 
money to his zakāh eligible relatives on the day of ʿEīd calling it ʿeīdī (ʿEīd money), 
and they even took it considering it to be ʿeīdī, but the donor had the intention of 
giving zakāh, the zakāh is undoubtedly fulfilled. (Fatāwā Razawiyah, Vol. 10, pp. 65-
67, Publ. Razā Foundation, Lahore) 
Sadr al-Sharīʿah, Muftī Muḥammad Amjad ʿAlī Aʿzamī تعالى عليه رحمة اللہ  (d. 1367 

AH/1948 CE) writes: 

کو  
ے  اس ک ی  م  ن  ی  د ۃ  ز  وزت  ن ہ ق   ی  صر 

کو   ب  کہ ف 
   ۃ  کو ز 

ےلکہ صرف ن  ےہ کر دے، ب کو   ت  کہ
   ۃ  ز 

 
،  کاف ےہ  ہےانن  ہے    اب  ب ک کہ اگر ہےب

ےہ کر دے اوز ن   کہ
ض  کو   ت  ق 

ہےو ادا  ک ۃ  ز 

ے  ے ی  ۔ ی ہےو گی ےذ  اب  ب ذ ز  ی  وہ   اب   ی  ہ
 
  اب  ب ان  کھاب

ے
ح ون کے مٹھات   بے

 
ب ام سے د یذ ب  ع اب  کھاب ے  یکے  اجے صر  ی ادا ہےو گی ےعض  محب  کو   وزت  ۔ ی

ے  ہب  کا زوی   ۃ  مب ذ ز  ہ
،  ب ات  ل  ی  ن  ن  ہ  ا ج 

ے  کو   ی  ان ہ
ےہ کر د ۃ  ز  ے  اب  کہ و ن ہ

 گا ی 
ے
کو   ی  ل  ی  جےاب

ےذ ا ز  ۔ ۃ  گے، لہ کہے  کا لق ظ  ی  
Translation: When giving zakāh, it is not necessary to inform the sharʿī faqīr that this 
is zakāh. Rather, just making the intention of zakāh is sufficient. Even so, if one 
gives it to them calling it a gift or debt, but they have the intention of zakāh, it will be 
fulfilled. Similarly, if it is given with the name of nazr, hadiyah, for eating pan, for 
sweets for the children, or ʿeīdī, it will be fulfilled. Some destitute and eligible people 
do not like taking zakāh money, and if they are informed that this is zakāh, they will 
not take it. Therefore, it should not be called zakāh. (Bahār-E-Sharīʿat, Vol. 01, pt. 05, 
p. 890, Publ. Maktaba-Tul-Madīnah, Karachi) 
ʿAllāmah ʿAbdul-Ghanī Bin Ismāʿīl Nāblusī تعالى عليه رحمة اللہ  (d. 1143 AH / 1731 CE) 

writes: 
 كان المتصدق عليه يؤذيه ذلك ويكرهه فترك أذى المؤمن أفضل  إذا

Translation: If informing the recipient will cause them embarrassment and they will 
dislike it, then it is better to avoid harming a Muslim. (Al-Ḥadīqah al-Nadiyah Sharḥ 
al-Tarīqah al-Muḥammadiyah, Vol. 02, p. 349, Publ. Dār al-Kutub al-ʿIlmiyah, Beirut) 
Muftī Abdul-Wājid Nayyar Qādrī تعالى عليه  رحمة اللہ  (d. 1439 AH/2018 CE) writes:  

کو   وۃ
ات  حےو مضف ز  ے  ۃ  حض    ،ی  ہ

م و ع  ے  ک  ت  ب  مگر شر من  دست  شوال دزاز  ن ہ  . ی  وچے سے لوگون کے شا
 
ے  . کرب کو   ی  . ان ہ

 ز 
ے
ےاب ج ےف ہے  ۃ  بے حف ہ ب جای

 ی کے ب 
ب ام پ  د ۔  ب ای  کے  ل ہے

 اف ض 
Translation: Those who are eligible of receiving zakāh but they do not beg people 
out of shame and self-respect, it is better to give it to them under the guise of a gift 
rather than calling it zakāh. (Fatāwā Europe, p. 284, Publ. Shabīr Brothers, Lahore) 
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