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Is Charity Valid If It Is Given Without Informing the

Recipient?
Darulifta Ahlesunnat (Dawateislami)

Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: If one
gives someone sadaqah (charity) without informing them that it is charity, will the
sadaqah be considered valid and fulfilled?

Answer

In the inquired situation, the sadagah given without informing the recipient (that it is
sadagah) is fulfilled because in shari‘ah the intention of the donor is considered;
informing the recipient or the recipient knowing that this is sadaqah is not required
at all. Even for zakah, if one gives an eligible recipient some money calling it a ‘gift’
while intending the payment of zakah, then the zakah will be fulfilled. This same
ruling applies for Nafl (voluntary) sadagah. Moreover, if one doubts that the
deserving person will not take the money if he is informed that it is sadagah or he
will feel ashamed then it is better to give him the money without informing him. But
it should be noted that when giving obligatory sadaqah, one should be reasonably
satisfied that the person is eligible.
‘Allamah ‘Abdur-Rahman Bin Muhammad Shaykhi Zadah Damad Afandi J&S;&\?\M)
s (d. 1078 AH/1667 CE) writes:
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Translation: The intention of the donor is considered, not the knowledge of the
recipient. (Majma“ al-Anhur Sharh Multaqa al-Abhur, Book of Zakah, Ch. the
conditions for the fulfillment of Zakah, Vol. 01, p. 196, Publ. Dar Ihya’ al-Turas al-

‘Arabiy, Beirut)
The Imam of Ahl as-Sunnah, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan %L;JL,‘:Q&\:M, (d. 1340

AH/1921 CE) writes:
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Translation: The principle is that the intention of zakah is required; without intention

the zakah will not be fulfilled. Moreover, only the intention is taken into
consideration, even if one expresses something else verbally.. For example, if one



had the intention of zakah in the heart but said that it is a gift or a debt, then the
zakah will be fulfilled according to the sahth (correct) opinion. It is stated in Shamr:
There is no consideration for the name. Therefore, if one called it a ‘gift’ or ‘debt,
even then the zakah will be fulfilled according to the asah (most accurate) opinion.
Furthermore, only the intention of the donor is considered. With whatever intention
the recipient takes the money will not be considered at all... Therefore, if one gave
money to his zakah eligible relatives on the day of ‘Eid calling it ‘e1dr (‘Eld money),
and they even took it considering it to be ‘eidi, but the donor had the intention of
giving zakah, the zakah is undoubtedly fulfilled. (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 10, pp. 65-
67, Publ. Raza Foundation, Lahore)

Sadr al-Shari‘ah, Muftt Muhammad Amjad ‘AlT A'zamT s Jlsdiz.~, (d. 1367

AH/1948 CE) writes:
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Translation: When giving zakah, it is not necessary to inform the shar'1 faqir that this
is zakah. Rather, just making the intention of zakah is sufficient. Even so, if one
gives it to them calling it a gift or debt, but they have the intention of zakabh, it will be
fulfilled. Similarly, if it is given with the name of nazr, hadiyah, for eating pan, for
sweets for the children, or ‘eld, it will be fulfilled. Some destitute and eligible people
do not like taking zakah money, and if they are informed that this is zakah, they will
not take it. Therefore, it should not be called zakah. (Bahar-E-Shari“at, Vol. 01, pt. 05,
p. 890, Publ. Maktaba-Tul-Madinah, Karachi)

‘Allamah ‘Abdul-GhanT Bin Isma ‘Tl NablusT «Js Js .-, (d. 1143 AH / 1731 CE)

writes:
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Translation: If informing the recipient will cause them embarrassment and they will
dislike it, then it is better to avoid harming a Muslim. (Al-Hadiqah al-Nadiyah Sharh
al-Tarigah al-Muhammadiyah, Vol. 02, p. 349, Publ. Dar al-Kutub al-'limiyah, Beirut)
Muftt Abdul-Wajid Nayyar Qadri «ls Jusdize~, (d. 1439 AH/2018 CE) writes:
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Translation: Those who are eligible of receiving zakah but they do not beg people

out of shame and self-respect, it is better to give it to them under the guise of a gift
rather than calling it zakah. (Fatawa Europe p. 284, Publ. Shabir Brothers, Lahore)
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger g“,d\,wan\gwknows best.)
Answered By: Mufti Muhammad Qasim Attari
Ref No: FAM-1108
Date: 5" Ramadan al-Mubarak 1447 AH/ 23 February 2026
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