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Ruling of Repeating Surah al-Fatihah in the Third
Rak ah of Fard Salah

Darulifta Ahlesunnat (Dawateislami)

Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: Zaid
was leading Maghrib salah. In the third rak‘ah he recited surah al-Fatihah two times
by mistake and did not perform sajdah al-sahw at the end; he just completed his
salah as per usual. What is the ruling of the imam and muqtadr’s salah?

Answer

In the described situation, the imam and mugtadi’s salah are valid. There is no need
to repeat the salah.

The detail regarding this issue is that if one mistakenly repeats the entire surah al-
Fatihah or majority of strah al-Fatihah before reciting a surah in the first two rak‘at
of fard salah or in any rak‘ah of witr and nafl salah, then sajdah al-sahw becomes
wajib due to delaying a wajib (of adding a sirah). However, reciting strah al-Fatihah
and adding a sirah in the last two rak‘at of a fard salah (i.e., the third rak‘ah of
Maghrib and the last two rak‘at of Zuhr, ‘Asr and ‘Isha’) are not wajib. Hence,
mistakenly repeating al-Fatihah in the last two rak‘at does not cause delay in any
wajib act; instead it is similar to repeating tasbih and sana’, which does not
necessitate sajdah al-sahw. Therefore, since sajdah al-sahw is not wajib on the
imam in the inquired situation, the salah is valid.

Listing the wajib acts of salah, ‘Allamah ‘Alauddin Haskafi A?L;ng‘&\a;») (d. 1088

AH/1677 CE) writes:
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Translation: Similarly, (it is wajib) to not repeat sirah al-Fatihah before reciting a

surah.

Under this, ‘Allamah Ibn ‘Abidin Shamt DimishqT «le Jusdizes, (d. 1252 AH/1836 CE)

writes regarding the obligation of sajdah al-sahw due to repeating surah al-Fatihah:
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Translation: If one recited surah al-Fatihah two times in the first two rak‘at, sajdah

al-sahw becomes wajib due to delaying the wajib of reciting a strah, as mentioned

in al-Zakhirah and other works. Similarly, if one recited the majority of surah al-

Fatihah and then repeated it (sajdah al-sahw will become wajib), as written in al-

Zahiriyah. (Radd al-Muhtar Ma‘a al-Durr al-Mukhtar, Vol. 02, p. 188, Publ. Quetta)
It is stated in Bahar-E-Shari“at:
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Translation: If a single verse from surah al-Fatihah is skipped or al-Fatihah is
repeated before reciting a surah in the first two rak‘at of a fard salah or any rak‘ah
of nafl and witr salah... sajdah al-sahw is wajib in all of these cases. (Bahar-E-
Shari‘at, Vol. 01, pt. 04, p. 710, Publ. Maktaba-Tul-Madinah, Karachi)
Repeating surah al-Fatihah in the third and fourth rak‘ah of a fard salah does not
obligate sajdah al-sahw. It is stated in Munyah al-Musalli in the wajibat of salah:
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Translation: From the wajibat of salah is to recite surah al-Fatihah specifically and to
recite it specifically in the first two rak‘at. Also, (it is wajib) to recite sirah al-Fatihah
only once in the first two rak‘at.
Commenting on this, it is stated in Ghunyah al-Mutamallr:
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Translation: The ruling of reciting surah al-Fatihah has been limited to the first two
rak‘at because reciting it only once is not wajib in the later (third & fourth) rak-at.
Even so that if one mistakenly repeated it (in the later rak‘at), sajdah al-sahw is not
wajib. This is because there is no specific recitation for the later rak‘at. Rather, one
can recite the Qur’an if he wants, he can recite tasbihat if he wants, or he can remain
silent if he wants. Hence, the repetition of al-Fatihah at that time is like repeating
tasbih and sana’, and it will not obligate sajdah al-sahw, as mentioned explicitly by
the scholars. (Ghunyah al-Mutamalli Ma“‘a Munyah al-Musallt, Vol. 02, p. 134, Publ.
India)
It is stated in al-Jawharah al-Nayyirah:
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Translation: If one recites al-Fatihah twice in the latter two rak‘at, sajdah al-sahw is
not wajib on him. (Al-Jawharah al-Nayyirah, Vol. 01, p. 92, Publ. Multan)
It is stated in Bahar-E-Shari at:
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Translation: Repeating surah al-Fatihah in the last two rak‘at of fard salah does not
obligate sajdah al-sahw at all. (Bahar-E-Shari“at, Vol. 01, pt. 04, p. 711, Publ.
Maktaba-Tul-Madinah, Karachi) ) )
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger mi,;j@'\55\51’;:C“»\ngaknows best.)
Answered By: Mufti Muhammad Qasim Attari

Ref No: FSD-9887
Date: 12" Shawwal al-Mukarram 1447 AH/ 015t April 2026
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