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Are the Transitional Takbirat of Salah Sunnah
Mu’akkadah or Ghair Mu akkadah?

Darulifta Ahlesunnat (Dawateislami)

Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: Are
the takbirat-e-intiqal (transitional takbirat) of salah sunnah mu’akkadah or ghair
mu’akkadah, such as the takbir uttered when going into rukd’, going into sajdah, and
when returning from sajdah?

Answer

The transitional takbirat are sunnah mu’akkadah. In the books of figh, it is explicitly
mentioned that the transitional takbirat are sunnah, but no clarification was found
on whether they are sunnah mu’akkadah or ghair mu’akkadah. However, Sultan al-
‘Ulama’ "Allamah "Alr Qar w«.~ )lzdchas explicitly mentioned in his commentary of

hadith, Mirgat al-Mafatih, that they are sunnah mu’akkadah.

Regarding the transitional takbirat being sunnah, it is stated in Sharh Mukhtasar al-
Karkhi, Bada’i* al-Sana’i’, Sharh al-Wiqayah, and its commentary Hashiyah ‘Umdah
al-Ri‘ayah (the following text is cited from the latter):
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Translation: Then one should utter the takbir for rukt'. This takbir and all other
transitional takbirat are a sunnah which are proven from numerous ahadith.
(‘Umdabh al-Ri‘ayah ‘Ala Sharh al-Wigayah, Vol. 02, p. 92, Publ. Dar al-Kutub al-
‘llmiyah)
‘Allamah Al Qari =~ Jlzic states regarding the transitional takbirat being sunnah
mu’akkadah:
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Translation: The takbirat for transitioning are from among the sunnah mu’akkadah
acts. (Mirgat al-Mafatih, Vol. 02, p. 659, Publ. Dar al-Fikr, Beirut)
The following reasonings support the statement of ‘Allamah “All QarT z.~ Jlze:

(1) The basic difference which distinguishes sunnah mu’akkadah from ghair
mu’akkadah is whether the Noble Rasul £%z would perform the act consistently or

not. If he performed it consistently, then it becomes mu’akkadabh. In light of this
principle, it becomes clear that the transitional takbirat are sunnah mu’akkadah
because the Noble Rasul £%z continued to utter, until his apparent demise, the

transitional takbirat in salah when going into any rukn, and it is not proven that he
omitted them even once.
The Noble Prophet £z consistently performing an action or performing it only

occasionally is the distinguishing factor between sunnah mu’akkadah and ghair
mu’akkadah, as mentioned in al-Wajiz F1 Usul al-Figh:
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Translation: Sunnah mu’akkadah: The principle of this division is that this is
whatever the Noble Prophet %2z consistently performed and did not omit except to

prove that it is permissible to omit it... Sunnah ghair mu’akkadah: The principle of
this division is that this is whatever the Noble Prophet %< did not perform

consistently, but He %z would perform it occasionally. (Al-Wajiz F1 Usdl al-Figh al-

Islam, Vol. 01, p. 340, Publ. Dar al-Khayr Lil-Taba‘ah Wal-Nashr, Damascus)
It is stated in al-Nahr al-Fa’iq with reference to Fath al-Qadir:
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Translation: (Sunnah mu’akkadah) is what the Noble Prophet %2 performed

consistently but occasionally omitted it. (Al-Nahr al-Fa’iqg, Vol. 01, p. 36,
Summarized, Publ. Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyah)
It is stated in Radd al-Muhtar:
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Translation: The one who leaves a sunnah mu’akkadah will be sinful, not due to
leaving the sunnah itself, but because this indicates belittling and carelessness for
that which the Noble Prophet £¢x performed consistently throughout his life. This

principle applies to all sunnah mu’akkadahs. (Radd al-Muhtar Ma‘a al-Durr al-

Mukhtar, Vol. 01, p. 474, Publ. Dar al-Fikr)
This has also been mentioned by the Imam of Ahl as-Sunnah .. :
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Translation: One fundamental point is this: from what is a sunnah established? It is
established by the Noble Prophet %z consistently performing an act either

unconditionally or while occasionally omitting it. And what is required for an act to
be deemed wajib? It is condemnation for omitting it (in addition to consistency), or
uninterrupted consistency. One should therefore ponder which congregation the
Noble Prophet £%5 consistently attended and regarding the omission of which
congregation there is condemnation. It is evident that this was the first
congregation. Therefore, the ruling of being wajib or sunnah mu’akkadah applies
only to the first congregation, not congregations as a whole (which would include
the second congregation as well). (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 07, p. 110, Publ. Raza
Foundation, Lahore)

The Prophet #%z would consistently utter the transitional takbirat. This is proven

from the following hadith of Sahih al-Bukhart:
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Translation: It is narrated that ‘Imran Bin Hussain mentioned that he offered salah
with “All wgw&\f) in Basrah. Then he said: He has reminded us of the salah we

used to offer with the Messenger of Allah £%z. Then he said that the Prophet +%s

would utter takbir at each raising and each bowing. (Sahth al-Bukhari, Hadrth No.
784)
And He %5 observed this consistently until his apparent demise. Regarding this,

Imam Malik &..~, narrates in his Muwatta and Imam Shafi‘T &..~, in his Musnad:
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Translation: The Messenger of Allah $2 would utter takbir in salah at each bowing

and each rising. This continued to be his method of salah until his apparent demise.
(Muwatta Imam Malik, Vol. 01, p. 76, Publ. Dar lhya’ al-Turas al-'Arabiy)
‘Allamah ‘AlT QarT &..~, writes in commentary on this hadith:
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Translation: He < continued to offer salah with transitional takbirat until his

apparent demise. (Mirgat al-Mafatih Sharh Mishkat al-Masabih, Vol. 02, p. 688, Publ.
Dar al-Fikr)
It is not proven that He # omitted this even once. It is stated in al-Nihayah:
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Translation: The Prophet %%z never offered salah without its sunnahs, such as

raising the hands for tahrimabh, uttering takbir at every bowing and raising, etc.
Moroever, it has not been narrated even once that the Prophet %z did not raise his

hands for tahrimah or did not utter takbir when bowing or raising. (Al-Nihayah F1
Sharh al-Hidayah, Vol. 04, p. 71, Publ. Markaz al-Dirasat al-’Islamiyah Bi Jam‘ah
Umm al-Qura)
(2) Another difference between sunnah mu’akkadah and ghair mu’akkadah is that
omitting a sunnah mu’akkadah causes karahah and 'isa’ah, whereas omitting a
ghair mu’akkadah does not result in “isa’ah. With regard to the transitional takbirat,
it is explicitly stated in the books of figh that omitting them results in “isa’ah, which
proves that the transitional takbirat are sunnah mu’akkadah. Thus, in the chapter of
the sunnahs of salah, the books of figh first state the ruling of the sunnah that:
“omitting them results in “isa’ah”, and then they include the transitional takbirat
from amongst those sunnahs. For example, it is stated in al-Durr al-Mukhtar:
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Translation: (The sunnahs of salah) omitting a sunnah does not result in invalidation
of the salah or sajdah al-sahw, but leaving them intentionally without belittling it
results in isa’ah, (are: the takbir for going into rukd’) and (the takbir for standing
from rukd’)...(the takbir for bowing into sajdah) and (raising from sajdah itself) and
(the takbir when raising from sajdah). (Al-Durr al-Mukhtar Ma“‘a Radd al-Muhtar, Vol.
01, p. 473-476, Publ. Dar al-Fikr)
Here, an objection could have been raised that, in al-Durr al-Mukhtar, the etiquettes
are listed among the sunnah acts, leading to the possibility that the transitional




takbirat are from the sunnah ghair mu’akkadah, etiquettes, and mustahabbat.
However, Fatawa Razawiyah explicitly ruled that omitting the transitional takbirat
constitutes ‘isa’ah and karahah, thereby eliminating the possibility that they are
from the sunnah ghair mu’akkadah or etiquettes.

The Imam of Ahl as-Sunnah ..~ , states that if the imam omits the transitional

takbirat, the muqtadi should not follow the imam and he should utter the takbirat,
and he also mentions that omitting them constitutes 'isa’ah and karahah. Thus, he
states:
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Translation: Similarly, one should not obey the imam in omitting sunnahs; rather this
will constitute 'isa’ah and karahah. If the imam omits them, the mugqtadi should
perform them, given that this does not cause him to miss following the imam in any
wajib act of salah. Therefore, the scholars state that if the imam omits raising the
hands in takbir tahrimah, the tasbih of ruku® or sujud, the transitional takbirat, or the
invocations of gawmah, then the mugtadi should not omit it, as mentioned in Nazm
al-Zandusi, al-Khaniyah, al-Khulasah, al-Bazzaziyah, al-Hindiyah, Khizanah al-Muftin,
Fath al-Qadir, al-Ghunyah, al-Durr al-Mukhtar, Hashiyah al-Durar Lil-'Allamah
Shurumbulali, etc. The following is summarized from the text of al-Bazzaziyah:
There are nine things which the mugtadi should perform even if the imam abandons
them: raising the hands in takbir tahrimah, the takbir for ruka“ and sujud, reciting
tasbih in them both, uttering tasmir’ (omuq‘&\@“), etc.” (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 06,

p. 408, Publ. Raza Foundation, Lahore) )
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger ﬁj@jg\jgg&;i&\}zknows best.)
Answered By: Mufti Muhammad Qasim Attari
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