The Ruling on a Shaykh-E-Fani Who is Not Capable of Paying
Fidyah

Darulifta Ahlesunnat (Dawateislami)

Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: If
someone is a Shaykh-e-Fani, they are required to pay the fidyah of fasting. But the
question is, if one is not capable of paying the fidyah either, then what should they
do?

Answer
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A Shaykh-e-Fani (i.e., a person who has become so weak due to old age that they
can no longer observe the fasts and there is no hope that they will ever regain the
ability to do so in the future) is required to feed a miskin or shar 7 faqir two filling
meals for each fast, or pay the amount of one sadaqah al-fitr to a miskin or sharT
faqir for each fast. However, if such a person is a destitute and is not capable of
paying fidyah, then they must perform istighfar. If they later gain the ability to pay
fidyah, then they must pay it at that time.

It is stated in the Noble Qur’an about a Shaykh-e-Fanr:
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Translation (Kanz-Ul-‘Irfan): And those who are incapable, then for them there is
the feeding of a destitute individual (miskin) as expiation. (Part 02, Sirah al-

Baqarah, Verse 184)
Under this verse, it is narrated in Sahth al-Bukharr:
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Translation: Ibn ‘Abbas states: This verse is not abrogated. This refers to a very old
man and very old woman who are incapable of fasting. Hence, they must feed one
miskin for each day (of not fasting). (Sahth al-Bukhari, p. 1101, Hadrth No. 4505,
Publ. Beirut)

Instead of feeding, it is also permissible to pay the amount of a sadagah al-fitr for
each fast. It is stated in Bahar-E-Sharr at:
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Translation: When a Shaykh-e-Fani (i.e., an old person who has reached such an
age that he is growing in weakness every day) becomes incapable of observing

fasts, and there is no hope that they will gain enough strength to fast in the future,
then it is allowed for them to skip fasts. But for every fast they must pay a fidyah,



i.e., it is wajib upon them to feed a miskin two filling meals or give the amount of a
sadagah al-fitr to a miskin for every fast. (Bahar-E-Shari‘at, Vol. 01, pt. 05, p. 1006,
Publ. Maktaba-Tul-Madinah, Karachi)

If a Shaykh-e-Fant is a destitute then he must perform istighfar. It is stated in
Hashiyah al-Shalbri ‘Ala Tabyin al-Haqa'iq:
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Translation: If one is not capable of feeding due to being a destitute, they should
seek forgiveness from Allah and repent for their shortcomings. (Hashiyah al-Shalbrt
‘Ala Tabyin al-Haqa’iq, Vol. 02, p. 199, Publ. Beirut)
The Imam of Ahl as-Sunnah, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan wgw&\mj states:
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Translation: Those who are unable to observe fasts, they must feed one miskin for
each fast. Those who are unable to do this as well must wait until they gain the
ability to do so. Meanwhile, they should repent and seek forgiveness from their lord,
for He states in the Noble Qur’an: Allah does not place a burden upon any soul
except to the extent of its strength. (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 11, p. 221, Publ. Raza
Foundation, Lahore)
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger w,fux,u.;mvu knows best.)
Answered By: Abu-Muhammad, Muhammad Faraz Attari Madani
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