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Ruling on Leaving the First Qa'dah of a Sunnah Ghair
Mu akkadah Salah

Darulifta Ahlesunnat (Dawateislami)

Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: If one
forgot to sit in the second rak‘ah of the sunnahs of ‘Asr and mistakenly stood up,
and then performed sajdah al-sahw at the end, is the salah valid?

Answer

In the situation in question, when one forgetfully skipped the first ga‘dah and
performed sajdah al-sahw in the end, the sunnahs are valid. The reason for this is
that the sunnahs of ‘Asr are sunnah ghair mu’akkadah, which are entirely subject to
the rulings of nafl. Although every qa‘dah of a nafl salah is fard, according to the
sahth (correct) opinion when one offers a nafl salah with the intention of four rak'at,
the first ga‘dah attains the status of wajib. Therefore, if it is omitted forgetfully, then
offering sajdah al-sahw will compensate for it, just as it does for other wajibat, and
the four rak‘at will be deemed complete.

The Imam of Ahl as-Sunnah, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan w@m&\aﬁ;, (d. 1340 AH /

1921 CE) writes:
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Translation: The ruling of sunnah ghair mu’akkadah, such as the four rak‘at before
‘Asr and ‘Isha’, is that they are nafl. As for the four rak'at sunnah mu’akkadah, such
as the sunnah before Zuhr and Jumu‘ah as well as other sunnahs, their rulings go
beyond the ruling of a general nafl salah. (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 08, p. 130, Publ.
Raza Foundation, Lahore)
‘Allamah Radi-Uddin Muhammad Bin Muhammad Sarakhsi %ud)w;ﬁ\:m) (d. 571

AH/1175 CE) writes:
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Translation: If one offered a four rak‘at nafl salah and did not perform ga‘dah in the

end of the second rak‘ah, the salah is valid according to istihsan. According to
Imam Muhammad, and this is also the opinion of Imam Zufar Hl.g.~,, the salah is

not valid according to giyas because each shuf ah (pair of rak'at) of a nafl salah
constitutes an individual salah. This is evident by the fact that surah al-Fatihah and a
surah are recited in each shuf‘ah... But the evidence of Imam A‘zam and Imam Abl
Yusuf L&&ugu;&\a@, is: just like nafl salah is legislated as two rak‘at, nafl is also



legislated as four rak‘at. Hence, when one proceeds to the second shuf-ah, it
became clear that the takbir tahrimah obligated four rak‘at, making it like a four
rak‘at fard salah. (Al-Muhit al-Radawt, Book of Salah, Ch. of general nawafil, Vol. 01,
p. 270, Publ. Dar al-Kutub al-‘[lmiyah, Beirut)

‘Allamah Burhan-Uddin Ibrahim Bin Muhammad Halbi w@wa‘&\m, (d. 956 AH /

1549 CE) writes:
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Translation: If one began a four rak‘ah nafl salah, whether it is a sunnah or other
than a sunnah, and they did not sit at the end of the second rak‘ah, (they skipped the
first ga‘dah) then Imam Abi Hanifah and Imam Aba Yisuf dilg.~, state that the

salah is not invalidated in the described situation, neither is it necessary to make up
for anything. This is because performing qa‘dah at the end of two rak‘at in a nafl
salah is not fard in itself. Rather, it is fard due to an external factor, which is exiting
the salah if one were to complete the salah at the end of the second rak‘ah. But
when one did not complete their salah and made it into a four rak‘at salah, then the
time of completing the salah has not arrived. Hence, that ga‘dah was not fard.
(Ghunyah al-Mutamalli Sharh Munyah al-Musalli, Ch. of nawafil, Vol. 02, p. 172, Publ.
Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyah, Beirut)
The Imam of Ahl as-Sunnah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan W@bﬁc&\b, (d. 1340 AH /
1921 CE) writes:
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Translation: The sahih opinion regarding tarawih is that, in all circumstances, one
shuf‘ah will be counted, even if one offered four rak‘at and did not sit except in the
last ga“‘dah. But in other than tarawih, the sahih opinion is that if one offered four
rak‘at then all will be valid. (Jadd al-Mumtar ‘Ala Radd al-Muhtar, Book of Salah, Ch.
of the mustahabbat, Vol. 03, p. 468, Publ. Maktaba-Tul-Madinah, Karachi)
‘Allamah ‘Ala’-Uddin Muhammad Bin ‘Alf Haskaft w&w;&\mj (1088 AH/1677 CE)
writes:
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Translation: If one forgetfully skipped the first ga‘dah in a nafl salah, they should
perform sajdah al-sahw at the end, and the salah will not become invalid according
to istihsan. (Al-Durr al-Mukhtar Sharh Tanwir al-Absar, Book of Salah, Ch. of sajdah
al-sahw, p. 100, Publ. Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyah, Beirut)
‘Allamah Syed Ahmad Bin Muhammad Tahtawi Hanafi @;guﬁ&\a@, (d. 1231 AH/

1815 CE) states in the commentary of the above text:
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Translation: The ruling that the salah will not become invalid is according to

istihsan. This is because, by standing up, he made it into a single salah. Thus, the

ga‘dah remains wajib, while only the last qa‘dah is fard. (Hashiyah al-Tahtaw1 ‘Ala

al-Durr al-Mukhtar, Book of salah, Ch. of sajdah al-sahw, Vol. 02, p. 514, Publ. Dar al-

Kutub al-‘limiyah, Beirut)



Sadr al-Shari‘ah Mufti Muhammad Amjad ‘All A'’zamT «is Jsdze, (d. 1367 AH/1948
CE) writes:
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Translation: If one offered four rak‘ah of nafl and missed the first ga‘dah, even if he
did so deliberately, the salah will not become invalid. But if one forgetfully stood up
for the third rak‘ah, one should not return to the ga‘dah; rather one should perform
sajdah al-sahw. In this way, the salah will be complete. (Bahar-E-Shari"at, Vol. 01, pt.
04, p. 667, Publ. Maktaba-Tul-Madinah, Karachi)
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger Fj..zjg\\jg;i&i&\;hz knows best.)
Answered By: Mufti Muhammad Qasim Attari
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