
 بسم اللہ الرحمن الرحیم

Ruling on Performing Tayammum Using a Plastered 
or Painted Wall 

Darulifta Ahlesunnat (Dawateislami) 
Question 

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: Here, 
walls are plastered by mixing cement and sand. Please provide sharʿī guidance as 
to whether it is permissible to perform tayammum with a wall which has such a 
plaster. Furthermore, if such a plaster is then painted, what would be the ruling of 
tayammum? 

Answer 
If the wall which has been plastered with cement and sand is pure, then performing 
tayammum with such a wall is permissible. This is because cement and sand are 
both earthen material and the principle of sharīʿah is that it is permissible to perform 
tayammum with any earthen material (i.e., anything that neither turns into ash, nor 
melts, nor softens upon being burnt). Furthermore, if the paint applied to the plaster 
is made of an earthen material, such as limestone powder, then it is permissible to 
perform tayammum with it as well. However, if the paint is made of non-earthen 
material, such as oil-based paint and plastic paint, then performing tayammum with 
it is not allowed. But if it has enough dust that the impression of the hand becomes 
visible on it, then tayammum can be performed from it. 
Regarding performing tayammum with pure soil, it is stated in the Qurʾān: 

بًا﴾  ﴿فلَمَْ تجَِدُوْا مَآءً فتََیَم َمُوْا صَعِیْدًا طَی ِ
Translation (Kanz-Ul-ʿIrfān): and (if you) do not find water, then perform tayammum 
with pure soil. 
In the commentary of this verse, it is stated in Aḥkām al-Qurʾān Lil-Jassās:  

 الرمل  اختلف الفقهاء فيما يجوز به التيمم، فقال أبو حنيفة: يجزي التيمم بكل ما كان من الأرض: التراب و

Translation: The jurists differ on what can be used to perform tayammum. Abū 
Ḥanīfah تعالى عليه رحمة اللہ  said: It is permissible to perform tayammum with anything that 

is an earthen material, such as soil, sand, etc. (Aḥkām al-Qurʾān Lil-Jassās, Vol. 02, 
p. 487, Publ. Dār al-Kutub al-ʿllmiyah, Beirut) 
It is similarly stated in Al-Mabsūt Lil-Sarakhsī: 

 ما لا فل  ثم حاصل المذهب أن ما كان من جنس الأرض فالتيمم به جائز، و

Translation: The conclusive verdict of the madhhab is that it is permissible to 
perform tayammum with anything that is an earthen material. But it is not 
permissible to use a non-earthen material for tayammum. (Al-Mabsūt Lil-Sarakhsī, 
Vol. 01, p. 109, Publ. Dār al-Maʿrifah, Beirut) 
Mentioning the principle of earthen material, it is stated in Fatāwā Hindiyah: 



نحوها فليس من جنس الأرض   و  ۔ ۔ النحاس۔ الصفر و يلين كالحديد و نحوهما أو ما ينطبع و الحشيش و كل ما يحترق فيصير رمادا كالحطب و

 الخ  ۔ ۔ الرمل ۔  ما كان بخلف ذلك فهو من جنسها. كذا في البدائع فیجوزالتیمم بالتراب و و

Translation: Anything that burns and turns into ashes, such as wood, grass, etc., 
melts, or softens, such as iron, brass, and copper is not an earthen material. That 
which is not of such qualities is an earthen material, as mentioned in al-Badāʾiʿ. 
Hence, it is permissible to perform tayammum with soil, sand, etc. (Al-Fatāwā al-
Hindiyah, Vol. 01, p. 26, Publ. Dār al-Fikr, Beirut) 
It is similarly stated in Bahār-E-Sharīʿat: 

۔ زہےیی ز ن ائ  یمم ج 
زہےیی اس سے ت  س سے ن

ز ن ز کی ج  میی ز زز ز سے ہےو اوز چ و چ یی میی س زز
ز ن ا ہے چ و ج  ز سے ہےو سکت  یمم اسی چ یی

ل  ل یی ہے کہ(۔ )اس کا اصو ۔ ت  ز آگ سے ج  چ و چ یی

۔ زپیت ا ز ہے ائ  یمم ج 
س سے ہے اس سے ت 

ز ن ز کی ج  میی  ہے وہ زز
 
مْ ہےوت ر  ہے یز پ گھلت ی ہے یز ئز

 
ن ال، گتزدھک، مردہ  کر یز زاکھ ہےوت (، چ ونزا، سرمہ، ہے یت  )زپ

ت از یز ہےو۔
ز ہے اگرچ  انز ئ  عز ائ  یمم ج 

ہ چ واہے سے ت  یی
مرد وعز یق، زز ی

ہ، عق  وزز یی
ز ج د، ف ئ  ھر، زز

و، ت    ستزگ، گیی
Translation: Tayammum can be performed with anything which is an earthen 
material, and it is not permissible to perform tayammum with anything that is not an 
earthen material… (The principle regarding this is) Anything that neither turns to 
ashes, nor melts, nor softens upon being burnt is categorized as an earthen 
material. It is permissible to perform tayammum with it. Tayammum is permissible 
with sand, limestone, antimony, arsenic, sulphur, dross of lead, red ochre, stone, 
chrysolite, turquoise, cornelian, emerald, and other gemstones, even if they do not 
have dust on them. (Bahār-E-Sharīʿat, Vol. 01, pt. 2, p. 357, Publ. Maktaba-Tul-
Madīnah, Karachi) 
Mentioning it being permissible to perform tayammum with the wall which has a 
cement plaster on it, the Imām of Ahl as-Sunnah, Aʿlā Ḥazrat, Imām Aḥmad Razā 
Khān تعالى عليه رحمة اللہ  (d. 1340 AH / 1921 CE) states: 

یا (116) یواز ن ےی چ س دز و دی ہ
ز یون زت  ن ھرا چ ھت  ئ   ی یاسیمی  ہےو۔  صتزدلہ ن

Translation: (116) Similarly, (it is permissible to perform tayammum) with the wall or 
ceiling which has sandalwood or cement on it. (Fatāwā Razawiyah, Vol. 03, p. 644, 
Publ. Razā Foundation, Lahore) 
Listing the things with which it is permissible to perform tayammum, the Imām of 
Ahl as-Sunnah, Aʿlā Ḥazrat Imām Aḥmad Razā Khān تعالى عليه رحمة اللہ  (d. 1340 AH / 1921 

CE) writes: 

یک ت  ھر (۱۰۷) زت  ان زکا سیمی  ہےوا۔  ہے ن ھیُ
Translation: (107) Cement is a calcined stone. (Fatāwā Razawiyah, Vol. 03, p. 644, 
Publ. Razā Foundation, Lahore) 
Wikipedia states the following about cement: 

زت   یک : (Cement) سیمی زت  ن ازن ۔ سیمی ن ا ہے عمال ہےو
 مواد کے طوز ئ  اسن 

 
ات عمیی

، چ و ی  زوف ہے  ی عامل سے پ تزا ہےوا سف
 
سم کے ت  ھر کے کیمتیات

اص ف  یک جز ان
ن ا ہے ۔ ا ت  ہےو ج 

ز ت ج  میی یی سخ
ن  نز نز کے 

یش  ید زی ۔ ہاپ ت ن ا ہے ا یت  کتیا ج  زت  ماس ئ  سن  میی ملا کر سخ
ز
چ سےن ات ےیی  ن ا ہ ز کی طرح ہےو  ن او د 

 
یا  ۔  ۔ ۔ ۔ ی سے ہےوئ یت  ن زت  کو زپ سیمی

۔  ن ا ہے ا  مواد پ تیاز کتیا ج 
 
ات عمیی

 ت  ھر کے سان ھ ملا کر ی 
 
 ی سے ہےوئ

Translation: Cement is a powder made through the chemical reaction of a particular 
type of stone and is used as a construction material. Cement is fine like a ground 
powder. It is mixed with water and allowed to set into a hard mass. It hardens as a 



result of hydration. Cement is mixed with sand or crushed stone to produce 
construction materials. (Wikipedia, Cement) 
A wall which has been painted with paint made from limestone powder can be used 
to perform tayammum, because limestone powder is made of limestone, which is 
an earthen material. Regarding this, it is stated in Fatāwā Razawiyah: 

(45) ،  کا گچ 
ز
چ سے ن ھونزک کر چ وئ ، چ ونزا  ت  ھر  ےیی  ہ

 
 کثیر۔   و ملتقی، ھدایۃ، کماسیاتی اصل قدروی، پ تزائ

Translation: (45) (It is permissible to perform tayammum with) Shell-lime and 
limestone, which are calcined to make limestone powder, as will be mentioned 
ahead from Qudūrī, Hidāyah, Multaqā, and many others. (Fatāwā Razawiyah, Vol. 03, 
p. 636, Publ. Razā Foundation, Lahore) 
But if the paint is made from something which is non-earthen, it is not permissible to 
perform tayammum with it. Thus, ʿAllāmah Zainuddīn Bin Ibrāhīm ibn Nujaim Misrī 

تعالى عليه رحمة اللہ  (d. 970 AH / 1562 CE) writes: 

 الخالص إلا إذا كان مخلوطا بما ليس من جنس الأرض أو كان عليه صبغ ليس من جنس الأرضكذا بالخزف  و

Translation: Similarly, it is permissible to perform tayammum with a plain 
earthenware, unless it is mixed with anything which is not earthen, or it has such a 
coating (of paint) that is not earthen. (Al-Baḥr al-Rāʾiq, Vol. 01, p. 155, Publ. Dār al-
Kitāb al-Islāmī) 
The Amīr of Ahl as-Sunnah, ʿAllāmah Maulāna Abū Bilāl Muḥammad Ilyās Attār 
Qadrī Ziyāʾī دامت بركاتهم العالية writes in Namāz Ke Aḥkām: 

ی ون کی 
ینز یا ان ی ن

یسی چ  چ ونزا مت   ای
 
ہ کوت یی

یی  وعز یا وال ن ن  ن
س 
ز ن یت  فز زت  اوز می یی ، ن لاست ک ن ن زت  یی ل ن ن

۔ مگر اس ئ  آن  ز ہے ائ  یمم ج 
یا مسج د کی اس سے ت  واہ گھر کی ہےو ن

یواز چز ز دی یی
۔  زہےیی  چرح  ن

 
و کوت

یواز ئ  مازن ل ہےو ی  ز کے علاوہ ہےو، دی میی س زز
ز ن ئ  چ و ج  ہ  ا  ج 

ز
زہےیی ہےوت  ن

Translation: Tayammum is permissible with lime, mud, or a brick wall of the home or 
of the Masjid. But it should not be coated with oil paint, plastic paint, matte finish, 
wallpaper, or anything else that is non-earthen. If marble is fitted onto a wall, there is 
no issue with performing tayammum with it. (Namaz Ke Aḥkām, p. 131, Publ. 
Maktaba-Tul-Madīnah, Karachi) 
Regarding it being permissible to perform tayammum with a pure object which 
contains dust, it is stated in Fatāwā Hindiyah: 

 ن الأعيان الطاهرة التي عليها إغبار فإذا وقع الغبار على يديه تيمم و صورة التيمم بالغبار أن يضرب بيديه ثوبا أو لبدا أو وسادة أو ما أشبهها م

Translation: The method of performing tayammum with dust is that one should 
strike his hands on a cloth, bedding, pillow, or anything similar that is made of pure 
material and has dust on it. So, when the dust gets onto the hands, he can perform 
tayammum. (Al-Fatāwā al-Hindiyah, Vol. 01, p. 27, Publ. Dār al-Fikr, Beirut) 
It is stated in Bahār-E-Sharīʿat: 

 ہےو۔
 
ات ل کر زاکھ ہےو ج  ز آگ سے ج   سے اس کا ائ   چ و چ یی

ز
ت از ہے کہ ہان ھ مازئ

۔۔ انز ئ  اپ تزا عز زہےیی ، وزیز ن ز ہے ائ  یمم ج 
ت از سے ت 

و اس عز
ن ا ہے ی  اہے ہےو  ہان ھ میی ظز

Translation: If something turns to ashes upon being burnt but it contains enough 
dust that the dust becomes apparent on the hand when it is struck, it is permissible 
to perform tayammum with this dust. Otherwise, (if there is not enough dust) 
tayammum is not allowed. (Bahār-E-Sharīʿat, Vol. 01, pt. 2, p. 258, Publ. Maktaba-
Tul-Madīnah, Karachi) 
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َ 
وَجَل
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َ
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َ 
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ٰ
عَال
َ
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger ی
َ 
م صَل

َ 
لهِٖ وَسَل

ٰ
یْہِ وَ ا

َ
اُللہ عَل knows best.) 
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