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Ruling on Performing Tayammum Using a Plastered
or Painted Wall

Darulifta Ahlesunnat (Dawateislami)

Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: Here,
walls are plastered by mixing cement and sand. Please provide sharT guidance as
to whether it is permissible to perform tayammum with a wall which has such a
plaster. Furthermore, if such a plaster is then painted, what would be the ruling of
tayammum?

Answer

If the wall which has been plastered with cement and sand is pure, then performing
tayammum with such a wall is permissible. This is because cement and sand are
both earthen material and the principle of shari“ah is that it is permissible to perform
tayammum with any earthen material (i.e., anything that neither turns into ash, nor
melts, nor softens upon being burnt). Furthermore, if the paint applied to the plaster
is made of an earthen material, such as limestone powder, then it is permissible to
perform tayammum with it as well. However, if the paint is made of non-earthen
material, such as oil-based paint and plastic paint, then performing tayammum with
it is not allowed. But if it has enough dust that the impression of the hand becomes
visible on it, then tayammum can be performed from it.

Regarding performing tayammum with pure soil, it is stated in the Qur’an:
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Translation (Kanz-Ul-‘Irfan): and (if you) do not find water, then perform tayammum
with pure soil.
In the commentary of this verse, it is stated in Ahkam al-Qur’an Lil-Jassas:
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Translation: The jurists differ on what can be used to perform tayammum. AbU
Hanifah %L;L;L,a‘&s\a») said: It is permissible to perform tayammum with anything that

is an earthen material, such as soil, sand, etc. (Ahkam al-Qur’an Lil-Jassas, Vol. 02,
p. 487, Publ. Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyah, Beirut)
It is similarly stated in Al-Mabsut Lil-Sarakhst:
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Translation: The conclusive verdict of the madhhab is that it is permissible to
perform tayammum with anything that is an earthen material. But it is not
permissible to use a non-earthen material for tayammum. (Al-Mabsit Lil-Sarakhsi,
Vol. 01, p. 109, Publ. Dar al-Ma‘rifah, Beirut)
Mentioning the principle of earthen material, it is stated in Fatawa Hindiyah:
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Translation: Anything that burns and turns into ashes, such as wood, grass, etc.,
melts, or softens, such as iron, brass, and copper is not an earthen material. That
which is not of such qualities is an earthen material, as mentioned in al-Bada’i".
Hence, it is permissible to perform tayammum with soil, sand, etc. (Al-Fatawa al-
Hindiyah, Vol. 01, p. 26, Publ. Dar al-Fikr, Beirut)
It is similarly stated in Bahar-E-Shari at:
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Translation: Tayammum can be performed with anything which is an earthen
material, and it is not permissible to perform tayammum with anything that is not an
earthen material... (The principle regarding this is) Anything that neither turns to
ashes, nor melts, nor softens upon being burnt is categorized as an earthen
material. It is permissible to perform tayammum with it. Tayammum is permissible
with sand, limestone, antimony, arsenic, sulphur, dross of lead, red ochre, stone,
chrysolite, turquoise, cornelian, emerald, and other gemstones, even if they do not
have dust on them. (Bahar-E-Shari‘at, Vol. 01, pt. 2, p. 357, Publ. Maktaba-Tul-
Madinah, Karachi)
Mentioning it being permissible to perform tayammum with the wall which has a
cement plaster on it, the Imam of Ahl as-Sunnah, A‘la Hazrat, Imam Ahmad Raza
Khan .ls Jsdize, (d. 1340 AH / 1921 CE) states:
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Translation: (116) Similarly, (it is permissible to perform tayammum) with the wall or
ceiling which has sandalwood or cement on it. (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 03, p. 644,
Publ. Raza Foundation, Lahore)
Listing the things with which it is permissible to perform tayammum, the Imam of
Ahl as-Sunnah, A‘la Hazrat Imam Ahmad Raza Khan wgm&\mj (d. 1340 AH / 1921

CE) writes:
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Translation: (107) Cement is a calcined stone. (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 03, p. 644,

Publ. Raza Foundation, Lahore)
Wikipedia states the following about cement:
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Translation: Cement is a powder made through the chemical reaction of a particular

type of stone and is used as a construction material. Cement is fine like a ground
powder. It is mixed with water and allowed to set into a hard mass. It hardens as a



result of hydration. Cement is mixed with sand or crushed stone to produce
construction materials. (Wikipedia, Cement)

A wall which has been painted with paint made from limestone powder can be used
to perform tayammum, because limestone powder is made of limestone, which is
an earthen material. Regarding this, it is stated in Fatawa Razawiyabh:
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Translation: (45) (It is permissible to perform tayammum with) Shell-lime and
limestone, which are calcined to make limestone powder, as will be mentioned
ahead from Quduri, Hidayah, Multaqa, and many others. (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 03,
p. 636, Publ. Raza Foundation, Lahore)

But if the paint is made from something which is non-earthen, it is not permissible to

perform tayammum with it. Thus, ‘Allamah Zainuddin Bin Ibrahim ibn Nujaim Misr
e JMzn;, (d. 970 AH / 1562 CE) writes:
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Translation: Similarly, it is permissible to perform tayammum with a plain
earthenware, unless it is mixed with anything which is not earthen, or it has such a
coating (of paint) that is not earthen. (Al-Bahr al-Ra’iqg, Vol. 01, p. 155, Publ. Dar al-
Kitab al-Islami)
The Amir of Ahl as-Sunnah, ‘Allamah Maulana Abu Bilal Muhammad llyas Attar
Qadri Ziya'T s Wl e35 owsl> Writes in Namaz Ke Ahkam:
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Translation: Tayammum is permissible with lime, mud, or a brick wall of the home or
of the Masjid. But it should not be coated with oil paint, plastic paint, matte finish,
wallpaper, or anything else that is non-earthen. If marble is fitted onto a wall, there is
no issue with performing tayammum with it. (Namaz Ke Ahkam, p. 131, Publ.
Maktaba-Tul-Madinah, Karachi)
Regarding it being permissible to perform tayammum with a pure object which
contains dust, it is stated in Fatawa Hindiyah:
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Translation: The method of performing tayammum with dust is that one should
strike his hands on a cloth, bedding, pillow, or anything similar that is made of pure
material and has dust on it. So, when the dust gets onto the hands, he can perform
tayammum. (Al-Fatawa al-Hindiyah, Vol. 01, p. 27, Publ. Dar al-Fikr, Beirut)

It is stated in Bahar-E-Shari“at:
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Translation: If something turns to ashes upon being burnt but it contains enough
dust that the dust becomes apparent on the hand when it is struck, it is permissible
to perform tayammum with this dust. Otherwise, (if there is not enough dust)
tayammum is not allowed. (Bahar-E-Shari*at, Vol. 01, pt. 2, p. 258, Publ. Maktaba-
Tul-Madinah, Karachi)
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger vi.ajf\;'\jﬁx;b:?»\kj.faknows best.)
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