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Ruling of Offering Nawafil at the Time of Fajr

Darulifta Ahlesunnat (Dawateislami)

Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: | know
that it is prohibited to offer nawafil during the time of Fajr. However, if one began a
nafl at this time, is he required to nullify the nafl, as is the case when offering nafl
during makruh times? Furthermore, if he nullifies the nafl, is it wajib for him to offer
its gada, or not?

Answer

According to the ahadith, from the beginning of the Fajr time until sunrise, it is not
permissible to intentionally offer any nafl other than the two sunnahs of Fajr, as
offering nafl during this time is makruh tahrimi and a sin. But, if one initiates a nafl
salah during this time, then, just as the person who initiates a nafl during any of the
three makrih times (from sunrise until approximately 20 minutes after sunrise, from
midday until the sun begins to decline, and during the approximately 20 minutes
before sunset) is required to nullify the salah and offer its gada’ in a mubah time,
likewise, it is wajib for the one who initiates a nafl during the time of Fajr to nullify
the nafl and offer its qada’ in a mubah time. However, if one completes the nafl
salah, he will be sinful, but it is not wajib to offer its gada’ in this case.

Thus, Abu Sa‘id Khudri wd;usg&\f) reports that the Noble Prophet %% said:
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Translation: There is no (nafl) salah after Fajr until the sun rises, and there is no
salah after ‘Asr until the sun sets. (Sahth al-Bukhari, Vol. 01, p. 121, Publ. Dar Tawq
al-Najah, Beirut)
Commenting on the narration above, ‘Allamah Badruddin ‘Ayni Hanafi wgw;&\m)
(d. 855 AH/1451 CE) writes:
Translation: This negation carries the meaning of prohibition, which means: Do not
offer nafl after Fajr and ‘Asr. (‘Umdah al-Qari, Vol. 05, p. 81, Publ. Dar lhya’ al-Turas
al-‘Arabiy, Beirut)
‘Allamah Burhanuddin Ibrahim Bin Muhammad Halbit w@wﬁa\a&, (d. 956 AH/1549
CE) writes:
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Translation: ...from the beginning of Fajr till sun rises, for it is makruh to offer all nafl

salat during this time except the sunnah of Fajr. (Ghunyah al-Mutamallt Sharh
Munyah al-Musallt, Vol. 01, p. 436, Publ. Quetta)



The one who initiates a nafl salah during the time of Fajr must nullify the nafl and
offer its gada’ in a mubah time. Thus, ‘Allamah Ibn ‘Abidin Shamt Dimishql s dizes,

s writes:
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Translation: There are two types of makruh times: The first type includes sunrise,
midday, and sunset. The second type includes the times between Fajr and sunrise,
from “Asr until the sky begins to turn yellow... In the second type, all the salat we
have mentioned are valid during this time without karahah, except nafl and wajib li-
ghairihi, for they will be valid but with karahah. Therefore, it is wajib to nullify the
salah and perform gada’ in a non-makrih time. (Radd al-Muhtar, Vol. 01, Book of
Salah, p. 373, Publ. Dar al-Fikr, Beirut)
It is similarly stated in Al-Muhit al-Burhani, Tabyin al-Haqa'iq Sharh Kanz al-Daqa’iq,
and Fatawa Tatarkhaniyah (cited from the former):
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Translation: In the latter two times, it is makruh to offer nafl. Those two times are (1)
after true dawn until sunrise, except the two sunnahs of Fajr, and (2) after ‘Asr salah
till sunset. If one initiates a nafl salah during these two times then breaks it, it is
necessary to offer the qada’. (Al-Muhtt al-Burhant, Vol. 01, p. 276, Publ. Dar al-Kutub
al-‘limiyah, Beirut)
But if one did not nullify the nafl and completed it, then it is not necessary to
perform its gada’. Thus, Imam Muhammad J,J&Qw;&\:m) states in Kitab al-Asl:
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Translation: | said: What do you say about the personﬂwho initiated a two rak‘at nafl

salah during midday, when the sun turns red, after Fajr, or before sunrise? Abu
Hanifah wgw&mm) said: He has done wrong, but nothing is due upon him. | said:

What do you say if he breaks it and nullifies it? He said: He must make it up
afterwards at a time in which it is permissible to offer salah. | said: Why do you
require him to offer gada’ even though he had initiated the salah at a time when
offering salah was not permitted? He said: Because by entering into the salah and
initiating it, he made it obligatory upon himself. (Kitab al-As| Li-Muhammad Bin al-
Hasan, Vol. 01, p. 212, Publ. Majlis D&’irah aI—Ma‘érif)
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger .1.;.i;.le4 Loknows best.)
Answered By: Mufti Muhammad Qasim Attari
Ref No: OKR-0263
Date: 5" Zul-Qa‘'dah al-Haram 1447 AH / 23 April 2026
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