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How to Respect Newspapers Which Contain Verses

of the Qur’an?
Darulifta Ahlesunnat (Dawateislami)

Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following:
Verses of the Qur’an, ahadith, and religious content are usually printed in
newspapers. People touch and read them without wudu, and then leave them lying
around here and there. After several newspapers have been accumulated, they sell
them as scrap. Please provide guidance on the precautions that should be taken
regarding these matters.

Answer

If a Qur’anic verse or its translation is written on a newspaper page, it is not
permissible to touch the portion of the newspaper page containing the verse or its
translation without wudd, nor the corresponding portion on the opposite side of that
page. However, it is permissible to touch the remaining surrounding area of the
page and the rest of the newspaper without wudu. The reason for this is that the
newspaper page containing the verse also has other content; it does not contain
only the verse or the translation. Rather, the verse and its translation are only on a
small portion of the page. Therefore, it is permissible to touch the remaining part of
the page and the rest of the newspaper without wudd, as this does not constitute
touching the Qur’anic verse or its translation. This ruling is similar to that of
touching the surrounding portion, other than the verses and their translations, of
books containing religious rulings without wuda.

Furthermore, prior to selling the newspapers as scrap, one must ensure that any
verses, ahadith, their translations, religious content, and other sacred writings,
words, and the names of Allah Almighty, the prophets, angels (>l .¢ls, the

Companions, and the pious saints W&JL&Q’M\&», are carefully separated. Then the

rest of the newspaper can be sold as scrap. As for those separated portions, they
should be collected in a clean bag and carefully kept in a respectful place, or they
can be buried or immersed in a deep sea, river, or large canal after tying a heavy
stone to the bag.

Method of Immersing in Water and Burying Them:

The method of immersing them in water is to place a heavy stone inside the bag
(containing these sacred writings) and then put it into a deep river or the middle of
the sea so that it sinks to the bottom of the water and cannot come back out to a
place where there is a risk of it being disrespected. They should not be put into
shallow waters because doing so generally causes them to be carried out to shore,
and then they are severely disrespected. Therefore, before placing the bag in the
water, make a few tears so that water fills the bag and it immediately sinks to the




bottom. The best method is to wrap them in a pure piece of cloth and bury them in
the ground. The method of doing this is to dig a lahd (side niche) for it. That is, dig a
hole and then hollow out the wall in the direction of the giblah large enough for the
Qur’ans and the sacred papers to fit in the hole; this way, dirt will not fall onto them.
Similarly, a box-like grave can be dug by digging a pit, placing the papers inside, then
covering it with planks to form a roof, and placing soil over this roof, just as a grave
is prepared for a deceased person. This is so that soil does not fall upon them and
no one steps on them.
It is also necessary according to shari‘ah to take the precaution of not burying the
Qur’an and other sacred papers in a waqf cemetery, because cemeteries are
endowed for the burial of deceased Muslims. Therefore, it is not permissible to bury
sacred papers in them or to dig a well for this purpose, because this constitutes
changing the use of the waqf, which is impermissible.
Touching books containing religious content other than the Qur’an without wudu is
permissible. Thus, it is stated in Tanwir al-Absar Wa al-Durr al-Mukhtar:
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Translation: Imam A'zam permitted touching religious books without wudu.
It is stated in Radd al-Muhtar:
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Translation: It is stated in Sharh al-Munyah: The reason for Imam A‘zam’s saying is
that such a person will not be considered to be touching the Qur’an. (Radd al-Muhtar
‘Ala al-Durr al-Mukhtar, Vol. 01, p. 352, Publ. Quetta)
However, it will likewise not be permitted to touch the portion containing the verses
and their translations in such books without wudu. But it will be permitted to touch
the remaining area of the page without wudu. Thus, Radd al-Muhtar states:
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Translation: Within the books of tafsir, the one who is not in the state of wudu is not
permitted to touch the portion where the Qur’an is written, but he is permitted to
touch the remaining area. The same ruling is for the books of figh which contain
Qur’anic verses. (Radd al-Muhtar ‘Ala al-Durr al-Mukhtar, Vol. 01, p. 353, Publ.
Quetta)
In newspapers and books, it is not permissible to touch the portion where the verse
is written or the corresponding portion on the opposite side of that page without
wudu. Thus, The Imam of Ahl as-Sunnah, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan wgw;&\mj was

asked:
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Translation: If an Urdu book or a newspaper contains some Qur’anic verses, it is

permissible to read and touch it without wuda?
He replied:
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Translation: It is not permissible to touch the exact portion of the book or

newspaper on which the verse is written without wuda. Whether one touching the
side on which the verse is written or the corresponding portion on the opposite side,



both are impermissible. There is no harm in touching the remaining area of the
page, and there is no issue in reading it without wudd. (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 04,
p. 366, Publ. Raza Foundation, Lahore)

When asked regarding selling newspapers as scrap, the Imam of Ahl as-Sunnah,
Imam Ahmad Raza Khan s Jlsdiz.~, replied:

S e st S ES G 6 i T g S S B Lol T

Translation: If they contain verses, ahadith, sacred names, or rulings of figh, then it
is not permitted to sell them. Otherwise, there is no issue. Carefully look through the
pages and separate the aforementioned things from them, then the remainder can
be sold. (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 23, p. 400, Publ. Raza Foundation, Lahore)
Regarding immersing things containing sacred writings in water and burying them, it
is stated in al-Durr al-Mukhtar:
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Translation: The names of Allah, the angels, and the prophets should be erased from
the books which can no longer be used, and the rest of it can be burned. There is no
issue in immersing the books in the water in their current state or burying them.
Burying it is better. (Al-Durr al-Mukhtar Ma‘a Radd al-Muhtar, Vol. 09, p. 696, Publ.
Quetta)
Sadr al-Shari‘ah, Muftt Muhammad Amjad ‘All A'zamT s Jlsdiz.~, States:
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Translation: If the Qur'an has become warn out and is no longer possible be read
from, and there is a fear that the pages will scatter and get wasted, then it is
permissible to wrap it in a pure cloth and bury them in a safe place. A lahd should be
dug for burying it so that dirt does not fall onto them. Alternatively, a slab can be
placed over it, and then soil can be put on top of the slab so that the dirt does not
fall on it. If a mushaf is worn out, it should not be burned. (Bahar-e-Shari*at, Vol. 03,
pt. 16, p. 495, Publ. Maktaba-Tul-Madinah, Karachi)
It is stated in Wagar-Ul-Fatawa:
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Translation: Collecting old and worn-out pages of the Qur’an and the newspapers
containing verses, ahadith, and other sacred text and then burying them in one place
is most appropriate. Summarized. (Wagar-Ul-Fataw3, Vol. 02, p. 100, Publ. Bazm-E-
Wagqaruddin, Karachr)
It is not permissible to change the use of a waqgf. Thus, it is stated in Al-Fatawa al-
‘Alamgirt:



Translation: It is not permissible to change a waqf from its state. (Al-Fatawa al-
‘Alamgiri, Vol. 02, p. 490, Publ. Quetta)
The Imam of Ahl as-Sunnah, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan s Jlsdiz.~, states:
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Translation: A waqf should be kept for the purpose for which it was endowed.
(Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 16, p. 231, Publ. Raza Foundation, Lahore)
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger 1.;Ji;.le4l Loknows best.)
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