Spending Money from The Home Charity Box for Different Causes

Darulifta Ahlesunnat (Dawateislami)
(Translated Fatwa)
Question
What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: If
some money is put into the home charity box but the money is still at home, can
this money be used for other rewardable causes. For example, can it be used for
decorations at Jami‘a-Tul-Madinah, or something similar?
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When money is put into a home charity box, it does not leave the ownership of its
original owner. Instead, this is essentially an intention to give that money in charity.
Therefore, it is permissible to spend this money in other rewardable causes, such
as decorating the Jami‘a-Tul-Madinah; there is no issue in this. However, if one is
financially capable then it is better to keep the money of the home charity box for
the cause for which it was collected and use additional money for other rewardable
causes. This way, the original intention will remain and one will be able to fulfill it.
However, if one did not do so and spent that money for another rewardable cause,
there is no sin for this either.
Simply putting money in the home charity boxes does not constitute it as sadagah,
just as setting aside money for zakah does not constitute paying zakah. Thus, it is
stated in Al-Durr al-Mukhtar Ma ‘a Radd al-Muhtar:
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Translation: One will not become freed from the responsibility merely by setting
aside the money (for zakah); rather one will only become freed of the responsibility
by paying the money to a (shar7) faqir. Hence, if the money is lost, the zakah will
not be remitted and if one passes away, that money will become inheritance.
(Al-Durr al-Mukhtar Ma“‘a Radd al-Muhtar, Vol. 03, Book of Zakah, p. 225, Publ. Dar
al-Ma‘rifah, Beirut)
It is stated in al-Nahr al-Fa’iq:

@w\@\ﬂwmﬁjwuy&%w\wmv&aw\ugJngCﬁv

Translation: One will not become freed from the responsibility by setting aside the
money. Instead, it is necessary to hand over the money. Even so, if the money is
lost, the zakah will not be remitted. It is similarly mentioned in al-Khaniyah. (Al-
Nahr al-Fa’iq, Vol. 01, p. 419, Publ. Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyah, Beirut)
The money put into a home charity box can be spent in other rewardable causes.
Thus, A‘la Hazrat, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan 4de Js 4l &> was asked a question,



the summary of which is that a person allocated a certain amount from his
business profit as tabarruk for Shaykh ‘Abdul Qadir al-J1anT ade Js 4bl &>y, The
money is now present, but he did not specify the cause for which he would spend
the money. So, the question is, can this money be used for renovations to the
masjid and other rewardable causes?

He 4de Jl 4ll o>y answered:

d)grd/d’f),«f/-qu/u/iér‘w&/&")ﬁj}‘{——ﬁ{: (u’i"))/;c{»:-é—)ji—mdu&//ulbi—/&f

-q;(ﬁ/t/‘/u/wwq’.—(Kﬂ‘c«:v
Translation: May Allah reward the one who made this intention. This intention is
commendable, and he can use the money for every religious cause. Reviving a
rundown masjid is an important task, and spending money for this cause takes
precedence. (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 13, p. 582, Publ. Raza Foundation, Lahore)
It is better to use the money from the charity box in the cause for which it was
collected, and use other money for other rewardable causes. This way it will be
possible to fulfill the previous intention as well. A‘la Hazrat, Imam Ahmad Raza
Khan 4de Jus 4l &>y was asked in Fatawa Razawiyah that a person's cow gave
birth to a female calf, and he said that they would raise the calf and give it to the
young girl. When the calf became one year old and, seeing how beautiful and
appealing it had become, he spontaneously said, “We will offer it as a vow to Allah."
He did not remember that he had intended to give it to the young girl. So, has the
vow been made or not?
A‘la Hazrat ads Jls 4lil &>, stated:
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Translation: An intention which is made for Allah Almighty should most certainly be
fulfilled. (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 13, p. 594, Publ. Raza Foundation, Lahore)
Note: Keep in mind that the above-mentioned ruling applies when all the money in
the home charity box belongs to the person himself. But if others had also put
money inside the box, whether they were other household members or visiting
guests, then the money must be used as per their intention, otherwise permission
must be obtained from the contributors (before using the money for any other
cause).
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger ﬁxmm\jwmv;@ knows best.)
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