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Offering Condolences to People Other Than the

Deceased’s Heirs
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(Translated Fatwa)

Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: Can
condolences (ta‘ziyat) be offered to anyone other than the deceased’s heirs, such as
saying to the friends, disciples (murid), or spiritual guide (pir) of the deceased that |
offer my condolences to you on the passing of your friend, pir, or murid?

Answer

In shari"ah, offering condolences upon the death of an individual is not restricted to
the deceased'’s legal Islamic heirs. Rather, it is permissible and even mustahab to
offer condolences to his friends, students, teachers, pir, murids, and anyone else
who is grieved and saddened by his passing. This is because offering condolences
does not depend on being an heir; rather, it is based on being afflicted by a loss
(Musab) and being one who is grieving (Hazin). Therefore, it is preferred and
commendable in shari‘ah to console those who are grieving, encourage them to
remain patient, and collectively supplicate for the forgiveness of the deceased.
Doing so is also a means of attaining great reward from Allah Almighty.

The one who suffers a loss due to the death of a person is a Musab and the hadith
gives glad tidings to the one who offers condolences to a Musab. Thus, the Noble
Prophet #¢5 has stated:
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Translation: The one who offered condolences to anyone who has suffered a loss,
Allah will grant him reward equal to their patience. (Sunan Ibn M3jah, Vol. 02, p. 533,
Publ. Dar al-Risalah al-‘Alamiyah)
In another narration, the term Hazin (a grieving person) was used, which means that
it is mustahab to offer condolences to a grieving person. Thus, it is stated:
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Translation: The one who offered condolences to a grieving person, Allah will adorn
him with the gown of piety. (Al-Mu‘jam al-Awsat Lil-Tabrani, Vol. 09, p. 117, Publ. Dar
al-Haramain, Cairo)
After the apparent demise of the Noble Prophet 2z, Khidr »5L.Ji ;0o e Offered his
condolences to the blessed Companions. It is mentioned in Dala’il al-Nubuwwabh Li-
‘Ab1 Nu‘aym al-Asbahani and in many other books:
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Translation: When the Noble Prophet £z passed away and it was time to offer

condolences, an individual came whose voice could be heard, but he could not be
seen. He said: “Peace be upon you, O people of the house, and the mercy of Allah.
Indeed, Allah Almighty consoles upon every hardship. He remains after everyone
who passes. He is the one who grants compensation for every lost. Therefore, place
your trust and hope in him, for the truly deprived and the one who suffers a true loss
is the one who is deprived of reward. Peace be upon you all.” Then, ‘Al uv)w‘&\f)

asked: “Do you all know who this was? This was Khidr sg%\@?&Jw&\u\y."

(Dala’il al-Nubuwwah, p. 565, Publ. Dar al-Nafa’is, Beirut)
The Imam of Ahl as-Sunnah = Jls .-, has also written:
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Translation: After the apparent demise of the Prophet 25, Khidr »S.Jiyshllde went
to the blessed Companions W@mm@)to offer his condolences to them on the
passing of the Prophet *%s. (Fatawa Iiazawiyah, Vol. 29, p. 637, Publ. Raza

Foundation, Lahore)

From the narrations mentioning Musab and Hazin, as well as the account reported in
Dala’il al-Nubuwwah, we learn that the people to whom condolences may be offered
are not merely the heir; rather, it is anyone who has suffered a loss and felt grief.
Based on these narrations, not only the Hanafi school but all four schools of
jurisprudence have declared it mustahab to offer condolences to anyone who is
grieving, regardless of whether they are an heir or not.

It is stated in the famous text of Hanafi jurisprudence, Al-Fatawa al-Hindiyah:
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Translation: It is mustahab to offer condolences to all the relatives of the deceased,
whether old or young, male or female. But, if the female is young, only her mahram
relatives should offer condolences to her.

(This text supports the claim because it has declared it mustahab to offer
condolences to all the relatives, whereas not all relatives are heirs.) (Al-Fatawa al-
Hindiyah, Vol. 01, p. 167, Publ. Quetta)

It is stated in the famous text of Shafi‘1 figh, 'Asna al-Matalib Fi-Sharh Rawd al-Talib:
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Translation: It is mustahab to offer condolences to everyone who is grieving the
loss, as mentioned by Imam Hasan al-Basri, including the spouse and friends. The
jurists have used the word ‘family’ based on the majority (of those individuals).
('Asna al-Matalib Fi-Sharh Rawd al-Talib, Vol. 02, p. 353, Publ. Dar al-Kutub al-
‘llmiyah, Beirut)
It is stated in the book Al-Qawanin al-Fighiyah of ‘Allamah Ibn Juzzay Maliki
GharnétT%uL;wf»\m) (d. 741 AH / 1340 CE):
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Translation: It is mustahab to offer condolences to those who are grieving and make
du‘a for the deceased. (Al-Qawanin al-Fighiyah, p. 178, Publ. Dar Ibn Hazm)
It is stated in Al-Mughnt Li-lbn Qudamah al-Hanbal:
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Translation: It is mustahab to offer condolences to all of those who are grieving,
whether they are old or young. However, it should especially be offered to those who
are righteous and influential and those who are followed so that others may also
observe patience like them. Similarly, condolences should especially be offered to
those who are unable to endure loss, for they are in need of consolation. (Al-Mughnit
Li-lbn Qudamah, Vol. 02, p. 405, Publ. Maktabah aI—Q/éhirah)
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger 1.;di;.le4l_Loknows best.)
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