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Will a Mute Person Receive Reward for Looking at the

Qur'an? Can He Convey This Reward?

Darulifta Ahlesunnat (Dawateislami)
(Translated Fatwa)

Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: If a
mute person is not able to recite the Qur’an, but he looks at the entire Qur’an from
beginning to end, will he attain any reward? Furthermore, can he convey this reward
to anyone?

Answer

The Holy Qur’an is such a Noble book that reciting it, touching it, looking at it, and
reflecting on its meanings are all acts of worship. Therefore, if a mute person looks
at the Qur’an and touches it, he will receive the reward for looking and touching the
Qur’an. It is also established from the practice of ‘Abdullah Bin Mubarak wgmf»\w@

that he would sometimes simply look at the Qur’an as an act of worship.
Furthermore, a mute person can also convey this reward to others, for looking at the
Qur’an and touching it are physical acts of worship and the reward for all acts of
worship can be conveyed to others, whether they are financial or physical.

Looking at the Qur’an is an act of worship, hence, reciting the Qur’an by looking at it
is better. Thus, the Noble Prophet #%: said:
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Translation: For a man to recite the Qur’an without looking at a Mushaf earns a
thousand degree of reward, while reciting the Qur’an while looking at a Mushaf
earns double, reaching up to two thousand degrees of reward. (Mu‘jam al-Kabir Lil-

Tabrani, Vol. 01, p. 221, Hadtth No. 601, Publ. Cairo)
Under this hadith, it is stated in Mir’at al-Manajih:
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Translation: This means that the reward of reciting the Qur’an by memory is a
thousand times greater than other acts of worship... The reward of reciting the
Qur’an by looking is two thousand times greater than other acts of worship or two
thousand times greater than reciting the Qur’an by memory. This is because looking
at the Qur’an is an act of worship and reciting it is also an act of worship. So, the
one who recites it by looking is doing double the acts of worship, while the one who
recites it from memory is only doing one act of worship. (Mir’at al-Manajih, Vol. 03,
p. 268, Publ. Hasan Publishers)



Furthermore, the Noble Prophet £ said:
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Translation: Give your eyes their share of worship. It was asked, O Messenger of
Allah #¢5, what is their share in worship? He said: Looking at the Qur’an, reflecting

on its meanings, and learning lessons from its wonders. (Shu‘ab al-lman, Vol. 03, p.
509, Hadith No. 2029, Publ. Maktabah al-Rushd)
‘Abdullah Bin Mubarak ugw;’n\f, would sometimes simply look at the Qur’an.

Thus, it is narrated in Shu‘ab al-lman:
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Translation: ‘Abdullah Bin Mubarak would sometimes turn the pages of the Mushaf
and would not recite it because of the hadith which mentions: Looking at the
Mushaf is an act of worship. When he would complete the Qur’an, he would make
abundant supplications for the Muslim men and women. (Shu‘ab al-Iman, Vol. 03, p.
516, Hadith No. 2046, Publ. Maktabah al-Rushd)
Looking at the Qur’an and touching it are physical acts of worships. Thus, ‘Ala
Hazrat, the Imam of Ahl as-Sunnah, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan .- )iz« s states:
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Translation: There are many physical acts of worships which do not require purity,
such as recitation of the Qur’an by memory... looking at the Qur’an without touching
it... these are all physical acts of worship... Daraqutni and other books of hadith
mention the narration as follows: the Messenger of Allah ¢z says, “Five things are

acts of worship: looking at the Qur’an, looking at the Ka“‘bah, looking at one’s
parents, looking at Zamzam as this removes sins, and looking at the face of a
scholar.” (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 10, pp. 557-558, Summarized, Publ. Raza
Foundation, Lahore)

Regarding conveying the reward of physical, financial, and combined acts of
worship, it is stated in Al-Binayah Sharh al-Hidayah:
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Translation: It is permissible for a person to convey the reward of his actions to
others... regardless of whether he is conveying the reward of salah, fasting, charity,
or other acts, such as Hajj, recitation of the Qur’an, litanies, visiting the graves of the
prophets, martyrs, awliya’, pious people, or shrouding the deceased, and all other

forms of goodness and worship, whether it is financial, such as zakah, sadaqgah,
‘ushr, kaffarah, etc. or physical, such as fasting, salah, i‘tikaf, recitation of the



Qur’an, zikr, du'a, or a combination of both, such as Hajj and jihad. (Al-Binayah
Sharh al-Hidayah, Vol. 04, p. 466, Publ. Dar al-Kutub gl—‘llmiyah, Beirut)
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger .1.;.i;.le4 Loknows best.)
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